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COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

“I drink to your health when I'm with you,  
I drink to your health when I'm alone,  
I drink to your health so often  
I'm beginning to worry about my own.” 

 

As I come to my final month as your 

commander, I’m very concerned with 

the well-being of our post.  For some 

time now, our membership has been 

steadily decreasing due to attrition and 

lack of new members.  We have a post 

of approximately 80 members, but I 

could only count about 25 that have 

been to at least one meeting this past 

year.  About 10% live out of state and 

another 25% just don’t have the means 

to make it due to health reasons.  It’s a 

fact that we have a post, whose      

membership is 84% over the age of 65 

years young,  16% of the post is       

between the age of 40-64, and 0%   

under the age of 40 years old. 

 

I’m asking for someone to take on a 

membership recruitment drive like 

we’ve never seen before.  We need to 

stoke the fire, and sell the American 

Legion and Post 134.  In the past, I’ve 

sent many letters to people who have 

signed up via the internet, or members 

who have moved into our local area.  

The potential for new members was 

great, but never panned out to anything.    

We’re going to have to roll up our 

sleeves and make phone calls or have 

some type of face-to-face contact to get 

qualified members into our post.  Our 

own members are the best recruiters we 

have.   
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FAITHFUL SERVANT 

We are on a path right now, where this 

post is heading into high seas and our 

ship is leaking like a sieve.  Are we 

going to bail water?  If not, over time, I 

don’t think we can survive the storm. 

 

It is with gladness and sorrow that I 

announce that Herman and Karen    

Abernathy are leaving for the Florida 

sunshine, and all the relaxation that 

comes with “FULL” retirement.  We 

all know that Herman has served this 

post as adjutant for many years, and if 

that wasn’t enough, he’s brought many 

of you into the post through his friend-

ships with the Roswell Rotary Club 

and other paths crossed along the way.  

If that wasn’t enough, Herman served 

as the 5th District adjutant, and was 

recently named the Legionnaire of the 

Year for 5th District of Georgia.  He 

will be attending his last post meeting 

on April 12th, so please come out and 

see a good friend head of to green   

pastures. 
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           HAZING—BULLYING— ABUSE 
                                      Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus 

 

The military as a segment of our society holds a special 

place in the acclaim category.  It is special to us       

because it is our line of defense against those Islamic 

terrorists who would destroy us.  Ours is a purely    

volunteer military.  As such, only a relatively small 

percentage of the population is involved.  The rest of 

us cheer or criticize and  generally support these men 

and women as best we can. 

The military has its idealists, its realists, its complain-

ers, its doers, and its law breakers; therefore, it can be 

said that it mirrors our society in many respects.  What 

makes it outstandingly different from its civilian   

counterparts is its dependence upon strict discipline.  

When that dependence upon discipline slips in a unit 

and the media becomes aware of such, we civilians 

become instant critics and judges.  We feel we have a 

right to do so because we pay the bills. 

Sadly, we have a case in point.  In late December of 

2011, the press revealed that a young Chinese-

American soldier, Pvt. Danny Chen , killed himself in 

Afghanistan.  Constant hazing and bullying that began 

in the states and continued was too much for him to 

bear.  Eight in his unit have been charged.  One is an 

officer, six are sergeants, and one a specialist.  All run 

in age between the mid 20’s and mid 30’s.  Seven of 

these eight are leaders by rank, charged with upholding            

discipline.  

Hazing and bullying are not new in the military nor in 

society in general.  There are humans who like to be 

macho, to dominate, to control, to abuse the weak in 

word or deed or both.  What should be a concern in the 

military is that such behavior makes a mockery of   

discipline, of the celebrated camaraderie of brother-

hood in arms. 

There is a widening of the view of hazing and bullying 

into a darker area – sexual assault and rape.  In       

February of 2011, The New York Times reported that a 

law suit against the Secretary of Defense Gates and his 

predecessor Rumsfeld was brought by 2 men and 15 

women, all either on active duty or now discharged.  
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They claimed that neither Secretary made the          

necessary changes in military justice to meet their calls 

for justice in their cases of sexual assault and rape. In a 

study, the Army admitted to at least 400 rape cases 

over a five year period .  Most rape cases go unreported 

because the victims fear retaliation or realize that the 

report will be virtually ignored or the victim made to 

feel guilty. 

Evidently there is a culture of ignoring sexual assault 

and rape.  The complaints of the female cadets at the 

Air Force Academy, for example, went by the board.  

The Tailhook reunion of Naval officers partying in Las 

Vegas ended in a botched investigation of the assaults 

on women. The VA  reports that there is a significant 

number of women veterans who suffer Post Traumatic 

Stress Disorder from their experiences of sexual      

assault, even into their 50’s and 60’s. 

To speak of these aberrant behaviors is not to paint the 

military with one brush.  What the  civilian supporters 

look for is to have the military expose the behavior, to 

apply suitable justice, to offer psychological help to 

victims, to make strict discipline paramount.  We don’t 

want our military to be labeled as thugs. 



VICTORY DAY 
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SEA PORT OF DEBARKATION/EMBARKATION, 

Kuwait  

 

A Mine Resistant Ambush Protected vehicle, the last 

vehicle from Iraq, is being lifted to be placed on the 

Ocean Crescent before being shipped back to the U.S. 

March 24. The symbolic MRAP will be heading to 

Fort Hood, Texas to be displayed at the 1st Cavalry 

Division Museum and represent the end of an era. 

 

The Third Army team stands ready to conduct        

operations anytime and anywhere as directed to deter 

or defeat adversaries while sustaining forces in theater 

in order to support combat and shaping operations. It 

continues to shape the operational environment to   

enable partner nations.  

 

 

 

 

 

MedSide Healthcare is throwing an international 

festival in commemoration the veterans through-

out our American history. This event will be held 

on May 9, 2012 to celebrate a day know around 

the world as Victory Day. Victory Day is in honor 

of the Russian and American forces uniting in 

WWII to defeat Fascism. Last year, we invited 

over 300 people to this celebration and our goal 

this year is to increase that number to around 400. 

This year we want the theme to be an internation-

al festival with veterans and their families        

celebrating this day with their fellow comrades. 

We will be providing free food for veterans,     

festival games for the children, guest speakers, 

and live music for entertainment. We would be 

honored if you would join us for this Victory Day 

Celebration. Please let me know if you need     

anymore information about our international    

festival.  

 

Contact:  Kathleen Browning 

                404-633-7433 ext. 7024 

LAST MRAP OUT OF IRAQ 
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Editor’s Note:  The follow article was written    

circa 1998, about one of our very own Post 134 

members.   

 

Naval Station Panama Canal (Rodman) -  In 

March, three reserve public affairs officers made 

up the public affairs team that promoted and publi-

cized the return of America’s only naval port in 

Latin America to the Panamanian government.  

This land reversion made USN the first component 

to fully comply with the 1979 Panama Canal Trea-

ty.  The treaty mandates full departure of the entire 

U.S. military presence, and transfer of full owner-

ship of the canal to Panama, by the end of 1999. 

 

Ownership of Rodman was passed from Simon 

Ferro, the U.S. ambassador to Panama, to Ernesto 

Perez Balladares, president of Panama, on March 

31, with Atlantic Fleet Commander ADM J. Paul 

Reason as the senior Navy speaker.  Ironically, 

Reason was President Jimmy Carter’s naval aide 

when the treaty was signed, but had no idea that 

he’d one day be a part of carrying out the accord. 

 

The Navy has a long history here.  By 1917,    

temporary naval ports existed at both ends of the 

strategic Atlantic-Pacific waterway.  Because the 

Canal headquarters near Panama City was      

growing, a 1932 Executive Order set aside a      

canal-side property for the U.S. Navy use. 

 

Originally named Naval Station Balboa, the name 

changed to honor ADM Hugh Rodman, who 

served in the Canal Zone early in his career, but 

later went on to head the Pacific Fleet.  Located a 

the Canal’s Pacific entrance, Rodman was often a 

port call for Navy ships transiting the 50-mile-long 

canal.  It’s still considered one of man’s greatest 

engineering feats.  Completed in 1914, it cost over 

4,000 lives, $400 million and took 10 years to 

build.  During World War II, the Rodman base 

handled canal defense and ship refueling.  For the 

Cuban Missile Crisis, Rodman furnished fleet lo-

gistics around-the-clock.  Since then, Rodman’s 

tasks have been canal defense, logistical support 

for U.S. and allied Navy ships, regional operations 

and defense fuels management. 

 

In fall of 1998, CAPT Walter Buchanan took on 

the Rodman public affairs mission.  He came here 

in November, to develop a strategic plan,           

coordinate with numerous players and handle    

important tasks, and make a B-roll tape while the 

base was still operational.  But Buchanan’s real 

challenge was to quickly pull together a team that 

could come to Panama in March, and generate  

internal and external media coverage.  The team 

included only three 1655s. 

 

“Since Rodman’s return was only a piece of the 

major joint-service land transfers that would take 

place in Panama this year, we had to develop a 

strategy and identify resources,” Buchanan said.  

With Rodman drawing down, Buchanan relied 

heavily on the Army at nearby Fort Clayton; and 

the Army delivered. 

 

“I went to U.S. Southern Command first and got 

them to bless the plan,” he explained.  “When we 

arrived, we moved into the Army PAO spaces, and 

they provided their resources and talents.” 

 

As a Navy Reservist, we were amazed and grateful 

for the skills and tools the Army brought us—

video production teams, still photography and the 

assistance of AFRTS and SOUTHCOM Networks.  

Plus, the insight of the Army professionals were 

invaluable.  “The Army owned the local media in 

Panama.  They knew the working press, the market 

place and the audience,” said team member, CDR 

Frank Merriman.  Buchanan said that when the 

team first arrived, they asked PA professionals’ 

opinions on the typical public relations practices in 

Panama and Latin America. 

 

“For example, we considered a press conference, 

but were advised against it, in this setting, because 

PAOs HANDLE NAVY’S LAST DAYS IN PANAMA 
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other issues could easily arise and overshadow 

Rodman’s return, pushing it from the front page to 

the back page.  The lesson learned is that when 

you go into an unfamiliar theater, make sure you 

talk to the PA experts on the country team,”      

explained Buchanan. 

 

The U.S. Embassy was very interested in Rodman.  

With the Panamanian president and the American 

ambassador attending, they knew that whatever 

we did in handling this would ripple throughout 

Latin America. 

 

We took counsel from the Embassy up front.  At 

the Embassy outbrief, Patrick Duddy, the senior 

PAO on staff, expressed his appreciation saying 

the USNR PAO team got as much press as was 

possible. (editor’s note:  And still getting it today 

in this issue).  “It was perfect,” Duddy    com-

mented.  “Even with President Clinton visiting 

nearby countries on the day of Rodman’s return, 

you got serious airtime and print coverage.”      

National and international media outlets and 19 

international news bureaus from around the world, 

including CNN, Reuters, Finnish Broadcasting and 

Nueva China and Associated Press.  Both the    

Army and Air Force have requested copies of the 

Navy Public Affairs plans, as well as consultation 

about how Rodman was handled.  Together these 

services face major Panama property transfers in 

coming months. 

 

 

 

 

CAPT BUCHANAN 

Base Commanding Officer CAPT. Robert       

Bennett, and American Ambassador to Panama, 

Simon Ferro, pass the key to Panamanian     

President, Ernesto Perez Balladares.  



PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 1130 - 1300 

COST $17.00 

(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride) 
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Next Meeting — Apr 12, 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 EC 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      

APRIL GUEST SPEAKER 

Nick Snider is the founder of the National Foundation of Patriotism in       

Atlanta.  He has been joined by many others, who have contributed their own 

time and resources to answer the questions on the minds of many Americans 

“Where will the next generation learn what it means to be an American?” The 

National Museum of Patriotism is an inspiration to all who embrace life,   

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness promised us by our founding fathers.  


