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Commander's Comments 

After taking sick last month, Norm 
Cooper, author of Survivor of T-Bone 
Hill, a book about former Post 134 
Commander Wiley Walter Virden, 
now deceased, has rescheduled his 
presentation to this month's October 
meeting. 

Members of the Executive Committee 
have been talking with members of 
American Legion Post 1 about the 
possibility of merging the two groups. 
Both Posts have many paid-up mem-
bers with only a core group attend 
regular meetings. The members of 
Post 1 have been invited to our Christ-
mas party to be held in December. 
Some of their members may attend 
our November meeting too. 

How does your post strengthen 
America? 

The American Legion National Exec-
utive Committee adopted three words 
in 2020 to serve as a clear and accu-
rate motto for the nation's largest vet-
erans service organization: "Veterans 
Strengthening America." A new port-
folio of media materials, including 
video, articles, images, pop-up dis-
plays and social media graphics is 
now being assembled to share with 
members, eligible veterans and the 
public what The American Legion 
means by the phrase. 

The American Legion Media & Com-
munications Division has added a Vet-
erans Strengthening America category 
to the popular Legiontown site where 

members can post stories and photos 
of their activities. The platform is easy 
to use and has convenient sharing op-
tions for social media. 

National Headquarters uses the plat-
form to learn about individuals, posts, 
districts and departments that are 
strengthening the nation by serving 
their communities and states with 
uniquely effective programs and ser-
vices. The roundup of examples is al-
so a good place for local American 
Legion posts to find ideas about pro-
grams, services and activities that can 
be replicated. 

National Headquarters looks to the 
Legiontown platform, for instance, to 
find examples of successful Buddy 
Check programs, learn about 100 
Miles for Hope achievements and see 
local flag-respect stories and images 
for the Rally Around the Flag cam-
paign, launched in 2021, to continue 
long into the future. 

Local examples may be used in na-
tional magazine articles, web treat-
ments, speeches and other promotions 
that show how The American Legion 
is composed of "Veterans Strengthen-
ing America." Visit legion.org/ legion-
town and enter your story and photo 
under the category of Veterans 
Strengthening America, or choose an-
other category, from Our World War 
II Story to Memories of Basic Train-
ing to Women Veterans and Support 
for Post-9/1 1 Veterans. 
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Editor's Comments 
The Post 134 Executive 
Committee has appointed 
SVC Herman Anderson to 
chair the speaker committee. 
Herman will be in charge of 
acquiring speakers for our 
regular membership meet-
ings beginning with Novem-
ber and extending through 
June, 2020. Any member 
who has a suggestion for a 
speaker, or wishes to present 
a program, should contact 
SVC Anderson at 
hermani @bellsouth.net  or 
770-547-7347. 



Page 2 
	

The Bugle Call Rag 

The Marine Hmmm 

The music for the U.S. Marine 
Corps Hymn was adapted from the 
Gendarmes Duet in the opera Gen-
evieve de Brabant by Jacques 
Offenbach (1819-80), a German 
born French composer. It debuted 
in Paris on 19 Nov 1859, a few 
years after Leathernecks fought from "the halls of 
Montezuma to the shores of Tripoli". The official 
Marine Corps history states that the hymn's melody 
"differs slightly" from that of Offenbach's duet. 

The opera has little to do with combat. Marie of 
Brabant, a province in what is now Belgium, was 
suspected of infidelity by her husband, Louis II, the 
Duke of Bavaria. She was tried and found guilty. On 
18 Jan 1256, she was beheaded. How "Marie" 
became "Genevieve", is vague, but hers is an 
oft-told tale, including in plays, musicals, and three 
Italian movies. Her sentence, incidentally, later was 
found to be in error. 

There are several accounts of who wrote the lyrics 
for the Marine Hymn. 

The lyrics appear unattributed in Rhymes of the 
Rookies: Sunny Side of Soldier Service, a 1917 
book of pre-World War I poetry assembled but not 
all written by W.E. Christian. The Rookies version, 
titled A Marine's Hymn, 
has five stanzas, so some 
serious editing has taken 
place between then and the 
current single-stanza ver- 
sion. 

One legend has it that the 
lyrics were written by two •  
Marines on duty in Mexico * 
who got the idea from a 	 - 
Mexican folk song. The 	 - 
Library of Congress has sheet music of the hymn, 
issued by Chart Music Publishing House. It credits 
L. Z. Phillips with the lyrics. While Phillips's birth 
year is disputed (1891 or 94), he died in 1971 in 
Birmingham, AL. 

A chart in the Discography of American Historical 
Recording shows that Phillips, once on duty at the 
Quantico, VA, Marine base, merely arranged the 
lyrics. Marine MAJ Henry C. Davis claims to have 
written part of the hymn while on duty at Camp 

Meyer (now Guantanamo Bay) in Cuba in 1911. 

Wikisource states that the hymn was copyrighted 19 
Aug 1919, but is now in the public domain. 

U.S. copyright law forbids copyrighting any work of 
the U.S. government. The Library of Congress main-
tains that the hymn was copyrighted by The Quan-
tico Leatherneck magazine, a publication started by 
off-duty Marines in 1917 with a donation from the 
YMCA. Technically that would make it not a gov-
ernment work. 

The magazine dropped "Quantico" from its title in 
1918. It was an official USMC publication from 
1920 to 1972. In 1976, it merged with the USMC 
Association. 

Marine Commandant MG Wendell Cushing Neville 
(1870-1930) authorized the hymn as the Leather-
necks' official song in 1929, thus making it the old-
est official anthem of any U.S. armed force. 

Whoever wrote, "from the halls of Montezuma to 
the shores of Tripoli" took poetic liberty with the 
historical order of things. Tripoli came first. 

President Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was fed up 
with paying tribute to rulers of Morocco, Algiers, 
Tunis, and Tripoli whose pirates terrorized ships of 
nations engaged in Mediterranean trade. By the time 
Jefferson gave his inaugural address on 04 Mar 
1801, the U.S. had paid more than $2 million in 
"protection". Prior presidents. and other nations, 

found it less 
costly to 

• - 	bribe the 
-. 	- 	 rulers than to 

• )' .! 
	 build and 

- fund navies 
' 	 - 	able to 

. 	- oppose 
• ': 	 Barbary 

Coast pirate 
-' 	 corsairs. 

In 1805, a group of seven U.S. Marines led by 
former Army officer and diplomatic agent William 
Eaton (1764-1803) boarded camels in Alexandria, 
Egypt. They partnered with Hamet Karamanli's 
Arab cavalry, rounded up some mercenary Greek 
cannoneers, and set out on a 500-mile trek across the 
Sahara Desert for Derna, a major supply depot and 
port in Tripoli (now Libya). Karamanli was entitled 

"The Marine Hrnrnrn" 
continues on Page 3 



____ was over-
thrown. This 
engagement 
inspired scar-
let stripes on 
the legs of the 
Marine dress 
uniform. 
They're 

called "blood stripes". 

One source states that the on-
ly non-Marine institution 
granted permission to use the 
Marine Hymn music is the 
University of Western Illi-
nois, home of the Fighting 
Leatherneck sports teams. 
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"The Marine Hmmm" Continued 

by birth to rule Tripoli as bashaw, but had been 
tricked out of it by his younger sibling, Yusuf. 

Even as Teddy Roosevelt's later would assign him-
self the rank of colonel in the Spanish American 
War, Eaton took up the title "general". 

The combined force attacked and defeated Derna 
from the land side, not the "shores". Nevertheless, it 
was a critical win for freedom of the seas. 

The Tripoli Monument, honoring Naval (but not 
Marine) heroes of the undeclared Barbary Coast 
War, was carved in Livorno, Italy, in 1806, brought 
to the U.S, aboard Old Ironsides, the USS Constitu-
tion and installed at the Washington Navy Yard in 
1808. It was moved to the USNA at Annapolis in 
1860 where it rests today. 

The "halls of Montezuma" refers to the 13 Sep 1847 
Battle of Chapultepec Castle in the War with 
Mexico. Actually, the castle, used at the time as a 
Mexican military academy, was built by Spanish 
colonizers some two centuries after Aztec emperor 

Montezuma 

side of a debate with Devil Dogs over who can play 
their hymn? 
Print Sn..re 

Hale, James L. The Shores of Tripoli. G.P. Putnam's 
Sons. New York, NY 2016. 

Morrison, Samuel Eliot, Commager, Henry Steele, 
and Leuchtenberg, William E. A Concise History of 
the American Republic. Oxford University Press. 
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Two interesting events for veterans are 
coming up in November 

On 06 Nov 21, United Military Care will hold a 
gathering at East Cobb Park, 3322 Roswell Road in 
Marietta to memorialize the 07 Dec 42 bombing of 
Pearl Harbor and the 09 Sep 2000 terror attacks on 
New York, Pennsylvania, and the Pentagon. The af-
fair will run from 1100 to 1500 and offer free lunch 
and dessert for all ages. There's no admission charge 
and a special area will be provided for children. 

On 13 Nov 21, an official ribbon cutting for a 
-. 	 • Vietnam Wall replica will 

take place at 1100 in the 
- veterans memorial section 

of Newtown Park (left) at 
- 3125 Old Alabama Road 

The university's website, however, reveals that their 	 in Johns Creek, GA. 
current tight song is Marc ning un 	neat me purpie I 	Admission is free. 
and gold) and bears no resemblance to the Marine 
tune or lyrics. Its alma mater, Western Loyalty, is 
not the Marine tune 	either. I 

Since the hymn is now in the public domain, suppos- 
edly anyone can use it with or without official I 

I Marine 	Be 	it 	 imagine approval. 	that as 	may, can you 40 

any person or institution willing to get on the wrong I 
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Next Regular Meeting Thursday 14 
October, 2021 at Petite Violette 
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