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A special presentation to Michael and
Anthony Gropp, owners of Petite Auberge,
will occur during the November post
meeting, thanking them for their support of
the American Legion. Citation reads:
This is to certify that the accompanying
American flag was flown on a C-130
combat
mission
over
and
into
Kandahar and Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan, on July 4, 2012.
This flag is presented to “Petite Auberge
Restaurant” on behalf of American
Legion Post 134, and the crew of GLIDE
54, while deployed supporting America’s
war on terrorism during Operation
Enduring Freedom.

WELCOME
NEW MEMBER


Loren Cook
Transfer from Post 400
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Editor’s Note: Vic has been in and out
of the hospital the past 30 days.
Please keep him in your prayers

The Bugle Call Rag

Un Soldat Courageux
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus

In July of 1944, Charles G. Shepherd, Jr. was a couple
of months past his 21st birthday. He was spending it
as a platoon leader in the 8th Infantry Division,
slugging its way through France,
heading for a
showdown with the Nazis in Der Vaterland. Part of
that showdown came for Charles in April 1945 near
Siegen, Germany. That’s where Charles earned the
Silver Star.
Our Historian, Bill Baker, tells us about the hairy
moments in his biographical sketch of Charles. You
can read the details there, but for the moment we can
use some of the action that highlights Charles.
Charles’ platoon ran into heavy machine gun and rifle
fire as they neared Siegen. Charles ordered his men
to pull back a bit for cover while he held the
Germans’ attention. He was wounded but continued

to cover his men until they were properly positioned.
The citation for his action that day refers to his
“courage and devotion to duty.”
There had been other incidents of such courage and
attention to duty. Charles was twice wounded and
twice awarded the Bronze Star.
Now France
recognizes his contributions and on September 27,
2012, at 2:30 p.m. made Charles a Chevalier, a
Knight, if you will, of the Legion of Honor.
The American Legion, Post 134, honored Charles
when he was elected Post Commander for 2004-2005.
Prior to that, he had served for several years as Post
Adjutant. His attention to duty has never left him.
Post 134 made him a KNIGHT long before France
did!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY VIC !!!
The truce that stopped the fighting in the “war to end all
wars” was signed at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the
11th month of 1918. That day was for years called
Armistice Day. A second very important event happened
later that day. Victor Mahoney was born. Had he been
born earlier in the day, we would now call the day
Mahoney Day. Timing it seems is everything.
During WWII our friend joined the navy. He joined out
of patriotism to be sure, but also because the blue uniform
and white hat attracted the ladies. Much to his surprise
the navy assigned him to the Seabees and sent him to
Hawaii . He had no knowledge of building a bridge,
driving a bulldozer or running a crane. Truth is he did not
even have a driver’s license.
So as he tells the story, he spent his time on Kitchen
Police (KP) and guard duty. We cannot be sure of his
acumen at KP, but there is good testament to his excellent
record at guarding his post. Note for the record, that after
Vic was posted on guard duty, there were no further
attacks on the Hawaiian Islands .
Once he had established peace on the Islands, a greater
need arose. The morale of the troops was low and in need
of a lift. The Battalion Commander, knowing talent when
he saw it instructed our warrior to start a Battalion
newsletter to not only inform the troops, but to entertain

them as well. Without knowledge of such matters, but
with a willing heart and a definite need to get out of the
kitchen, he accepted readily and with great success.
He had no inkling at that time that these initial efforts at
writing newsletters was preparation for his success later in
life in writing, editing and publishing the BUGLE CALL
RAG. There were some other happenings between WWII
and joining Post 134 such as raising a family and
becoming a teacher extraordinaire in Kingston , New
York , but the dye was set, the stone was cast for him to
move to Atlanta to write our newsletter.
So there you have it. This usually quiet man who sits
among you each month, who has no ego, a fair amount of
vanity and an abundance of wisdom and good humor was
trained early in life to bring to you the monthly newsletter
that has been a large part of keeping this Post together.
Within its writings are the stories of many men and a good
deal of the history of the Post.
On this 11th day of the 11th month of 2012 at the age of
94, he sits as Editor Emeritus of the Rag, still going
strong, working out regularly at Emory, volunteering his
time to others and writing a monthly column for the BCR.
He still does KP, still guards the home keeping it safe and
the flag still rises each morning in front of the Mahoney
household.
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A LITTLE-KNOWN BENEFIT FOR AGING VETS
The New York Times
By SUSAN SELIGER

Mr. Noller is not the first to acknowledge A&A is a well
-kept secret. Jim Nicholson, former secretary of Veterans Affairs, said in a December 2006 news release that
“not everyone is aware of his or her potential eligibility”
for the program, which he called an “underused” benefit.
Not much has changed. A search of the Veterans Affairs
Web site for evidence of public information efforts in
the six years since came up blank.

As veterans age, many are unfamiliar with a benefit that can help pay for care at home or
in assisted living or a nursing home.

Here’s a riddle: When is a government benefit that pays
for caregivers, assisted living and a nursing home not a
benefit? When hardly any people know they’re entitled
to it.
That seems to be the story with a Department of Veterans Affairs benefit called the Aid and Attendance and
Housebound Improved Pension benefit, known as A&A,
which can cover the costs of caregivers in the home
(including sons and daughters who are paid to be caregivers, though not spouses) or be used for assisted living
or a nursing home.
The benefit is not insignificant: up to $2,019 monthly
for a veteran and spouse, and up to $1,094 for the widow of a veteran.
Surprised that you’ve never heard of it? You’re not
alone.
“It’s probably one of the lesser-known benefits,” said
Randal Noller, a Veterans Affairs spokesman in Washington. Of the 1.7 million World War II veterans alive as
of 2011, who were in need of caregiving assistance and
thus eligible, only 38,076 veterans and 38,685 surviving
spouses were granted the A&A benefit that year, according to Mr. Noller.

“The sad thing is, it’s been an entitlement for 61 years,
but it’s sat idle — the V.A. employees just haven’t been
educated about it,” said Debbie Burak of Midlothian,
Va. She said she repeatedly called department offices on
behalf of her father, a World War II veteran, and her
mother, who became homeless after their house caught
fire and their injuries required extensive care. She was
told there were no benefits they were entitled to.
(Indeed, when I called two Baltimore-area Veterans Affairs offices for my father, a World War II veteran, no
one had heard of this benefit or any benefit that paid for
caregivers or assisted living or nursing homes.)
“My parents’ end of life was so difficult. They lost everything, were living in a terrible hotel, ran up every credit card we had,” Ms. Burak said. “My mother begged us
not to cremate her, but there was no money for a burial;
we had no choice.”
It was only after her father died that Ms. Burak discovered her parents would have been entitled to as much as
$160,000 over the last decade through the Aid and Attendance benefit. She applied, but no money arrived before her mother died.
Mr. Noller said the program’s low visibility might be an
effect of the size of the department. “The V.A. is the
second-largest agency in the federal government, and
you can’t expect everybody to know everything,” he
said, referring to the agency’s work force.
To bridge the information gap, Ms. Burak introduced
VeteranAid.org, a Web site and a 501(c)(3) charity, in
2005, to provide information about A&A eligibility and
how to apply.
To qualify, a veteran need not have suffered a servicerelated injury. He or she only had to have clocked at
least one day of his or her 90-day minimum military
service during a time of war and need caregiving for
activities of daily living.
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Applying can be confusing and arduous. If you know
the program’s name and search the Veterans Affairs
Web site for Aid and Attendance, the first page states,
among other things, that you are not eligible for A&A
unless you already qualify for a basic Veterans Affairs
pension — for which you have to be “totally disabled.”
That’s more than a little misleading.
“What people don’t know is that when wartime veterans
turn 65, the V.A. automatically classifies them as
‘totally disabled,’ ” Ms. Burak said. And if they meet
income and asset criteria, they are eligible for a basic
pension.
The A&A benefit can be more than 50 percent higher
than the basic veteran’s pension ($24,239 annually for a
veteran and spouse with A&A, versus $16,051 for a
basic pension). The income and asset cutoffs are also
higher than for A&A benefits.
Karen McCarty, of Fort Worth, is one of the lucky ones
who applied for A&A — and got it. She heard about it
when the assisted living facility where her father-in-law,
Robert McCarty, 92, was living, held a seminar on it.
Ms. McCarty, a former certified public accountant, started researching the application process at the Veterans
Affairs site, but, she said, “the VeteranAid.org site was
much clearer.” She found all the forms she needed, and
her father-in-law received the first check in record time
— six months.
Not all Veterans Affairs officers are in the dark about
A&A.
After Annette Cadena’s parents were in a car accident
and moved to a nursing home in their tiny hometown,
Fossil, Ore., it was the local Veterans Affairs officer,
Paul Conroy (now retired), who saw her on the street
and mentioned that her parents might qualify.
“I was skeptical, to be honest,” said Ms. Cadena. “My
husband did two tours in Iraq and has worked 30 years
for the Washington State Army National Guard coordinating with the V.A. to help veterans, and he had never
heard of it.”
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my God, are they going to kick me out of the home?’”
Ms. Cadena recalled.
Still, when the benefit comes through, it can make a real
difference.
Marcia Hruska’s mother, 85, had run through all her
savings after seven years of worsening Alzheimer’s and
round-the-clock care in her apartment in Coconut Creek,
Fla. Assisted living was the next step, but Ms. Hruska
didn’t know how they would pay for it, with Social
Security her only income.
“One of the assisted living facilities we visited asked if
my dad had been in the service,” and mentioned A&A,
Ms. Hruska recalled. So she filled out the 26-page
Veterans Affairs application — which used to be only
four pages — and on Sept. 1, six months after applying,
she received the first monthly check for $1,019. “This
relieves a lot of tension,” Ms. Hruska said.
One warning note: Scams abound. The department forbids anyone to charge to help veterans fill out these
challenging forms, yet a growing number of companies
— many of which, on a Web search for “Aid and
Attendance,” pop up with waving flags and red-whiteand-blue banners — offer to “help” veterans fill out the
forms free, then charge thousands of dollars for financial
consultation.
And, Ms. Burak warns: “Financial planners at assisted
living facilities are putting on seminars about the A&A
benefit — but it isn’t out of the goodness of their hearts.
They are trolling for residents who have too much
money to qualify, to get them to move assets into
annuity products that don’t count as income or assets
and yield big commissions.” (This is possible because,
unlike Medicaid, with its five-year lookback, Veterans
Affairs has no lookback on asset transfers.)
The department does not reveal maximum allowable
assets. But $80,000 (the house and a car are exempt
from this total) seems to be in the ballpark, though
someone with more assets could still qualify if expenses
were very high, according to Ms. Burak.

Still, she applied in August 2009, and nine months later
her parents started receiving the maximum $2,019 per
month.

Income limits are not set in stone either. But the
maximum is around $20,000 to $23,000 after deducting
costs for medical expenses, caregivers, assisted living or
nursing home fees.

The benefit was a lifesaver. That is, until her father,
Clinton Ray, died on Aug. 5. The payments to her
mother, Bessie Ray, stopped, even though widows of
veterans are also entitled to this benefit.

Some people are taking advantage of A&A to protect
assets for their heirs, Ms. McCarty said. Still, she
said,”it’s a wonderful benefit.”

“They cut her off cold,” Ms. Cadena said, and told her
she would have to apply all over again as a widow,
which could take 9 to 18 months. “My mother said, ‘Oh,

http://www.vba.va.gov/bln/21/pension/vetpen.htm
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WHITE HOUSE, CONGRESS FAILING TO LIVE UP TO RESPONSIBILITIES
James E. Koutz,
National Commander of The American Legion

According to dictionary.com a popular definition of
sequestration is removal or separation. Although the
term sequestration is being bandied about in relation to
massive defense cuts that threaten our nation’s military
readiness, I prefer the term “divorce,” because that is
exactly what our elected leaders are doing with the
Constitution that they have sworn to uphold.
While there are many important issues for candidates to
address during this campaign season, the bottom line is
that our country is facing an economic and readiness
disaster if the cuts kick in January 2. It should shock no
one that the organization that I lead, The American
Legion, strongly opposes any defense cuts. But did you
know that even without sequestration, the U.S. military
is already being cut by $487 billion over the next
decade? Sequestration would bring the total to well
over $1 trillion.
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta has called the prospect,
which will occur if Congress and the president can’t
find other ways to reduce the deficit, “a crazy
doomsday scenario.” The nation’s top soldier, Joint
Chiefs of Staff Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey, was
more specific. “The two things that are alarming to us
is one, the magnitude, second, the mechanism,” he told
Congress last winter when the likelihood of this disaster
seemed far more remote.

the United States – would be more vulnerable because
of fewer resources and training opportunities.
“Sequestration would severely impact our ability to
maintain the same level of readiness,” Lieutenant
Colonel Matt Morgan, a spokesman for U.S. Marine
Corps Forces Command recently told Reuters News
Service. “If we have fewer platoons then we have less
capacity to respond, and commanders would have to
look at where they would accept risks.”
And the risk caused by military drawdowns can cost
American lives, as we have seen during the failed
Iranian hostage rescue attempt of 1980 and Task Force
Smith during the Korean War. More recently we have
seen deadly violence inflicted against Americans in
Libya and other dangerous areas of the world. Yet,
defense spending, as a percentage of total federal
expenditures, is approaching historic lows not seen
since before World War II. Moreover, the U.S. military
has been at war for 11 years, causing equipment
shortages and the extension of existing equipment to
well beyond its useful life span.
The American Legion is strictly nonpartisan. We are
made up of 2.4 million wartime U.S. military veterans,
and include Democrats, Republicans and independents
in our ranks. We are not interested in scoring political
points against the president, Congress or leaders of
either of the two major parties.

“It’s coming out of three places and that’s it,” Dempsey
said of the looming cuts. “It’s coming out of equipment
and modernization, that’s one. It’s coming out of
maintenance and it’s coming out of training. And then,
we’ve hollowed out the force.”

While there is plenty of blame to go around as to who
caused the current deficit crisis, it is certain that it is not
the soldier or the veteran that created this mess. And it
should not be our men and women in uniform who must
pay the price.

Now if pundits and polls are to be believed, a
“hollowed military force” is not the top issue driving
voters this year. It’s the economy. Again, sequestration
has a disastrous effect.

On October 1, Defense Secretary Panetta spoke to a
group of military and veterans organizations that
included The American Legion. “We must be able to
deal with every threat out there,” he told us. We
couldn’t agree more. And that threat includes budgetary
shenanigans that can seriously jeopardize our national
security.

So much so that a George Mason University analysis
estimates that the trickle-down effect of sequestration
would cause the loss of 2.1 million jobs nationwide and
add 1.5 percentage points to the current unemployment
rate.
Even worse, would be the likelihood that our heroes –
the men and women who serve in the Armed Forces of

We call on all Americans to put our elected leaders on
notice: Fix it now.
James E. Koutz, is national commander of The
American Legion, the nation’s largest organization of
wartime veterans with 2.4 million members.
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REDEDICATION CEREMONY AT ATLANTA-HARTSFIELD
The Atlanta Vietnam Veterans Business Association
(AVVBA) is sponsoring a rededication ceremony of
a memorial dedicated in 1991 to Lawarenceville
native, WO1 Francis McDowall. Originally set in
Concourse A of Atlanta Hartsfield-Jackson Airport,
the memorial is being moved due to construction to a
more appropriate and public location of the airport.
McDowall was serving as a Cobra attack helicopter
pilot when he came from LZ Buttons to aid in the
defense of the embattled LZ Andy. When he began
to fire his rockets down on the green line, he started
taking heavy machine-gun fire and had to break off
his attack. WO McDowall's wing ship also started to
roll in and was taken under fire by the same enemy
machine-gun. WO McDowall immediately placed his
ship in a position to cover his wing ship, and by so

doing, drew the enemy fire upon himself. After he
had exhausted his armament and was low on fuel, he
decided to land at the embattled LZ to cut down on
his turn-around time even though the area was still
taking mortar and rocket fire. As his ship landed, it
was hit by an enemy mortar round, killing him.
The purpose of the AVVBA is to honor those who
served and those who gave their lives in the Vietnam
War, and to promote a positive image of the Vietnam
Veteran to the business community and the Public.
We have several members of our post who are also
members of this fine organization.

Ceremony is Nov 8th, 1000-1200
Main Atrium, ATL Airport

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

This is Post 134’s fourth year fully involved with the
planning and execution of WAA at Georgia National
Cemetery.
I urge you to make individual donations of $15 per wreath
as well. Post 134 will gather in mass for the December 15,
2012 ceremony, at noon. Mark your calendar today.

you should select the sponsoring group ID:
GACAP130
This will ensure your wreath(s) goes to the correct
cemetery and for every two wreaths donated, WAA will
add a third wreath for free. This only occurs when you
select a sponsoring group ID.
To donate via mail: (Same rules apply above)

To donate online: http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/

Wreaths Across America

Click on “Sponsor a Wreath” and follow directions. Do
not forget to identify Georgia National Cemetery
(GANCCA) or other cemetery of preference. Additionally,

P.O. Box 249
Columbia Falls, ME 04623
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VETERANS DAY DISCOUNTS
As Veterans Day 2012 approaches -- here are some
of the restaurants and companies that offer Veterans
Day discounts, deals and free meals as a thank you to
our veteran’s service to our country.

locations will be participating On Monday, Nov.12,
2012 from 4 PM to 9 PM. No identification is
required to get your free Veterans day meal.
Home Depot Veterans Day Discount

Applebees is offering a free signature entree on
Sunday November 11th, 2012 at participating
locations. Choose from a 7-oz House Sirloin, Fiesta
Lime Chicken, and a Bacon Cheeseburger.
Beverages and gratuity not included. Must present
valid Veteran’s form of identification.
Denny’s All You Can Eat Pancakes
Get all you can eat pancakes for all active duty
military and veterans with a valid ID on Monday,
November 12, 2012.

Every year on Veteran’s Day the Home Depot offers
a 10% discount on Veteran’s day. Must present a
valid military ID.
Lowe’s Veterans Day Discount
All Veterans receive a 10% discount on Veteran’s
Day up to $5,000 on in-stock and special-order
purchases. The offer can’t be used online, on
previous sales or on sales of services or gift cards.
Must present a valid Veteran Identification Card
(VIC), valid Form DD214 or other proof of service.

Golden Corral Free Meal
Get a Veterans Day free meal to any veteran who has
served in the United States military or is a current
active duty service member. All Golden Corral

BUFFs TO VISIT RUSSIA
Editor’s Note: We’ve come a long way since the
Cold War. What would General LeMay think?

Embassy attaché and interpreter, evaluated Engels
airfield’s suitability to host B-52H operations.

An Air Force Global Strike Command delegation
from Barksdale AFB, La., visited Engels Air Base in
Saratov, Russia, in July, paving the way for a
long-range bomber exchange program with the
Russian Air Force.

“One of the big takeaways from our trip is that while
we fly different aircraft and are from opposite ends
of the globe, our objective is the same,” said Lt Col
Michael Thompson, 2nd Bomb Wing director of
staff, who was with the delegation. “We all want to
have a safe and credible deterrent force,” he said.

“We’re going to fly B-52s to Russia and they’re
going to fly Tu-95 Bears to Barksdale,” said 2nd
Bomb Wing Commander Col. Andrew Gebara, who
led the Barksdale group, in an Aug. 8 AFGSC news
release.
“It’s a tremendous opportunity for our two nations to
learn from each other to improve aviation technology
and skills in our respective air forces,” he added.
The seven-member US delegation including a US

www.alpost134.org

Todd Copley - Commander
tcopley220@yahoo.com 404-395-6077
Arnold Wall - SVC
arcosign10@yahoo.com
678-530-0588
Michael Derrico - JVC
dragon717@bellsouth.net 404-508-0012
George Hooten
Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS OF THIS NEWSLETTER

2LT Charles G. Shepherd, Jr.
Age 20 - Infantry
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT
TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
LUNCH 1130 - 1300
COST $17.00
(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride)

Fulton County Post 134
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Bugle Call Rag
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P.O. Box 8086
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Atlanta, GA 31106-0086
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First Class

Next Meeting — November 8, 2012

Our very own Charles Shepherd, Jr. will be our guest
speaker.
Charlie was wounded twice as he
participated in five major campaigns: Normandy,
Northern France, Ardennes, Rhineland, and Central
Europe. Two months ago, he was awarded the Legion
of Honor from France. Come join in fellowship as we
celebrate events leading up to Veterans Day.

