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But his wartime service came at a high personal 
price. 

In the final months of WWII he was grounded for 
being "flak happy," today called Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD). When he returned to the 
U.S. in August, 1945, Stewart was a changed man. 
He had lost so much weight that he looked sickly. 
He rarely slept, and when he did, he had nightmares 
of planes exploding and men falling through the air 
screaming. (In one mission alone his unit had lost 13 
planes and 130 men, most of whom he knew person-
ally). 

He was depressed, couldn't focus, and refused to 
talk to anyone about his war experiences. His acting 
career was all but over. As one of Stewart's biog-
raphers put it, "Every decision he made [during the 
war] was going to preserve life or cost lives. He took 
back to Hollywood all the stress that had built up." 

In 1946 he got his break. He took the role of George 
Bailey, the suicidal father in 'It's a Wonderful Life.' 
The rest is history. 

Actors and crew of the set realized that in many of 
the disturbing scenes of George Bailey unraveling in 
front of his family, Stewart wasn't acting. His PTSD 
was being captured on filmed for potentially mil-
lions to see. But despite Stewart's inner turmoil, 
making the movie was therapeutic for the combat 
veteran. He would go on to become one of the most 
accomplished and loved actors in American history. 

When asked in 1941 why he wanted to leave his act-
ing career to fly combat missions over Nazi Germa-
ny, he said, "This country's conscience is bigger than 
all the studios in Hollywood put together, and the 
time will come when we'll have to fight." 

Whenever you watch the classic film, 'It's A Won-
derful Life,' remember the sacrifices of Jimmy 
Stewart and all the men who gave up so much to 
serve their country during wartime. 

Incidentally, while Stewart was fighting in Europe, 
his Oscar statue was displayed proudly in his fa-
ther's Pennsylvania hardware store. Throughout his 
life, the beloved actor always said his father, a 
World War I veteran, was the person who had made 
the biggest impact on him. 

Jimmy Stewart was awarded the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom in 1985 and died in 1997 at the age of 
89. 

This article came to me from one of our Executive Committee 
Members Alfred C Alberghini. I do not know the name of the 
author but the information he quoted or cited came from a book 
found in the gift shop at Pearl Harbor, Reflections on Pearl 
Harbor" by Admiral Chester Nimitz. this piece is an example 
of the forward thinking needed to win a war and protect our 
beautiful country. 

What God did at Pearl Harbor that day is interesting 
and I never knew this little bit of history. 

Tour boats ferry people out to the USS Arizona 
Memorial in Hawaii every thirty minutes. We just 
missed a ferry and had to wait thirty minutes. I went 
into a small gift shop to kill time. 

In the gift shop, I purchased a small book entitled, 
"Reflections on Pearl Harbor" by Admiral Chester 
Nimitz. 

Sunday, December 7th, 1941, Admiral Chester 
Nimitz was attending a concert in Washington, DC. 
He was paged and told there was a phone call for 
him. When he answered the phone, it was President 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt on the phone. 

He told Admiral Nimitz that he (Nimitz) would now 
be the Commander of the Pacific Fleet. Admiral 
Nimitz flew to Hawaii to assume command of the 
Pacific Fleet. He landed at Pearl Harbor on 
Christmas Eve, 1941. 

There was such a spirit of despair, dejection and 
defeat, you would have thought the Japanese had 
already won the war. 

On Christmas Day, 1941, Adm. Nimitz was given a 
boat tour of the destruction wrought on Pearl Harbor 
by the Japanese. Big sunken battleships and navy 
vessels cluttered the waters everywhere you looked. 
As the tour boat returned to dock, the young helms-
man of the boat asked, "Well Admiral, what do you 
think after seeing all this destruction?" 

Admiral Nimitz's reply shocked everyone within the 
sound of his voice. Admiral Nimitz said, "The Japa-
nese made three of the biggest mistakes an attack 
force could ever make, or God was taking care of 
America. Which do you think it was?" 

Shocked and surprised, the young helmsman asked, 
"What do mean by saying the Japanese made the 
three biggest mistakes an attack force ever made? 
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Nimitz explained: 

Mistake number one: The Japanese attacked on 
Sunday morning. Nine out of every ten crewmen of 
those ships were ashore on leave. If those same 
ships had been lured to sea and been sunk, we would 
have lost 38,000 men instead of 3,800. 

Mistake number two: When the Japanese saw all 
those battleships lined in a row, they got so carried 
away sinking those battleships, they never once 
bombed our dry docks opposite those ships. If they 
had destroyed our dry docks, we would have had 
to tow every one of those ships to America to be 
repaired. As it is now, the ships are in shallow water 
and can be raised. One tug can pull them over to the 
dry docks, and we can have them repaired and at sea 
by the time we could have towed them to America. 
And I already have crews ashore anxious to man 
those ships. 

Mistake number three: Every drop of fuel in the 
Pacific theater of war is in top of the ground storage 
tanks five miles away over that hill. One attack 
plane could have strafed those tanks and destroyed 
our fuel supply. 

That's why I say the Japanese made three of the 
biggest mistakes an attack force could make or, God 
was taking care of America. 

I've never forgotten what I read in that little book. It 
is still an inspiration as I reflect upon it. In jest, I 
might suggest that because Admiral Nimitz was a 
Texan, born and raised in Fredericksburg, Texas, he 
was a born optimist. 

But any way you look at it, Admiral Nimitz was 
able to see a silver lining in a situation and circum-
stance where everyone else saw only despair and 
defeatism. 

President Roosevelt had chosen the right man for the 
right job. We desperately needed a leader that could 
see a silver lining in the midst of the clouds of 
dejection, despair and defeat. 

There is a reason that our national motto is, IN 
GOD WE TRUST. Why have we forgotten? 
PRAY FOR OUR COUNTRY! In God we trust! 
Please pass this important message to others. 
Americans need to stand with one another. 

By John Ottley 

During the Covid pandemic, we think we learned 
about sacrifice and fortitude. 

It may be useful to compare our individual experi-
ences with those of the 56 men who signed the 
Declaration of Independence, 24 of whom were 
lawyers or jurists, 11 were merchants, and nine were 
farmers or plantation owners. 

Regardless of his individual circumstances, each 
pledged his life, fortune, and sacred honor to uphold 
the document and its principles. 

Many of them would be called upon to live up to his 
pledge prior to, or during, the American Revolution. 

For instance: 

• Five signers were captured by the British as 
traitors and tortured before they died. 

• Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned. 

• Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary 
Army; another had two sons captured. 

• Nine fought and died from wounds or hardships 
of the Revolutionary War. 

Here are some individual examples: 

1. Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter and 
trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the Brit-
ish Navy. He sold his home and properties to pay his 
debts and died a poor man. 

2. Thomas McKean was so hounded by the British that 
he was repeatedly forced to move his family. He 
served in the Congress without pay while his family 
kept in hiding. The British took his possessions leav-
ing him in poverty. 

3. Vandals or British soldiers looted the properties of 
William Ellery, Lyman Hall, George Clymer, George 
Walton, Button Gwinnett, Thomas Heyward, Jr., 
Edward Rutledge and Arthur Middleton. 

4. At the battle of Yorktown, British General Charles 
Cornwallis had taken over the home of Thomas Nel-
son, Jr., for his headquarters. Nelson urged General 
George Washington to open fire. His home was de-
stroyed, and Nelson was bankrupt when he died. 

5. Francis Lewis had his home and properties de-
stroyed. The British jailed his wife, who died within 
a few months. 

6. John Hart was driven from his wife's bedside as she 
was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives. His 
fields and his gristmill were laid to waste. For more 
than a year he lived in forests and eaves, returning 
home to find his wife dead and his children missing. 
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