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- December Meeting Cancelled 
and for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic 

Commander's Comments 

Christmas Greetings 
We are about to celebrate the most 
joyous of holidays, Christmas. While 
certainly a Christian celebration of the 
birth of Christ, today the festival of 
Christmas goes beyond the boundary 
of Christian religious observance. All 
over the world Christmas in one form 
of another is celebrated by Christians 
and non-Christians alike. 

This is probably due to the joy it 
brings, the desire to share, show kind-
ness and love, and help the less fortu-
nate. There is an air of puffing aside 
our differences and finding common 
happiness and spreading good cheer. I 
read somewhere that even in the depth 
of trench warfare during World War I, 
opposing sides paused to share 
yuletide friendliness. 

No doubt, notwithstanding our current 
struggle adjusting to Covid- 19, we are 
looking forward to celebrating this 
holiday season communicating 
(maybe via Zoom) with family and 
friends, decorating our home and 
Christmas tree, shopping for gifts, 
especially toys and gifts for children 
and enjoying preparing and eating 
Christmas dinner with all of the trim-
mings. (I sure hope Santa decides that 
I've been a good boy this year!). 
Finally, I want to take this opportunity 
to wish all my fellow Legionnaires of 
Fulton County Post 134, all veterans 
and their families a very Merry 
Christmas and most certainly a Joyous 
New Year. 
God Bless and Love to all. 
Walter Conway, Commander 

"In Memoria—Linwood Mahoney" 

Harry Linwood Mahoney 
Jr., 94, of Tucker, Georgia 
passed away early in the 
morning of November 10, 
2020. 

Harry was 
born in Ports- 

mouth, Virginia on No- 
vember 8, 1926. While 	- 
attending high school in 
Raleigh, North Carolina 
he enlisted in the Navy in 
April 1944. Harry was then entered 
into the Navy V-12 program at Duke 
University. From there he trained at 
Great Lakes, Illinois, and Gulfport, 
Mississippi. His first and favorite as-
signment was at the US Navy Receiv-
ing Station in Shoemaker. California, 
serving on LCI 766. Next, Harry 
served on the USS Bronson (DD-668) 
June & July 1946 and was then as-
signed to USNAS, Jacksonville, Flori-
da. He did a two-week cruise on the 
USS New Jersey in August 1947. 

After his enlistment, Harry earned a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Foreign 
Service from Georgetown Univesity in 
1951. He returned to Jacksonville 
where he met his future wife, Jean. 
They were wed in 1952 and went on 
to have four sons and two daughters. 

Harry served over 40 years in the 
United States Naval Reserve, which 
culminated with the rank of Lieuten-
ant Commander. He was very active 
in the Atlanta area with the US Naval 
Sea Cadet Corps. Following his retire-
ment from his garage, Mahoney 
Awards and Engraving. 
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Editor's Comments 
This has been an exceptional 
year with many disappoint-
ments and losses. I suffered 
the loss of my wife of 49 
years in early September 
which has left me in a bad 
place. I am trying to keep on 
with commitments like this 
newsletter. I apologize for 
it's lateness and we did not 
have enough material for a 
full 4 page issue. The loss of 
our two members is also dis-
tressing but all three losses 
were NOT due to the 
Covid- 19 epidemic. 

Commander Asbeny would 
like a report on how many of 
our Members may have 
contracted COVID 19. 
Please contact me by email 
if you have or members of 
your family have contracted 
COVD 19. Also, if a mem-
ber is aware of any veteran 
or veteran's family in need 
of assistance due to Covid-
19. Contact me at 

"th Memoña" 
conhinKes on Page 2 
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"In Menioria-Linwood Mahoney", Continued 

his garage, Mahoney Awards and Engraving 

Harry loved his American Legion post and it served 
as a place to swap stories and visit with friends. The 
lunches at Petite Au Berge were the highlights of 
each month. 

Harry is interned at the Georgia National Cemetery 
in Canton, Georgia. He is survived by his loving 
wife Jean, all of his children as well as eight grand-
children. 

In Memoria - James Rawls Ivey" 

E 	
Past Commander James Rawls Ivey, Jr., 
died 21 Nov 20 at age 97. A native of 
Milner, GA, Jim grew up during the 
Great Depression and graduated from 
high school with only 19 classmates. He 

- entered Gordon Military College in 
Barnesville, GA hoping for an appoint- 
ment to West Point, That was not to 

happen because he was color blind. He transferred to 
Georgia Tech in the co-op program which allowed 
students to attend school part-time while working to 
earn their tuition. When Pearl Harbor was bombed 
07 Dec 41, Jim was in the "work phase" at Tech. He 
joined the enlisted reserve which would allow him 
to continue at Tech. 

In the spring of 1943, however, Jim was called to 
active duty and assigned to the Aberdeen Proving 
Ground in Maryland where he trained in bomb dis-
posal. He then was assigned to Papua New Guinea 
with Bomb Disposal Squad 177 to explode ammuni-
tion and bombs in which had become unserviceable 
due to tropic conditions. The noise disturbed patients 
in a nearby hospital which asked Jim to hold it 
down. 

His next assignment was disposing former Japanese 
munitions near Manila in the Philippines. There 
were such large quantities that, on occasion, his 
team just loaded trucks with bad ammo and drove 
them into Manila Bay. Near Leyte Gulf, enterprising 
locals drilled the explosive cores out of captured 
Japanese bombs and used them for "fishing". 
Anticipating the invasion of mainland Japan, Jim 
and his men were issued winter clothing. Just then a 

soldier with a short-wave radio rushed in and said 
the war was over. Japan had surrendered after the 
second atomic weapon was dropped on Nagasaki on 
09 Aug 45. Ironically, Jim went to Japan anyway. 
His job: disarming bombs And dismantling military 
manufacturing. 

In 1947, he was released from active duty in the 
grade of captain and returned to Tech as a junior. 
While working toward his engineering degree, Jim 
met his future wife, Charlotte. They were married 24 
Nov 48. He told an I interviewer that his grades im-
proved after the wedding. 
Call Your Legion Buddies during the Holidays 
As COVID- 19 cases rise and the holidays approach, 

"Buddy Check" 

The American Legion is encouraging members to 
participate in the Buddy Check Program to assist 
veterans coping with mental health and well-being 
challenges. 

The nation's largest veterans organization is also 
urging Congress to pass the Buddy Check Week bill 
which will make wellness checks a national priority 
for the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

With military suicides up 20 percent over this time 
last year, Legionnaires are urged to make check-in 
calls to at-risk veterans across the nation and offer 
support and access to wellness programs into the 
winter months ahead. 

Veterans can be at particular risk for depression and 
suicide around the holidays, and many are dispro-
portionately hard-hit by the pandemic due to age, 
chronic health issues, post-traumatic stress disorder 
and isolation. The Buddy Check Program is 
designed to give Legionnaires the tools to make 
contact, engage in conversation, assess risks and 
direct veterans in need to the appropriate services. 

"The American Legion knows from 100 years of 
experience that it's veteran-to-veteran contact that 
can make the difference for someone in a crisis 
situation," says James W. "Bill" Oxford, national 
commander of The American Legion. "So, we're 
putting some muscle behind this effort and giving 

"Buddy Check" continues on Page 3 
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our members the tools they need to reach out to 
fellow veterans in their hometowns who may be 
hard hit by the triple whammy of the pandemic, 
isolation and the holidays." 

"Veterans are in crisis, and we need Congress' help 
to take this program to the next level and stern the 
tide of suicide among our nation's veterans," Oxford 
said. "We need all hands on deck and all boots on 
the ground to fight for our nation's veterans, just like 
they fought for us." 
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