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June Meeting at Dreamland Barbecue
Resturant in Roswell
Commander's Comments
As we finally emerge from this past
year of pandemic disruption, Post
134's Executive Committee has
declared that we will resume our
Members monthly meeting in June.
An announcement of the date, time
and location will be forthcoming.
Upon completing my term as
Commander, I wish to congratulate
and welcome the newly to be elected
Commander, Senior ViceCommander, and Junior ViceCommander for the 2021-2022 year.
We look forward to the election of
these important Officers. Our goal to
install the electees at our Members
monthly meeting in July.
I am most grateful for having had the
opportunity to serve as Post 134 Commander and am most grateful for all
the support and encouragement
received. I look forward to continuing
to work and support our goals and
activities. May God continue to bless
Post 134.
Walter Conway, Commander
OUMIrief and Lesser Known
cific Theater Ally
If you sat down to list America's
fighting allies in World War II, chances are slim that you would include
Mexico.
That thought might have occurred to
General George Churchill Kenney
(1889-1977) (left) on 01 May 45 when
he was asked to greet COL Colonel
P. A. Antonio Cárdenas Rodriguez at
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the port of Manilla in the Philippines.
Kenney, Allied southwest
Pacific air boss, was told
that COL Rodriguez was
bringing with him the Aztec
Eagles, a squadron of Mexican fighter pilots and mechanics-284 personnel in all.'
Kenney took Rodriguez to meet General Douglas MacArthur, commanding
Allied forces in the southwest Pacific.
After that, Kenney sent the Mexicans
to Clark Field and placed them under
the command of BG Fred Harrison
Smith (1908-1980) who led the U.S.
Fifth Fighter Command.
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Our Brief and Lesser Known Pacific
Theater Ally" Continued

Douglas SBD Dauntless dive bomber, but without
the tailhook. No enemy submarine encounters were
reported.

,

and "
SS Jose Reyes Sosa, sent to the bottom 27 Jun
42. The Portrero del Llano sinking led Mexico to
declare war on the Axis

Print Sources
Kenney, Gen. George C. General Kenney Reports. Office of Air Force History.
Washington, DC. 1987

powers on 29 May 42.

Green, William and Fricker, John. The Air Forces of the World. Hanover
House. New York, NY. 1958

Beginning in July, 1944, The Aztec Eagles—more
formally Grupo de Comando, Escuadrón 201—underwent
training at various U.S. bases,
including Majors Field, an Army airfield in Greenville, TX.
On 23 Feb 45, Mexico's Under
Secretary of National Defense, General Francisco L.
Urquizo, reviewed the trainees and deemed them fit
for aerial combat.
Due to their fluency in Spanish, the Mexican government suggested that the Eagles be sent into action
in the Philippines. Germany having surrendered 07
May 45, the Philippines were about the only Spanish
speaking territory still partially controlled by enemy
forces.
Accordingly, the Eagles left San Francisco aboard
the U.S. Navy transport Fairisle on 27 Mar
* 45 and arrived in Manilla 30
Apr 45. BG Smith set them up
at Camp Porac, Pampanga, in
the Clark Field complex on the
island of Luzon. They became part of the 58th Fighter Group.

The Mexican Expeditionary Air Force in World War II, a research paper by
LTC Jose G. Vega Rivera, presented to the U.S. Air War College in March,
1997
Website Sources
Encyclopedia Britannica
History Channel
Thoughtco
Wikipedia

'One source states the total was 303.
source states only two tankers were sunk
source puts the total at seven.

ik

hy We Wore the Uniform"

1

EDITOR'S NOTE The following column appeared in the Wall Street
Journal and has been edited for the BCR. The author is a retired Army
LTG, and is now a senior fellow at Stanford University's Hoover
Institution.

By H.R. McMaster
Today, fewer and fewer Americans are members of
our country's all-volunteer professional military.
This is consequential.
In a Democracy, if citizens don't understand the military, they won't support the policies and investment
of public funds necessary for their nation's security.

Although the Mexican government had wanted the
Eagles' aircraft to bear Mexican livery, photos of
their 25 ships show them with U.S. military insignia.

We should consider what compels service members
to act courageously, endure hardships, take risks,
and make sacrifices. Americans who have not worn
the uniform can imagine the hardships associated
with military service, such as long separations from
family or working under arduous conditions.

Beginning in June, 1945, the Eagles flew 59 combat
missions over the islands of Luzon and Formosa
(now Taiwan) prior to the Japan's surrender 15 Aug
45. Apparently, these missions were in support of
ground troops in that no records of their downing
Japanese aircraft could be found. Five of its pilots3
were KIA in accidents.

There are, however, less tangible rewards of service.
One example is being part of a community which
sustains itself through ethics that bind warriors to
one another. They subscribe to a covenant based on
honor, duty, courage, loyalty, and service before
self An effective military unit is like a family in
which the man or woman next to you is willing to

After the war, the surviving Eagles returned to Mexico and were honored at a victory parade in Mexico
City on 18 Nov 45.
One source states that Mexico flew anti-submarine
patrols off its coasts during WWII in 12 Vought Sikorsky 052U-1 Kingfisher floatplanes and 30 Douglas A-2413s, a land-based version of our Navy's

2One
3One

'

We Wore the Unform
continues on Page 3

I

To

Page

"Why We Wore the Uniform" Continued
give everything—including his or her life, for you
Many veterans miss their military families when
they rejoin civilian life. What a returning soldier
wants most when retuning to civilian life is a community to whom his experience matters.
Another reward is a veteran's pride in having shown
courage and compassion. American veterans are
both warriors and humanitarians because they engage enemies which are a threat to civilized peoples.
Younger veterans have engaged enemies who use a
perverted interpretation of religion to promote hatred
and violence against innocents.
Veterans Day offers a chance to express gratitude
for the sacrifices of American warriors. It's also an
opportunity to welcome veterans into our communities and encourage them to join recognized veterans
service organizations such as The American Legion.
American veterans on the whole look down on bigotry, racism, and other forms of intolerance and prejudice. They want the civilian community to be
bound in a sense of common purpose, mutual respect, and willingness to sacrifice. They want to
share their sense of national purpose which transcends political or social differences.
They want everyone to share their pride in and loyalty to the republic for which they sacrificed to preserve.

Executive Committee (EXCOM) Meetin
Minutes for April 2021
Editor's Note.
The Executive Committee meets each month on the second
Thursday. The April meeting is the first EXCOM meeting
since March of 2020 due to the Covid-19 Pandemic.

At the Post 134 Executive Committee's April meeting, Commander Walt Conway expressed gratitude
to Adjutant Mike Fallaize and Senior Vice Commander James Poulin for persevering on their assignments throughout the Covid-19 pandemic. He
also spoke in remembrance of deceased Junior Vice
Commander Carl Pirkle.
Financial Officer Bryant Roland reported that, for
the nine months of the current fiscal year ending 31
Mar 21, income was $1,286 and expenses $77. Total
assets were $22,251.

The Bugle Call Rag
It was noted that former Adjutant Sam Steger is
suffering from a medical condition.
A proposal to conduct a high school youth essay
contest to replace the traditional oratorical contest
was tabled due to time lost during the Ciovid-19
pandemic.
The committee voted to allocate funds to support up
to five candidates for the Legion's Boys State leadership seminar in June for rising high school seniors.
Regular post membership meetings will resume at
noon on Thursday, 10 Jun 21. The site will be
Dreamland Barbecue Restaurant at 1730 Alpharetta
Highway in Roswell. There will be no official
speaker. The meeting will be primarily an opportunity for the members to reacquaint with one another
after the long Covid-19 hiatus.
Nominations were considered for officers to serve
the post during the 2021-22 Legion year. A partial
slate was approved with the balance of the ticket to
be determined.
Commander Conway announced that:
The Legion's state convention will be held 24-27
Jun 21 at the Gwinnett Place Sonesta.
The Legion's 5th District meeting was held on 16
May 21 at Post 294 in Powder Springs.

Dreamland Barbecue Resturant
Dreamland is located on Alpharetta Highway near
the Mansell Road intersection, 10730 Alpharetta
Highway, Roswell, Ga. 30076, telephone (678) 3527999.
Directions: When approaching from the South,
take GA-140 to West/Holcomb Bridge
Rd in Roswell. Take exit 7B from US-19 N.
Editor's Note:
I wanted to try out the new venue and had lunch at
the Dreamland Restaurant. It has a typical barbecue
menu, the food is good and the prices are reasonable
and typical of this type of service. I ordered the
pulled pork plate with two sides. The pork came out
dry and a cup of BBQ sauce was provided. This
restaurant has been around for a long time and is a
staple of Roswell.
During our June meeting, we will order from the
menu so we each can enjoy our favorite barbecue
dish.
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George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
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Jr Vice Commander—Vacant finr Carl Pirkle)
Chaplain—JR. McAliley

Service Officer

- Larry Robert

Arnold Wall* (2018-2021)

Fred Viele* (2018-2021)

Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022)
Phil Mathis* (2017-2020)

Chuck Speight (2017-2020)

James Poulin (2016-2019)
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Herman Anderson (2019-2022)

John Ottley* (2017-2020)

Sam Steger* (Ex-Offico Member)

Next Regular Meeting
Thursday 10 June, 2021
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Finance—Bryant Roland*
Adjutant—Mike Fallaize*
Historian Al Alberghini*
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Carl Pirkie -JVC
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James Poulin -BCR Editor
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Next Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday 03 June, 2021.
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