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The Bugle Call Rag 

Post 134—Change of Command 

 

P hil Mathis begins serving his 

term as our new commander, 

when the 5th District Commander 

swears him in at our next meeting on 

July 9, 2015. 

 

Born in Griffin, Georgia, on        

September 21, 1953, he is a        

graduate of Madison County High 

School in Danielsville GA. Phil    

enlisted a year later in the Navy, 

serving from March 1972 to March 

1976. While in the Navy he served 

on the USS Enterprise (CVAN-65) 

working Electronic Countermeasure 

intermediate maintenance. 

 

 After the Navy, Phil worked at 

Georgia Tech Computer Center for 

16 years and has been working at 

BellSouth/AT&T the last 19 years. 

He and his lovely wife Joanne have 

been married 24 years and live in 

the Morningside neighborhood in 

Atlanta.  Phil has a Bachelor's     

Degree in Electrical Engineering 

Technology from Southern           

Polytechnic State University and a 

Master of Science Degree in      

Computer Information Systems from 

Georgia State University. His      

hobbies include golf, sailing and 

reading.  

 

I t has been both an honor and a 

privilege to serve as Post 134 

Junior Vice Commander this past 

year. The position has allowed me to 

become familiar with the members 

and activities of the post in a very 

short time. Commander Ottley did 

an excellent job of preparing me for 

both the JVC and Commander’s  

position and I am thankful for the 

opportunity to have been in his   

command. Our post has been well 

served by John and he leaves some 

very large shoes to fill. 

In May, I was elected to the office of 

post commander and now this is my   

opportunity to the lead the post to 

the best of my ability. Fortunately 

for me, we have a very helpful  

membership and an experienced  

executive committee that I can rely 

on for guidance. In the coming 

weeks I will work to develop my 

vision for Post 134 for the         

2015-2016 year. The focus will    

encompass the four pillars of the 

American Legion – Veterans       

Affairs and Rehabilitation,        

National Security, Americanism 

and Children and Youth. Our post 

continues to do excellent work with 

Boys State and the Oratory programs 

and those efforts are vital to our  

mission. We should not be         

complacent. As we continue our 

work with youth, we must foster the 

values we cherish for our next     

generation. By doing so, we model a 

kind of patriotism that serves all and 

could perhaps help to prevent anoth-

er tragic event such as that which 

transpired in Charleston on June 

17th. 

 

MEETING DATE IS: 

JULY 9, 2015 
 

18:30—FELLOWSHIP 

19:00—DINNER 

19:30—PROGRAM 

This is a non-standard  

time, so please take note.  

Meeting will conclude 

about 20:30, which will 

allow plenty of time with 

getting home. 

Sunset: 20:51 

Civil Twilight: 21:20 

For God and Country, 

Phil Mathis 
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James Poulin, a retired Army surveyor and Auburn          

mechanical engineering grad, transferred to Post 134 on       

May 14, 2015, from Post 400. 

A native of Joliet, IL, he served in Vietnam, attaining the 

rank of Specialist 5 and earning the Vietnam Service Medal 

with three bronze service stars, the Army Commendation 

Medal, National Defense Service Medal, and two awards 

from the Republic of Vietnam: the Cross of Gallantry with 

palm and the Civilian Action medal. 

James is highly skilled in software applications for           

mechanical design and equipment applications for air       

conditioning, refrigeration, plumbing, fire sprinkler systems, 

air quality, standby generators, and pneumatic controls. 

With the Federal Aviation Agency in Hampton, GA, he  

monitored construction, wrote progress reports, and         

coordinated with contractor personnel. Jim was a senior me-

chanical engineer with Space Gateway Support at Cape   

Canaveral, FL. He joined Brian Cumming & Associates in 

Orlando, FL, where he was responsible for system design, 

construction administration and field inspections. He was 

awarded a Q Clearance to work on nuclear power plants. 

Jim has served as president, treasurer, and member of the 

Board of Governors of the Spacecoast Chapter of the    

American Society of Heating, Refrigeration, and Air       

Conditioning Engineers. 

Sam Steger presents the American Legion Scholastic      

Excellence Medal to Cadet Jessica Mitchell and  

Cadet Korie Bullock, at the Maynard Jackson High 

School Awards Ceremony. Cadet Bullock was a  

delegate to Georgia Boys State last year sponsored 

by Post 134. Additionally, Cadet Raianna Colley 

received the medal at the North Springs Charter High 

School Awards Ceremony.   

This award is presented to the outstanding junior and 

senior cadets who have demonstrated qualities in 

leadership. They must actively participated in student 

activities, and place in the top twenty five percent of 

their ROTC class and the top ten percent of their 

academic class.  

JROTC MEDALS PRESENTED BY POST 134 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE — JAMES POULIN 

CADET BULLOCK CADET MITCHELL 

CADET COLLEY 
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A 200TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION COMES TO AN END 

Editors Note:  Our outgoing commander, never at a loss 

for words, was challenged at a seminar where the       
assignment was Political Poetry.  The organizers hoped 

that poems would be written with political overtones, or 
that poems dealing with a political theme would be    

recited.  John Ottley thought, “Why not choose Politics in 
Poetry” and set about researching the political situation 

and ramifications of one of our most sacred poems,    
The Star Spangled Banner.  The format was not specified, 

so John chose essay.  It turns out that he had the only 

essay of the whole group. 

 

POETRY AND POLITICS 

By John Ottley, Jr. 

 

O ur theme today is poetry and politics. One might 

well ask whether politics can be good poetry or vice 

versa. 
 

First, one would have to define “good” politics.  Is this an 

oxymoron? 
 

Perhaps it is politics which succeed; that is to say which 

end in successful legislation, public consensus, or widely 

accepted public policy. Compromise is the god of “good” 

politics. One can argue that “good” politics is mindful of 

the facts, leaves room for the other fellow’s views, and 

does not overstate the case. 
 

Can poetry do well at this kind of politics? Admittedly, 

one can argue that this is not the role of poetry, but can it 

assume that role? 
 

Take, for example, the political poem known best by 

Americans.  Would anyone care to hazard a guess as to 

what that might be?  Bonus points if you can name the 
author and when written. 
 

Answer: The Star Spangled Banner, written by Francis 

Scott Key the night of September 13-14, 1814, on a    

British ship in Chesapeake Bay during the British      

bombardment of Fort McHenry, near Baltimore in the 

War of 1812. 
 

Is the poem mindful of the facts? In the last two lines of 

the first stanza, Key defines America as the land of the 

free and the home of the brave. 
 

How free was American? In 1814, slavery was legal and 

flourishing. We were 41 years away from Abraham     

Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, which, by the way, 

freed slaves only in the Confederate states. In 1810, the 

population of Georgia was 42% black slaves. Slavery was 

abolished throughout the nation in 1865 by the            

13th Amendment to the Constitution. 
 

Was it at least, then, the home of the brave? 
 

Let’s start with Key himself. His poem was first          

published anonymously under the title, The Defense of 
Fort McHenry. Would you call that brave? 
 

Later, his poem was set to music. Ironically, the tune was 

an English drinking song named, “To Anachreon in 

Heaven.” Not exactly a ditty one would expect to inspire 

patriotism in the hearts of Britain’s arch enemy, but we 

Americans are hard to predict and the song became   

widely popular. Key never knew he had written our    

national anthem. Congress deemed it so in              

1931—88 years after his death. 
 

Remember “the rockets’ red glare?” These were         

Congreve rockets invented by a British subject and first 

used by the Redcoats in 1806. A politically incorrect ref-

erence in poetry written to inspire the targets of those 

rockets. 
 

For that matter, how brave were Americans as a whole? 

True, they had gone to war a second time against the 

Home of the Brave...Continued on Page 4 
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world’s leading power, but the war was widely un-

popular, both with southern planters dependent on 

trading cotton, tobacco, and other farm produce 

abroad and northern shipbuilding and shipping in-

terests whose livelihood   depended on transporting 

such goods, mainly to Europe and bringing manu-

factured items on the return trip.  Also, even though 

the revolution had pretty well sorted ou the patriots 

from the loylists, there still was a good deal of sen-

timent in favor of Britain, especially since econom-

ic ties had been reestablished between us. 
 

Britain’s main push at the time was trying to defeat 

France’s self-declared emperor, Napoleon. In    

addition to forming a coalition to fight him on land, 

they sought to embargo trade goods headed for 

France. The British Navy was stretched thin and 

hard up for sailors, many of whom were recruited 

under highly questionable circumstances. A good 

number of these men deserted as soon as they hit 

American or Canadian ports. Being career seamen, 

they took jobs on U.S. ships. The Britsh maintained 

the position that they had the right to stop foreign 

commerce on the high seas, reclaim any deserters 

they could identify, and even relieve the intercepted 

ships of cargo that might prove helpful to the 

French. This progressed to commandeering virtual-

ly anyone able-bodied on the intercepted vessel, 

regardless of nationality. 
 

As if that wasn’t sufficiently brash, the             

HMS Leopard stopped an American vessel in  

Chesapeake Bay, impressed sailors, and then hung 

around waiting to do it again.  This was more than 

President James Madison could take and the U.S. 

declared war on Britain on June 18, 1812. 
 

At the time, our Army had shrunk to 3,000 men 

supplemented by untrained and more or less      

undisciplined state militiamen. When the British 

attacked at Bladensburg, MD, on August 24, 1814, 

those same Congreve rockets helped turn our flank 

and most of our troops ran away. British officers 

dined that evening in the White House, enjoying a 

meal that had been cooked for President Madison. 

James and Dolley had fled to northern Virginia. 
 

You will recall that the British burned the White 

House and most of our government buildings. This 

was not out of sheer meanness. They saw it as   

justifiable retribution. Earlier in the war, American 

troops, in yet another ill-fated attempt to capture 

Canada, had burned the town of York (now        

Toronto), in Ontario. Bet you never heard about 

that in your American history classes. 
 

All things considered, was the War of 1812 one in 

which our exploits deserved to be the subject of a 

national anthem? Probably not when you consider 

that Napoleon tricked us into it and one of our   

motives was to seize additional territory in Canada 

and Florida. Interestingly, the issue of stopping and 

searching our ships on the open seas, and           

impressing our sailors, was not even mentioned in 

the Treaty of Ghent, singed December 24, 1814, 

which on paper at least, ended the conflict. Our 

negotiators probably reasoned that, with no war 

going on, the high seas misconduct would stop. 
 

You will remember that the word was late getting 

to New Orleans where Andrew Jackson’s        

somewhat motley crew defeated the British on   

January 8, 1815 in battles that need never have 

been fought. 
 

So much for the politics. Was Key’s poem good 

poetry? 
 

Reasonably so. Good rhyme and meter.            

Commendable imagery, especially in the first two 

stanzas. (There are, incidentally, four, eight-line 

stanzas. We sing only the first). He gets a little 

awkward in stanza #3 with phrasing like, “Where is 

that band who so vauntingly swore that the havoc 

of war and the battle’s confusion, a home and a 

country should leave us no more: and, in stanza 

four possibly a bit overly righteous with, “may the 

heaven rescued land praise the power that hath 

made and preserved us a nation.” The British, after 

all, prayed to that same power. 
 

Not a bad piece of work, overall though, for a    

lawyer whose main reason for going to Baltimore 

in the first place was not to write poetry, but to 

spring his buddy, Bill Beannes, whom the British 

had captured in the fighting at Bladensburg. 
 

After succeeding, however, the British said that 

Key would have to spend the night aboard ship lest 

he reveal plans for the bombardment to the     
Americans ashore. And that is how he came to have 

a front row seat for the action 

Home of the Brave... Continued from Page 3 
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M arvin spent much of his early life on a cattle and 

wheat ranch in Kansas He later attended the       

University of Illinois and upon graduation was             

commissioned a Second Lieutenant of Infantry. He       

attended the basic officer’s course, Ranger School and 

Airborne school at Fort Benning and later Flight School in 

Texas and Alabama.. 
 

After earning his wings as a rotary wing aviator Marvin 

joined the 3rd Armored Division in Germany. There he 

flew H-34s and H-13s. helicopters.   Returning from    

Germany he commanded an Infantry Company in the      

1St Infantry Division (Big Red One). Later he deployed to 

Vietnam, serving in the 197Th Armed Helicopter Company 

as an Armed Helicopter Platoon Commander. The       

197th was the first Armed Helicopter in the Army. It had a 

high casualty rate and most of the missions involved     

engaging the enemy with a slow aircraft flying at tree top 

level. They were often out gunned by the Viet Cong.  
 

Advanced Infantry School at Benning followed his tour in 

Vietnam.  After Advanced Infantry School he taught    

tactics as a platform instructor at the Infantry School. Then 

it was back to Vietnam with the Army Security Agency in 

the summer of 1967. He spent hundreds of flight hours 

flying in the central highlands and in Cambodia. Later he 

became the operations officer of the 4th Aviation Battalion 

in the Central Highlands for all of 1968. He was           

responsible for several hundred aircraft on a daily basis in 

support of the 4th Infantry division.. After another tour at 

Fort Benning, Marvin resigned his commission as a major 

to pursue business interests in Columbus, GA. 
 

The next 30 years slipped by as he headed up several    

businesses including Ford and Massey Ferguson tractor 

Dealerships, a farm in Alabama, a small manufacturing 

company and a Christian Bookstore. After moving to   

Atlanta he formed the Georgia Vietnam Veterans Alliance 

(GVVA) in Atlanta which he still serves as President. 

GVVA exists to serve and assist Veterans from all wars 

and their families. It started out as an organization to    

provide fellowship to Vietnam Veterans. GVVA provides 

counseling, helps find jobs, provides rental help, food and 

utilities help and scholarships to Veterans, children of vets 

and spouses of veterans.  For 15 years Marvin has also 

served as president of the Georgia Veterans Day Parade 

Association. He is one of the authors of a non-fiction book 

titled, Returning Fire about his first tour in Vietnam.  
 

His awards and decorations include the Ranger Tab,     

Airborne Wings, Aviator Wings, Silver Star, Bronze Star 

with cluster, 26 awards of the Air Medal, 2 with V (valor) 

device, ARCOM, with cluster and V device and Vietnam 

Service Medal.  He has approximately 950 hours of     

combat flying time. He is a member of the American    

Legion, A Life member of the VFW, a Life Member of the 

Vietnam Helicopter Association, a member of the Army 

Aviation Heritage Assn and a member of the Duluth First 

United Methodist Church.  

JULY GUEST SPEAKER — MARVIN MYERS 
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

DINNER 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

COST $18.00 

(Call the SVC if you need help with a ride) 

The American Legion year is July 1st through June 

30th.  Every member's annual dues are due on July 

1.  So, your DUES ARE DUE!!!  Renewal online is 

the preferred method.  Go to our post website and 

click on “Renew Online” and follow the directions, 

or 

Please send a check for $45 (or any amount above 

your dues if you want to offset printing cost of the 

Bugle Call Rag newsletter) to: 

 

American Legion Post 134 

P.O. Box 8086  

Atlanta GA 31106-0086  


