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August 2021 

August Regular Meeting at Petite Violette 
Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd. NE, Atlanta 30329 

Inside this issue: 

We're B-a-a-a-a-a-c-k! 
Post 134 has found a home for its membership meetings at La Petite Violette at 2948 Clairmont 
Rd., NE, in northeast Atlanta. We were delighted to see Austin Mayfield and Don Teddlie back in 
the fold at the post's 08 Jul 21 meeting. Shown at left standing are former Commander Walt Con-
way, Don Teddlie, Arnold Wall, and Mike Fallaize. Seated from left are Fred Viele, Austin May-
field, J.R. McAlilley, and Commander James Poulin. We look forward to a long-term relationship 
with the restaurant which is under the same ownership as the post's former meeting site in Toco 
Hills. Our next meeting will be at noon on 12 Aug 21. Y'all come. 

Boy's State Note 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Grant Gaffney, 
one of the two students Post 134 spon-
sored to this year's Boys State leader-
ship seminar last month wrote this 
note of thanks to Legionnaire Arnold 
Wall. We hope to have these boys, or 
family representatives, as speakers at 
our 12 August 21 regular membership 
meeting. 

Thank you and Post 134 for sponsor-
ing me and Charlie Kirk to Boys State. 
I was able to interact with a group of 
young men who, at first, seemed com-
pletely unlike me but ended up being 
ever so similar. We were all just boys 
and that was all that mattered. 

I didn't run for mayor in the simulated 
elections, holding back to try for city 

attorney, a post which I won. I repre-
sented the hypothetical city of Gwin-
nett in several lawsuits involving citi-
zens charged with committing treason. 
Then, on Tuesday of the seminar, I 
announced my candidacy for governor 
of Georgia. After I gave my nomina-
tion speech, Charlie narrowly edged 
me out the following morning at the 
polls. I then joined his administration 
as attorney general. 

I went into the program with few ex-
pectations, but tried to make the most 
of each moment, especially by consid-
ering different opinions of others. This 
helped me grow as an individual and a 
teammate. 

Boys State increased my patriotism 
and pride in America. I want to 
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Editor's Comments 
I have to be concerned 
about the direction the 
Covid-19 Virus has taken 
and how it will effect the 
Post 134 meetings. All of 
those members that attend-
ed the July Regular meet-
ing were fully vaccinated. 
Now we find out from the 
CDC that those fully vac-
cinated can also transmit 
the disease to others 
(vaccinated and unvac-
cinated) while showing no 
symptoms. It's very diffi-
cult to eat a meal with a 
mask on your face but we 
do need to think about 
CDC recommended proce-
dures. Future meetings may 
be in question and will be 
discussed by the EXCOM 
Meeting 
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"Grant Gaffney Letter" Continued 

I want to become further involved in my communi-
ty. 

I have a much greater appreciation for veterans and I 
yearn to get involved in government in the future. 

Charlie and I will be glad to advocate for Boys State 
among rising seniors at our high school (Marist). 

Thank you for affording me this life-shaping oppor-
tunity. I am extremely grateful to Post 134 and the 
American Legion as a whole. 

"Tragic Signals from the Deep" 

EDITOR'S NOTE: We appreciate John Hancock's 
forwarding the following story, much of which was 
excerptedfrom the Times of London. Additional in-
formation was obtained by the BCR from the sources 
listed below. 

A Court of Inquiry, convened by the U.S. Navy's 
Atlantic Fleet, found on 15 Apr 63 that the 129 per-
sons aboard the nuclear submarine USS Thresher 
(SSN 593) died on 10 Apr 63 after a catastrophic 
failure sent her to the bottom of the Atlantic. 

But, were they all dead? 

Thresher, originally launched 09 Jul 60 from Ports- 

• 
mouth, NH, Naval 

- 	 Shipyard had been 
7. :: - 	back to Portsmouth for 

repair and refitting. 
• She sailed at 0800 on 

09 Apr 63 from Kit 
jtery, ME, to conduct 

sea trials that would 
test the work done at Portsmouth. Aboard, in addi-
tion to her captain--LCDR John Wesley Harvey--
were 112 crewmen and 17 civilian contractors from 
the Navy yard. 

At 0630 on 10 Apr 63, she established contact with 
the Penguin-class Navy submarine rescue vessel 
USS Skylark (ASR 20) some 220 miles east of Cape 
Cod, MA. At 0747 Harvey told Skylark by underwa-
ter telephone that he was beginning a schedule of 
deep dives. 

At 0913, Harvey advised Skylark that Thresher was 
"experiencing difficulties" and that she was at an 
"up angle and attempting to blow (expel water from 
her) ballast tanks". An 0916 message from Harvey 

The Bugle Call Rag 

was garbled as was another 
message aminute later 
which, to Skylark, sounded  
something like "approaching 
test depth". At 0918, Skylark 
heard what she interpreted to 
be the sound of an underwa- 
ter implosion. 

At 1045, Skylark radioed that she had "lost contact 
with Thresher". 

A search involving aircraft and 15 Navy vessels be-
gan immediately. 

The Submarine Force Atlantic commander began 
notifying family members of Thresher's crew at 
1830 that she was missing. 

On 11 April 63 Chief of Naval Operations George 
Whelan Anderson, Jr., told the press that Thresher 
was lost at sea with all hands. 

One of the search vessels was another nuclear sub, 
USS Seawolf(SSN 575) which made four separate 
dives looking for Thresher. On Seawolf s second 
dive, its sonar detected a stationary object on the sea 
floor some 8000 feet below the surface. According 
to recently declassified documents, Seawolf detected 
tapping and emergency beacon transmissions from 
Thresher on 11 Apr 63, the day after the stricken 
submarine failed to surface. 

These sounds indicated that surviving crew members 
were trying to alert rescuers that they were still 
alive. 

Seawolf s commander reported, "We hear what may 
be interrupted keying now, maybe dashes but no 
particular number. We feel sure we hear two BQC 
(distress signal) tones; one very sharp, clear tone, 
and one fuzzy, modulated signal weaker than the 
other." 

A few minutes later, Seawolf tapped to Thresher: 
"Send us a message, send us a message." 

Seawolf s sonar operator heard 37 "pings". "May 
hear very weak voice, unreadable," Seawolf later 
recorded. 

Seawolf surfaced to inform other rescue ships what 
it had heard and dived a third time. This time, she 
reported: "Banging (metal on metal) heard on 
sonar." 

She asked Thresher to "Bang five times on hull." 

"Tragic Signals from the Deep" 
continues on Page 3 



None of the bodies from Thresher were recovered 
The submarine was found the 
following year split into six 
sections on the seabed. 

Thresher was the Navy's first 
nuclear sub lost at sea. It was 
the worst incident in U.S. na-
val peacetime history. 
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"Tragic Signals from the Deep"Continued 

A few minutes later, metal-on-metal bangs were 
heard and described as "loud, spaced, about eight 
seconds apart" (but not as many as five). No further 
sounds were detected. 

The U.S. Navy's investigation into the disaster 
remained classified for decades for "operational 
reasons", until James Bryant, a retired commander 
of Thresher-class submarines, successfully sued in 
court in 2019 for the release of the files. 

The Court of Inquiry blamed the loss on the failure 
of a brazed pipe joint which allowed seawater into 
the engine room shutting down the nuclear reactor. 

The court decided that all on board died when the 
submarine imploded and sank. 

It ruled that none of the sounds picked up by Sea-
wolf "equated with anything that could have come 
from human beings." 

Bruce Rule, an underwater acoustics expert formerly 
with the Office of Naval Intelli- 
gence and author of several books 
on submarine accidents, stated that 
the noises Seawolf heard were gen- 
erated by surface ships trying to 
locate Thresher by sonar during the 
search. 

Rule attributed Thresher's loss to an electrical fail-
ure which caused her reactor to shut down. This, he 
argued, deprived Thresher of its propulsion. Even if 
she blew her ballast tanks, she would have needed 
propulsion to do a controlled return to the surface. 

Rule wrote that Thresher's maximum design depth 
was 2,000 feet and contends that her hull ruptured at 
2,400 feet. 

Navy CAPT Zeb Dickey Alford, a close 
friend of LCDR Harvey, listened to a  
transcript of communications between 
Thresher and Skylark in which Harvey 	1 

said that Thresher's engine room had 

flooded and he was trying to execute an emergency 
surfacing. 

Alford said that he could hear the ballast tank pumps 
fading and the propeller slowing. "At that point", 
Alford stated, "Harvey knew his ship was lost." 

Alford said he believed Thresher struck the bottom in a 
near-vertical dive and broke apart. 

Skylark had a submarine rescue chamber, but it would 
not work below a depth of 850 feet. 

Why couldn't Thresher restart its reactor? LT Raymond 
A. McCoole, the reactor control officer was at home car-
ing for his wife, Barbara, who had ben injured when a 
bottle of liniment exploded in her face. A trainee was 
carrying out his duties. Years later, McCoole stated that, 
had he been aboard, he thought he could have restarted 
the reactor. He died in 2004 at 75. 

Print Sources 

The Times of London 

Websites 

Commentaries of Bruce Rule on USS Caesar Alum-
ni Association 

Deseret News 

Interesting Engineering 

Popular Mechanics 

Legion, the Journal of Canadian Military History 

Military 

Seacoast Line 

The History Channel 

The War Zone 

The Washington Post 

United Press International 

USNI News 

You Tube 

Wikipedia 

Place built: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Kittery, ME 

Builder: Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 

Commander: John Wesley Harvey ussthresher.com  

Launched: July 9, 
1960 

Laid down: 28 May 
1958 

Commissioned: 3 
August 1961 
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James Poulin - Commander 
jpouIinearthIink.net 	321-427-3751 

John Ottley - SVC 
jkottIey2gnmaiI.com  - 404-918-6864 

Herman Anderson - JVC 
hermanl@bellsouth.net  - 770-547-7347 

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
FOUNDING EDITORS 

James Poulin - BCR Editor 321-427-3751 

Next Regular Meeting Thursday 
12 August, 2021 At Petite Violette 
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Executive Committee Members 

John Oftley*  (2021-2022) 

Arnold Wall*  (2018-2023) 

Fred Viele*  (2018-2023) 

Albert Alberghini*  (2021-2023) 

Dave Mason (2019-2022) 

Sam Steger*  (Ex-Offico Member) 

* Past Commanders 

Commander JamesPoulin 
	

Finance—Bryant Roland* 

Sr Vice Commander JohnOtt1e' 
	

Adjutant—Mike E. Fallaize, Sr.* 

Jr Vice Commander HermanAnderson 
	

Historian—Walter C. Conway * 

Chaplain—J.R. McAlilev 
	

Service Officer - Larry Robert 
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Next Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday 05 August, 2021 

29 30 31 
	 at J Christopher's, Dunwoody 
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