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A NAME TO REMEMBER
We are bombarded almost daily with
news stories of young people getting in
trouble with the law in seemingly
endless ways. One could believe this
entire generation of young folks is a
lost generation. Not true, of course, so
it is important to pass along stories of
young people who do well: young
people who will lead our country in
positive ways. Here is one.
Austin Broughton spoke at one of our
meetings last year. He is a 17 year old
senior at Chamblee High School . You
may remember that as a junior, he won
our Post Oratorical Contest.
He
competed in the District contest that
year, but did not place. He could have
quit, but he is not a quitter. This year
Austin again won the Post contest, then
won the District contest and came
within an eyelash of winning the Area
contest.
Charlie Shepherd is the man who
roamed the halls of Chamblee High
School looking for prospects. Charlie
graduated from Chamblee just a few
years ago. Luckily management at the
school had changed so he didn’t get
thrown out, but he did end up in the
principal’s office once again. After
explaining his purpose, the principal,
Rochelle Lowery knew exactly who
would fit the bill. Her words “I am so
very proud of Austin !!! He is an
outstanding young man who is driven
to accomplish the goal (s) he set out to
accomplish. He is well respected and
liked by his peers and teachers alike.”
Pretty heady stuff.
The goals he is setting for himself is
also pretty heady stuff. He will enter

Georgia State in the fall to begin a
degree in Political Science, followed
by a degree in Law, topped off with a
PhD in Economics. At his age I wasn’t
even sure where to hang my hat and
coat.
Asked for his comments Austin said, “I
appreciate the support of Post 134 in
sponsoring me in the Oratorical
Contest, and I will appreciate again
your support when I run for President
in 2036.”
Perhaps 2036 is too distant for some of
us, but it is quite possible we may one
day read about him and REMEMBER
AUSTIN BROUGHTON.

Senior Vice Commander Wall congratulates
Austin after his win at the American Legion 5th
District Oratorical Competition. Austin placed
1st out of 10 competitors, before moving on to
the Department’s Area Contest.
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The Executive Committee
has debated several months
on how we can get more
members involved with our
post meetings. Many cannot
attend a noon luncheon due
to work conflict. Others
cannot come in the evening
due to daylight driving
restrictions.
The answer
was an evening meeting
before sunset, during the
longest day of the year. So
please take notice that we’ll
meet at Petite Auberge at
6:00 PM prompt, on June 13,
2013. Sunset occurs at 8:49
PM, so we hope to have a
bigger turnout at this
particular meeting.

Todd
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10th annual festival celebrates The Greatest Generation
Buckley, CAF Dixie Wing leader. The event draws
enthusiasts to Peachtree City from throughout the
southeast.
Why turn a flying museum into a living history
classroom?
“Our goal is to honor the Greatest
Generation, the men and women who won the Second
World War.” explained Buckley, who also flies several of
the group’s aircraft.
Weekend highlights include an opening ceremony
recognizing World War II veterans and “Keep ‘em
Flying”, a 1940’s-theme hangar dance fundraiser.
Proceeds from the dance offset the cost of WWII
Heritage Days, aircraft preservation and “Education
Through Living History”, the group’s WWII history
program made available to schools and youth groups free
of charge.
Sunday morning will begin with a jeep-top religious
service familiar to millions of American servicemen
during and since the Second World War.

Experience the sights and sounds of the Greatest
Generation when the Commemorative Air Force (CAF)
Dixie Wing hosts the tenth annual “WWII Heritage
Days” April 27-28, 2013. The history festival will be
held at The Historical Airpower Facility, Atlanta
Regional Airport-Falcon Field, Peachtree City from
9am-4pm both days.
The weekend will again feature vintage aircraft, period
vehicles, guest speakers, education displays and
demonstrations by reenactors portraying Allied and Axis
troops and activities for school age kids. Local actors and
singers from Twilight Theatre will impersonate 1940’s
celebrities and perform musical hits from the era
throughout the weekend.
Bruce Gamble, author of SWASHBUCKLERS AND
BLACK SHEEP: A Pictorial History of Marine Fighting
Squadron 214 in World War II, will lead a panel discussion featuring two pilots from the famous squadron, while
award-winning aviation artist Marc Stewart will be
displaying several of his WWII-theme prints.
“WWII Heritage Days is a community celebration that
will entertain and educate the entire family.” said Jim

Organizations scheduled to attend include the Atlanta
History Center, U.S. Army Signal Corps Museum,
Marietta Museum of History, Kennesaw State
University’s Museum of History & Holocaust Education,
1st Infantry Division (reenacted), Five-oh-First, 134th
IR134 "Hoch und Deutschmeister" and Kelly’s Zeroes.
Local civic organizations and schools are also invited to
create and display 1940’s exhibits.
WWII Heritage Days is an annual program that promotes
education and patriotism. The CAF Dixie Wing is a
non-profit education organization that relies on
fundraisers and donations to restore WWII aircraft and
teach WWII history.
Suggested donation for “WWII Heritage Days” is $5,
Children 5 and under free. “WWII Heritage Days” will
be held rain or shine. Please no pets. Tickets for “Keep
‘em Flying” are $50 before April 22nd, $60 at the
door. Reserved tables and group discounts available. For
more information, please visit www.wwiidays.org or call
678-364-1110.
The Commemorative Air Force is a non-profit organization dedicated to flying and restoring WWII
aircraft. Based in Midland, Texas, the organization has
over 9,500 members and operates a fleet of over 150
WW II aircraft. www.commemorativeairforce.org
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On Saturday, 20 April 2013, the 3rd Annual Fishing for Freedom (F4F) event for military Wounded Warriors and
Gold Star Family Members (those mothers, fathers and spouses who lost a military son, daughter or spouse) will be
taking place at Lake Ramona, Hiram, GA. Please advise the American Legion members below if you or your
company are interested in helping to sponsor this event with either cash donations, gift certificates, items to give
away, supplies or breakfast/lunch items. There are never enough sponsors that are ready and willing to support our
deserving veterans and families.
Fishing for Freedom proudly honors the wounded veterans and gold star families of the current wars by taking them
out for a day of fishing. Participants will enjoy spending quality time with their family members in the hospitality and
tranquility offered at this awesome site. During last year's event 10 fishing boats were available to transport the
attendees around the lake area. This was an all day event and the costs exceeded $8,500.
If you need additional information, please call me at 404-964-9340 or email - larry.robert@vitas.com; my alternate is
Carlis Baker at 678-699-1854, email - carlisbaker@gmail.com. If you decide to become a financial sponsor, mail
checks payable to American Legion, for: F4F; address: American Legion c/o Bob Proctor, 4850 Mockingbird Lane,
Douglasville, GA 30135.
Help us make this year's F4F an event to remember.
The sacrifices our Wounded Warriors and Gold Star family members have endured make this a worthy cause!

FORMER COMMANDER
RECEIVES LEGION AWARD
Hap Chandler presents Jack Fairchild with a
60 Years Of Continuous American Legion
Service Certificate, signed by National
Commander, James E. Koutz.

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS
Isaiah Banks—Navy
John Ottley, Jr.—Army

Jack served as Post 134 Commander from
1993-1994, and we would like to recognize
his longtime service and support to the
ideals, principles, and programs of the
American Legion. Surpassing this milestone
in The American Legion exemplifies the
endurance of Jack, and of our organization.
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Never FORGOTTEN
“Faith of My Fathers.” “Thousands of people turned out,
many of them wearing bracelets that bore our names, to
cheer us as we disembarked the plane.”
A friend who Coffee knew from Sanford, FL., where he had
been stationed before he deployed and then was living in
Makaha, was among the well-wishers when he arrived in
Hawaii.
“She was calling out my name, and she’d say, ‘It’s Maggie!
It’s Maggie!’ and I asked one of the military guys on duty if
I could get (her) back into the same place where we were
taken, and it was, ‘No problem.’ I mean, I could have asked
for the moon and they’d have given it to me,” Coffee said.

40 years ago this month, the last of our prisoners of
war are welcomed home from Vietnam.
By William Cole, Honolulu Star-Advertiser

On Feb. 12, 1973, Coffee was among the first groups of
POWs to take off from Hanoi in C-141 Starlifter transport
jets to make the journey home.
The Paris Peace Accords of 1973 included the exchange of
prisoners of war.

They were dark days for the Americans who fought in the
Vietnam War and were captured by the enemy.

According to the Air Force, Operation Homecoming
returned 591 POWs: 325 Air Force personnel, 77 Army,
138 Navy, 26 Marines and 25 civilians.

Former Navy pilot Jerry Coffee, who lives in Aiea Heights,
was held for seven years at the infamous “Hanoi Hilton”
prison in North Vietnam, using a “tap code” on the cell
walls to communicate with fellow Americans.

In addition, 69 POWs held in South Vietnam by the Viet
Cong, mostly Army and civilians, left from Loc Ninh as
part of a North Vietnam-South Vietnam prisoner exchange,
the Pentagon said.

U.S. Sen. John McCain, who became a cellmate of
Coffee’s, broke his left arm, his right arm in three places
and his right knee when his jet was shot down.

Nine other POWs were released from Laos and three from
China, officials said.

The Arizona resident was then smashed with a rifle butt and
stabbed with a bayonet in his ankle and groin by his captors.
That all changed 40 years ago at Hickam Air Force Base.
Coffee and McCain — and 589 other POWs — returned to
American soil in Hawaii on a series of flights between
February and April 1973, during what was known as
“Operation Homecoming.”
For some, it was a fuel and rest stop on the route home that
took the POWs from Hanoi to Clark Air Base in the
Philippines, Hickam, and Travis Air Force Base in
California. For others, it was home. For all, it was America.
“I got down on my knees and kissed the ground. It was a
very emotional time,” said Coffee, now 78. Others did, too.
Hundreds were there at Hickam with signs, applause and lei
welcoming the service members home.
“The people were just lining the fence line and shouting at
us,” Coffee said.
McCain also was touched by the show of support.
“We were all astonished at the reception we received first at
Clark and later when we stopped at Hickam Air Force Base
in Hawaii en route to our homes,” McCain said in his book,

In February 1966, while on a photo reconnaissance mission
near Cap Bouton, North Vietnam, Coffee’s RA-5C
reconnaissance jet was shot down by anti-aircraft fire and
he was captured.
He was held for the next seven years at Hoa Lo Prison,
nicknamed the “Hanoi Hilton,” which had plenty of low
moments but also showed the resiliency of the human spirit.
The retired Navy captain said there came a turning point
during his incarceration where he realized, “I’ve got to
make this time count for something positive. Show me,
God. My prayers went from, ‘Why me?’ to, ‘Show me God,
show me what I’m supposed to do with this.’”
From that time on, his goal was to “maximize the positive
benefits” that could be drawn from his imprisonment, he
said.
Using the tap code for the alphabet, Coffee said the POWs
taught each other anything they had to share, including
engineering, art history and other languages.
“I learned so much French through the walls that when I
went to (the University of California, Berkeley), they gave
me two years (of credits) for the French that I had learned
through the walls in Hanoi,” he said.

Volume XXV, No. 3

Reprinted from: The Dispatch (CAF)
By: Keegan Chetwynd
Those who have served their country, particularly in
wars overseas, will likely agree that receiving the
mail has an obvious effect on morale. The Annual
Report to the Postmaster General in 1942 stated that
“frequent and rapid communication with parents,
associates, and other loved ones strengthens fortitude,
enlivens patriotism, makes loneliness endurable, and
inspires to even greater devotion the men and women
who are carrying on our fight far from home and
friends. We know that the good effect of expeditious
mail service on those of us at home is
immeasurable.”
In fact, throughout history, battlefield commanders
and strategic planners have always understood the
value of news from home, and in many cases, have
utilized massive amounts of resources to see that mail
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is delivered in an expedient fashion.
Perhaps no postage system exemplifies this
concept better than the Victory Mail system
that was established during World War II for
the benefit of American soldiers fighting in the
first modern global conflict.
V-mail, as it was more commonly known, was
actually the products of efforts by the Postal
Service and War Department to decrease the
size and bulk of mail shipments, and it was
modeled on a system developed earlier in the
1930s by the Eastman Kodak Company for the
microphotography and mass reproduction of
banking records.
The piece of equipment that Kodak had
developed was known as the Recordak
machine, and it accepted a stack of papers,
usually about 8 inches by 11 inches, and
proceeded to feed them, in sequence through a
small chamber, where each sheet was exposed
to a bright light through a thin opening, thereby
exposing a piece of 16mm film that was
synchronized with the feeding system. This
retained an image of the paper on the tiny piece
of film. Kodak’s real breakthrough had been in
achieving a way to synchronize the progression
of the film reel with the document feeding
mechanism.
Although the U.S. post office had maintained a
keen interest in this technology in the pre-war
years, as its potentially ameliorating effect on
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the expected logistical nightmare of
“emergency” postage, the British would
actually be the first to put into practice in
wartime.
In 1941, the British established the “Airgraph
Service” to allow families to communicate with
soldiers fighting as a part of the “Middle East
Force.” As V-Mail later would, the British
relied on Kodak to shrink the letters bound for
Egypt onto a film that could subsequently be
dispatched to Cairo aboard an aircraft. Once
the film arrived in Egypt, it would be enlarged
and developed, and subsequently delivered to
the soldiers fighting near the frontlines.
Not only did this have the desired effect of
reducing the volume of mail occupying vital
space on scarce transport ships, it also caused a
50 percent reduction in the number of days it
took—from more than 40 days to fewer than
20—for soldiers to receive mail, which delighted the soldiers and the civilians at home alike.
The U.S. War Department entered a contract
with the Eastman Kodak Company on May 8,
142, to use the Recordak machines for the new
V-mail System. Kodak was also enlisted to
coordinate the photographic operations in the
continental U.S., whereas the V-mail stations
established
overseas
would
be
the
responsibility of the military, which also would
use the Recordak machine, whose straightforward, compact design (the size of modern
photocopier) was much appreciated in theater.
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The V-mail system ran for 41 months, and during
that time, it was known to the troops as “Tiny Mail”
or even “Funny Mail” because the enlargements
produced by the American system were substantially
smaller than the originals, with each print being
one-fourth its original size.
V-mail required the use of standardized stationary,
and special V-mail sheets were widely available.
The sheet also functioned as its own envelope, when
strategically folded along the correct lines. The
space in which the sender was to write was clearly
outlined. Once the letter was written, and the sheet
was folded into an envelope, it was ready to
be mailed. Only civilians were required to add
postage because a March 27, 1942, Act of Congress
had granted servicemen the privilege of sending mail
for free.
V-mail was launched with a massive advertising
campaign on June 15, 1942. By April 1, 1945, 556
million pieces of V-mail had been sent to the various
theaters around the world, and 510 million pieces
had been sent back to the United States. A survey
during the war by the U.S. Postal Service indicated
that 11.5 million soldiers were sending an average of
six pieces of mail each week. The Office of War
Information also compiled a series of interesting
statistics indicating that in its first two years; almost
5 million pounds of cargo had been saved on board
convoy ships by the advent of V-mail. Placed in
terms that a soldier might understand, the
represented 496,428 M1 Garand rifles, or 1.3 million
units of blood plasma, or perhaps most interestingly,
2.3 million K-Rations.
Despite these statistics, the majority of Americans
still preferred the regular First-Class mail system,
with V-mail generally making up only about 12 percent of the mail being sent overseas. Each piece of V
-mail also featured a “delivery guarantee.” Because
the original written copies of each letter were
retained, the loss of an aircraft carrying the
microfilm did not mean the loss of the letter, and the
military would ensure that new duplications were
made so that a delivery could be attempted again.
Once each delivery had been confirmed, the original
was destroyed to cut down on space.
The Post Office was responsible for collecting the
V-mail as though it were regular post. When it
arrived at a mail sorting station, it was extracted,
sorted into Army or Navy categories, and
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subsequently dispatched to the facility where Kodak
was transferring the images to film for dispatch by
military.
Censoring of the letters would take place once they
were placed in the care of the military, as it was
customary for the military to handle the censorship
of all items transitioning through the military post
offices.
One of V-mail’s major complaints was the inability
to attach content to the letter, as it would be lost
during the microfilming process. Pictures,
newspaper articles and other articles only jammed
the various machines.
In 1943, the War Department decided to allow photographs in V-mail, though only if they were of
“infants born after a soldier departed for overseas or
those under 1 year of age.” It was also known that
the mother could be included, and the photograph
had to be small enough that it would not be creased
when it was included in the folded V-mail envelope.
Despite the obvious pros and cons of V-mail, the
Department of Defense has never since resorted to
microfilming letters. Even though most World War
II technology returned for an encore in the Korean
War, V-mail was absent. An official Army report
following the end of the program is known to have
outlined many of the perceived failings of the
system. However, it did go on to say that the
“V-mail service did to a large degree achieve the
purposes for which it was inaugurated. It evidenced
remarkable cooperation between the War, Navy, and
Post Office Departments.”

- 150,000 ordinary letters weighed 2,575 pounds and required 37
mail sacks.
- 150,00 V-mail letters on official stationary weighed 1,500 pounds,
requiring 22 mail sacks.
- 150,000 microfilmed V-mail letters weighed 45 pounds and
required just one mail sack.
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