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Poyner’s Coast Guard Duty
by John Ottley Jr.

Thousands of airline passengers crossed the North Atlantic in 1964-65 without knowing that their captains depended on a member of Post 134
for vital enroute information.
Mike Poynor’s Coast Guard
cutter,
the Spencer, maintained
station in
a 440square mile box off Newfoundland. It steadily broadcast
dah-dah-dah followed by dit-ditdit: Morse Code for Oscar Sierra.
On 25 Jan 40, FDR established
the Atlantic Weather Observation Service. At the end of
WWII, the U.S. Navy set up a
system of 13 ocean weather
observation areas, each with a
ship. These later were reduced
to nine. Mike’s cutter was assigned to
Ocean
Station
Bravo (far
left center on
chart) off

Newfoundland, one of four stations in the Atlantic manned by
the U.S. Coast Guard
In addition to sending out an
identifying radio beacon, each
station ship regularly observed
and broadcast surface and upper level weather. Passing aircrews could tune their high
frequency radios to 2182 kilocycles and call ships like Spencer to verify their plane’s position and ground speed or call
for help if needed. The station
ships also measured seawater
temperature and took plankton samples.
Mike’s dad had been a gunnery
officer on armed U.S. merchant
ships and aboard the aircraft
carrier USS Intrepid (CV11)
during WWII. He wanted Mike
to apply for the Air Force
Academy. His congressman had
no slots left for Colorado
Springs, but still had nominations for the Merchant Marine
Academy in Kings Point, NY.
Mike was accepted
and, at graduation
on 27 Jul 64, was
commissioned a
Coast Guard ensign with a BSc degree and license as
Continued on page 2
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third assistant engineer.
After officer indoctrination training, he reported aboard Spencer, a Treasury-class cutter commissioned in 1937 and based at
Staten Island off Manhattan. She was named
for John Canfield Spencer who served as
treasury secretary 08 Mar 1843 to 02 May
1844 under
John Tyler,
our 10th
president.
Spencer (left)
could attain
up to 20.5
knots on its
two oil-fueled Babcock & Wilcox boilers
and twin-screw Westinghouse geared steam
turbines. She had a crew of 10 officers,
three chiefs, and 134 enlisted sailors.
Mike soon was designated as engineer officer of the watch and got very familiar with
those boilers as Spencer’s main propulsion
officer.
Who doesn’t recall WW II footage of destroyers almost capsizing in the North Atlantic’s infamous high winds and mountainous waves? Mike said Spencer got plenty of

those while maintaining its position. He was
mostly below in the engine room, but recalls
many a day when green water sloshed over
the deck railings. On the other hand, there
were times when the ocean was as calm as
a lake.
In addition to her other duties, Spencer had
search and rescue (SAR) responsibility for
any planes or ships in distress near her. Fortunately, there were none while Mike was
on station. He soon would become involved
with SAR operations involving ocean vessel
mishaps while Spencer was on other assignments.
Spencer’s typical routine was leave port, refuel at Newfoundland,
spend three weeks on
station (right), and return to port for refitting and crew rest.
One week in port she
was on reduced availability for SAR operations followed by another week of high SAR
readiness.
At 0200 on 26 Nov 64—Thanksgiving Day-the 19,150-ton Norwegian tanker Stolt
Dagali was bound for Newark, NJ, from Philadelphia, PA, when she entered a dense fog
bank. An outbound Israel-flagged luxury liner, SS Shalom, Tboned Dagali in
the fog, shearing
off her stern section and taking 19
seamen to their
deaths. The collision left a 40-foot
Continued on page 3
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hole in Shalom’s bow. What remained of
Dagali stayed afloat.
Mike’s ship was on standby at CG Base St.
George on Staten Island, NY. She was one of
several Coast Gard cutters and helicopters
scrambled to the scene. Spencer searched
the area several hours for survivors and
then escorted Shalom into port. Mike’s future wife, Carol Ann Christensen, and her
family forgave him for missing Thanksgiving
dinner.
On 20 Dec 64, the 7,600-ton SS Smith Voyager encountered high winds and rough seas
some 700 miles southeast of Bermuda. Her
engines failed and
she turned broadside to the storm.
Seawater leaked
into her cargo of
grain, causing Smith
to list. Legal papers
filed later charged
that she had put to sea from Houston overloaded and that, during the storm, her cargo
had shifted. Her captain ordered abandon
ship. He and three crewmen remained
aboard.
At the time, Spencer had been engaged in aircraft ditching and rescue training exercises
in Bermuda. She was directed to assist Voyager along with the USCG cutter Rockaway,
which had been on Ocean Station Echo and
arrived first on scene. The four men who
had remained on Voyager were transferred
to Spencer and then to a commercial tug,
which took Voyager in tow toward Curacao,
but Voyager sank on 27 Dec 64.

The Bugle Call Rag
Mike and Carol Ann were married 09 Jan 65
and first lived in Manhattan.
In August that year, the Army moved from Governor’s Island, off Manhattan,
leaving behind spacious
quarters which had been
occupied by high-ranking
officers. The Coast Guard
took over the island. Ensign Mike and his bride
were assigned the unaccustomed luxury of an apartment which previously had been reserved for 04 grade officers (Army or Marine major). He commuted
by ferry to Spencer on Staten Island.
By 1970, advancing technology would relieve
ships like Mike’s of their ocean station duties.
Jet airliners began crossing the Atlantic by
Great Circle routes over the North Pole, so
the information station ships far to the
south could provide was no longer as relevant. Additionally, jet transports had inertial
navigation systems and GPS. In 1977, the
Coast Guard began replacing vessels like
Spencer with buoys. The last USCG cutter
left its ocean station in 1981.
In December 1965, Mike was transferred to
the Marine Inspection Office in New York,
where he checked on the safety of ship hulls,
machinery, and equipment. During this time,
numerous ships were being reactivated from
the reserve fleet for duty in the Vietnam
War and had to be thoroughly checked out.
Mike remained on active duty until July, 1967,
attaining the rank of lieutenant junior grade.
He continued in the Coast Guard Reserve
until June 1981, having been promoted to
Continued on page 4
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lieutenant commander in April, 1973.
After coming off active duty, Mike sailed in
engineering positions on US merchant ships,
mostly with Moore McCormack
Lines. In 1971, he earned a Master
of Science in Engineering degree
in naval architecture and marine
engineering at the University of
Michigan. He worked on nonprofit Christian mission ships full
time until 2009, and then to the
present he has served as a semi-retired marine technical advisor providing design, research, and operational advice.
He joined Post 134 in March, 2013.
The Poynors have four daughters--Rebecca
53, Karen 49, Melissa 41, and Susan 41.

The Bugle Call Rag
Memorial Day Ceremonies Around
Atlanta

Georgia National Cemetery
Saturday, May 25 2018
10:00 am
2025 Mount Carmel Lane Canton, Georgia 30114
770.479.9300

This year’s address will be given by Georgia
native and Medal of Honor recipient, BG James
Livingston, USMC
(ret). General Livingston
received the nation's highest military award for his
action as a Captain and
Company Commander in
Vietnam on 2 MAY 1968.

The End

JROTC Cadet Award
Love Williams
(center), of Tree
Lodge Parkway, Sandy
Springs, receives an
award for military excellence from Sam
Steger (left), adjutant,
Post 134 of the American Legion. Williams, a sophomore at North
Springs Charter High School, is a cadet first
sergeant in the school’s Junior ROTC battalion. Steger lives on Greensward Drive in Atlanta. At right is MAJ Todd Powers, senior
JROTC instructor.

Marietta
National Cemetery
Monday, May 27, 2018
12:00 pm
500 Washington Avenue Marietta, Georgia 30060
866.236.8159

Keynote Speaker: BRIGADIER GENERAL DIANA
HOLLAND. Brigadier General Diana M. Holland assumed command of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers,
South Atlantic Division on
July 18, 2017.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia )

IN MEMORIUM

The history of Memorial Day in the United
States is so controversial that it constitutes
an area of research. At Columbus [Georgia]
State University there is a Center for Memorial Day Research. It, together with
the University of Mississippi's Center for Civil
War Research, are excellent starting points
for investigating the topic.
The practice of decorating soldiers' graves
with flowers is an ancient custom. Soldiers'
graves were decorated in the U.S. before[8] and during the American Civil War.

Our fellow Post 134 Legionnaire, George E.
Brown, of Marietta, died 11 Apr 19 at 87. His
funeral will be at 1100 hours 06 May 19 at
Marietta First Presbyterian Church. Interment TBA in the Willacoochee, GA, family
cemetery.
George was commissioned a 2LT in the
USAF upon graduating from UGA in June,
1952. He served in the Air Force Security
Service and was a squadron adjutant overseas until his release from active duty in
1955.
He was a partner in his Decatur, GA, accounting firm and a deacon at Marietta First
Presbyterian. An avid fisherman and photographer, he served as alumni treasurer and
student counselor of UGA’s Theta Chi Fraternity for more than 50 years.
Survivors include a brother, sister, and numerous nieces and nephews.

Some believe that an annual cemetery decoration practice began before the American
Civil War and thus may reflect the real origin
of the "memorial day" idea. Annual Decoration Days for particular cemeteries are still
held on a Sunday in late spring or early summer in some rural areas of the American
South, notably in the mountain areas. In cases
involving a family graveyard where remote ancestors, as well as those who died more recently, are buried, this may take on the character of an extended family reunion to which
some people travel hundreds of miles. People
gather, put flowers on graves, and renew contacts with relatives and others. There often is
a religious service and a picnic-like "dinner on
the grounds", the traditional term for
a potluck meal at a church
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May Speaker

Wiley Virden — Commander
404-467-1461

Bob Ballagh

Mike Fallaize — SVC
mike@fallaize.com
770-447-9745

Executive Director,
Peachtree Corners Veterans Monument Association

Walt Conway — JVC
wconway30@bellsouth.net
404-691-2062
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS
Phil Mathis — BCR Editor
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As the owner of an independent consulting firm, Bob has had contracts for developing operations plans and exercises, managing
large projects, and designing and preparing displays for security systems.
Previously Bob served in CheckFree and later FISERV as the Director of Safety and Security. In these roles he developed and implemented corporate physical security policies and standards.
Bob graduated from the United States Military Academy at West
Point, and holds a Masters Degree from Duke University. He completed a full Army career as a Colonel.
DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH—
EPWORTH ROOM
1548 MT VERNON ROAD, DUNWOODY GA 30338
LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM COST $10.00
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