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Saturday, December, 17, 2011 11:30 AM
DRUID HILLS GOLF CLUB — 740 CLIFTON ROAD NE — RESERVATIONS REQUIRED!
All this for $50 per person / $55 per person after December 9, 2011
Make check payable to: American Legion Post 134
Mail Checks to: Bryant Roland, 190 The Prado NE, Atlanta, GA 30309

Post 134
High School
Oratorical Contest
Date: Saturday, January 28th

This is Post 134’s third year fully involved with the planning and execution of WAA at Georgia
National Cemetery. Our very own member, Col Brent Bracewell, will be the main speaker. I
urge you to make individual donations of $15 per wreath as well. Post 134 will gather in mass
for the December 10, 2011 ceremony, at noon. Mark your calendar today.
To donate online:

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/

Click on “Sponsor a Wreath” and follow directions. Do not forget to identify Georgia National Cemetery (GANCCA) or other cemetery of preference. Additionally, you should select
the sponsoring group ID: GACAP130, this will ensure your wreath(s) goes to the correct
cemetery and for every two wreaths donated, WAA will add a third wreath for free. This only
occurs when you select a sponsoring group ID.

Time: 10:00 am
Location:
The Walker School
700 Cobb Parkway
Marietta , GA
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MOANING ON THE DRONING
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus
Answar al-Awlaki is no longer
among us. This radical Muslim
cleric and imam met his end
when, toward the close of
September, a drone caught
him in his ancestral home in
Yemen where he had been
hiding and plotting. Why waste
ink on him? Well, he was a
traitor, born in the U.S. in
1971, but spent much of his
childhood and early youth in
Yemen.
He returned to
America, earned a degree in
engineering at Colorado State,
a Master‟s in education at San
Diego State, and did doctoral
studies in education at George
Washington University.
He was an excellent speaker,
able to emotionally move
non-Arabic speaking young
Muslim men. His major thrust
was motivational. Because of
his in-depth readings about
Islamic concentration on
jihadism and mujaheedism, his
emphasis on such made him

an outstanding recruiter. He
did a good job preaching on
vice and sin also, but the
fleshpots got to him and he
was arrested twice in San
Diego for soliciting prostitutes.
Ordinarily, he refused to shake
hands with a woman.
Awlaki felt the heat of the FBI
on his trail so he moved on to
England for a couple of years
and then to Yemen.
He
quickly rose in the eyes of
Al Queda as a planner. By
2009, he was a Regional
Commander and had a hand in
the operations against the U.S.
He influenced the Army doctor
who shot up Fort Hood. He
motivated some of the
plane-jackers who made 9/11
a sadness. He inspired the
underwear bomber.
The
carbomber in Times Square
was
his also.
For an
American citizen, Awlaki was a
busy enemy of his country.

It is perplexing, then, to hear
about those legal beavers here
who became concerned about
our President signing a
memorandum which permitted
covert action to rid us of Awlaki.
Instead of seeing him as an
enemy of our country in this war
with Islamic extremists, they
thought of him as an American
citizen who should have been
tried in court. These scholars
evidently didn‟t give much
thought to the infeasibility.
Capturing Awlaki in Yemen
would have been next to
impossible. It would have been
better had they thought of the
thousands of Americans who
have died because of Awlaki.
Legal wrangling may be
appealing to some, but it does
little to comfort the grieving.
Let‟s have no moaning over the
droning.

“SANTA...I WANT A RAVEN FOR CHRISTMAS”
Selling an unmanned spy drone
on eBay can net you a sweet pile
of cash—and a couple decades in
jail.
Officials say Henson Chua, 47, of
Manila, the Philippines, learned
that lesson last month when he
tried to sell a RQ-11B Raven, spy
drone online for $13,000—to
federal agents.

He allegedly sent pieces of the
4-pound, hand-launched aircraft
to the agents in exchange for
money over the course of several
months.
It is unclear how Chua acquired
the drone, which is illegal to
export from the U.S. without
proper authorization Reuters
reports that Chua faces up to 20
years in prison if convicted.
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Should The U.S. Halt The Use Of Unmanned 'Killer’ Drones'?
Con: A useful part of US strategy
By James Jay Carafano
No war can be won by defense alone. There is a
reason White House counterterrorism chief John
Brennan recently felt confident enough to declare
that al-Qaida was "on the ropes." Progress came
from taking the offensive.
A decade of strenuous effort to disrupt terrorist
sanctuaries, take out leaders, pre-empt planning
and operations, break up networks, thwart terrorist
travel and communications, and disrupt fundraising
and recruiting is paying off.
And, without question, the drone missile strikes in
Pakistan's tribal areas have helped put al-Qaida on
the defensive. Similar operations conducted against
an al-Qaida affiliate in Yemen have paid dividends
as well.
The results speak for themselves. Successful terrorist attacks on U.S. targets - both at home and overseas - have been on a continual decline since 2005.
The efficacy of drone strikes is unquestionable. As
an act of war, such strikes also meet the test of proportionality. That is: (1) they employ a level of force
consonant with the goal of the operation; (2) the attacks are not indiscriminate; and (3) the operations
take reasonable precautions to safeguard the lives
of innocents.
That said, drone strikes alone can't and won't win
this war. And a war plan built principally around
playing whack-a-mole with terrorist leaders will likely
create more problems than it solves.
That's worrisome, because under President
Obama's counterterrorism strategy, that appears to
be the path he intends to follow in fighting the long
war.
Obama has embraced a "small footprint" strategy for
overseas operations, relying primarily on Special
Forces operations, covert action and strikes with
unmanned aerial vehicles.
Without persistent presence and engagement in and
around the terrorists' home ground, the United
States will lack the real-time actionable intelligence
necessary to target terrorists effectively and to suppress insurgencies successfully.

Obama's "new and improved" strategy ignores the
real problem.
Al-Qaida is not simply another terrorist group.
Osama bin Laden's gang trained thousands of mujahidin during the 1990s and spread them throughout the Muslim world for a reason - and it wasn't just
to conduct 9/11s.
Al-Qaida seeks to co-opt or gain control of Islamist
groups around the globe. It has been building a
global insurgency. Drone strikes can be a successful tactic for hunting down the leaders of terrorist
groups, but attrition alone is counterproductive when
combating an insurgency.
Battling an Islamist insurgency requires more than
just more missile strikes.
First, it requires persistent U.S. engagement in the
world's trouble spots - not just parachuting in, lobbing a Hellfire missile at the problem and heading
for home.
America has interests around the planet. If it wants
to safeguard them and protect the homeland from
enemies who roam far from our shores, America
must commit all the resources necessary. Drone
strikes are a reasonable and efficacious part of what
must be done. But they are only a small part.
James Jay Carafano is director of the Allison Center
for Foreign Policy Studies at The Heritage Foundation.
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Should The U.S. Halt The Use Of Unmanned 'Killer’ Drones'?
Pro: They make war too easy
By John B. Quigley
President Obama approved use of drones in Libya
last spring. He said they have "unique capabilities."
A target is identified through intelligence sources.
The information is sent to the command center.
Someone sitting in front of a computer screen fires a
missile.
Drones can fly low. Gen. James Cartwright of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff explained that for Libya, their
"ability to get down lower" gave them better visibility,
thereby getting a better bead on a target. And of
course with no pilot the only risk is loss of the aircraft.
We are also now using drones in Yemen to target
insurgents. In Pakistan we have been using them
even longer.
But there is a downside. Drones, say critics, make
war too easy. If a president doesn't have to be concerned about putting our youth "in harm's way," it
becomes much easier to go to war. Congress may
lose control.
Federal law requires eventual approval by Congress
if the president gets us into "hostilities." In Libya,
when members of Congress claimed Obama was
skirting that law, he claimed we were not in
"hostilities" because we had no boots on the
ground.
The information about the whereabouts of a
"militant" may or may not be accurate. Last year the
U.N. official responsible for tracking extrajudicial
executions questioned the drone killings as arbitrary
executions. When a drone attack occurs, typically
the U.S. officials claim that those killed were
"militants," while local officials often claim that civilians were hit. Depending on whose study one believes, one can find a wide range of ratios of
"militants" to bystanders killed.
Killing with drones means killing without a trial. But
going back to the 1960s, the United States has
signed on to human rights treaties that outlaw arbitrary killing. Drone killings skirt these safeguards.
No indictment. No judge or jury. No defense.
If some other country were sending pilotless aircraft

over Nebraska to shoot and kill people they regard
as threats, the Nebraska citizenry might not be too
happy. Negative reaction to our drone attacks has
been strongest in Pakistan, where drones are regarded as a terror weapon.
The resentment generated by drones carries serious risks. Last year a man named Faisal Shahzad
stood before a judge in federal court in New York.
Shahzad was charged with parking an explosiveladen van near Times Square. Had the van exploded, as Shahzad apparently planned, hundreds
would have died. Judge Miriam Cedarbaum asked
Shahzad if he had any concern about the numbers
of innocents he might have killed.
"The drone hits in Afghanistan and Iraq," Shahzad
replied, "they don't see children, they don't see anybody. They kill everybody." Shahzad said that he
was "part of the answer to the U.S. terrorizing the
Muslim nations and the Muslim people." Our drones
may be on the cutting edge of military technology,
but in old-fashioned terms, we may be shooting ourselves in the foot.
John B. Quigley is a professor of law at The Ohio
State University
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DID GEN MATTIS PULL DUTY ON CHRISTMAS SO A MARINE
COULD BE WITH HIS FAMILY? THE RUMOR DOC IS IN
By JEFF SCHOGOL
STARS AND STRIPES

one for young Marine. I said, „OK, let me cut
through all of this: Who was the officer who slept in
that bed last night?‟

Marine Gen. James Mattis, head of U.S. Central
Command, is a tough guy. In fact, if you parachuted
him unarmed onto an island inhabited by psychotic
ninja robots, he would get more kills than famed
Scottish warrior William Wallace.

“And the Marine said, „Sir, Brigadier General
Mattis.‟” At that moment, Mattis walked around the
corner.

But one reader asked The Rumor Doctor about a
story that shows Mattis has a compassionate side
to him. The story goes that Mattis stood duty on
Christmas back when he was a brigadier general so
that a younger Marine could spend the holiday with
his family.

“So I said to him, „Jim, what are you standing the
duty for?‟ “And he said, „Sir, I looked at the duty
roster for today and there was a young major who
had it who is married and had a family; and so I‟m a
bachelor, I thought why should the major miss out
on the fun of having Christmas with his family, and
so I took the duty for him.‟ ”

Since the privilege of rank makes it extremely rare
for general officers to pull duty for their
subordinates, The Doctor was intrigued.

Never before or since has Krulak run into a general
officer standing duty on Christmas Day.

Unfortunately, Mattis was unavailable to talk. That‟s
not surprising considering revolution is sweeping
through the CENTCOM theater, putting several vital
U.S. allies at risk.

“I think it says volumes about Jim Mattis and his
leadership style,” Krulak said. “He did it very
unobtrusively. He just took the duty.”

U.S. Marine Gen. James N. Mattis, head of U.S.
Central Command, visiting Camp Leatherneck in
Afghanistan.

However, The Doctor was able to find out what
happened from retired Marine Gen. Charles Krulak,
who was commandant when the story took place.
Every Christmas during his tenure, Krulak delivered
cookies to every Marine duty post around
Washington and Quantico, Va.
Back in 1998, he was making his final delivery to
Marine Corps Combat Development Command
headquarters at Quantico when he asked the
Marine on duty who the officer of the day was.
“The young Marine said, „Sir, it‟s Brigadier General
Mattis.‟”
Krulak thought the Marine had misunderstood him,
so he asked again, but he got the same answer. “I
looked around the duty hut and in the back, there
were two cots: One for the officer of the day and

THE RUMOR DOCTOR’S DIAGNOSIS: General
Mattis once famously said he likes to shoot Taliban,
so no one is going to call him a softie. But by standing duty so that a young Marine could spend Christmas with his family, he showed you don‟t have to
be heartless to be a leader. But don‟t expect him to
pull that stuff on Presidents Day.

IN MEMORIAM—2011
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THERE WILL BE NO EXECTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OR
REGULAR SCHEDULED POST MEETING IN DECEMBER. THE
CHRISTMAS PARTY IS OUR POST MEETING.
JANUARY—NO POST MEETING
FEBRUARY 10TH—ANNUAL POST VALENTINE’S LUNCHEON
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