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Commander's Comments 

Once again it is time for the nomination 
and election of Post Officers and mem-
bers of the Executive Committee. Unfor-
tunately, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
we last held elections for the 2019-2020 
year. The good news is that resumption of 
our Post meetings and activities appears 
possible soon. And so, the installation of 
new Officers and Executive Committee 
members is in order. As a proud member 
of American Legion Atlanta Fulton Coun-
ty Post 134, I am honored and proud to 
have served as Commander and will work 
to support the new Commander and all 
the Officers and Executive Committee 
members for the coming year 2021-2022. 

Walter Conway, Commander 

EDITOR 'S NOTE: Carl Pirkle's photo 

Carl Ivan Pirkle 

and death notice appeared in the March, 
2021, issue. A full obituary was not avail-
able at deadline. Since then, we have 
received his obit from Carl's family. An 
edited version appears below. 

John Ottley, Co Editor, Former Post 134 
jvC 

Carl Ivan Pirkle Jr. died of Covid-19 
in St. Joseph's Hospital on 14 Jan 21. 
He was 93. 

Carl was born 15 Sep 27 in Atlanta, 
the oldest son of the 
late Carl I. Pirkle, Sr., 
and Elizabeth Pirkle. 
He was graduated from 
Petersburg High 
School in Virginia in 
1945. Carl earned a bachelor's degree 
from William and Mary University, a 
master's degree from West Virginia 
University, and a PhD from New York 
University. 

He worked in a variety of academic 
institutions, including Purdue Univer-
sity, Virginia Tech and Oglethorpe 
University. He was also a veteran of 
World War II, serving in the U.S. Ar-
my Air Forces. 

While living in Atlanta, he met, and 
married, the former Anita Amsden in 
1959, a partnership that lasted for 
more than 60 years. While raising his 
family, Carl devoted his spare time 
to a variety of philanthropic activities, 
including his church, Holy Innocents 
Episcopal, as well tutoring elementary 
school students. He officiated at high 
school track and swim meets, taught 
canoeing to Girl Scouts, and acted as a 
docent for the National Park Service. 
He was active in the Rotary Club of 
Sandy Springs and served as junior 
vice commander, and Executive Com-
mittee member, of American Legion 
Post 134. 

When he was hospitalized with Covid-
29, his nurse texted Carl's family stat-
ing how honored she was to care for 
him, and how he focused on making 
her feel comfortable, even though he 
knew that he was dying. 

In addition to his parents, Carl was 
preceded in death by his daughter, 
Allison. He is survived by his wife, 
Anita, children Greg (Sherry) and Da-
na Gaines (Jack); brother Allen Pirkle 
(Susan), 	sisters Harriet Marble and 
Elizabeth Braxton (Robert); and 
grandchildren Ryan and Mackenzie 
Gaines. 

Inside this issue: 

Carl Ivan Pirkle Obituary I 

"One Way to Silence 	2-3 
Your Cousin" 

"13 Questions about The 3 
Battle of the Bulge" 

Meeting Info 	 4 

Editor's Comments 
I ran Carl's Obituary in it's 
entirety as I thought we all 
should get to know who he 
was. I knew him only through 
the AL meetings and had no 
idea that he was such a large 
figure in the community. It was 
an honor to serve with Carl 

James Poulin, Editor 

Commander AsbeITy would 
like a report on how many of 
our Members may have con-
tracted COVID 19. Please con-
tact me by email if you have or 
members of your family have 
contracted C OVID 19. Also, if 
a member is aware of any vet-
eran or veteran's family in need 
of assistance due to Covid-19. 
Contact me at 

April Meeting Cancelled 
Until Further Notice 

The family plans a private service in lpoulin@earthlink.net. 
Virginia in the spring. Donations to 
Post 134 in his memory are tax de-
ductible. 
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One Way to Silence Your Cousin 

In the years leading up to World War II, it wasn't enough 
that President Franklin Delano Roosevelt had to deal, 
directly or indirectly, with the likes of Winston Spencer 
Churchill, Adolf Hitler, Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, 
Chiang Kai-shek, Benito Amilcare Andrea Mussolini, 
Charles Andre Joseph Marie de Gaulle, Josip Broz Tito, 
and Japanese Emperor Hirohito. 

Ironically, one of the biggest thorns in his side was his 
own cousin, Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. 1,  (left) first son of 

P
Rough Rider and 26th president, Teddy'. 

Born Theodore Roosevelt III, but was 
known as "Jr." 

Teddy fathered six children. Ted III was the 
oldest. Bad blood flowed between the cous-
ins more than a decade before Hitler invad-

ed Poland. Ted, who had served with distinction in World 
War I and later as Assistant Secretary of the Navy, was 
running on the Republican ticket for governor of New 
York in 1924. His cousin Franklin, a Democrat, spoke 
publicly against him. Ted responded that Franklin was "a 
maverick and did not wear the family brand". This an-
gered Franklin's wife, Eleanor', and she campaigned vig-
orously against Ted who lost to Democrat Alfred Emanu-
el Smith on 04 Nov 24 by almost 109,000 votes. 

Five years later, President Herbert Clark Hoover appoint-
ed Ted governor of Puerto Rico and, in 1932, governor-
general of the Philippines. 

In the 1932 presidential race, Ted said of candidate 
Franklin, (right) "He is of such poor stuff that It is im-
probable that he will be elected." Franidi 
defeated Hoover in a landslide. 

Ted's military career began when he attended 
a civilian military training camp prior to 
America's 1917 involvement in WWI. The 
National Defense Act of 1916 established the Organized 
Reserve Corps and Ted was commissioned a major in the 
U.S. Army. He saw combat with the First Division in 
WWI, rising to lieutenant colonel and commanding the 
26th Infantry Regiment of the 1st Infantry Division. 

After an 11 Nov 18 armistice ended WWI, Ted was 
among a group of 20 American Expeditionary Force of-
ficers who were asked how troop morale could be im-
proved. He suggested forming an organization of veter-
ans. With live other WWI veterans, he is credited with 

founding the American Legion. Some 
1,000 American veterans convened in 

. 

	

	Paris 15-17 Mar 19 to organize the 
Legion. On 08 May 19, the nascent 
organization met in St. Louis, MO, to 
adopt a constitution and preamble. Con-
gress chartered the Legion 16 Sep 19. 

Today there are 2 million members in 13,000 posts. 

The Roosevelt family feud perhaps first boiled up when 
Franklin was James Middleton Cox's Democrat running 
mate in the 1920 presidential election. Ted's family cam-
paigned for Republican Warren Gamaliel Harding and 
vice-presidential candidate Calvin Coolidge. Harding and 
Coolidge won. 

As noted above Franklin got his revenge on Ted in the 
1924 New York gubernatorial contest. 

As war clouds darkened again in the 1930s, Ted became 
a leading spokesman against his cousin's involving the 
U.S. in a foreign war. He called Franklin a "self-serving 
intellectual lightweight". 

On 01 Sep 39—the very day Nazi panzers rolled into Po-
land--Ted wrote his half-sister, "I am confident that 
(Franklin) is itching to get into (the war), partly as a 
means pf bolstering himself and partly because of mega-
lomania." Ted later told a University of Virginia audi-
ence that our nation should take up arms "only in defense 
of our free institutions, our representative democracy, 
and our territory". 

When FDR ran for a third presential term in 1940, Ted 
campaigned enthusiastically for his Republican opponent, 
Wendell Lewis \Villkie. After Wilikie lost, a reporter 
asked about Ted's relationship to Franklin. He replied, 
"fifth cousin soon to be removed". 

Ted's attitude apparently softened somewhat after Con-
gress enacted the Lend-Lease Program on 11 Mar 41. He 
wrote one of his sons that "England is fighting our battles 
and we must furnish her with weapons, but on no account 
men". 

On 23 May 41, roughly seven months before the Pearl 

C 
Harbor raid, some 22,000 America First 

-- 	Committee supporters jammed into New 
York City's Madison Square Garden4. Trans-
atlantic flying hero Chares Augustus Lind- 
bergh, the lead 	speaker, stated that 

I "democracy, tolerance, and our American 
way of life" would not survive if the nation 

was forced into a war it did not want. Cheering with the 
majority were members of Ted's family who sat on stage, 
although Ted and Eleanor didn't attend. 

A week after the rally, Franklin found a way to silence 
cousin Ted who had retained his Reserve commission, 
been graduated from the Army's Command and General 
Staff College, and attained the rank of colonel. The Presi-
dent had Ted called to active duty. Ted was given com-
mand of his old WWI unit, the 1st Division's 26th Iiifan-
try Regiment. He later rose to assistant division com-
mander. 

While Ted was hospitalized after the 1942 North Africa 
campaign, his wife wrote Army Chief of Staff Gen. 

"One W' to Silence Your Cousin" continues on Page 3 
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"One Way to Silence Your Cousin" Cont. 

George Catlett Marshall, Jr., asking that her husband be 
assigned to a combat unit when he healed. Marshall 
responded to Eleanor that it was never out of line to pull 
strings if a man is asking to be in a more dangerous job 
than he was. 

Accordingly, Ted was assigned assistant division com-
mander of the 4th Infantry Divi-
sion in February, 1944. He was 
the only American general of-
ficer to go ashore by sea on 
Day, 06 Jun 44, landing on Utah 
Beach in Normandy and walk-
ing with a cane. At Só, he re- 

portedly was the oldest man in the invasion. 

He died in Meautis, France, of a heart attack at midnight 
on 12 Jun 44, the same day he had been recommended 
for promotion to major general by General Omar Nelson 
Bradley, commander, U.S. First Army'. 

Journalist Abbott Joseph Liebling, wrote in The New 
Yorker that Ted was "as nearly fearless as it is given to 
man to be." 

Ted rests in Coleville-sur-Mer cemetery in France beside 
his brother, Quentin, who was shot down in \V\VI while 
an aviator in the 95th Reconnaissance Squadron. 

In the end we can assume that the cousins—if not their 
families—made at least a semblance of peace. Ted was 
awarded the Medal of Honor posthumously, a decoration 
which Marshall recommended and Franklin surely must 
have endorsed. 
1 Born Theodore Roosevelt III, but was known as "Jr.' 
2 Teddy fathered six children. Ted III was the oldest. 

Both Ted and Franklin married women whose first name was Eleanor 

14.000 others were turned away. 

The result of severe arthritis growing out of a leg wound in WWI. 
6 Earlier, Bradley had recommended that Ted be relieved from the 1st Infantry 
Division. 
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13 Questions about The Battle of the Bulge 

Q: What were the dates of the Battle of the Bulge? 
A: 16 Dee 44to25 Jan 45. 
Q: What was the westernmost point of German advance? 

A: The Belgian village of Foy Notre-Dame 
southeast of Dinant. 
Q: Were there any Gen. George Smith Patton 
-type soldier slapping incidents during the 
Bulge? 
A: Some came close. CPT John Koerner, a 

surgeon with the U.S. 35th Division, had prepared to 
evacuate some GIs suffering severely from frostbite 
when a colonel stormed in, asking "What's wrong with 
these men?" When told, he demanded they be warmed 
and sent back to duty. Koerner replied that, if they were 
sent back, they likely would lose a hand or foot. The 
colonel replied, "I'm ordering you to send them back to 
the lines." When Koerner again refused, the superior of-
ficer threatened him with court martial. His threat never 
materialized. 
Q: Were all cases of combat fatigue simply cowardice as 
Patton believed? 
A: LTC Walter Cook, chief surgeon, U.S. 2nd Infantry 
Division, described three subdivisions of combat fatigue: 
• Wounded men who developed a conditioned fear 

complex. 
• Previously wounded soldiers returned to the front. 
• Men who had been fighting since the 04 Jun 44 Nor-

mandy landings and were just worn out. 
Q: When did the Germans realize that their attack had 
failed? 
A: After being stopped at Werbomont, Belgium, 1st SS 
p 	Panzer Regiment Commander Joachim Peiper 

(left.) began disabling his remaining armored 
vehicles on 23 Dec 44. The following day, 
General Hasso von Mantueffel phoned Gen-
eral Alfred Ferdinand Jodl that his tanks were 
out of gas and the offensive definitely had 

failed. On 26 Dec 44, Hitler released reserves for I\4an-
tueffel, but they could not move for want of fuel. 
On 26 Dec 44, tanks from the German 5th and 6th armies 
had been halted short of their objectives along the Meuse 
River. German Army Group B's chief of staff noted in 
his diary, "Today a culminating point has been reached." 
General Jodl separately conceded, "We cannot reach the 
Meuse". 
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