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TINIAN ISLAND
By Al Alberghini

It's a small island, less than 40 square miles,
a flat green dot in the vastness of Pacific blue.
Fly over it and you notice a slash across its
north end of uninhabited bush, a long thin line
that looks like an overgrown dirt runway. If
you didn't know what it was, you wouldn't
give it a second glance out your airplane window.

On July 24, 1944, 30,000 US Marines landed
on the beaches of Tinian .... Eight days later,
over 8,000 of the 8,800 Japanese soldiers on
the island were dead (vs. 328 Marines), and
four months later the Seabees had built the
busiest airfield of WWII - dubbed North Field
-enabling B-29 Super fortresses to launch air
attacks on the Philippines, Okinawa and
mainland Japan.
Late in the afternoon of August 5, 1945, a B29 was maneuvered over a bomb loading pit,
then, after lengthy preparations, taxied to the
east end of North Field's main runway, Runway Able, and at 2:45 am in the early morning
darkness of August 6, took off.

On the ground, you see the runway isn't dirt
but tarmac and crushed limestone, abandoned
with weeds sticking out of it. Yet this is arguably the most historical airstrip on earth. This is
where World War II was won. This is Runway
Able:

The B-29 was piloted by Col. Paul Tibbets of
the US Army Air Force, who had named the
plane after his mother, Enola Gay. The crew
named the bomb they were carrying Little
Boy. 6 hours later at 8:15am Japan time, the
first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima ..
Three days later, in the pre-dawn hours of
August 9, a B-29 named Bockscar (a pun on
"boxcar" after its flight commander Capt. Fred
Bock), piloted by Major Charles Sweeney,
took off from Runway Able. Finding its primary target of Kokura obscured by clouds,
Sweeney proceeded to the secondary target of
Nagasaki, over which, at 11:01am, bombardier Kermit Beahan released the atomic bomb
dubbed Fat Man.
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This Month in History
October 1, 1908 - Henry Ford's Model
T, a "universal car" designed for the
masses, went on sale for the first time.
October 1, 1938 - Hitler's
troops occupied the Sudetenland portion of Czechoslovakia. In
an effort to avoid war, the leaders of
Britain and France had agreed to cede
the German-speaking area to Hitler,
who later broke the agreement and
occupied all of Czechoslovakia.
October 3, 1863 - President Abraham
Lincoln issued
a proclamation designating the last
Thursday in November as Thanksgiving Day.
October 3, 1990 - After 45 years of
Cold War division, East and West
Germany were reunited as the Federal
Republic of Germany.
October 17, 1777 - During
the American Revolutionary War,
British General John Burgoyne and his
entire army of 5,700 men surrendered
to American General Horatio Gates
after the Battle of Saratoga, the first
big American victory.
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Here is "Atomic Bomb Pit #1" where Little Boy was loaded
onto Enola Gay:
There are pictures displayed in the pit, now glass-enclosed.
bay.

Take a good look at these pictures, folks. This is where World
War II ended with total victory of America over Japan . I was
there all alone. There were no other visitors and no one lives
anywhere near for miles. Visiting the Bomb Pits, walking
along deserted Runway Able in solitude was a moment of extraordinarily powerful solemnity
It was a moment of deep reflection. Most people, when they
think of Hiroshima and Nagasaki , reflect on the numbers of
lives killed in the nuclear blasts - at least 70,000 and 50,000
respectively. Being here caused me to reflect on the number of
lives saved - how many more Japanese and Americans would
have died in a continuation of the war had the nukes not been
dropped.
Yet that was not all. It's not just that the nukes obviated the US
invasion of Japan , Operation Downfall, that would have
caused upwards of a million or more American and Japanese
deaths. It's that nuking Hiroshima and Nagasaki were of extraordinary humanitarian benefit to the nation and people of
Japan .
Let's go to this cliff on the nearby island of Saipan to learn
why:

And here on the other side of ramp is "Atomic Bomb Pit #2"

Saipan is less than a mile north of Tinian . The month before
the Marines took Tinian on June 15, 1944, 71,000 Marines
landed on Saipan . They faced 31,000 Japanese soldiers determined not to surrender.
Japan had colonized Saipan after World War I and turned the
island into a giant sugar cane plantation. By the time of the
Marine invasion, in addition to the 31,000 entrenched soldiers,
some 25,000 Japanese settlers were living on Saipan, plus
thousands more Okinawans, Koreans, and native islanders brutalized as slaves to cut the sugar cane.

where Fat Man was loaded onto a Boxcar

.

The commemorative plaque records that 16 hours after the
nuking of Nagasaki , "On August 10, 1945 at 0300, the Japanese Emperor, without his cabinet's consent, decided to end the
Pacific War."

There were also one or two thousand Korean "comfort
women" (kanji in Japanese), abducted young women from Japan 's colony of Korea to service the Japanese soldiers as sex
slaves. (See The Comfort Women: Japan 's Brutal Regime of
Enforced Prostitution in the Second World War, by George
Hicks.)
Within a week of their landing, the Marines set up a civilian
Tinian Island —Continued on Page 3
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Oh, yes... Guinness lists Saipan as having the best, most equitable, weather in the world. And the beaches? Well, take a look:

prisoner encampment that quickly attracted a couple thousand
Japanese and others wanting US food and protection. When word
of this reached Emperor Hirohito - who, contrary to the myth,
was in full charge of the war - he became alarmed that radio interviews of the well-treated prisoners broadcast to Japan would
subvert his people's will to fight
As meticulously documented by historian Herbert Bix in Hirohito and the Making of Modern Japan, the Emperor issued an
order for all Japanese civilians on Saipan to commit suicide. The
order included the promise that, although the civilians were of
low caste, their suicide would grant them a status in heaven equal
to those honored soldiers who died in combat for their Emperor.
And that is why the precipice in the picture above is known
as Suicide Cliff, off which over 20,000 Japanese civilians jumped
to their deaths to comply with their fascist emperor's desire mothers flinging their babies off the cliff first or in their arms as
----------------they jumped.
I find stories such as this one just plain fascinating. Although we
Anyone reluctant or refused, such as the Okinawan or Korean
do not forget, history fades into the shadows of our mind and we
slaves, were shoved off at gunpoint by the Jap soldiers. Then the seldom think about it. But we should remember and we should be
soldiers themselves proceeded to hurl themselves into the ocean constantly reminded of our history, where we came from and
to drown off a sea cliff afterwards called Banzai Cliff. Of the
how we got here.
31,000 Japanese soldiers on Saipan , the Marines killed 25,000,
5,000 jumped off Banzai Cliff, and only the remaining thousand
Invading Japan—The Butcher’s Bill
were taken prisoner.
The extent of this demented fanaticism is very hard for any civilized mind to fathom - especially when it is devoted not to anything noble but barbarian evil instead. The vast brutalities inflicted by the Japanese on their conquered and colonized peoples
of China , Korea, the Philippines and throughout their "Greater
East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere" was a hideously depraved horror.

By John Ottley
At the WWII Museum in New Orleans, I was particularly interested in one graphic listing the probable number of Japanese
lives spared by our not having to invade the Japanese mainland.
[1]
In later reading, a different casualty estimate appeared.[2] Why
the difference and which was correct?

And they were willing to fight to the death to defend it. So they
had to be nuked. The only way to put an end to the Japanese barbarian horror was unimaginably colossal destruction against
which they had no defense whatever. Nuking Japan was not a
matter of justice, revenge, or it getting what it deserved. It was
the only way to end the Japanese dementia.

Donald Stratton’s All the Gallant Men[3] answers the first question, at least partially, by listing these six separate estimates:

And it worked - for the Japanese. They stopped being barbarians
and started being civilized. They achieved more prosperity - and
peace - than they ever knew or could have achieved had they
continued fighting and not been nuked. The shock of getting
nuked is responsible.

Secretary of War Henry Lewis Stimson: 1.7-to-4 million U.S.
casualties; 5-to-10 million Japanese.

General Lauris Norstad: 500,000 U.S. casualties.
Lieutenant General Brehon Burke Somervell: 720,000 U.S.
casualties.

Former President Herbert Clark Hoover: 500,000 to 1 million
U.S. casualties.
General Douglas McArthur: 105,000 U.S. casualties.

We achieved this because we were determined to achieve victory. Admiral Chester William Nimitz, Sr.: 54,000 U.S. casualties in
Victory without apologies Despite perennial liberal demands that the first 30 days.
we do so, America and its government has never apologized for
Other estimates include:
nuking Japan ... Hopefully, America never will.
Atlantic Magazine: 50,000 U.S.casualties; 200,000 Japanese.[4]
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Obituary for Colonel Nimrod "Mac" McNair, Jr., U.S.
Air Force, Retired
Colonel Nimrod McNair
Jr. (Mac) , Post 134 Past
Commander, passed away
peacefully Tuesday, September 12, 2017, in Stone
Mountain GA.
He was born November 2,
1923 in Tuscaloosa, Alabama to parents Nimrod
McNair Sr. and Salema
Flowers McNair. Graduating from Tuscaloosa High School, he
joined the Army Air Force in 1942. Mac served in WWII as a
fighter pilot, in the Cold War, in the Vietnam War, he flew 600
combat hours on 110 missions. He was shot down twice and has
survived four airplane crashes. Mac was awarded the Air Force
Distinguished Flying Cross and other decorations. During the
Korean War he taught aeronautical engineering at NC State.
Colonel McNair received his B.S. degree from the University of
Alabama, his M.S. degree in Aerospace Engineering from the Air
Force Institute of Technology. He graduated from the Air Force
School of Management. Mac served as a director of aerospace
programs at the Pentagon.

the Veterans of Foreign Wars, WWII Round Table, Atlanta Old
Guard, and the Church of the Apostles.
Colonel McNair is preceded in death by his first wife of 63 years
Amy Phillips McNair, and his sisters Gladys, Myrtle, and Frances. He is survived by his brother, William; his daughter, Jan
Bradd; and his son, John McNair.
Their family includes Mac's son-in-law, Dr. Tripp Bradd; Mac’s
grandchildren, Kristin, Justin, Erika, Aaron and spouses; and
seven great-grandchildren. Mac had five McNair grandchildren,
Erik, Sheri, Michael, Laura and Brian, with their spouses. With
his second wife, Delysia Ashwood McNair; Mac had two stepsons, Craig and Scott Ashwood, their wives; step-grandsons,
Macrae, Connor, and Gavin.
Colonel McNair was blessed with a full and worthwhile life here,
and now is with the Lord he loved and served so well.
Condolences may be sent or viewed
at www.wagesfuneralhome.com Tom M. Wages Funeral Service,
LLC, “A Family Company”, Snellville Chapel 770-979-3200 has
been entrusted with the arrangements.

To send flowers or a memorial gift to the family of Colonel NimHe studied contemporary religion for three years at the Virginia
rod "Mac" McNair, Jr., U.S. Air Force, Retired please visit
Theological Seminary. His numerous academic honors included
membership in the National Honor Society, Phil Eta Sigma, Tau our Sympathy Store.
Beta Pi, Theta Tau, and Tau Kappa Epsilon. Mac is the author of
three books, and many articles and pamphlets. Colonel McNair
has spoken and led seminars in more than 30 countries on subjects of management and leadership. His favorite topics were
ethics based on the Ten Commandments, and his personal experience in pursuit of peace and faith.
He was chairman and founder of Executive Leadership Foundation, a nonprofit organization promoting ethics in business and
society based on Judeo-Christian values. He was a former commander of American Legion Post #134 in Atlanta, and a member
of the Air Force Association, the Retired Officers Association,
The Society of Strategic Air Command, Silver Wings Fraternity,
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LISTEN UP!

Senior Threat and Risk Assessment Officer, Threat and Risk Assessment Service (TRS)
United Nations Department of Safety and Security (UNDSS)

Currently the Senior Threat and Risk
Assessment Officer in UNDSS, TRS,
Gary Ermutlu served as the Officer-inCharge from March 2011 to August
2015. His career with the United Nations began in May 2005, when he assisted in establishment of the Iraq Desk
for the UNDSS Division of Regional
Operations and the Department’s fledgling threat and risk analysis capacity.
One of the founders of the TRS, Mr. Ermutlu served as its Middle East/North Africa (MENA) regional analyst, its analyst covering Afghanistan and Pakistan, as well as its Officer-in-Charge. He
produced strategic threat and risk assessments related to terrorism, insurgency, armed conflict, criminality, spontaneous
revolution and other events that impacted the safety and security of UN staff and international aid organizations. He supported 11 Hostage Incident Management teams and strategic
planning groups responsible for the evacuation of UN staff from
Lebanon (2006) and Egypt (2011), the expansion of international
aid operations in Afghanistan, Iraq, Somalia, and the establishment of a mission in Libya and the peacekeeping mission in Mali.
He also organized and led the largest recruitment of analysts in
the UN’s history.
A 1985 graduate of North Georgia College (presently North
Georgia University), Mr. Ermutlu began his professional career
as an Infantry and Special Forces officer in the United States
Army. He left military service in 1993 and became the managing
partner for Gulf States Associates (1993-1995) and Partnership
for Military Reform, LLC (1995-2001) and the Chief Operating
Officer (COO) for Terrorist Anticipation and Prevention International, Inc. (2001-2005). All three entities were progressive
variations on a theme of international military and security consulting initiatives led by Mr. Ermutlu and his partners.
Mr. Ermutlu was born in Richmond, VA and grew-up in Atlanta
and Savannah, GA and Colombia, SC. He is a graduate of
Northside High School in Atlanta. His father was director of
mental health for the State of Georgia. He is married to Mrs.
Melissa Graham Ermutlu, formerly of Dunwoody and has a son,
Eric. Although he works at the UN Headquarters in New York,
Mr. Ermutlu maintains a residence in Snellville, GA.

I expect you to memorize these five tips to a
happy life in Post 134:
1. There’s a membership application in your
information kit. USE IT! Recruit a new
member!
2. You should be getting the Bugle Call Rag,
our post newsletter, by email. Not getting
it? contact Editor Phil Mathis at
mathisp@bellsouth.net.
3. You should have received a complete
membership directory by email from Adjutant Sam Steger. Don’t have it? Contact
Sam at samsteger@comcast.net
4. As a rule, we meet every second Thursday.
You should be getting a reminder notice by email
from Walter Conway. Not
getting it? Contact Walt at
wconway30@att.net. Another reminder appears on
the back page of the Bugle
Call Rag.
5. Your dues are due and payable July 1st. If
you think it’s some other time, forget it.

2017-2018 Post Officers

www.alpost134.org
Mike Fallaize — Commander
mike@fallaize.com
770-447-9745
Wiley Virden — SVC
wiley@j-binc.com
404-467-1461

Commander

Mike Fallaize

Finance

Bryant Roland (PC)

Sr Vice Commander Wiley Virden

Adjutant

Sam Steger (PC)

Jr Vice Commander Walt Conway

Historian Al Alberghini (PC)

Chaplain

Walt Conway — JVC
nevinswm@bellsouth.net
404-724-0673
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS
Phil Mathis — BCR Editor

Next Meeting — October 12, 2017
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arry Robert
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Munir El-Amin (2016—2019)
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LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM — COST $10.00
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