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Overturn the Stolen Valor Act  -  USA TODAY 

At a meeting in 2007 after Xavier Alvarez was elected to a Los 

Angeles-area municipal water board, he introduced himself to his 

fellow directors by saying he was a 25-year Marine Corps veteran 

who had been wounded many times and received the Congressional 

Medal of Honor. 

None of that was true, nor were claims that he had played hockey 

for the Detroit Red Wings, worked as a police officer, rescued the 

U.S. ambassador during the Iranian hostage crisis, secretly married a 

Mexican starlet and been shot down when he was a helicopter pilot 

in Vietnam. 

Usually being a serial liar isn't a criminal matter, but the falsehood 

Alvarez told about winning the Medal of Honor got him into serious 

trouble because it violated the Stolen Valor Act, which Congress 

passed in 2006 to bar people from falsely claiming to have won 

military honors. Someone gave a tape of the meeting Alvarez had 

attended to the FBI, and Alvarez eventually pleaded guilty. Now he 

is challenging the law on the grounds that it violates First Amend-

ment guarantees of free speech. The Supreme Court hears his case 

today. 

Protecting the free speech of repulsive defendants - Nazis deter-

mined to march in an Illinois neighborhood where Holocaust survi-

vors lived, protesters who loudly defame soldiers near military  

funerals, the makers of animal snuff movies - is always difficult. But 

the alternative is to allow the government to more broadly define 

what people can say, an extremely troubling notion, both for the 

public and for the court, which ruled in favor of the Nazis, the  

funeral protesters and the snuff movie producers. 

If it's OK to criminalize lying about receiving a medal, for example, 

why shouldn't it also be a crime to lie in other circumstances? 

Giving the government the power to criminalize and define lies 

"would allow it to target 'liars' who it portrays as endangering or 

dishonoring society," warns George Washington University law 

professor Jonathan Turley. They might not be liars at all - just   

inconvenient critics. 

To be sure, Alvarez's casual lie about receiving the nation's highest 
military honor was especially despicable because those who earned 

the medal displayed extraordinary bravery, and most died doing so. 

Even so, the court has usually managed to look beyond the jerk in 

the dock to see the importance of protecting all but the most   

destructive speech, no matter how offensive. 

Defenders of the Stolen Valor Act note that the court has never 

granted blanket free speech protection to lies. But the narrow  

exemptions involve direct harm to other people, such as          

defamation or financial fraud. Neither of those exceptions applies 

here. The best response to offensive speech is almost always more 

speech, not government censorship or prosecution. 

In the case of military honors, a website operated by the          
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Congressional Medal of Honor Society lists all the genuine        

recipients of that medal, and another site run by Military Times lists 

thousands more medals and their recipients. Thanks to tools such 

as those, fraudsters are frequently outed by veterans' groups, the 

news media or other medal winners. The result is public disgrace. 

That's what happened to Alvarez. Local newspapers repeatedly ran 

stories about his lie, his denial of the lie and his eventual confession. 

It was a politician's nightmare, and a lesson in the way justice can be 

served without weakening the Constitution 

Uphold The Stolen Valor Act—Don't protect war medal 

lies.   By Fang A. Wong, American Legion Commander 

The Supreme Court has never held that intentional false statements 

of fact are worthy of constitutional protection. When the Stolen 

Valor Act case is decided later this year, the American Legion   

believes that the high court will recognize the harm caused to   

honorable veterans by fraudsters who lie about their military 

achievements. 

Despite hyperbolic claims from opponents of the Stolen Valor Act, 

this legislation does not represent a slippery slope toward outlaw-

ing mere boasts in a tavern. This act recognizes congressional   

authority under the Constitution to safeguard and protect the  

reputation and meaning of military decorations and medals. 

As the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals recently noted in a different 

Stolen Valor Act challenge, "The Supreme Court has observed time 

and again, false statements of fact do not enjoy constitutional    

protection, except to the extent necessary to protect more valua-

ble speech. Under this principle, the Stolen Valor Act does not 

impinge on or chill protected speech, and therefore does not offend 

the First Amendment." 

The 10th Circuit recognized that the "intent to deceive" is implied 

in the Stolen Valor Act, which would mitigate against the fears of 

mass prosecutions against those who simply tell tall tales in the 

local watering hole. As that court stated, "only outright lies - not 

ideas, opinions, artistic statements, or unwitting misstatements of 

fact - are punishable under the act." 

There have always been limitations to free speech. For instance, the 

law properly recognizes prohibitions on deceptive advertising, 

fraud, impersonating a police officer, perjury and defamation. The 

Stolen Valor Act is no different than these existing limitations. 

The awarding of decorations such as the Medal of Honor is not 

subject to the vagaries of interpretation or to unintentional      

misunderstandings. Military honors are recorded in official        

documentation provided to servicemembers at the time of       

separation from military service, and they are public records. 

False claims of military heroism diminish the sacrifices of America's 

true military heroes and allow imposters to reap undeserved    

benefits that should be reserved for those who earned them. 
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LOOKING BACK—AND AHEAD 
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus 

 

A few moons back, Past Commander Jim Ivey gave 

me a copy of Post 134 roster for 1983-84.  Finger- pac-

ing through the pages was a bit of a sad journey.  Natu-

rally, it was a memory lift to see the names of       

members with whom breaking bread was a routine.  It 

was a sadness, though, to realize that of the 205 on the 

roster then, only 14 of them now grace our present  

roster.  The 14 ?  Let’s see:  John Luke, Jack Fairchild, 

James Henderson, Ed Hill, Sam Hodges, Jim Ivey, 

Alex Lorch, Harry Mahoney, Ralph Moor, Jacques 

Partain, Robert Veal, Frank Walsh III, Charles Cross, 

and Bruce Bromberg.  The others?  Post Everlasting 

claims most of them.   

The passage of 29 years will do that to a roster.  The 

aging process makes its demands.  Those left to meet 

those demands strive mightily to match departures with 

arrivals.  Each year, each Commander has struggled to 

fill the ranks through well-appointed committees, 

through personal letters to prospects, through phone 

calls to prospects, through invitations in our newsletter.  

The good efforts through these personal contacts kept 

us functioning but leaking.  Despite these 29 years of 

energetic recruiting, Post 134 now numbers roughly 

only 80 members.  

What’s happening?  Well, we aren’t running out of  

veterans. More than likely, those eligible for member-

ship in The American Legion are either non-joiners or 

currently too occupied.  Curiously, there are hundreds 

who served honorably during a period which we label 

The Cold War, but the dates don’t fit the Legion dates 

of eligibility. We can’t invite them to join us.  Our Post 

has written to National Headquarters about that       

situation but has received no reply, no recognition of 

concern.  Undaunted, the Post went further and       

constructed a resolution addressing that concern for 

presentation to the Fifth District, hoping that it would 

make its way to the Department and on to  National.  It 

did not meet  District approval.   

What lies ahead for our Post?  Are we to shrivel each 

year until extinction closes our pages?  Will we       

become so small in numbers that we can meet in a 

phone booth?   

Undue levity is not to rule the day.  Those Legion   

eligibility dates will have to be altered.  The veterans 

doing today’s work will be settling down and joining 

and leading all veterans organizations.  After all, their 

voices will be heard; their skills and talents will be 

housed and adopted.  Post 134 will survive and       

perhaps flourish.  You know why?  Well, the Preamble 

to our Legion Constitution tells us “to consecrate and 

sanctify our comradeship by our devotion to mutual 

helpfulness.” 

Page 2 

Colonel Brent Bracewell was selected to pin on Brigadier General in April 2012.  

He is a member of our post and polished speaker extraordinaire. Over the past 

year, he’s represented our post and members of the military well, as the keynote 

speaker at Georgia National Cemetery during the Memorial Day and Wreath’s 

Across America ceremonies. 

   CONGRATULATIONS 
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Editor’s Note:  The Executive Committee will be   

voting this week on using post funds to support this 

event.  We ask that you consider a personal donation 

in addition to what the post will go forward with. 

On Saturday, 31 March 2012, a Fishing for Freedom 

(F4F) event for Wounded Warriors and Gold Star 

Family Members (those mothers, fathers and spouses 

who lost a military son, daughter or spouse), will take 

place in Lake Ramona, Hiram, GA.  The 5th District, 

in conjunction with Mr. Carlis Baker, F4F event   

coordinator, will be co-sponsoring this event.  F4F 

proudly honors the wounded veterans and Gold Star 

families of the current wars by taking them out for a 

day of fishing.  For $50 you can sponsor a Wounded 

Warrior or Gold Star family member, this amount 

provides the fishing gear plus food and drinks 

throughout the event.  This unique experience allows 

FISHING FOR FREEDOM 

the participant to have fun without placing them in the 

spotlight, feeling uncomfortable or being surrounded 

by a sea of strangers, or the media.  Anyone interested 

in sponsoring one or more Wounded Warrior or Gold 

Star member or needs additional information can call 

L u i s  R o l d a n  a t  6 7 8 - 7 7 9 - 4 0 6 0  o r 

email:   lrroldan@aol.com  

Please make checks payable to: 

American Legion, Fishing for Freedom 

Mail checks to: 

American Legion                                                         

c/o Bob Proctor (F4F),                                                      

4850 Mockingbird Lane                                            

Douglasville, GA  30135 

The sacrifices our Wounded Warriors and Gold Star Family 

Members have endured, makes this a worthy cause! 
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REPRINTED FROM SEMPER FI MAGAZINE 

 

By James Walters of Post 134 

My profession as a funeral director has given me the 

honor to assist hundreds of families of veterans as well 

as those who made the supreme sacrifice by being 

killed in action. 

 

January of last year was remarkable because Jeannie, 

my wife of 42 years, and I had the opportunity to     

expose two of our grandchildren to the burial of a 

young U. S. Marine in the foothills of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains in north Georgia.  Later that year, all four of 

our grandchildren were involved in placing wreaths in 

veteran’s cemeteries in December. 

 

Lance Corporal Joseph Ryan Giese was killed in action 

6 January 2011, in Afghanistan.  The funeral home 

where I am employed was requested by the family to 

take care of the arrangements, which included visitation 

with the family at the funeral home on the day prior to 

the funeral, a service on Saturday, 15 January, at First 

Christian Church of Atlanta and, after the funeral,    

burial at Georgia National Cemetery, 35 miles north of 

Atlanta, near Canton.  The previous Sunday and    

Monday had brought a rare but beautiful six inch snow-

fall to the area, much of which was still on the ground 

on funeral day.  The funeral home had to hire a        

contractor to remove snow and ice from the church 

parking lot prior to the service.  Because it was the 

MLK holiday weekend and the cemetery could not be 

closed for burials more that two consecutive days, 

Georgia National accommodated the family with the 

committal on Saturday, which is usually closed for  

interments on weekends. 

 

After much discussion with my wife and one of our 

sons and his wife, the decision was made for Jeannie 

and me to travel with two of our grandchildren, Bailey 

and Matthew, on the trip to Canton.  It was our hope 

that, in some small way, the children could grasp some 

sense of patriotism and the meaning of sacrifice for our 

nation.  Also, I wanted them to see for themselves how 

U. S. Marines say a final goodbye to a fallen warrior. 

 

We treated the children to lunch in Canton and         

proceeded to the cemetery, some four miles west of 

town.  A friend and fellow funeral director and his son, 

David and Tyler Dunlap, also of Canton, had agreed to 

join us on this meaningful occasion.  Our son Eddie 

and his wife Angela, of Dacula, GA, had constructed 

signs for the children to hold as the over 100 vehicle 

procession made its way through the gates of this most 

hallowed place.  When the family arrived, scores of 

Patriot Guard riders were standing at attention with 

Marine Corps and American flags. On the streets 

through town and the roadways approaching the     

cemetery were many citizens holding placards with 

condolences and America flags of all sizes.  The hearse 

holding the flag draped casket of Marine Lance       

Corporal Ryan Giese, escorted by the Georgia State 

Patrol and other police vehicles from various jurisdic-

tions, slowly made its way to the cemetery entrance.  It 

could have been a scene from a Norman Rockwell 

painting entitled, “The Way America Should Be.” 

 

Everything done by the Marine Corps Honor Guard 

was conducted with absolute precision, including the 

perfect folding of the burial flag.  A large number of 

US Marines and other veterans and citizens had made 

their way to this sacred place on a holiday weekend to 

give a final salute.  Many tears fell and after the     

committal service, an uncle of the fallen Marine       

approached the children and thanked them for being 

there and holding their signs and what that meant to the 

family.  Nine year old Bailey asked him if the relatives 

would like to keep the signs and the uncle promptly 

GRANDCHILDREN HONOR A FALLEN MARINE AT HIS 

BURIAL,  AND OTHER VETERANS AT CHRISTMASTIME 

January 15, 2011©, photo by James Walters  
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escorted Matthew, Tyler and her to meet the fallen 

Marine’s father.  The family kept the signs.  My goal to 

introduce patriotism and a sense of service to the com-

munity with our grandchildren came to fruition. 

 

In September of last year, I purchased from Wreaths 

Across America a children’s wreath kit for Bailey (now 

10) and Matthew (5) and our other two grandchildren, 

Abby (9) and Andrew (6), who live with their parents, 

my son and daughter-in-law, Marty and Robyn, in Old 

Hickory, TN.  In late November, each of the youngsters 

received a box from Maine containing a coloring book 

with the story of the wreath program, a red sock hat 

with a Wreaths Across America pin and a notification 

that a freshly made green wreath with a red bow would 

be sent to a veteran’s cemetery (Georgia National for 

Bailey and Matthew, Nashville National for Abby and 

Andrew) in their area.  Their parents took them to their 

respective cemeteries for the ceremony and wreath lay-

ing.  The day held much significance and purpose for 

the children and they’re looking forward to 15 Decem-

ber of this year so that they can participate, again, in 

honoring a veteran’s grave at Christmastime. 

Another seed has been planted and, hopefully, will bear 

many rewards in the future as my grandchildren honor 

those who have worn the uniform of America. 

 

An amateur photographer and U. S. Navy veteran, 

James Walters is a funeral director at A. S. Turner & 

Sons Funeral Home and Crematory in Decatur,     

Georgia, near Atlanta.  Mr. Walters and his wife live in 

nearby Snellville and have two sons and four grandchil-

dren.  For a number of years, James has helped raise 

funds to adorn graves with wreaths at Georgia National 

Cemetery near Canton and Georgia Veterans Memorial 

Cemetery near Milledgeville.  For those desiring to 

make a donation and/or volunteer to assist with place-

ment of wreaths each December, contact : 

 

 

www.wreathsacrossamerica.org  
 

or 

 

 a veteran’s cemetery near you. 

 

January 15, 2011©, photo by James Walters  



PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 1130 - 1300 

COST $17.00 

(Call the Commander if you need help with a ride) 

First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Todd Copley  - Commander 

tcopley220@yahoo.com     404-395-6077 

 

John Kapsaroff - SVC 

kapsaroj@comcast.net       770-980-0886 

                   

   Norman Harbaugh - JVC  

nrharb@parksprings.net   678-684-3701 

 
    George Hooten 
    Victor Mahoney 
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Next Meeting — Mar 8, 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     EC 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

POST 134 

ORATORICAL WINNER 

Commander Copley presents a check to 

the winner of our oratorical contest, 

Austin Broughton.  This fine, young  

gentleman is an up and coming citizen, 

who’s efforts and knowledge of the 

Constitution are amazing and serve as an 

example for others.  Austin attended the 

February meeting and delivered his  

prepared, 8-10 minute speech, which 

had the crowd standing in ovation at the 

end.  Mr. Broughton did not win at the 

district level, however he will be      

continuing to pursue greatness with our 

sponsorship at Boys State and competing 

in the oratorical next year.  Austin some 

day hopes to be the POTUS.                          

 


