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Greetings, my fellow Legionnaires. 
Here is hoping everyone is well and 
staying safe in these unsure times of 
Covid-19. As we near the end of 
summer, one finds it difficult to cope 
with so many changes in the way we 
live. Who would have envisioned five 
months ago that we would not be able 
to attend our meetings or engage in 
other Legion activities? Even now, it 
appears likely we will continue in this 
shutdown mode for the foreseeable 
future. 
However, with our faith and trust in 
God, we must understand that all is 
not as bleak as it may seem. We have 
learned to wear masks, keep our social 
distance, avoid crowds, consult with 
our medical provider through Tele-
health, and meet with friends and fam-
ily through Zoom. We seem to be 
moving in the direction of engaging in 
more outdoor activities as participants 
or spectators. 
For Legionnaires, we might want to 
consider The American Legion's 
official training program. This 
program by the American Legion 
Education Institute is a course that has 
been rewritten, updated, streamlined 
and enhanced with videos, digital 
photos, and other features. Relevant 
topics covered are History and Organ-
ization of the American Legion, 
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, 
National Security, Americanism, 
Children & Youth, Course Conclu-
sion, and a Final Exam. To enroll, go 
to 
https://www.legion.org/dispatch/alei  
and click on the American Legion 

ommen 

Education Institute site. Good luck 
and enjoy. 

So, continue to stay safe and follow 
Covid-19 medical advice. God Bless. 
Walter Conway 
Commander Post 134 

On May 27, 1926, a 23-year-old news-
'paper reporter tried to 

put Atlanta on the avi-
ation map by persuad-
ing legendary pilot 
Roscoe Turner (1895-
1970) to fly passen-
gers from the city's 
287-acre dirt airport 
to New York. Also 

aboard would be a $1 million check 
from the Atlanta Federal Reserve 
Bank destined for its New York 
counterpart. 

Turner flew in World War I and 
gained post-war fame as an air racer, 
winning the coveted Thompson 
Trophy three times. His flamboyant 
style and nose for showmanship made 
him a legend in his own time. 

In 1926, he bought the Sikorsky 
529A, a 1924 one-off transport 
designed and built by Russian-
American aviation pioneer Igor 
Ivanovich Sikorsky (18891972)l 
Powered by two 400-hp Liberty L12 
water-cooled engines, the 529A, 
accommodated 14 passengers. 
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Commander's Comments 1 

Editor's Comments 
The "The Apples were 
Green" article was written 
by our Executive board 
member John Ottley. John 
has a familial connection to 
this story which will be 
revealed in the September 
issue of The Bugle Call Rag. 

Janes Poulin, Editor 

Commander Asberry would 
like a report on how many of 
our Members may have 
contracted C OVID 19. 
Please contact me by email 
if you have or members of 
your family have contracted 
COVID 19. Also, if a mem-
ber is aware of any veteran 
or veteran's family in need 
of assistance due to Covid-
19. Contact me at 
jlpoulin@earthlink.net. 

"The Apples were Green" 
continues on Page 2 

August Meeting Cancelled 
and for the duration of the Covid- 19 pandemic 

The Apples were Green 
	The Apples were Green" 1-3 

Meeting Info 
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Registered as NC 2756, it reportedly was the first 
aircraft to have an air stair door 2. The pilot and me-
chanic rode in an open cockpit astern and above the 
passenger compartment. Some accounts credit it 
with being the first twin-engine plane able to main-
tain altitude if one engine failed. This soon would be 
put to the test. 

Back in the day when persons still looked up at a 
passing air-
plane, Turner 
used the 

—..broad-sided 
Sikorsky asa 
flying bill-
board. His cli- 

ent in 1926 was Davison-Paxson-Stokes, a promi- 
nent Atlanta department store, later acquired by Ma- 
cy's. The store's name was in giant letters on the 
Sikorsky's fuselage. 

A load of the latest women's dresses from New 
York was Turner's cargo when he landed at 
Atlanta's Candler Field in May, 1926. 

He was interviewed by an Atlanta Journal reporter 
who also chaired the Aviation Committee of the 
city's Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

In his role as aviation booster, the enterprising news-
man asked whether Turner, on his return trip to 
Gotham, would take a group from Atlanta along. It 
would be the first commercial passenger flight 
between the two cities. The million-dollar check 
would illustrate that transferring funds faster' 
between Federal Reserve banks would benefit the 
banking industry and its customers. Turner, never 
one to avoid good publicity, quickly agreed. 

At that time the Atlanta airport had no commercial 
- 	air service. Contract Air 

Mail Contract (CAM) route 
#10 would not begin until 
the following September. 

- 	 Its first leg would be to 
• Macon, GA, only some 84 

miles distant--hardly a 
record-setting event. 

Adding further ignominy, Macon initially would be 
a "drop stop". Due to problems with the airport 
there, the Macon postmaster would wave a white 
handkerchief in each hand. This would signal pilot 

Carl Benjamin Eielson (1897-1929)4 to descend and 
drop the mail bag without landing. 

CAM- 10 was awarded to Florida Airways, founded 
in 1926 by Edward Vernon Rickenbacker (1890-
1973), the top American ace of WWI, and Reed 
McKinley Chambers (1894-1972). Rickenbacker 
claimed 26 kills in the Great War and won the 
Congressional Medal of Honor. Chambers was 
credited with seven aerial victories. 

Originally, CAM-10 service began April 1, 1926, 
with a Curtiss Lark biplane droning between Jack-
sonville, FL, and Miami with interim stops in Fort 
Myers and Tampa. 

Florida Airways added regularly scheduled passen-
ger service on June 1, 1926, between Tampa, Miami, 
and Jacksonville. The airline ceased operations on 
June 9, 1927 and declared bankruptcy. 

In 1926, Harold Frederick Pitcairn (1897-1960) 
founded Pitcairn Aircraft Company. He 
bought the assets of Florida Airways 	--- 
formed Pitcairn Aviation (airline) and 
won CAM-19 which would fly air mail 
between Atlanta and New York. It also 
included the abandoned CAM-10 mail 
route between Atlanta and Miami. 

Starting May 1, 1926, air mail would 
leave Candler Field at 6 p.m., and, if all 
went well, arrive in New York the next morning at 
10:30 a.m. Beacon lights were installed every i05  
miles along the route to aid pilots navigating at 
night. Each flashed a unique identifying code. 

The Pitcairn PA5 Mailwing, designed and built to 
carry air mail, was an 
ideal vehicle for the 
newly-formed airline. 
Its 220-hp Wright 
Whirlwind J59 radial 
engine could pull 500 
pounds of mail at a then 
impressive 131 mph6. It 

had fuel for a 500-mile range which enabled the sin-
gle-pilot biplane to return to previous stops if it en-
countered bad weather enroute. 

Dawn was still 62 minutes away in Atlanta on May 
27, 1926, when passengers stepped aboard Turner's 
Sikorsky at 5 a.m. for what they hoped would be-
come a mileDost in aviation history. In addition to 

"The Apples were Green" continues on Page 3 
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"The Apples were Green" Continued 	I 
wagon out of Turner's way. 

the young newspaperman, they included City Coun-
cilman William Berry Hartsfield (1890-1971), 
national Jaycee president Robert Emmett Condon 
(1896-1981), Robert Leroy Harwell, (1898-1982), 
and a 20th Century Fox newsreel cinematographer. 

About two hours into the flight, Turner noticed one 
engine overheating. He decided to make a precau-
tionary landing near Abbeville, SC, 255 miles short 
of his intended first stop at Fayetteville, NC. At 7:10 
a.m., he touched down in a farmyard and rolled to a 
stop with one wing almost touching an apple tree 
about 150 feet from the farmer's back door. 

The cameraman was first to exit. He yelled to the 
farmer, trembling in his doorway, "We just dropped 
in to pick some apples!" 

All the terrified farmer could muster was, "Sorry, 
mister, but t-t-t-they ain't r-r-r-ripe yet." 

The forced landing drew a large crowd, so many, in 
fact, that they drank 
the poor farmer's well 
dry. He did OK, how-
ever, when someone 
set up a stand to sell 
cold drinks and ice 
cream and paid him a 
percentage of the pro- 
ceeds. Another farmer, duly impressed, promised to 
donate land for an airport. 

Turner's mechanic found that a water-cooling hose 
had worked loose, causing the engine to overheat. A 
rudder cable had frayed. Both were replaced. 

In the meantime, go-getter Condon caught a ride in-
to Abbeville, organized a Jaycee chapter, and had it 
chartered that very same day. 

Although terraces were leveled at the farm, Turner 
was not sure he could make it off fully loaded. 
Someone in the crowd knew of a large grain field in 
Calhoun Falls, SC, some 15 miles to the southwest, 
that would be suitable for landing. The passengers 
were driven there. Turner got the big Sikorsky back 
into the air and headed for Calhoun Falls. 

A farm worker was driving a wagon through the 
grain field. Thinking he was in mortal danger from 
the low flying plane, he whipped his mules, dodging 
back and forth. A bystander drove his car out into 
the field to calm the worker and get him and his 

After landing and reloading the passengers, Turner 
poured the coal to his two Libertys and was off 
again. 

One of the passengers noted smoke coming from the 
troubled engine. As is the case today, an inflight en-
gine fire while airborne can be exceptionally bad 
news. Turner circled and put the plane back on the 
ground in the grain field. The previous overheat had 
caused a piston to crack, allowing oil into the com-
bustion chamber. 

No one knew how long it would take to get spare 
parts and make repairs. The flight was canceled. 

Interestingly, this wasn't the first time the Sikorsky 
had been forced down with water-cooling trouble. 
That occurred on May 9, 1925, in Baltimore before 
Turner bought the plane. 

Although the 1926 Atlanta-to-New York attempt 
failed, the effort drew wide press coverage for 
Atlanta throughout the Southeast and even as far as 
Huntingdon, IN. 

The Abbeville adventure bore a striking resemblance 
to the U.S Post Office's launch of the first scheduled 
air mail service In Washington, DC, on May 15, 
1918 The initial route was to New York with a stop 
in Philadelphia. 

VIPs assembled to watch the takeoff included Presi-
dent Thomas Woodrow Wilson (1856-1924), U.S. 
Postmaster General Albert Sidney Burleson (1863-
1937), and Assistant Secretary of the Navy (later 
president) Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945). 

Footnotes: 
'Also famous for Droducin2 and promoting the Juan de la Cierva C30 
autogiro. 
2Located on its right side. 
3Than by train. 

4Eielson AFB, AK, is named for him. 
5Sometimes every 5-10 miles. 
631 mph faster than Turner's two-engine Sikorsky. 
70n April 16, 1925, he persuaded Atlanta Mayor Walter Arthur Sims 
(1880-1953) to lease an automobile racetrack from Coca Cola mag-
nate Asa Griggs Candler (1851-1929). It would become the city's 
airport. 

"The Apples were Green" Continued in the September issue 
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