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2948 Clairmont Rd. NE, Atlanta 30329 
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Commander's Comments 	Boys State high school leadership 
ANN 

Post 134 enters the 2021-22 fiscal year 	 ..  
with a lot of work ahead. Our most 
serious problems are Membership and 
Meeting Attendance. We are assigned 
approximately 50 members, of which 	 1 

Inside this issue: 
11 attend meetings on a regular basis,  
15 have never attended meetings and 	 Commander's Comments I 

are unknown to the rank and file "Boys State high school 	I 

membership, and several have been 	 leadership"  

lost to death from both Covid and 
'July Speaker" 	 1-2 

natural causes. 

Five of those unknown members live 	 "Wylie Walter Virden Jr." 2-3 
 

more than 30 miles from our meeting 
place, the others will be contacted in 	Post 134 sponsored Grant Uhaffey 	

Harry Linwood Mahoney 4 

hopes we might entice them to attend 	(left) and Charles Kirk at the Amen- 	
Jr., (1926-2020) 

and increase our meeting attendance. 	can Legion's Boys State high school 	Medicare Plans Resource 

There is one new member that we 	leadership seminar 13-19 Jun 21 at 	for Veterans 

hope to see at the July meeting. 	Gordon State College in Barnesville, 
GA. 	

Meeting Info 	 4 

The Executive Committee (EXCOM) Editor's Comments 
is exploring new meeting locations  Jul Speaker 	The new Post 134 Officers 
and also the time of day the meetings 	 y Sp  

and Board members for the 
are held. Breakfast and Dinner meet-  
ings as well as keeping the Noon 	The speaker at our Post 134 member- fiscal year beginning July 1 

meetings are being considered. We 	ship meeting at noon on 08 Jul 21 will will be installed at the July 1 
b N 	Cauthor  Si would like to hear from you as to what 	e Norm Cooper, auor ourvvor EXCOM meeting by Tracey Briggs. The July EXCOM 

might help you make plans to attend 	of T-Bone Hill, a book about former  

our regular monthly meetings. 	 Post 134 Commander Wiley Walter 	
meeting will be held at 

Virden now deceased. 	
J. Christopher's Restaurant , 

You can contact me 321-427-3751 or 	
in Dunwoody. Tracey will 

jlpoulinearthlink.net  with your sug- 	The meeting will be at Petite Violette perform the installation cere- 

gestions or come to the July 8 meeting 	Restaurant, 2948 Clairmont Rd., NE mony. Tracey, is Senior 
Vice-Commander, Post 1 

at the Petite Violette Restaurant where 	Cooper placed a wreath honoring 	and Past Junior Vice- 
we will conduct a discussion. 	 Commander Virden at the Tomb of 	Commander, 5th Dis- 

We look forward to a happy and pro- 	the Unknown Soldier in Arlington 	lricl 2( )20-202 1. 

ductive year as we put the pandemic 	National Cemetery outside Washing- 
	

RENEW us. This can be done if every- 	ton, DC. A recipient of the Silver Star 

body gets fully vaccinated, 	 for heroism in the Korean War, Vird- 	11*i1Ii 
en was eligible for burial there, but MEMBERSHIPI 

James Poulin, Commander 	 elected to be interred in the Virden 

"July Speaker"  
continues on Page 2 
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July Speaker, Continued 	 sented by Norm in Wiley's honor at the Tomb of the 

family plot at Digby Cemetery near Griffin, GA. 	Unknown Soldier in 
Arlington National 

Cooper (left in photo with former Georgia Governor 	Cemetery, Washing- 

, 	

Nathan Deal), has been ajour- 	ton, D.C. 
nalist for more than 40 years, 

. 	. 	covering news, sports, and spe- 
cial events in Union County, 	cherished activities •  

He currently publishes a 	was his involvement 
. 	magazine featuring that area. 	with the American 

Cooper has appeared in more than 24 movies and tv 	Legion. Wiley was 

shows. He holds numerous awards from the National 	elected Senior Vice 

Newspaper Association, Magazine Association of 	Commander of American Legion Post 134 in 2016. 

the Southeast, Georgia Press Association, and the 	The American Legion Post 134 was celebrating its 

Georgia Sportswriters Association. 	 83rd year in northeast Atlanta. 

The Atlanta Braves honored Norm with its Commu- 	Wiley was elected as Commander of American 

nity Leader Award and he received the Beacon 	Legion Post 134 in 2018. 

Award from the Georgia School Boards Association. 	During 2019 he was serving as 
the Commander at age 90. He 

He is a member of the American Red Cross, Tn- 	was active until the month 
State Drug Free Community, Union County Anti- 	when he passed away. Wiley 
Drug Coalition, Union County Historical Society, 	invited his nephew, Norm, to an 
and the 9th District Opportunity Board. He directs 	American Legion meeting. On 
the Blairsville 5K Run and Walk and conducts black 	the ride home, Wiley drove his 
powder muzzleloader rifle and hand ax throwing 	Cadillac while Norm held the 	Wiley Virden, American 
demonstrations. 	 gavel that Wiley used to call 	Legion Commander, 

meetings to order and to ad- 	2019, age 90 

 Wiley Walter Virden Jr. 	 journ meetings. Wiley asked his 
nephew, When I am gone, would you like to have 
that gavel? Norm responded in the affirmative. 
However, after Wiley died, another person took 
possession of that gavel, depriving the nephew of 
the gavel. 

To 
1' - 	

I 	Wiley Walter Virden Jr. was honored at Arlington 
- 	

' National Cemetery on August 6, 2019. More than 
one hundred people witnessed the event. Master 
Sergeant Wiley earned the right to be buried in 

k Arlington National Cemetery in Washington, D.C., 
being a combat Veteran of the Korean War and 
having earned the Silver Star and four other medals. 

Master Sergeant Wiley Walter Vird- 
Arlington National Cemetery granted permission for 

en Jr. is an American hero for his 	
a Wreath to be placed in Wiley's honor at the Tomb 
of the Unknown Soldier to honor his military service 

of the United States Army. The Vet- 
in an official Wreath Laying Ceremony. service in time of war as a member  

erans Administration presented to 	 Norm Cooper, nephew of Wiley, coordinated the 
Norm this United States flag to hon- 	 plans for the ceremony to be held. He reported to the 
or the memory of a Wiley W. Vird- Tomb Guard Sentinels at their Quarters located at 
en Jr. 	 the Memorial Amphitheater. A military guard 

escorted Norm and stopped in position in front of 
This wreath (at the Atlanta Memorial Service, fami-  
ly gathering, and the grave site in Georgia) was pre- 	 "Wylie Walter Virden Jr." 

continues on Page 3 
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"Wylie Walter Virden Jr." Continued 

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier with Washington, 
D.C. in view. The bugler took his position. The 
wreath bearer advanced, he and Norm walked to the 
Tomb. Norm placed the wreath on the stand, then 
retuned to the military guard. A guard gave the com-
mand of Present Arms. 

All military personnel in uniform rendered the hand 
salute and civilians placed their right hand over their 
heart. The bugler sounded Taps. Soldiers who die 
while on active duty, retired members of the Armed 
Forces, and certain Veterans are eligible for burial at 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Former members of the Armed Forces who have 
been awarded the Silver Star and saw action in com-
bat can be buried there. 

On more than one occasion, Wiley and Norm dis-
cussed the subject of Wiley being buried in Arling-
ton National Cemetery. He liked the idea, however, 
he felt the cemetery was a long distance away and 
would be too far for friends and family who may 
want to visit his gravesite. Also discussed was the 
National Cemetery in Georgia, which he did consid-
er for a short time. He decided to stick to his original 
plan, that of being buried in Digby. 

Post 134 member Harry Linwood Mahoney 
Jr., (1926-2020) 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The BCR regrets printing the 
following article late, but Mr. Mahoney died during 
the Covid pandemic and we did not know until we 
were checking a new membership roster furnished 
recently by our next higher headquarters. 

Post 134 member Harry Linwood Mahoney Jr., 
(1926-2020) of Tucker, GA 
died 10 Nov 20. He was 94. 

\ native Portsmouth, 	Vir- 
ginia,, born on November 8, 
1926. While attending high 
school in Raleigh, NC, he en-
listed in the Navy in April 
1944. Harry then entered the 
Navy V-12 program at Duke 
University. From there he 

trained at Great Lakes,, IL, and Gulfport, MS. His 
first (and favorite) assignment was at the US Navy 
Receiving Station in Shoemaker, CA, while serving 

on Landing Craft Infantry 766. Next, he was as-
signed to the destroyer, USS Bronson (DD-668). 
Later he reported for duty at US Naval Air Station in 
Jacksonville, Florida. He did a two-week cruise on 
the battleship USS New Jersey in August 1947. 

After being released from active duty, Harry earned 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in foreign service 
from Georgetown University in 1951. He returned to 
Jacksonville where he met his future wife, Jean. 

They were wed in 1952 and had four sons and two 
daughters. 

Harry served more than 40 years in the Naval Re-
serve, retiring at the rank of lieutenant commander. 
He was very active in the Atlanta area with the US 
Naval Sea Cadet Corps. 

Following his retirement from the US Dept. of 
Agriculture, Harry ran his own business, Mahoney 
Awards and Engraving, out of his garage. 

His son, Richard, noted that Harry loved Post 134. It 
served as a place to swap stories and visit with 
friends. Its lunch meetings at Petite Au Berge Res-
taurant in Toco Hills Shopping Center were the 
highlights of his month. 

Harry's grave is at the Georgia National Cemetery in 
Canton, Georgia. He is survived by his loving wife 
Jean, all of his children as well as eight grandchil-
dren. 

MEDICARE PLANS RESOURCE FOR 
VETERANS 

Editor's Note: The following was written by Ron 
Elledge, Medicare consultant, published 5/21/2021 

More information to come in the August issue of the 
BCR. 

Medicare is a federal program that provides health 
coverage for older adults and some younger adults 
with disabilities. If you have VA benefits due to 
your military service, you may be wondering if it's 
worth signing up for Medicare when you already 
have access to care at VA facilities. 

For many veterans, enrolling in Medicare offers an 
extra level of protection against high out-of-pocket 
medical costs. Medicare coverage can also give you 
more flexibility when it comes to choosing the doc-
tors and hospitals that provide your care. The fol-
lowing guide explains how Medicare works with 
your VA benefits. You can view the guide here: 
https ://www.medicareplans.com/va-military-and-medicare-
benefits-resource!.  
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James Poulin - Commander 
jpouIinearthIink.net 	321-427-3751 

John Ottley - SVC 
jkottIey2gnmaiI.com  404-918-6864 

Herman Anderson— JVC 
herman I @bellsouth.net-770-547-7347 

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
FOUNDING EDITORS 

James Poulin - BCR Editor 321-427-3751 

JWNext Regular Meetin 
Thursday 08 July, 2021 

Su Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

I 	2 	3 

2019-2021 Post Officers 

Commander JamesPoulin 	 Finance—Bryant Roland* 

Sr Vice Commander JohnOttley 	 Adjutant—Mike E. Fallaize. Sr.*  

Jr Vice Commander HermanAnderson 	Historian—Walter C. Conway * 

Chaplain—J.R. McAlilev 	 Service Officer - Larry Robert 

Executive Committee Members 

John Ottley* (2021-2022) 

Arnold Wall*  (2018-2023) 

Fred Viele*  (2018-2023) 

Albert Alberghini*  (2021-2023) 

Dave Mason (2019-2022) 

Sam Steger*  (Ex-Offico Member) 

* Past Commanders 
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II 	12 	13 	14 	15 	16 	17 

18 19 20 	21 	22 23 24 	 Next Executive Committee Meeting 
Thursday 01 July, 2021  

25 26 27 	28 	29 30 31 	
at J Christopher's, Dunwoody 
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