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DID YOU KNOW? 
 
The CIA burns classified 

documents to heat their 

water. Which is why 
their office coffee taste 

like Government secrets.  

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

It seems that each month this    
summer has been marked by a    
notable family event, and            
September was no different.  I was 
privileged to serve as 
“Testimone” (Best Man) at my 
cousin, Mario’s wedding, a singular 
honor to say the least.  The         
announcement of his wedding was 
a surprise to Adelina and me earlier 
in the summer, and we couldn’t be 
happier for him and his bride,  
Marisa. 

Finally, a visit to our family’s   
newest member, Simone, provided 
the perfect ending to a wonderful 
summer!  He was born in July, but 
since he hasn’t been vaccinated as 
yet, he hasn’t been able to attend 
any family events, so we went to 
visit him this past weekend.  Four 
generations of family members 
were present for the visit including 
this beautiful little boy -- his     
great-grandmother, grandfather and 
father. Adelina and I spent a     
wonderful time getting to know 
Simone and can’t wait to see him 
again next summer. 

And now, with summer behind us, 
our annual visit nearly at an end 
and our return to Atlanta nearing, 
it’s time to get down to some      
serious Post business.  But, before I 
get to other matters, I want to    
congratulate Treasurer Bryant     
Roland for submitting a balanced 
budget to the Executive Committee  
for  approval.  This is an important 
accomplishment and one which 
should serve as a model for sound 
fiscal management in future years.  

And now, as we ramp up work on 

our projects, one of them being our 
Oratorical Contest (OC), we want 
to focus our attention on the fact 
that Post 134 has had a long        
tradition of participating in this  
project at the local level, sending 
deserving     students on to the   
District and State competitions. I 
look forward to our continuing in 
that tradition. 

As you know, Bill Nevins has    
graciously stepped forward to chair 
this project and I am most grateful 
for his leadership on this. He      
recently signed up for and attended 
the workshop for OC chairmen and 
I’m sure he came away from it with 
a good many ideas for successful 
implementation on the local level.  
I’m looking forward to hearing 
them, as I’m sure you are as well. 

This is a project that will require 
the participation of a number of  
individuals to ensure its success, 
not just one or two people.   I am 
hoping that when (note that I didn’t 
say, “if”) Bill asks for your help, 
whether it be helping to identify 
schools in our area who might    
participate, visiting those schools to 
speak to administrators and     
teachers, helping to prepare        
materials, judging the event – or in 
any other way – you will give it to 
him gladly.  I have already assured 
him of mine in whatever way I can 
be of assistance. 

One way in which we can all be of 
assistance is to attend our local 
competition – and bring a friend 
along as well. It will be a small   
investment of your time.  
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Most Americans greatly admire 

the military—but they actually 

know almost nothing about it.  

“Most people know nobody in 

the military,” said retired     

Marine Corps Gen. Jim Mattis, 

who spent 44 years in uniform.  

“There are many people who do 

not know if the U.S. Army has 

60,000 men or 6 million. They 

do not have a clue about that,” 

he said.  Mattis, the revered 

four-star general who headed U.S. Central     

Command before retiring in 2013, is the co-author 

of a new book, "Warriors & Citizens," that reveals 

ground-breaking research about the cultural gap 

between the military and the civilian population it 

serves.  

Mattis, now a fellow at the Hoover Institution in 

California, launched a sweeping research project 

that surveyed thousands of Americans on their 

views about the military.  The results revealed a 

surprising level of ignorance and unfamiliarity. 

One in three people confessed that they had little 

or no familiarity with the military and simply   

declined to answer many questions about it. Half 

of all Americans cannot recall socializing with a 

military service member or military spouse within 

the past year.  When asked how many people are 

in the military, Americans on average guess about 

6.4 million. The actual number is about 1.3      

million.  Experts say that reflects the shrinking 

size of the military, military recruiters' heavy    

reliance on specific regions like the South, and the 

closure of many military bases during the past    

20 years, which has isolated today’s troops in  

fewer locations.  

Yet most civilians admire the military and its    

service members, regardless of their lack of 

knowledge. About 70 percent of Americans said 

most members of civilian society have “a great 

deal of respect for the military.” 

And 85 percent said they are    

personally “proud of the men and 

women who serve in the military.”  

“It looks like that connection 

[between military and civilians] is 

very broad but very shallow. That 

was a surprise to us,” said Kori 

Schake, who co-authored the book 

with Mattis. She’s a former      

Pentagon official who studies   

military issues at the Hoover     

Institution.  Mattis said he believes today’s       

civil-military relations are healthy. But he’s wary 

of the future, as the military continues to shrink 

and the gap potentially intensifies.  “I think the 

gap can be tolerated so long as we maintain a   

fundamental friendliness in America toward one 

another and a respect for each other,” Mattis said 

in a recent Military Times interview.   

“America is quite right to be proud of their       

military, but at the same time there has got to be a 

sense of common purpose between these two    

elements. If, in fact, this gap grows and we lose 

the sense of common purpose, then I think we 

have a problem,” he said.  Mattis said he was  

concerned that “policy makers who have never 

served in the military” will “continue to use the 

military to lead social change in this country,” 

pointing to the decision earlier this year to open 

all combat jobs to women.  “We are liable to find 

ourselves paying the cost on a battlefield that we 

do not want to pay. There is no God-given right to 

victory on the battlefield. You win that through 

the skill and the devotion, the valor and the       

ferocity of your troops. You have to be very, very 

careful, I think, if this gap grows, and it surely 

will. We have to be very careful that we do not 

undercut the military battlefield effectiveness with 

shortsighted social programs," Mattis said.   

Military Times | Andrew Tilghman | 9/7/2016 

MILITARY/CIVILIAN CULTURAL GAP  

http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/election/2016/05/10/survey-mattis-third-party-bid/84176464/


Page 3 Volume XXVIII, No. 9 

USA Today Network | Dianna M. Náñez | September 7, 2016  

 

Joe Hosteen Kellwood, a Navajo Code Talker from 

World War II, died September 5th in Phoenix at the age 

of 95.  “Kellwood served with distinction in the 1st  

Marine Division as a Navajo Code Talker, ultimately 

helping lead the Allied forces to victory in WWII,"  

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey said in a news release. 

"Today, as Arizonans celebrate the life of this amazing 

man, let us pray for his family, his friends, and the  

Navajo Nation. And let us never forget the countless 

contributions that code talkers have made to our state 

and our country.”  A spokesman for the Navajo Nation 

confirmed Kellwood's passing.  In Navajo and in     

English, people sent condolences over social media to 

Kellwood's family.   

 

 Ahe'hee, Mr. Joe Kellwood. Thank you, Marine.   

 Rest in Peace, Brave Warrior. Thank you for your 

service.  My condolences to the family and to the 

Navajo Nation.   

 Oh Ya'at'ééh dóó'. So Sad and Sorry...Your Uncle 

is now made his journey to be with family in a 

world different with the Holy People as he is 

now.  

 

     Messages trickled in on  social-media sites dedicated 

to the Navajo Code Talkers across the nation.  Photos 

of Kellwood were posted at https://www.facebook.com/

rememberthosewhoserved/posts/1072714676111119: 

the Facebook page for the Greatest Generations     

Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to veterans recording 

the legacies of veterans. In one photo, the young soldier 

with a crew cut is kneeling in the grass, holding a rifle. 

In a photo taken decades later, Kellwood’s graying hair 

is tucked under the signature red cap that Navajo Code 

Talkers wore.  

 

     In a 1999 interview with Arizona Republic reporter 

Betty Reid, Kellwood remembered leaving Phoenix to 

join the Marines.  He was 78 at the time of the          

interview, but 21 when he joined the Marines in 1942. 

He told his sister, Da'ahijigaagoo deya, or, "I'm going to 

war," according to the 1999 interview.  He was trained 

at the Navajo Talkers’ School at Camp Elliott in       

San Diego. In the interview, he remembered a moment 

when his sacred rituals conflicted with military rules. 

He had boarded a transport ship headed for Melbourne, 

Australia, where he would join the 1st Marine Division, 

5th Marine Regiment.  

 

    Kellwood had corn pollen, a gift from his uncle, who 

told him in Navajo to use it during his journey. His  

uncle called the Pacific Ocean a mother figure for their 

people. In the Republic  interview, Kellwood said his 

uncle had told him to stand by the ocean, place corn 

pollen in his mouth, on his head, into the air, and pray 

to the Holy People. Rather than ask his ranking officers 

for permission, Kellwood mixed a piece of gum with 

corn pollen. He chewed it into a ball and spat it into the 

ocean. The ritual gave him confidence he would return 

safely.  "I was never scared during battles because I told 

Mama Water to take care of me," Kellwood said in the 

1999 Republic  interview. "We had to feel like we were 

bigger than the enemy in battle. I had my prayer and my 

chewing gum."  

MARINE CODE TALKER—SERVED HIS COUNTRY IN TIME OF NEED 

https://www.facebook.com/rememberthosewhoserved/posts/1072714676111119
https://www.facebook.com/rememberthosewhoserved/posts/1072714676111119
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Owners of unused vehicles can donate them for tax 
breaks while also benefiting American Legion  
programs. 

The American Legion Vehicle Donation Program 
accepts trucks, vans, SUVs, boats, motorcycles, 
RVs and more. Proceeds from each auction sale 
via Insurance Auto Auctions, Inc. (IAA) will go 
toward Legion charities and programs. 

IAA accepts vehicles in almost any condition, 

whether they can be driven or not, in all 50 states. 

Those wishing to donate a vehicle should fill out a 
form online at www.legion.org/donate/auto or call 
(844) 353-4466. You will be contacted within 48 
hours for free pickup arrangements. 

If you have questions about the donation program, 
such as when you’ll receive your tax receipt or if 
you need your vehicle title, visit 
www.legion.org/donate/auto/faq for answers. 

VEHICLE DONATIONS SUPPORT LEGION PROGRAMS 

Associated Press  

September 10, 2016  

The woman kissed by an ecstatic sailor 
in Times Square celebrating the end of 
World War II has died. Greta Zimmer 
Friedman’s son says his mother died      
8 SEP at a Richmond, Virginia, hospital 
of what he called complications from old 
age. She was 92. Friedman was a         
21-year-old dental assistant in a nurse’s 
uniform on Aug. 14, 1945. She went to 
Times Square amid reports that the war 
had ended. That’s when she was kissed 
by George Mendonsa celebrating 
Japan’s surrender. Life magazine      
photographer Alfred Eisenstaedt       
captured the moment. It became one of 
the most famous photographs of the  
20th century. Joshua Friedman says his 
mother recalled it all happening in an 
instant. She will be buried in              
Arlington National Cemetery, next to 
her late husband, Dr. Misha Friedman.   

TIMES SQUARE V-J DAY KISS UPDATE—RECIPIENT PASSES AT AGE 92 

As pedestrians watch, an American sailor passionately kisses a 

white-uniformed nurse in Times Square to celebrate the long 

awaited-victory over Japan. August 14, 1945. 

http://www.legion.org/donate/auto
http://www.legion.org/donate/auto/faq
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I can only imagine how disheartened a young   
person might feel standing up in front of a nearly 
empty room to present something he or she has 
spent hours researching and practicing only to see 
that no one cared enough even to attend.  Think 
back to how your own children or grandchildren 
would have felt in such circumstances and then 
join us in attending the event.  Believe me, you 
won’t be disappointed. 

A nearly empty room also sends a pretty loud 
message to the parents who accompany their 
young people that we don’t even think well 
enough of our own project to give it a few minutes 
of our time to support it with our presence. While 
we haven’t set a definite date as yet, it will be no 
later than February 5.  Stay tuned. 

I’m looking forward to being back with you at our 
October meeting and to getting on with the     
business of Post 134. In the meantime, my       
sincerest thanks to Wiley Virden for acting as 
Post Commander in my absence.  I truly          
appreciate your efforts! 
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POST 134 DUES — WE’RE AT A WHOPPING 51% 

Al Alberghini 

For God and Country, 

I n 1920, during The American Legion National 
Convention in Cleveland, the organization went 

on record urging all American Legion men to    
become qualified voters. Since then, the             
organization has passed countless similar           

resolutions advocating Legionnaires to not only 
exercise their constitutional responsibility to vote, 
but to also  encourage others to do the same. 

Elections are important to our republic. As citizens 
of this great nation, it is our duty and responsibility 
to exercise this right of franchise by casting our 
ballots on Election Day and to encourage others to 
do so as well.  It was on this premise that The 
American Legion’s “Get Out the Vote” program 
was initiated shortly after the organization’s       
inception. Today it is as important as it was in  
elections past. 

The Legion's "Get Out the Vote" program          
encourages all Americans to register and vote in all 
elections. In addition, Legionnaires, posts, districts 
and departments are encouraged to fully involve 
themselves in the electoral process by serving as 
poll volunteers, poll workers and by encouraging 
and assisting others to register and vote. 

All Legionnaires are encouraged to renew their 
commitment for continued service to this country 
by being politically active as individuals. By  
working together as an organization we can make a 
difference by promoting an informed populace, 
participation in our government, and involvement 
in its electoral process.  We cannot forget that in 
this country, our government is “of the people, by 
the people and for the people.” It cannot survive as 
a democratic republic unless the people participate. 
That is our task. 
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM 

COST $20.00 

 

OCTOBER SPEAKER 
 

DONALD D. THOMPSON 
 

A graduate of the USNA, and        

commissioned an ensign in 1959. He 

served on active duty in the Navy, 

1959-63. His service included duty 

related to the CIA’s failed invasion of 

Cuba at the Bay of Pigs on 17 Apr 61. 

The supposedly secret CIA-trained 

Brigade 2506 attempted to overthrow 

Cuban dictator Fidel Castro. After his 

naval service, Thompson had a       

distinguished banking career in    

Georgia and Alabama.  


