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The Bugle Call Rag 

As we continue to observe the 100th       

anniversary of World War I, and the       

Legion’s founding shortly thereafter, it is 

inspiring to recall a portion of General 

Douglas MacArthur’s address at West Point 

in May, 1962: 

 

“In memory’s eye. I (can) see those  stag-

gering columns of the First World War, 

bending under soggy packs, on many a  

weary march from dripping dusk to        

drizzling dawn, slogging ankle-deep 

through the mire of shell-shocked roads, to 

form grimly for the attack, blue-lipped, 

chilled by wind and rain, driving home to 

their objective (which for many was) the 

judgment seat of God…Always for them: 

duty, honor, country…as we sought the way 

and the light and the truth.” 

 

Membership 

 

One of the best reasons for joining the 

American Legion was hidden away in an 

August 20th Wall Street Journal op-ed    

column. 

 

To wit: “While the American people in  

general hold the military in high esteem, 

only half of one percent are serving, and 

they have borne the burden of fighting 

America’s wars.” 

 

It was 12 percent in World War II. 

 

To borrow a slogan from USAA, fellow 

Legionnaires, we know what it means to 

serve.  

 

Those who have worn the uniform of our 

nation’s armed forces, and sacrificed at 

whatever level, find kindred souls and    

appreciation at our meetings. We “get it.” 

 

Do someone a favor. Ask a vet to our next 

meeting. Membership “drives” are worthy, 

but building our post one vet at a time 

works too. 

 

On the off chance that he would be          

interested, I asked a fellow at a breakfast 

meeting if he’d consider coming to a Post 

134 luncheon. I knew he had been in the 

service. Without pressure or prompting, he 

said, “I would like that very much.” 

 

You could hear his pride of service in his 

eager response. 

 

Many vets look back on their time in the 

military as the most significant in their 

lives. I know I do. 

 

Try sharing our post with a vet. It’s one of 

the greatest fraternities out there.  

 

The worst that can happen is a “No.” 

 

And, since when did that stop you? 

 

P.S. My guest didn’t join, but was duly  

impressed with our post. I’m inviting     

another eligible vet next time. 

 

Service Projects 

 

Please begin thinking now about a      

grandchild or school administrator who 

should know about our oratorical contest in 

February, 2015, and/or Boys State in June, 

2015. Both are superb civic and personal 

development opportunities. Contact        

Bob Moore at bmoore.aegis@mac.com. 

 

Too early? Not a bit. With school now   

underway, it’s important to plant the idea of 

participating in our oratorical contest before 

students and school administrators get    

inundated with their duties, term papers, 

sports, exams, and extra-curricular         

activities. 

 

Georgia Boys State is a comprehensive       

1-week course in state and local government 

sponsored by the American Legion.      

Qualified male high school rising seniors 

take part in a practical government course 

designed to develop a working knowledge 

of the structure of government and to     

illustrate that our government is just what 

we make it. Delegates organize a mythical 

51st state. Participation is an impressive 

item to include on a college application and 

Today, the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers is at 

work in more than 90 

countries, runs 609 

dams, operates 24    

percent of the U.S.    

hydropower capacity   

(3 percent of the total 

U.S. electric capacity), 

maintains 12,000 miles 

of commercial inland 

navigation channels, 

and supervises 926 

coastal Great Lakes, 

and inland harbors. 

ENGINEERS DO 

IT BY DESIGN 
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Editor’s Note — Last month marked the 200th anniversary of 

"The Star-Spangled Banner." 

By Brett Zongker, The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — If you happen to find some 

remnants of woven wool in your attic — in red, 

white or blue and marked Fort McHenry — the 

Smithsonian Institution would like to know. 

 

Two hundred years after a massive flag was   

hoisted over the fort in Baltimore that withstood a 

British attack, Americans from Maine to California 

may still have fragments from the original       

"Star-Spangled Banner." 

 

Not long after the huge 30-foot by 42-foot flag  

inspired an 1814 poem by Francis Scott Key that 

would become the national anthem, its caretakers 

began snipping off pieces. 

 

By the 1880s, about 20 percent had been lost. 

 

Cutting up a flag today could be considered      

desecration, but back then, the clippings were   

given away as keepsakes. 

 

"It was such a monumental moment in time that 

people felt they wanted to hold a piece of that    

history," said Jennifer Jones, a curator who      

oversees the flag at the Smithsonian's National 

Museum of American History. 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner is showing its age now, 

but the Smithsonian carefully preserved it for    

display. Housed in a chamber that keeps oxygen 

and lighting very low and temperature and         

humidity constant, it should last for generations 

more. 

 

And lest we be too harsh on our forbearers, Jones 

credits the revolutionary-era tradition of souvenir-

keeping for maintaining the flag's value, which 

"probably led to its ability to survive 200 years." 

 

With Maryland celebrating its Defenders' Day on 

Friday and America's victory over the British 200 

years ago Sunday, at least two families recently 

inquired whether their fragments might have     

historical value. 

 

Museum conservators are using microscopes,       

X-rays and other equipment to analyze their 

weaves, stains and soils to see if they match.   

Family histories and documents also help prove 

provenance. 

 

Since the flag came to the Smithsonian in 1907, 

about 17 pieces have been donated or bought at 

auction. The museum last acquired pieces in 2003 

Flag...Continued on Page 3 

Have a snippet of historic 'Star-Spangled Banner'? 

Smithsonian wants it 

An exhibit at the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History in Washington shows on Sept. 5, 2014, what remains of the flag that   
inspired the "Star-Spangled Banner." Years ago parts of the flag were snipped off and handed out as mementos, and the Smithsonian has been 
reacquiring some of those fragments and adding to their collection. 



Page 3 

but has no plans to try to recover them all or      

reattach them to the original flag. 

 

It's difficult to determine exactly where each piece 

came from, and the Smithsonian wants to lend 

pieces to other museums. 

 

But some are more valuable than others. The 15th 

cotton star was cut away sometime before 1873, 

and remains missing. 

 

"We'd love to have that back," said the flag's chief 

conservator Suzanne Thomassen-Krauss. "That 

one I might put back on." 

 

Key's poem propagated a misunderstanding that 

persists today, by suggesting that the garrison flag 

had withstood British cannon fire. In fact, soldiers 

hoisted the huge American flag at dawn as the 

British fleet retreated, replacing a smaller storm 

flag that had flown during the bombardment. The 

garrison flag flew at the fort for another year or so, 

until it was acquired by Fort McHenry's           

commander, Lt. Col. George Armistead. 

 

The first documented clipping was taken in 1818 

at the request of a widow to be buried with her 

husband who fought at the battle. 

 

The Star-Spangled Banner was passed down 

through Armistead's family and protected through 

the Civil War. In 1873, his daughter Georgiana 

Armistead Appleton lent it to historian George 

Preble for a lecture series across New England. 

 

Historians believe Preble made many clippings for 

friends, patriotic citizens and his own family. 

 

Some pieces turned up in Minnesota, where       

another Armistead daughter settled. Another piece 

was placed in a keystone for the Francis Scott Key 

Memorial in San Francisco's Golden Gate Park. 

Historical societies have donated fragments to the 

Smithsonian, and the U.S. Naval Academy sent a 

thumb-size piece in a gold frame. 

 

"We suspect there are more fragments that have 

just lost their history," Thomassen-Krauss said. 

"People see them, but they don't know what they 

are." 

Flag...Continued from Page 2 

A small portion of the flag that inspired the national anthem      
“Star-Spangled Banner” is seen in a display case at the          
Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History in           
Washington.  Years ago parts of the flag were snipped off and 
handed out as mementos, and the Smithsonian has been         
reacquiring some of those fragments and adding to their collection. 
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A SIMPLE WREATH AT CHRISTMASTIME 

By James Walters 

 

During my life I have been involved with many       

religious, civic, and veteran’s organizations, providing 

thousands of volunteer hours for various events and 

activities. For the previous decade, however, my     

primary passion of charitableness, other than my 

church, has involved the Wreaths Across America   

program, a non-profit group founded almost twenty-

five years ago by Morrill Worcester of the Worcester 

Wreath Company in Maine. 

 

My involvement with Wreaths Across America (WAA) 

actually began as a small boy, long before WAA or its 

parent company were founded. I have ancestors back to 

the American Revolution who donned the uniform of 

our country. They include a great grandfather who was 

in the Civil War, my father – who was 50 when I was 

born – was twice wounded in WWI, an uncle who was 

killed in the Battle of the Bulge during WWII and my 

oldest brother who was killed during the war in Korea. 

My parents often told my sister and me stories of them 

and their sacrifice. I shared their grief as we visited 

graves in rural churchyards and national cemeteries, 

often leaving floral arrangement with our prayers. My      

parents taught me many things, but most importantly, 

left me a legacy of love of God, family and country. 

Jeannie, my wife of 45 years, and I carried forth that 

tradition with our sons and are now passing the torch to 

our grandchildren through the WAA program. 

 

In 1999 I buried a good friend, who was a retired army 

officer and highly decorated, two-tour Vietnam       

helicopter pilot, at Arlington National Cemetery. Soon 

thereafter I became acquainted with the WAA program 

through newspaper articles, stories and photos on the 

internet and TV news broadcast. Jeannie and I made 

yearly donations to the program. We contracted for the 

printing of and helped distribute thousands of donation 

cards to purchase wreaths. We encouraged others to do 

the same. With the help of our sons and their families, 

and hundreds of other volunteers, there were over 

14,000 wreaths placed at four national and state     

cemeteries in Georgia and Tennessee last Christmas 

season.  The second Saturday in December is truly 

heartwarming as one looks across a cemetery to      

observe green wreaths with their red bows - as if     

sentinels were keeping watch over every headstone of 

a veteran laid to rest. 

 

Several friends, relatives and I, made a pilgrimage 

from Atlanta to Arlington National Cemetery in      

December 2009 to help with the wreath program. 

There we united with thousands of other volunteers to 

assist with the placement of 15,000 holiday wreaths on 

graves that overlook our nation’s capital. My eyes 

welled with tears as I observed all those citizens,   

gathered for a united purpose, hearing the words of a 

Gold Star Mother say that she was profoundly grateful 

and truly moved to know that fellow citizens will    

assemble each December at a cemetery to remember 

The Bugle Call Rag 
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Bailey and Matthew with Granddaddy at Marietta National  

Cemetery — December 15, 2012 . 
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the sacrifice of her son and those like him. At that   

moment, although saddened by her loss of a son, I gave 

thanks to God for the privilege of being an American. 

 

More recently though, in January 2011, Jeannie and I 

had the opportunity to acquaint our four grandchildren 

with the wreath program. A young warrior had been 

killed in Afghanistan and was to be laid to rest the   

following week at Georgia National, a few days after a 

rare but beautiful six inch snowfall. We wanted to take 

two of our grandchildren to observe how U. S. Marines 

offer a final goodbye to one of their own. Upon arrival, 

and to our  surprise, the wreaths were still reverently in 

place against the headstones from their placement a 

month earlier. Not only did the children observe the 

precision of a military funeral, they discovered the 

beauty of thousands of wreaths in the snow at a       

veterans' cemetery in the foothills of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains. A memory forever. 

 

Later that year, and again in 2012 and 2013, wreaths 

were ordered for each of our grandchildren and some 

of their friends, and Jeannie and me. Observing the rev-

erent emotion of youngsters as they paid homage to a 

veteran with a simple wreath is a powerful experience 

for anyone. And with that good deed of volunteerism, 

the children have made the world a little better place, 

and perhaps obtained some satisfaction in knowing that 

being part of something bigger than themselves is the 

best work of life. 

 

From all of us who volunteer to assist the Wreaths 

Across America program through Post 134, please 

make a tax deductible $30.00 donation for two wreaths 

to WAA/Georgia National Cemetery before the end of 

October.  Please use cemetery code:  GANCCA/

GA0023, and mail to: Wreaths Across America, P. O. 

Box 249, Columbia Falls ME 04623 or ask a Post 134 

member for a donation card. By using the Fundraising 

Group Code, for every two wreaths purchased, the 

Worcester Wreath Company will kick in a third wreath 

for free. 

(Example is for Georgia National Cemetery (Canton).  You may donate to any sponsored 

cemetery, in any state of your choosing.  Georgia has over 20 participating cemeteries). 

Donate online at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org 

CLICK►SPONSOR LOCALLY ►FIND A     

FUNDRAISING GROUP (GA0023) SEARCH 

►SEARCH RESULTS—DONATE ►ENTER GIFT 

AND PAYMENT INFO ►NEXT ►REVIEW  

►PROCESS. 

 

An amateur photographer and U. S. Navy veteran, James is a 

30 year member of the American Legion and a proud   

member of Post 134. He was a recipient of the 1991 

George Washington Honor Medal  for Community Service 

from the Freedoms Foundation, Valley Forge, Pennsylvania, 

and in 1995 received the  Georgia Municipal Association's 

“Community Leadership Award." Mr. Walters is a 1972 

graduate of Gupton-Jones College and a retired funeral  

director from A. S. Turner & Sons Funeral Home and 

Crematory in Decatur. James is currently a consultant for 

Henry Funeral Homes and Cremation Services in Lithonia 

and Social Circle. He is a volunteer at Georgia National and 

a member of its Citizen Advisory Board. Several of his   

articles regarding the wreath program have been published 

in numerous magazines and newspapers.  James and his wife 

live in nearby Snellville and have two married sons and four 

grandch i ldren .  You may contact  h im at :                  

jameswalters@reagan.com or 770-979-4556.  

 

 

WAA...Continued from Page 4 

Andrew and Abby Walters (r) with friends Maclain and Tate 

Riley at Nashville National Cemetery, December 15, 2012 



PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

COST $18.00 
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job applications. 

 

Applicants for Boys State must 

have finished their junior year in 

high school and have earned a 

3.0 grade average. Only those 

who illustrate leadership,     

character, scholarship, and    

service in their schools and  

community should be            

considered. Merit and ability are 

evaluated during the selection 

process. 

 

Our post will choose up to seven 

candidates for the Boys State 

program, which will be         

conducted next June. Interested 

candidates should contact their 

school counselor or Sam Steger 

at Post 134 to obtain additional 

information after they have   

received grades for the first term 

of their junior year. Sam Steger 

may be contacted at: 

 

samsteger@comcast.net 

 

Finally, you will find a write-up 

on Wreaths Across America on 

page 4 of this issue. Be thinking 

about a contribution to decorate 

the headstones of our honored 

dead.  

 

But, if you haven’t already, pay 

your Legion dues first. 
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