The Bugle Call Rag
The official Publication of Fulton County Post 134, Atlanta, GA

www.alpost134.org
Volume XXV, No. 7
August 2013

COMMANDER’S COLUMN
On January 13, 1945 the 10th Mountain
Ski Troops arrived in Naples, Italy and
were transported to Pisa, within sight
of the renowned Leaning Tower. My
Father- Arnold I. Wall PFC was an
infantryman in Company C, 87th
Regiment. The 15,000 troops plus
6,000 replacement troops added over
the next 5 months, were tasked with the
mission of breaking the German Army
control of the heavily fortified
Apennine Mountains in Northern Italy,
which protected the German held
agricultural area around Bologna.
They succeeded but at the cost of over
5,000 killed and wounded in action.
On January 17, 1945 four days after his
arrival in Italy, I was born thousands of
miles away in Texas. Like many
soldiers throughout history, he would
not see his first born son for months
until the German and Japanese war
machines were defeated. And like
many soldiers, when he returned he did
not speak of that brief period in his life.
Only one time in the ensuing 31 years
until he chose to end his life in 1976,

did he give my brother and I a small
glimpse into that time.
Most of what I know about that period
comes from the journals and history
compiled by the 10th Mtn Div following
WWII and archived in their training
areas of Colorado. In May 2013, I was
privileged to spend a few days with my
son, Chris, born shortly after my
father’s death, retracing the journey of
the 87th Regiment through northern
Italy. We drove in three days the route
that required 90 days of intense,
dangerous
combat
through
the
mountains, the Po Valley, crossing the
Po River, and on into the foothills of
the Alps in the Lake Garde area.
The combat they encountered was
bloody, marked by heavy German
artillery fire and occasional direct hand
to hand combat. The risks of death or
injury were high and always present for
90 days of combat until the German
Army in Italy surrendered May 2, 1945.
To my knowledge, my father was not
wounded during that time. He received
a citation for setting up his machine gun
to draw fire, protecting and enabling his
company to take a German position,
thereby saving casualties.
I write this article as a son who takes
great pride in the sacrifices my father
made in WWII. I wish that today, 68
years later, I could speak to my father
and learn more about those heroic and
horrific events that shaped his life so
profoundly.
Post 134 is filled with heroes who made
the difference in the course of the
United States over the last century.
I urge each of you to take the
opportunity to pass on your stories to
your sons, daughters and grandchildren
now. They will be forever grateful.
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DOWNHILL TO MEDIOCRITY—AND BEYOND
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus
Editor’s Note: We continue to celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of the BCR with Vic’s 2nd Place editorial at
the 1994 National American Legion Convention.

The year is racing out on us. There is no control on
that; in fact, we usually celebrate the end of that race
and welcome the new one. Tradition, you know.
There’s another race we’d like to see end. Since the
60’s we have been in a dizzying race away from
what generally marked us as a nation given the hard
work, respect for law, respect for authority,
adherence to moral and ethical standards, and trust
in our institutions.
Through the rocketing decades, the gray beards
among us gasped at changes that baffled: men with
long hair, men wearing earrings, women cussing in
public like old salts, pot-smoking in defiance of law,
professional people dressing like slobs, TV talk
shows featuring the dregs of society, movies edging
into pornography, clergymen scandalizing their
flocks, banks falling like dominoes, aberrant sexual
behavior flaunted as a life style, homeless-by-choice
clogging the sidewalks, and, worst of all,
government for the people turning into government
for special groups.
How did all these, and worse, come about?
Sociologist will choke you with heart-tugging
theories, but basically you can look at the insidious
something that has been taking place for years in
our colleges and universities.
The “flower
children” particularly, sopped up the pap fed to them
by professors who used their classrooms as a
platform to sell their warped ideas of what our
society should be. It was in these “seats of higher
learning” that the young discovered that protest
outweighed productivity, that rights were not
necessarily coupled with obligations, that opinion
had to be loud and shocking, that our country was
wrong in whatever it tried to do.

These “flower children” grew in surliness and
selfishness before God and man and became the new
generation of liberal professors, greedy wheelerdealers, demagogic critics of society, and shifty-eyed
politicians looking for special interests to ride into
seats of power.
As this breed flourished and forced changes upon
this land, we became, as the Brit. parent recently
labeled us, “a sick country.”
It is difficult for us gray beards to admit it, but we
are ill. We have been racing downhill to long. We
are gasping and heaving. We have lost control.
What makes it so difficult for us to understand is that
we struggle through the Great Depression, often
without food, certainly without jobs. We went off to
war generally without complaint, most often with
eagerness. We endured through a lifetime of doing
without, working toward simple goals of security
and enjoyment of the fruits of our struggle in a land
whose heritage we had embraced lovingly.
And just when the attainment seemed with reach,
within the shadows of our autumn years, our world
has become vicious. Special interest groups crowd
us out of the traffic. Crime keeps us prisoners in our
own homes and neighborhoods. What we have
earned through hard work has to be surrendered in
ever increasing amounts to care for those who refuse
to work. We watch in amazement as liberal
Congress people impoverish our nation while they
send billions to bolster other nations. And, shamefully, we are forced into silence lest we be labeled
“politically incorrect” by The Thought Police.
It’s sad to watch, this downhill race. That Tojo and
Hitler and Stalin and his ilk could not do, our own
people are doing: shoving us downhill to mediocrity
and beyond.
DOWNHILL TO MEDIOCRITY...Continued on Page 5
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NOW HEAR THIS: NAVY ABANDONS ALL CAPS
Official Communications, Long Written Large, Can Use
Mixed Case; No Shouting
By Julian E. Barnes, The Wall Street Journal
MESSAGES SENT WITHIN THE U.S. NAVY NO
LONGER HAVE TO BE WRITTEN OUT IN ALL
CAPITAL LETTERS.
Since the 19th century, all official Navy communications
have been written that way, a legacy of primitive
technology combined with the service's love of tradition.

of young sailors.

But in the modern age, young sailors more accustomed to

"If an ancillary benefit is that sailors reading message

texting on their phones consider TYPING IN ALL CAPS

traffic no longer feel they're being screamed at that is a

akin to shouting. Typographers, meanwhile, have long

good thing too," said a Navy official. The official insisted

maintained that all-caps text is hard on the eyes.

the move was not an example of the service going soft.

So the Navy, amid a modernization of its communications

Vice Adm. Herbert F. Leary wrote in June 1942 to Adm.

system, decided it would make its official messages more

Chester Nimitz after the latter's victory at the Battle of

readable—and potentially less rude.

Midway: "ALL HANDS HERE WATCH GRAND

In an April order delivered in all capital letters, U.S. Fleet
Cyber Command announced sailors were "AUTHORIZED
TO USE STANDARD, MIXED-CASE CHARACTERS
IN THE BODY OF NAVY ORGANIZATIONAL
MESSAGES."
It noted, however, that sailors shouldn't go crazy. Standard
mixed-case sentences were only appropriate for the body
of the text.
"RECOMMEND CONTINUE TO USE UPPER CASE
IN LINES BEFORE REMARKS," the order said.
Because of legacy systems that use the old all-caps
Teletype language, the Navy could only make the shift
after adopting a new messaging system it is moving to this
year. The system has the added benefit of using fewer
computer servers and costing $15 million less a year to
operate.
The Navy was not unconcerned about the tender feelings

SHOW NEAR MIDWAY AND SEND ADMIRING
BEST WISHES AND

CONGRATULATIONS X

KEEP EM SINKING." It might not have looked as jubilant if Adm. Leary had written instead, "keep em sinking."
The Navy acknowledges not everyone is happy with the
change. "Some of the fleets were stuck in their ways and
really wanted to keep the all-caps," said James McCarty,
the Naval messaging program manager at Fleet Cyber
command. "But it was inevitable. It had to happen."
Some senior officers believe once the ALL CAPS
disappear, any number of strange characters might enter
Navy orders, such as @, % or even—gasp—emoticons.
Mr. McCarty says he doesn't think emoticons will appear
in official Navy communications. "Someone could put a
smiley face or a heart in there. It may very well happen,"
he said. "But it would be the last thing that person ever
does."
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NAVY MESSAGES...Continued from Page 3

Early Teletypes of all kinds had limited numbers of
characters and as a result did not use lowercase letters. Into
the early 1990s, Dow Jones Newswires, the news service

1998, officials said. Indeed any memo, order or directive
from before 1998 screams out in all caps. Other services
and the North Atlantic Treaty Organization still use capital
letters for military orders and fragmentary orders.

of the publisher of The Wall Street Journal, was still

Some officers say keeping official communications in all

sending some dispatches in all capital letters. Today, the

caps conveyed a sense of urgency important in military

Associated Press style guide sternly admonishes news

orders. But typographical experts say that writing in all

writers to avoid writing in all capital letters. So, too, do

caps is not actually the best way to get your point across.

editors on Wikipedia, who are commanded to render
all-caps headlines from past issues of newspapers, such as
"WAR BEGINS TODAY," in standard sentence case.

"Having long stretches of text in all caps is hard on the
eye," said Alexander Tochilovfky, an adjunct professor
specializing in the history of typography at Cooper Union

A number of Army officers say they hope their service

in New York. "Our brains are trained to recognize a mix of

will take a cue from the Navy and abandon all caps orders.

caps and lowercase."

"There is nothing worse than trying to read crap in all

Mixed-case letters, Mr. Tochilovfky said, offer easy

caps," said an Army officer. "I don't know why after we

"anchors" for readers. Street signs, he noted, are gradually

stopped using Teletype machines someone didn't say we

moving from all capital letters to a mix of upper and

should stop writing in all caps."

lowercase.

All Pentagon official communications used all-caps until

The Navy's change was first reported in the Navy Times

A Teletype radio plane set used to receive typewritten radio
messages from Naval airplanes, shown in 1922.
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all caps, you lose that nuance.
The Navy League of the United States, a Navy lobby
group, thinks the change to mixed-case lettering is a
"CAPITAL" idea, wrote Kevin Traver, vice president and
a former Marine.
LCDR (that is still the Navy style, ALL-CAPS, for
Lieutenant Commander) John Salvato, a pediatrician at
Portsmouth Naval Base, welcomed the Navy's decision to
join the ranks of the lowercased.

Teletype Machine
newspaper.

"It has always been hard to decipher what was important
information from what was just extra protocol jargon," he
said. "It will certainly make interpreting and reviewing my

Some retired officers think changing messages to adapt to

orders easier to understand."

the tastes of a younger generation is a slippery slope that
could lead to disaster. Or Twitter.

But not everywhere in the Navy, just yet: A handful of old
Navy messaging terminals can't handle messages written

"My initial reaction was OMG, what are we doing?" said

in both cases. These old machines use a protocol called

retired Rear Adm. John Hutson. "I am sure it would

RIXT, or Remote Information Exchange Terminal and the

benefit the younger sailors if all the orders were issued at

Navy will begin replacing the last of these machines this

140 characters in length."

year.

Still, Adm. Hutson said on reflection he thinks the change
makes sense, because sometimes whether something is or

That means—at least in some messages—the Navy will
continue shouting through 2015.

is not capitalized is important, and if you have to write in

DOWNHILL TO MEDIOCRITY...Continued from Page 2

Is there an end to this Pell-Mell? Hopefully. We
gray beards may not witness it, but perhaps what we
leave as a legacy may attract another generation to an
upward climb to decency.
Maybe that generation will find the guts in Lincoln’s
warning: “You cannot build character and courage
by taking away man’s initiative and independence.”

The American Legion year is July 1st through June
30th. Every member's annual dues are due on July
1st. So, your DUES ARE DUE!!! Renewal online
is the preferred method. Go to our post website and
click on “Renew Online” and follow the directions,
or
Please send a check for $45 (or any amount above
your dues if you want to offset printing cost of the
Bugle Call Rag newsletter) to:
American Legion Post 134
P.O. Box 8086
Atlanta GA 31106-0086

www.alpost134.org
Arnold Wall - Commander
arcosign10@yahoo.com
678-530-0588
Michael Derrico - SVC
dragon717@bellsouth.net 404-508-0012

AUGUST SPEAKER

Dr. Sam Holliday, Col (Ret) USA

John Ottley, Jr. - JVC
jkottley2@gmail.com
770-410-1100
George Hooten
Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS OF THIS
NEWSLETTER
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(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride)

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
LUNCH 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
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