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BOY'S $20 TRIBUTE TO FALLEN DAD 

BLOSSOMS INTO MILLIONS TO HELP 

OTHERS 

For God and Country, 

MYLES ECKERT RECEIVES 

FIRST YOUNG HERO AWARD 
 

By Carlos Bongianni 

Reprinted from Stars and Stripes, March 25, 2016 

 

ARLINGTON, Va. — Just over two 

years ago, Myles Eckert spotted 

something green sticking out of the 

snow as he, along with his mom and 

sister, stopped for lunch at a Cracker 

Barrel restaurant near Toledo, Ohio. 

 

“Money!” he said to himself as he 

retrieved a partially exposed $20 bill. 

 

That $20 find would lead to more 

than $2 million of charitable        

contributions, world-wide celebrity 

status, and a prestigious award at the 

2016 Citizen Honors Award         

ceremony, held Friday at Joint Base 

Myer-Henderson next to Arlington 

National Cemetery. 

 

At the annual event, Myles received 

the Congressional Medal of Honor 

Society’s newly created Young Hero 

Award, which recognizes 

“leadership, courage, character,    

integrity and service,” according to 

the society. Myles was selected for 

his “volunteer philanthropic work on 

behalf of Gold Star children” – those 

who have lost a parent to war. 

 

So how exactly did finding $20 lead 

to all the recognition and acclaim 

that has followed? 

 

From a hotel room in Arlington just 

before Friday’s ceremony, one day 

before his 11th birthday, Myles 

acknowledged feeling uncomfortable 

about all the attention he’s gotten, 

especially when he’s asked about 

that February day in 2014. “I don’t 

really remember much about it,” he 

said. 

 

Myles was 8 at the time. He recalled 

being thrilled at first about the     

possibility of buying something with 

the money. Then, he and his sister, 

Marlee, talked about giving it as a tip 

to the waitress. Once inside the     

restaurant, however, he changed his 

mind after seeing a man dressed in a 

military uniform, triggering thoughts 

of his father, Army Sgt. Andy     

Eckert, who died at 24 in Iraq just 

weeks after Myles was born in 2005. 

 

Myles’ mother, Tiffany Eckert, said 

her son suffers from frontal lobe   

seizures, a variety of learning       

disabilities and has a slight case of 

Savant Syndrome, the brain disorder 

portrayed in the movie “Rain Man.” 

 

Despite his disabilities, Myles wrote 

a note to the servicemember in the 

restaurant and enclosed the bill. 

 

“My dad was a soldier. He’s in   

 

“A politician is a fellow 

who will lay down your 

life for his country.” 

 
 - Texas Guinan 

 

“I have come to the  

conclusion that politics 

is too serious a matter 

to be left to the         

politicians.” 

 
- Charles de Gaulle 

 

“Instead of giving a   

politician the keys to 

the city, it might be  

better to change the 

locks.” 

 
- Doug Larson 
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Editorial 

By John Ottley, Jr.—Past Commander 

 

B lake Filippi is my man. If anyone can make 

time stand still, he can. 

Now that we’re on Daylight Saving Time (DST), 

this “little Rhoady” state representative would 

freeze the clocks. I’m with him all the way. 

I’ve had it with righteous churchgoers staring me 

down when I drag in an hour late and have to sit 

right under the preacher’s nose. Or, an hour early 

in fall. Which is it, for Pete’s sake? More          

importantly why? 

This foolishness started in 

1895 when George          

V. Hudson (left), a New 

Zealander, wanted more 

time after work to pursue 

his hobby—collecting     

insects. Changing the time 

has bugged us ever since. 

Germany and Austro-

Hungary implemented 

DST in 1916 during World 

War I.  

We know what happened to those guys. We went 

along with it in 1918, but a wise Congress—yes, 

there once was such a thing—repealed it in 1919. 

President Wilson vetoed the repeal twice, but was 

overridden the second time.  

We brought DST back during World War II on the 

pretext of conserving electricity “for the war     

effort.” Guess what—bomber and tank factories 

ran all night anyway. Had to. And we won. 

Any electricity we’re saving nowadays is frittered 

away on sitcoms and reality shows. Or texting, 

twittering, and face-booking. Gotta recharge those 

phones nightly. NOTE: pro football is exempt 

from this part of the sermon. 

You have your parents whining about little      

children having to stand around in the dark   

awaiting the school bus. I hate to break it to you, 

but school starts so early it’s still dark at bus time 

even after we “spring forward”. I’d lay good  

money that half those whining parents drive their 

kids to school in SUVs anyway. Have you taken a 

look at the car group lines outside your kid’s 

school lately? 

Gardeners and, well, yes, 

insect collectors say they 

like an extra hour of day-

light to play in the dirt and 

hi de hoe. Ben Franklin 

(right) had the answer for 

them: “Early to bed and 

early to rise.” 

President Warren Harding must have agreed.  

Calling DST “a deception,” he ordered            

government employees to get to work an hour  

earlier.  

Friends of the Earth urge us not to mess with 

Mother Nature. Truth is, that wonderful lady goes 

about her business according to the tilt of global 

axis, not by what number the big hand is on. The 

days get longer and shorter as the vernal and     

autumnal equinoxes occur. Or, do I have that 

backward? 

Scientists note that we have more wrecks, heart 

attacks, and strokes when we spring forward or 

fall back. No wonder. You think texting is        

distracted driving? Try fiddling with the dash-

board clock. 

Blake Filippi and I are not alone on this.           

Argentina, Chile, Iceland, Singapore, Uzbekistan, 

and Belarus never switch back to standard time. 

Thus, DST becomes their standard. See how easy 

DST...Continued on Page 3 

NO MORE FALLING BACK 



Page 3 Volume XXVIII, No. 3 

that is?  

Hey, Oliver, they got clocks in Uzbekistan?       

Uz-bethcha, Stan. 

Now that we’ve changed our clocks, Blake and I 

say henceforth, let’s leave time the heck alone.  

Maybe we even want Blake for president.  

Yes, no more falling back. Once we’ve adjusted to 

one time all year long, we can save falling back 

for things which really need it. Like, prejudice, 

hypocrisy, greed, and historical ignorance.  

It’s always an hour late for those, isn’t it? 

DST... Continued from Page 2 

LTC Tyler’s military career began when he was          

commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Engineers 

through the Reserve Officers Training Corps at The      

Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina.  His duty 

assignments include Sapper Platoon Leader and Assault 

and Obstacle Platoon Leader in the 10th Engineer          

Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division in Schweinfurt Germany. 

He later served as the HHC XO and Assistant BDE       

Engineer for the 9th En Bn 1st Infantry Division. His follow 

on assignment was Assistant Operations Officer with the 

36th Engineer Group at Fort Benning GA.  Upon         

transferring to the Georgia Army National Guard,        

LTC Tyler served in the 878th Engineer Battalion,      

Headquarters 78th Troop Command, 122nd Rear Operations 

Center, and  Joint Forces Headquarters, His duty           

assignments include Civil Engineer, Training Officer and 

Company Commander, and Executive Officer in the     

878th EN BN, Adjutant in 78th Troop Command,           

Area Damage Control Officer in the 122 ROC,              

Environmentalist, Facilities Engineer, Master Planner, 

MILCON Director, Deputy Construction and Facilities 

Management Officer at Joint Forces Headquarters.       

LTC Tyler’s deployed assignments include Company    

Executive Officer HHC 10th   

En Bn for IFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina 1996, Assistant Operations Officer               

36th Engineer Group for Operation Build Hope in Nicaragua 1998, Company         

Commander B/878th Engineer Battalion for Operation Iraqi Freedom at Tallil Air Base, 

Iraq 2003, Battalion Executive Officer 878th Engineer Battalion for Operation Enduring 

Freedom in Kandahar Afghanistan 2013. On April 1, 2014, LTC Tyler assumed       

command of the 878th Engineer Battalion, Georgia Army National Guard.   

 

MARCH GUEST SPEAKER 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL FLINT HART TYLER 

Rhode Island State Rep. 

Blake Filippi, a Block Island 

independent, made a public 

health case for his bill at a 

hearing on March 9, 2016.  

New England has some of 

the country’s earliest winter 

sunsets.  
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heaven now,” the note said. “I found this 20 dollars 

in the parking lot when we got here. We like to pay 

it forward in my family. It’s your lucky day! Thank 

you for your service.” The boy signed the note 

“Myles Eckert, a gold star kid.” 

Touched by the gesture, Air Force Lt. Col. Frank 

Dailey took a picture of the neon-green Post-it note 

and sent it to his daughter in a text message. She 

posted it online, and it went viral. Soon local media 

got wind of the story. Then CBS News ran a      

national story on Myles’ generous act (see link 

provided for YouTube). People from around the 

world began sending money to the Eckert family. 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9FCxuVSkT7k 

 

“Myles made a choice that day,” said his mother. 

“The ripple effect has really been never-ending, 

and the momentum behind the story is not over 

yet.” 

 

Myles has appeared on such TV shows as Ellen 

and Dr. Phil. Due to the volume of calls, his mom 

says she unplugged the phone two years ago and 

hasn't plugged it back in since. 

 

Tiffany Eckert said the family decided all the mon-

ey they received should go to charities that support 

military families. The family originally partnered 

with a charity called Snowball Express, which re-

ceived $1.8 million in a matter of months. 

 

Later, the family began partnering with the charity 

organizations, Camp Hometown Heroes and the 

Folds of Honor Foundation. Donations to all the 

charities has surpassed $2 million, said Tiffany 

Eckert, who now has plans to start a foundation 

called The Power of 20 to continue raising money 

and to promote awareness of children who have 

suffered the loss of a parent killed in combat. 

 

“I tell the kids every day, we’re ordinary people 

who have been given an extraordinary opportunity 

to touch the world and to positively impact lives.” 

ECKERT...Continued from Page 1 

Medal of Honor recipient Edward Byers presents    

Myles Eckert with the Young Hero Award during a    

ceremony Friday at Ft Myer, Va. 
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GEORGIA’S VIETNAM WAR CERTIFICATE OF HONOR PROGRAM  

Editor’s note: Last month, the BCR covered the Fighin’ 

413th and how they were honored by the Georgia      

Departtment of Veterans Services’ new Commissioner, 

Mike Roby.  This certificate is available to all Georgia 

Vietnam Vets.  If you’re interested, read on. 

 

I n conjunction with the 50th Anniversary Commemora-

tion of the Vietnam War, the State of Georgia wants 

to honor every one of its 234,000 Vietnam War veterans.  

 

To accomplish this goal, the Georgia Department of  

Veterans Service, in partnership with the Office of   

Governor Nathan Deal, has created the Vietnam War 

Certificate of Honor program.  

 

Every Georgia veteran with honorable service during the 

Vietnam War is eligible to receive this certificate.  

 

With the help of veterans service organizations, word of 

mouth, and local media support, these Certificates of 

Honor will be ceremonially presented to every Vietnam 

War veteran in Georgia.  

 

Each certificate is personalized with the Vietnam War 

veteran’s name, rank, branch of service, and dates of 

service printed over the Seal of the State of Georgia and 

includes the official U.S. Department of Defense’s    

Vietnam War Commemorative Partner logo. 

 

Group (VSO) Application Procedure 
Members of veterans service organizations are           

encouraged to apply to receive their certificates together. 

For information on making a group application, email 

certificates@vs.state.ga.us or call 404-463-3080. 

 

Individual Application Procedure 
To apply, please send your name, rank, branch of       

service, dates of service, and a copy of your DD       

Form 214 to certificates@vs.state.ga.us or Georgia    

Department of Veterans Service, 2 Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Drive SE, Atlanta, GA 30334, or call 404-463-3080 

for more information.  

 

Official Presentation  
The State of Georgia would like veterans honored by this 

program to receive their certificates during a formal 

presentation. The Georgia Department of Veterans    

Service will work with VSOs and individual veterans to 

coordinate these presentations wherever possible.  
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM 

COST $20.00 

(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride) 

WORD ORIGINS 

 

A term that came from 

the British rifle range 

during WWII was 

“washout.”  If a shot 

landed completely wide 

of the target, it was 

called a washout        

because on old iron   

targets the space they landed on was covered with some 

kind of paint, or “wash.” At first, washout simply meant a 

bad shot, but it soon broadened to mean any kind of failure, 

and it’s still used that way. 


