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National Commander's Message 
Paul E. Dillard 

As you know, The American Legion 
pioneered the Buddy Check concept 
under Past National Commander Brett 
Reistad. When we began these well-
ness checks the intent was for 
American Legion posts to conduct 
them twice a year, around American 
Legion Birthday and Veterans Day. 

The initiative demonstrated immediate 
success. Soon the Buddy Check pro-
gram transitioned to year round, 
allowing posts to conduct these when-
ever it made the most sense on the lo-
cal level. 

And throughout the pandemic, we 
have seen how important it is to check 
on our veterans. Posts have used 
Buddy Checks to help get prescription 
refills to veterans stuck at home. Oth-
ers have connected with isolated 
veterans missing their comrades. In 
other cases, posts have delivered food, 
personal protective equipment and 
other resources to veterans after learn-
ing about their needs during a well-
ness check-in. 

The U.S. Senate has approved legisla-
tion that would make this a national 
program. Now, let's prod the U.S. 
House to follow suit. If our represent-
atives don't act before Congress 
recesses next month, it could be at 
least three months before they consid-
er this legislation again. Or it could be 
dropped altogether. 

We cannot let this legislation linger in 
Congress. Follow this link to join me 
in reaching out to congressional repre-
sentatives to voice our support for this 
legislation. With a week dedicated to 

Buddy Checks across America, we 
will be able to reach even more veter-
ans and save even more lives. 

Commander's Comments 
It's becoming more difficult to justify 
the existence of this post, Post 134. 
The post has about 30 members 
assigned but the best attendance we 

get at the regular 
meetings is 9, we 
don't have enough 
active members to 
fill the officers and 41 	
committee slots 
Alan Jackson, 
Distric 5 Com- 

1AJan Jackson, District 5 mander, attended 
Commander 	our October meet- 

ing at which we had 
4 guests and five members. We dis-
cussed the possibility of melding Post 
134 with Post 1 and using their build-
ing for meetings. This would require 
us to travel further to attend the joint 
meetings. Right now we don't have a 
solution but after the first of the year a 
decision will have to be made. If we 
could get better participation at our 
Regular meetings, this could all go 
away. 

I 	 September Speaker 	I 

Our September speaker was Norm 
Cooper, author of Survivor of T-Bone 
Hill. The book covers the life and ac-
complishments of former Post 134 
Commander Wiley Walter Virden, 
now deceased. 

The presentation was very enlighten-
ing, Wiley was quite much more than 
meets the eye. Thank you Norm for 
the wonderful presentation. 
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Editor's Comments 
The Post 134 Executive 
Committee has appointed 
SVC Herman Anderson to 
chair the speaker committee. 
Herman will be in charge of 
acquiring speakers for our 
regular membership meet-
ings beginning with Novem-
ber and extending through 
June, 2020. Any member 
who has a suggestion for a 
speaker, or wishes to present 
a program, should contact 
SVC Anderson at 
hermani @bellsouth.net  or 
770-547-7347. 

October Regular Meeting at Petite Violette Res-
taurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd. NE, Atlanta 30329 
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Those Left Behind 

If U.S. military personnel have been left behind in 
Afghanistan, it won't be the first time. 

On 05 Jan 1968, Army helicopter pilot W02 Frank 

I
Anton was shot down in South Vi-
etnam and captured. After years in 
enemy prison camps in South Vietnam 
and Laos, he and others were force 

- 	 marched to a prison near Hanoi 
nicknamed "the Plantation." 

In his memoir Why Didn't You Get 
Me Out Anton claims he heard that 

some of the 33 USAF B-52 crew members captured 
during Operation Linebacker (18-28 Dec 1972) had 
lost limbs and were not among the 591 American 
POWs released in Operation Homecoming (12 Feb 
04 Mar 1973) even though U.S. military doctors had 
set aside hospital rooms for them at Clark AFB in 
the Philippines. Anton speculates that the North 
Vietnamese wanted only reasonably healthy-looking 
POWs to be photographed coming home. 

As of 26 Jul 2019, the Department of Defense re- 
ported that,, of 1,568 U.S. 

• I personnel still MIA in 
:/ •4' 	• 	Vietnam, action on 90 has 

been "deferred", 498 are 
unaccounted for, and 1,009 
were accounted for. The 
Library of Congress's 

POW/MIA database states that as of 07 Nov 2001, 
there are 1,948 Americans unaccounted for in South-
east Asia. The Library reports that, since 1973, some 
637 military personnel have been accounted for, the 
majority coming from Vietnam (456) and Laos 
(156). 

In his State of the Union address on 30 Jan 1974, 
President Richard Milhous Nixon said, "All of our 
troops have returned from Southeast Asia and they 
have returned with honor." 

Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin, Russian president 1991- 
99,, dictated a letter to the U.S. 

I 
Senate on 11 Nov 92 stating, 
"There are no Americans forcibly 

- 	held on the territory of Russia". 

Dimitri Vologonov, a Russian 
emissary who read the letter to the 
Senate the following day, 
explained that nine Vietnam War 

era POWs were taken to Russia, but they were 
"deserters" and later relocated in other countries. 

He added that 3,000 airmen were held in camps 
along the North Korea-Chinese border, but "records 
indicate" that none were sent to Russia, "although 
some may have gone to China." 

Before a 27 Jul 53 ceasefire stopped the shooting 

MIL
war in Korea, a total of 684 
sick or wounded American 
POWs were repatriated in 
Operation Little Switch (20 
Apr-03 May 1953). An 
additional 3,597 U.S. 

prisoners were freed in operation Big Switch which 
ran from 05 Aug 1953 through 23 Dec 1953. 

Overall, more than 7,500 U.S. troops remain unac-
counted for in the Korean War. 

Anton, now retired, claims that after the ceasefire, 
some 800 POWs from North Korean and Chinese 
prison camps were sent by train to Siberia. 

Anton states that President Dwight David Eisenhow-
er was informed of this. Ike knew, Anton presumes, 
that the Soviets would kill these men if the truth got 
out. 

In hopes that they would live, and out of concern for 
their families, Anton asserts that the report never 
was made public. Anton doesn't reveal how he got 
it. 

On 27 Oct 2011. BBC News interviewed David 
Hawkins,, 78, who was one of 
21 U.S. prisoners who chose 
to remain in North Korea after 
active fighting ceased. He said 
he was 17 and "wanted to find 
out what socialism was all 

about". He was sent to China and treated as a celeb-
rity. Hawkins drove a truck in Wuhan and then de-
cided to return to the U.S. in 1956. The Army dis-
honorably discharged him. He now lives in Califor-
nia. 

In Korea the War before Vietnam, an Army psychia-
trist is quoted as saying (our) POWs "displayed no 
sustained resistance to enemy indoctrination." 

This led to the Code of Conduct, a series of declara-
tions to guide the conduct of troops who might be 
captured. It was incorporated in Executive Order 

"Those Left Behind" 
continues on Page 3 
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"Those Left Behind" Continued 

10631 signed by Eisenhower 17 Aug 1955. It was 
in effect in the Vietnam War, but inhumane torture 
led to the recognition that, regardless of the steadfast 
behavior called for by the code, what a prisoner can 
endure will vary by the individual. The body can 
take only so much. Willfully aiding or abetting the 
enemy, however, was not tolerated by one's fellow 
prisoners. 

The numbers from the Vietnam and Korean wars 
pale, however, when 
compared with the 72,000 
troops MIA after World 
War II. These include 

44 	 - persons who were buried 
- 	in unknown locations, 

interred or lost at sea, or 
aboard aircraft which 

crashed in remote areas. The task of resolving WWII 
MIA was assigned to the Defense POW/MIA 
Accounting Agency. Some 18,000 personnel worked 
from 1945 to 1951 to account for the missing. 

Lists of the missing by state are available. A total of 
1,082 are shown for Georgia, with the individuals 
listed by name, rank, branch of service, date of loss, 
and status, such as "non-recoverable". 

An estimated 4,120 U.S. soldiers were captured in 
WW1, Of these, 147 died in prison. The rest were 
repatriated after an 11 Nov 1918 armistice ended the 
conflict. 

There remained, however, some 4,400 MIA from 
WWI. The task of unearthing battlefields was 
assigned to the Graves Registration Service of the 
Army Quartermaster Corps. Some 1,600 remains 
were identified and transferred to U.S. military 
cemeteries in Europe. As of 1932, the task was 
transferred to the American Battle Monuments Com-
mission which identified an additional 26 remains. 

Anton writes, "There is no more solemn covenant 
between a country and those it asks to go into battle 
than to do all that is humanly possible to bring them 
home." 
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Two interesting events for veterans are coming up in 
November. 

On 06 Nov 21, United Military Care will hold a 
gathering at East 
Cobb Park, 3322 Ro-
swell Road in Mariet-
ta to memorialize the 
07 Dec 42 bombing 
of Pearl Harbor and 
the 09 Sep 2000 ter-

ror attacks on New York, Pennsylvania, and the Pen-
tagon. The affair will run from 1100 to 1500 and 
offer free lunch and dessert for all ages. There's no 
admission charge and a special area will be provided 
for children. 

On 13 Nov 21, an official ribbon cutting for a Vi-
etnam Wall replica will take place at 1100 in the vet-
erans memorial section of Newtown Park (left) at 
3125 Old Alabama Road in Johns Creek, GA. Ad-
mission is free. 
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James Poulin - Commander 
jpouIinearthIink.net 	321-427-3751 

John Ottley - SVC 
jkottIey2gnmaiI.com  404-918-6864 

Herman Anderson— JVC 
herman I @bellsouth.net-770-547-7347 

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
FOUNDING EDITORS 

James Poulin - BCR Editor 321-427-3751 

Next Regular Meeting Thursday 11 
November, 2021 at Petite Violette 
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Executive Committee Members 

John Oftley*  (2021-2022) 

Arnold Wall*  (2018-2023) 

Fred Viele*  (2018-2023) 

Albert Alberghini*  (2021-2023) 

Dave Mason (2019-2022) 

Walter Conway*  (2020-2023) 

Sam Steger*  (Ex-Offico Member) 

Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022) 

Commander JamesPoulin 
	

Finance—Bryant Roland* 

Sr Vice Commander JohnOtt1e' 
	

Adjutant—Mike E. Fallaize, Sr.* 

Jr Vice Commander HermanAnderson 
	

Historian—Walter C. Conway * 

Chaplain—J.R. McAlilev 
	

Service Officer - Larry Robert 
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Next Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday 04 November, 2021 

28 29 30 
	 at J Christopher's, Dunwoody 
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