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Editor's Comments 
I chose the Vietnam article this 
month because I served one 
year there. I call it my free one 
year all expenses paid vacation 
in a warm climate. Never un-
derstood why we were there 
and still don't, I just followed 
orders and did my duty. I was a 
Combat Engineer and a Con-
struction Surveyor while there. 

James Poulin, Editor 

Commander Asbeny would 
like a report on how many of 
our Members may have con-
tracted COVID 19. Please con-
tact me by email if you have or 
members of your family have 
contracted C OVID 19. Also, if 
a member is aware of any vet-
eran or veteran's family in need 
of assistance due to Covid-19. 
Contact me at 

jlpoulin(iearthlinknet 
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September 15, 1927 January 14, 
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Carl served in the 
USAAF during 
WWII and served 
on the Executive 
Committee of Post 
134 for 3 years 
and was the Junior Vice Commander for 2 
years. 

L.Ogins  of the Vietnam War 
in a Nutshell 

by Dr. Sam Holliday 

On 06 Apr 1955, Secretary Dulles in-
structed the US embassy in Saigon to 
insist on "safeguards" for free elections to 
unify all of Vietnam. Such "safeguards" 
were to be those that the Communists 
would be expected to reject. The embassy 
was to see if Diem would go along 
with such a plan. But Diem had his own 
plans. He wanted to weaken all of those 
that supported his rival Bao Dai, and was 
not interested in the unification of Vi-
etnam until Bao Dai was neutralized. 
Then he planned to reach an agreement 
with the Communists. After this was 
learned, the Americans in Saigon wanted 
to remove Diem, but Dulles and Eisen-
hower decided to continue supporting 
him. 

On 09 Aug 1955, Diem stated that his 
government was not bound by the Geneva 
Agreement to unite Vietnam through with 
the elections, and that he was not going to 
negotiate about such elections as long as 
the Communist regime remained in power 
in Hanoi. 

On 23 Oct 1955, an election was held in 
South Vietnam between monarchy (Bao-
Dai) and a republic (Diem), which was 
conducted with a disregard for democratic 

principles. Diem won and proclaimed 
himself president of the Republic of Vi-
etnam. He then cancelled elections set for 
1956 to unite all of Vietnam. For the next 
year Diem built a functioning state and 
put down insurgents. 

On 08 May 1956, the co-chairmen of the 
Geneva Conference (Soviet Union and 
Britain) issue a compromise that was far 
short of what Saigon wanted. 

On 05 Sep 1956, the US NSC stated US 
objectives as a "rollback" of the power of 
North Vietnam aiming at the unification 
of Vietnam under "anti-Communist 
leadership". 

By the middle of 1957 Diem's weaknesses 
were visible; he was never able to appeal 
to Vietnamese nationalism, and his re-
gime showed signs of incompetence and 
corruption. Diem put his family members 
in power and his opponents in jail. 

On 23 Nov 1957, Tran van Giau made a 
statement to all Communist fighters stat-
ing revolution is an art with success de-
pendent on the time and circumstances. 
Therefore, the armed struggle would have 
to wait for more propitious conditions. 
Now was the time to build paral-
lel networks throughout society. With this 
it was clear that North Vietnam under-
stood warfare better than either South 
Vietnam or the USA. 

During 1957-1961 there were often ten-
sions and many disagreements between 
the US and South Vietnam officials re-
garding US support and the possibility of 
Saigon reaching an agreement with 
Hanoi for Vietnam to unite as a 
"neutralist". But neither those in Wash-
ington or Saigon understood the important 
of building parallel networks from the 
bottom up. Hanoi did and started building 

Origins of rite T leluwn War 
continues on Page 2 

March Meeting Cancelled 
and for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic 

Carl Ivan Pirkie 
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"Origins of the Vietnam War" Continued 
I 

I 	Action at the 'Island of the Game' 	lb. 

On her first attempt to circumnavigate the globe by air, Amelia Mary such networks throughout South Vietnam. The US MAAG-Vietnam, 
thinking in terms of War, was organizing and training the military to Earhart (1897-1937) left Oakland, CA, on 17 Mar 37 in a twin-engine 
stop a military invasion by the north. Most of them did not see what Lockheed Electra Model lO-E, touching down at 0525 the following 
was going on in the countryside nor did they listen to those Americans day at Wheeler Army Airfield adjacent to Schofield Barracks on 
trying to build local security and effective authority at the district Oahu, HI. She had experienced propeller pitch problems and flew 
level, locally on 19 Mar 35 while they were resolved. She landed for the day 

In November, 1961, William Bundy, Asst. Secretary of Defense, said at Luke Army Airfield on Ford Island in Pearl Harbor.  
the US might have to take over the war from the South Vietnamese On 20 Mar 37, at approximately 0545, Earhart pushed the throttles full 
and might even have to go to war with China if it intervened. Howev- forward on Luke Field to begin the second leg. Her intended destina- 
er, there was no agreement in Saigon or Washington on what US poli- tion was Howland Island 2,  some 1,700 miles to the southwest in the 
cy should be. Also, US policy makers did not understand that in war- Central Pacific. 
fare such as that in Vietnam, foreigners could not achieve stability. It For reasons still not crystal clear, she ground looped on Luke Field 
must be achieved by those living in each district and province, before becoming airborne. The right main 
By March, 1962, America's official view of Diem had changed from landing gear collapsed and both props bent 
being an unpopular dictator to "a leader having the respected among when they scraped the runway. Some said it 
his people. However, this view was fax from the truth. was pilot error. Others claimed they saw a 

01101 Oct 1962 everyone recognized that the insurgency in South tire blow on takeoff roll. The plane was 

Vietnam had gained control of much of the countryside, but Diem damaged beyond repairs that could be made 

opened the National Assembly with "everywhere we are taking the in Hawaii. Amelia returned to Los Angeles 

initiative. . . sowing insecurity in the Communists' strongholds." Not aboard the steamship Malolo. The wrecked plane was transported 

only was reality being ignored, there was no understanding of how to back in boxes on a separate vessel. 

achieve stability at the lowest possible costs. Some were thinking of Earhart was no stranger to transiting by ship. On 12 Jan 35 she com- 
the means of War and other of the means of Peace, yet Vietnam was pleted the first successful solo flight from Wheeler to Oakland in a 
in a condition between Peace and War which required its own means. single-engine Lockheed Vega 5C high wing monoplane. She covered 

On 03 Dec 1962 Roger Hilsman, assistant secretary of state, stated the 2,400 miles in 18 hours 5  . 

that a coup in South Vietnam was likely which would cause setback in The curious among us might ask whether she set a record getting the 
the pacification effort. Vega from California to Oahu. The answer: no. Both plane and pilot 
On 06 Apr 1963, tension between Diem and the US became heated were delivered by ocean vessel to Oahu. Probable reason: prevailing 
over Diem's rejection of the USA plan to expand and deepen the advi- westerlies might have caused her to run out of fuel. Detractors might 
sory efforts at the local level throughout South Vietnam and to take suggest that the North American continent was a much better naviga- 
funds from the military to do this. tion target than Oahu. 

By July, 19635  the Communists controlled most of the countryside. Luke Field on Ford Island was named for 2LT Frank Luke, Jr., the 
Saigon controlled the larger towns in South Vietnam. It was Hanoi's "Arizona balloon buster", from Phoenix. Interestingly, he was born in 
view that the US was no longer invincible and should not be feared. 1897--the same year as Amelia. He became 
Americans had still not learn how to achieve stability in the grey zone the second leading AEF aviator in WWI. 
of Warfare, between Peace and War. The State Department pushed for His 19 kills' were exceeded only by CPT 
the means of Peace (negotiations, soft power, and compromise), the Edward Vernon Rickenbacker's 26. Luke 
Defense Department pushed for the means of War (War forces and was forced down by anti-aircraft fire on 29 
firepower to destroy the enemy's critical mass). Turf baffles in Wash- Sep 18 near Murvauix, France. He was killed 
ington prevented effective and efficient policies for murky situations, while blasting away with his Colt Model 
like Vietnam, when the action needed was not clear, when identify- 1911 .45 caliber pistol at would-be German 
ing allies and adversaries is difficult, when the morals of peacetime captors.5  Luke was awarded The Congressional Medal of Honor' post- 
are a handicap, when it is difficult to articulate the desired outcome, humously. 
and when the means needed for success at the lowest possible cost are Wheeler airfield (FAA identifier PHHI) was established in 1922. On 
being debated by politicians, intellectuals, and bureaucrats. 11 Nov 22, it was named for Army aviator MAJ Sheldon Harvey 
On 31 Aug 1963, there was a critical meeting in Washington which Wheeler who died in a fatal crash on nearby Ford Island. 
determined the actions of the USA in Vietnam for the next eight years. The U.S Army bought Ford island in 1916 from owner Dr. Seth Por- 
Those in the foreign policy establishment advocated the neo- ter Ford, a physician. They renamed it for him, leveled hills, and built 
colonial approach that attempts to govern all of a country through a an airfield for the 6th Aero Squadron. The landing area was named 
central government. These were the Idealists seeking to export Amen- Luke Field in 1919. In lime, new Army planes there needed longer 
can ways. No one stressed the realistic Phoenix approach. The only runways. Hickham Field, adjacent to Pearl Harbor, was completed in 
person at the meeting with extensive experience in Vietnam suggest 1939. Army aviation moved there and Ford Island was transferred to 
that the US should withdraw with honor. He was ignored. the Navy. It was renamed Naval Air Station Ford Island. Luke's 
EDITOR'S NOTE: Sam Holiday, PhD, was a retired U.S. Army name, however, was preserved at the present-day Luke Air Force 
infantry colonel and professor at the University of South Carolina. He Base, near Glendale, AZ. 
co-authored a book on insurgent warfare with a fellow graduate of the Wheeler, Ford, and Hickham were among the primary targets of the 
Army Command and General Staff College. After a research assign- Japanese surprise aerial attack on 07 Dec 41 
ment at the Army War College, he commanded a brigade in the which brought the U.S. into WWII. At least 
Vietnam War. He died in 2020 of complications associated with  four pilots from the Army's 46th and 47th 
Covid 19. Pursuit Squadrons based at Wheeler made it 

into the air that fateful morning in Curtiss 

'Adion at the IsIwid of the Game"' continues on Page 3 
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"Action at the 'Island of the Game" Continued 

P-36 Hawks and Curtiss P-40 Warhawks. They shot down five attack-
ing enemy aircraft. 

The four were 2LT Harry Winston Brown (192"Actio"Action at the 
'Island of the Game" Continued 

nat the 'Island of the Game" Continued 

1-1991), 2LT Philip Martin Rasmussen (1918-2005), 1LT Lewis 
Morgan Sanders (1907-1984), and 2LT Gordon Herbert Sterling, Jr. 
(19191941)8.  Each was credited with one kill. Brown claimed two 
kills that day, but the second wasn't confirmed until March, 1942. At 
least one other U.S. fighter pilot, 2LT Malcolm Michael Moore, also 
made it into the air during the attack. Air Force records do not show 
that he accounted for any Japanese aircraft. 

Two other pilots from the 47th Pursuit Squadron, 2LTs Kenneth Mar-
lar Taylor (1919-2006) and George Schwartz Welch (1918-1954), 
raced to an auxiliary field at Haleiwa and took off in P-40s. Taylor 
shot down two enemy planes. Welch was given credit for four kills. 

Ford Island's original name was Moku ume ume, or "Island of the 
Game". In the "game", childless married couples 
would gather around a fire. The game leader would 
tap a man and a woman, not necessarily married to 
one another. They would leave the fire circle and 
spend the night together. The object was to enable 
infertile couples to enjoy the pleasure of having 
children. The Hawaii Historical Foundation, casting the islands in 
their most favorable light, refers to the practice as "other cultural ac-
tivities". As one might imagine, "the game" did not sit well with mis-
sionaries visiting from the mainland. They managed to put a stop to it 
inthe 1830's. 

'One source states that she landed at 0825. This might have been a time zone 
miscalculation. 
2The same dot in the Pacific where she and her navigator, Frederick Joseph 
Noonan (1893-1937), disappeared on 02 Jul 37 on her second attempt to fly 
around the world. Neither plane nor crew has been found. Earhart was declared 
dead in absentia 05 Jan 39; Noonan on 20 Jun 38. 
3Pioneers of Flight Gallery website states the flying time was 19 hours. 
18 according to the National Aviation Hall of Fame. 

5One source states that there was no gunfight and that Luke died of wounds 
inflicted by anti-aircraft fire. 
6Now the Medal of Honor. 
7Awoke, heard the bombing, strapped on his .45 caliber pistol, ran to the flight 
line, and took off still wearing his pajamas. 
3Killed in action later that same day. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: BG Robin Olds (1922-2007) was an USAF triple ace with 
a total of 17 confirmed kills in WWII and Vietnam. Little can be added to his 
legend as a fighter pilot. His football days at West Point are perhaps not as 
widely covered. This story was forwarded to us by Wayne Waddell, a USAF 
fighter-bomber pilot who was shot down over Vietnam and then survived more 
than five years of imprisonment as a POW. 

i. 	
. 	When the second quarter began, Robin's temper was 

about to erupt. On several defensive plays he'd been 
smacked in the face or clipped from behind—cheap 

p 	 shots. 

Five minutes into the second quarter, Olds fought 
back. As Navy's Hal Hamberg dropped back to pass, 
Olds broke through the line of scrimmage. Just as he 

neared Hamberg, a Navy blocking back delivered a vicious forearm to Olds's 
mouth. Olds fell to the ground and lay on the grass writhing in pain. He raised 
his right hand to his mouth, quickly realizing that his two front teeth had been 
knocked out. Blood poured from his mouth, Olds crawled around on the 
ground, searching for his teeth. 

Another Army defensive lineman kneeled down and asked Olds what he was 
doing. 
"I lost some teeth," Olds said. "Help me find them." 
"You need to get off the field, Robin. You're in really bad shape. You need a 
doctor right now First, I gotta find my teeth." 
"Why?" 
"I don't know, Ijust do." 
Alter more prodding, Olds got up, still bleeding like a man chewing on glass 
shards, and was led off the field. 

Henry Romanek (1920-2008) went in to replace Olds. Army Coach Earl Henry 
Blaik (1897-1989) shook Romanek and cautioned him to "play smart. Don't do 
anything that will hurt the team." 

His words were wasted on the enraged Romanek. Over the next several plays, 
he hit Navy players in the jaw, clipped a few others, 
and eventually was flagged for a personal foul. 

As Romanek jogged to the sideline, Blaik, screamed, 	.. 
"What the hell was that?" He threatened to bench 
Romanek permanently. 

Meanwhile Olds lay on a table in the locker room. In 
two separate places his teeth had stabbed through his 
upper lip which was badly swollen. The team doctor 
worked for 10 minutes sewing up Olds: 34 stitches in all. Olds still looked as if 
he'd been in a car wreck. Nonetheless, when the doc finished, Olds hopped off 
the table, grabbed his helmet, and ran back onto the field. 

A single cross bar made of heavy plastic had been affixed to his helmet to 
protect his mouth. 

Grunting like a caveman at Blaik (right), Olds mo-
tioned that he wanted back in the game. The doc 
said it would be OK if Olds could stand the pain. 

"Okay, Robin, go get 'em," Blaik said. 

Olds scanned the Navy huddle for the blocking back who had knocked out his 
teeth. When he found him, Olds growled like a monster spitting blood. 

On their second play, Navy ran directly at Olds. Shedding his initial blocker, 
Olds was suddenly face to face with the player who'd hurt him. He shoved the 
Midshipman to the ground, jumped in the air, and came down, right knee first, 
directly onto his foe's rib cage. The blow knocked the wind out of the block-
ing back and broke two of his ribs. 

"How's that feel?" Olds grumbled as he stood on the player, who was eventu-
ally hauled off the field on a stretcher. 

As the clock counted down, Olds didn't miss a play on either offense or de-
fense, and two more Navy players were helped off the field after absorbing 
blows from Olds. 

Unfortunately for the Black Knights of the Hudson, Olds' alone couldn't carry 
Army to victory. Navy won 14-0. 

Olds was selected as an All American in 1942 and was also named "Player of 
the Year" by sports writer Grantland Rice and 
"Lineman of the Year" by Collier's Weekly. 

Two decades after the '42 Army-Navy game, Blaik 
said that Olds's performance that day was the most 
courageous he'd ever seen on a football field. 

Olds graduated with the West Point Class of 1943 
and was assigned to Europe as a fighter pilot. For 
his World War II service, Olds was awarded two 
Silver Stars, two Distinguished Flying Crosses and 
28 Air Medals. He was 22 years old at war's end. 
In Vietnam he earned the Air Force Cross, two 
Legion of Merit, four Distinguished Flying Crosses, 

and 12 Air Medals. 
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