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Commander’s Column
Bcr cd SALES—-25TH ANNIV.
Our post is celebrating the Silver Jubilee
of the Bugle Call Rag ,with a CD-ROM
disk that holds the complete set of every
edition of the newsletter. Available at
the post meetings from Bryant Roland,
or via mail (same price). Send mail
request to:
March 15th is the designated birthday of
The American Legion. On that date in
1919, the first American Legion caucus,
held by members of the American
Expeditionary Force, convened in Paris.
Much as the birthday of the United
States is celebrated on July 4th—for the
date in 1776 when patriots declared the
independence of the British colonies and
the spirit of America was born—
March 15th is the date when the
American Legion came to life.

SPRING CONFERENCE
March 22-24, 2013 will be the
Department Spring Conference in
Marietta, GA. Most Legionnaires travel
from afar to attend, yet we live so close
that the conference usually turns into a
day trip on Friday afternoon only, for
our post attendees. For the many that
receive the BCR via e-mail, there is an
attachment
with
the
conference
schedule and registration.
The
conference is free if you’re only
attending the afternoon workshops. Just
show up and get smart on subjects such
as Scouting, School Awards, Boys State,
VA/Rehab, Oratorical, and POW/MIA,
to name a few. For those in our post
that only receive the BCR via hardcopy,
please call me, and I’ll mail you a
schedule of events. Let’s have a good
showing from our post.

Todd Copley
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47 Pritchett Lane
Powder Springs, GA 30127
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American Legion Post 134
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Fishing for freedom
The Mighty 5th District of Georgia is
hosting their annual Fishing For
Freedom event on April 20th. $50.00
provides all fishing tackle for the
Wounded Warriors & Gold Star
Mothers, plus food, and drinks for the
day. They still need a minimum of 100
sponsors! We are scheduled to have 150
in attendance. (More info in April BCR).

Happy Birthday as the
4/5
Legion celebrates 93 years
of camaraderie
Post Meeting Info

6

25 years of the BCR
now available on
CD-ROM

Contact Larry Robert (404) 964-9340
larry.robert@vitas.com

Oratorical update
Austin Broughton moved on to the
district competition and won 1st Place.
He now will compete at the area finals,
which is Dist. 4, 5, & 7 combined. If he
wins that competition, he will move on
to the Department final. Good Luck !!!

$ 10.00 for (1)
$ 5.00 each additional disk
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Post 134 travel tales

By—Ramon Garcia
Sometime ago, Past Commander Hap Chandler
made a comment to the Post that if anyone ever
had the opportunity to visit Post 43 in Hollywood,
California, they should do so.
His words
remained with me over the years.
Over that period of time, my business travels
called for me to be in the Los Angeles area many
times. Each time, I would drive by the Post,
would call (only to get an answering device).
Obviously, the times I was in the area were times
that the Post was not opened. However, just
seeing the Post building only strengthened the
urge to follow up on Hap’s suggestion.
It so happened that I had to attend a meeting in
Los Angeles in early January. As my wife was
going out a few days early, I thought “now’s the
chance to try to see Post 43.” I called, and as fate
would have it, the phone was answered by Terry
Duffy, the Post Adjutant/Finance Officer. I
explained to him my saga of attempting to get a
tour or the building. He asked if we were going
to be in town New Year’s Eve, and if we had
plans for the evening. I told him we’d be in town
that evening with no plans. He said “Great,
you’re coming to our party; although it is
oversold, you’re coming”!
I got a real “eye roll” from my wife, Brenda,
when I told her the plan. “The American Legion,
for New Year’s Eve?” she said. I made that
timeless “Husband to Wife” comment, “Trust me;
we’ll have a great time.” Though still not totally
convinced, she went along with the plan.
We arrived at the Post at 7:00 pm for the cocktail
party; walked in not knowing a soul, except for

the Adjutant, Terry Duffy who we had just met.
Within 30 minutes, we felt as though we had
become acquainted with about half of the
approximate 300 attendees. What a group, from
WWII to Desert Storm Veterans, we were
welcomed and made to feel as though we had
known them for quite some time.
The Art Deco style building was built in 1929, as
their Post home. It is a truly spectacular structure,
housing a museum of artifacts from various
conflicts donated by members. They have a
spacious auditorium, numerous meeting rooms,
and a terrific large scale bar. The story was told
that many “Hollywood Notables” (including
Clark Gable and Humphrey Bogart) were known
to frequent the bar to escape the Press.
Our thanks remain with Terry and the Post 43
Members for their kind hospitality.
The story could go on and on. To wrap it up, I
want to again thank Hap for his suggestion.
Having finally witnessed it ourselves, we totally
agree and join him in urging all who have the
opportunity to visit Hollywood Post 43 to take
time to do so!
I would like to suggest to each Post 134 member
that as you travel, take time to visit another Post
in the area(s) of your travels. I am sure that there
are other Posts that have wonderful Post Homes,
such as Hollywood. Though this may be the case,
we as members of ATL Fulton County Post 134
should remain proud and thankful for our beloved
Post.
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2012-2013—THE YEAR OF THE KOREAN WAR VETERAN
It was the turning point of the Cold War and the beginning
of the end for Soviet Communism. The Korean War was
one of the most important events of the Twentieth Century
because, for the first time, force was used to contain
communism. Our mission is to raise awareness of the
anniversary, not just among the American people, but also
among the Korean War veterans themselves, many of
whom are unaware of the commemorations in their honor,
including a Senate Resolution designating 2012-2013 as
the “Year of the Korean War Veteran.”
Perhaps, not since the 50th Anniv. Commemoration in
2000, or the dedication of the Korean War Memorial, will
such a large number of Korean War veterans, Korea
Service veterans, and their families, gather to
commemorate the “Forgotten Victory” of the Korean War.
Estimates range that from ten to fifteen thousand veterans
and their families will converge in the Washington, DC
metropolitan area. The Department of Defense (DoD) 60th
Anniversary Commemoration Committee (DoDKOR60)
SERVICE BEFORE SELF
By Larry Robert—Post 134 Service Officer
One of my most rewarding times I’ve had as a Navy
Chaplain was when I served at the United States Coast
Guard Training Center in Cape May, New Jersey. This is
the only Coast Guard recruit training center in the United
States. I reported for duty on Monday, September 10,
2001. On Tuesday, September 11, the world was forever
changed with the terrorists’ attacks that were committed
on that day. The news was particularly hard for me since I
am from New York City. One of my favorite childhood
memories was when my twin brother and I ventured alone
from my grandmother’s apartment in Upper Manhattan to
visit the World Trade Center by ourselves – a feat not
many 8 year olds get away with doing these days.
What was supposed to be a two week AT ended up being a
month of extended orders while my replacement remained
in New York to offer his support to those in need. The
anxiety I felt about the future was eventually tapered by
my work with the recruits. I had gained a sense of purpose
and meaning as I helped these young men and woman
make sense of this new world we all lived in. My calendar
was filled every day with appointments from recruits who
struggled to make sense of their own individuality,
purpose, faith and soon to be Coast Guard careers. Many
more struggled with the rigors of “boot camp” and
exclaimed an inability to go on any further. My response
was the same in all of these cases – “There’s no going
back or leaving. Let’s focus on the task at hand and
nothing else. We must go forward together and not look
beyond our next chow – from chow to chow is our mission!” This appeared to have helped and I was asked to

has been working diligently for the past three years to
make this 60th anniversary observance an event to
remember.
Commemoration Registration Details:
KWVA: The Graybeards, national publication of the
Korean War Veterans Association. http://www.kwva.org/
Sheraton Pentagon City Hotel: (formerly the Sheraton
National Hotel), 900 Orme Street, Arlington, VA, 22204,
703-521-1900. (Ask for the KWVA convention discount
rate)
Event Registration Contractor: Armed Forces Reunions,
Inc. Register on-line at: www.afr-reg/kwva2013 or call
757-625-6401.
DoD 60th Anniv. of the Korean War Commemoration
Committee:
http://www.http/koreanwar.defense.gov.
deliver their graduation speech entitled – “From Chow to
Chow.”
In my present work as a chaplain for VITAS Hospice, I
find myself offering the same kind of advice. However,
the recruits are now veterans who also need the assurances
of a different kind. Thus explains my position as a Veteran Liaison for the largest hospice care provider in the
country. It’s estimated that 1 in 4 patients on hospice care
are veterans. It’s my job and passion to make sure these
veterans know they are appreciated. As an Accredited
Claims Agent with the Department of Veterans Affairs, I
also assist them with obtaining their benefits and help
family members with compensation claims. Veterans that
are facing illness and death require special attention. They
need to know they are forgiven, loved and that their
sacrifices will never be forgotten. Veterans also need the
assurance that WE will carry on the work they begun – the
work of preserving freedom! It’s been said that “the
soldiers of yesterday are the peacemakers of today.” What
an understatement! What also appears important to a lot of
veterans facing death is the promise that we will not enter
into war lightly. For they know all too well about the scars
that come from such actions. I would have to say this is
my biggest challenge at times – helping our veterans
confront and deal with the scars of war so they can finally
be at peace with themselves and the world.
The work I do with veterans should not begin when
they’re ill or facing life threatening illnesses. It needs to
begin when they enlist as new recruits and it’s not only the
job of the chaplain – it’s the job of every person who is an
American! It is for this reason I’m a Legionnaire. It’s for
this reason I’m proud to be a chaplain serving our
veterans, service members and their families.
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American Legion turns 93
From-American Legion HQ—Public Relations

There is a memorable scene at the end of "Saving
Private Ryan," in which a dying Captain Miller tells
Private Ryan to, quote – Earn this – unquote.
It was his way of reminding the private that heroic
men had given their lives for him and that he owed it
to them to live a good and moral life.
In a sense, that is exactly what The American Legion
is asking all of us to do. For we all owe an enormous
debt to the fallen men and women who died
defending this great country.
This debt was very much on the minds of The
American Legion founders when they gathered in
Paris just a few months after the end of World War I.
They did not form the organization out of
self-interest.
They did it to serve their comrades, their communities
and their country.
The bedrock of their existence would revolve around
four pillars – a strong national defense, Americanism,
support for veterans and mentoring our youth.
Today, The American Legion doesn’t just recite these
pillars. We live them.
For instance, The American Legion is on the record
as strongly opposing military cuts that would
compromise our security and add additional burdens
to our already overworked fighting force.
We believe that the best way to attract young men and
women to the military is to award pay and benefits
that reflect their outstanding service and sacrifice.
Moreover, we believe it is equally important to take
care of the families of those who serve in uniform –
for they too are carrying an enormous burden, which
often includes frequent moves, long separations and
the worry that their loved one may never return home.
We have a moral obligation to the young people
whose parents have made the ultimate sacrifice
during the war on terrorism. The American Legion’s
Legacy Scholarship was created to help pay for the
college educations of those who lost a military parent
serving since 9/11.

We promote Americanism by fighting to ensure that
the flag of the United States is constitutionally
protected from desecration. 5
If it’s revered enough to place on a hero’s coffin, it is
important enough to protect from physical
desecration.
Congress should not stand with the One Percent who
disrespect Old Glory but with the 99 percent who do
revere it.
It often takes a veteran to remind the public of the
sacrifices those in uniform and their families continue
to make. The American Legion is a central player in
Blue Star Salutes and other patriotic and
troop-support events held in hundreds of
communities across our great nation every year.
We continue to serve veterans even when the fighting
ends. Past National Commander Harry Colmery, the
author of America’s greatest piece of social
legislation, knew that it was right for America to aid
returning war veterans by making it possible for them
to obtain formal educations, get jobs and purchase
homes.
While others scoffed that such a benefit would "break
the treasury," The American Legion held firm and
ensured the passage of the Servicemen’s
Readjustment Act of 1944, also known as the GI Bill
of Rights.
But The American Legion did not rest on its laurels,
even after that significant and historical
accomplishment. 7
We played a pivotal role in the creation of the new
post-9/11 GI Bill, which allows recent veterans to
transfer their benefits to family members if they
choose to do so.
The American Legion has thousands of service
officers deployed across the country – all eager to
assist any veteran with a benefit claim, free of charge,
regardless of Legion membership.
We are there when natural disasters hit, awarding
National Emergency Fund grants to Legion members
and their posts, often within a few short days of the
request.
Through our Heroes to Hometowns program, The
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15th IS THE DESIGNATED BIRTHDAY OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

American Legion works with the Department of
Defense to provide help to those who need to
re-establish their lives when they come home.
Another way The American Legion supports the
troops is by assisting their families while they are
deployed. Whether it’s mowing a lawn or shopping
for groceries, the American Legion’s Family Support
Network stands ready to assist those families in need.
We show our appreciation to wounded, injured and
ill servicemembers through Operation Comfort
Warriors, which has provided more than $1 million
of gifts to our wounded warriors since 2007.
The American Legion also championed the
prominent study of the effects of Agent Orange
exposure on Vietnam veterans, which was later
presented to Congress and the White House. The
American Legion helped put Agent Orange and Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder on the Washington radar.
We supported the construction of the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial with our words and our wallets,
raising $1 million in 1982 – more than any other
organization. We were major fund raisers for the
national World War II and Korean War Memorials
and formed a Persian Gulf Task Force to enhance our
service to Gulf War veterans.
The American Legion serves the youth of America
with outstanding programs such as American Legion
Baseball, Junior Shooting Sports, Boys State, Boys
Nation, and the High School Oratorical contest.
The American Legion has supported the Boy Scouts
of America since 1919 and, today, along with the
American Legion Auxiliary and Sons of The
American Legion, charters more than 2,600 Scouting
units comprised of nearly 70,000 young men and
women.

In short, like Private Ryan we are "Earning This."
Ladies and gentlemen, to give you an idea of why
The American Legion exists and why we proudly
observe the birthday of this great organization, let us
reflect on the Preamble to the Constitution of The
American Legion.
"For God and Country, We associate ourselves
together for the following purposes:
To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United
States of America; to maintain law and order; to
foster and perpetuate a one hundred percent
Americanism; to preserve the memories and incidents
of our associations in the Great Wars; to inculcate a
sense of individual obligation to the community, state
and nation; to combat the autocracy of both the
classes and the masses; to make right the master of
might; to promote peace and good will on earth; to
safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of
justice, freedom and democracy; to consecrate and
sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual
helpfulness."
Legionnaires can be proud of the many
accomplishments during our organization’s 93 years
of service to America.
As it has been since our founding, when America
calls, American Legionnaires will continue to do as
Captain Miller implored. Through service, we will
justify the sacrifices made. We will "Earn this."
(Editors Note: This article can also be used as a
suggested speech, to tell our story to the community,
or potential members).

And our support has made a difference to the
recipients of The American Legion Child Welfare
Foundation grants, which are used to educate the
public about childhood diseases such as juvenile
diabetes, Marfan Syndrome and autism.
We also support the Children’s Miracle Network,
and that support has undoubtedly saved countless
young lives.
The American Legion does these things not because
it can, but because it’s who we are.

Minneapolis Nov, 1919—First American Legion Parade
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(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride)
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