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Fellow Post 134 Legionnaires I hope 
the best for you and your families in 
these continuing Covid-19 times. 
Please continue to keep safe and 
follow health guidelines. 
As a reminder, Covid-19 testing sites 
are more readily available now. In 
Fulton County testing is now available 
to all residents regardless of symp-
toms or risk factors. To find a testing 
site you can check online at https:II 
www.coreresponse.org/covid19-
atlanta . The Georgia Department of 
Health also lists sites for testing. 
While we continue to endure before 
we can have meetings again, let us 
remember to renew our membership 
dues for 2021. 
Regards and keep safe 
Walter Conway, Commander Post 134 

"Juneteenth": Right Celebra- 
tion, but Wrong Day? 

What if America created a federal 
holiday memorializing an event, but 
legislated it on the wrong date? That 
could be forthcoming. 

The day in question is "Juneteenth". 
In popular, but historically questiona-
ble folklore, June 19, 1865, has been 
celebrated for 155 years as "the end of 
slavery" in America, but was it? 

The idea traces back to a Union 
officer's statement after the Battle of 
Palmito Ranch (12-13 May 1865) on 
the banks of the Rio Grande River east 
of Brownsville, TX. 

Union COL Theodore H. Barrett 
(1834-1900), newly 

- 	assigned to command an 
- 	all-black unit, and never 

having been in combat, 
ordered an attack on a - 	
Confederate camp 
near Fort Brown, TX. 
His Union soldiers cap-

tured a few prisoners. The following 
day, however, Confederate COL John 
Salmon "Rip" Ford (1824-93), (left) 
commanding the Rio Grande Military 
District, counterattacked near Palmito 
Ranch in Cameron County, TX. The 
battle resulted in a Union defeat. 

On 26 May 1865 COL Ford and his 
superior, LTG Edmund Kirby Smith 
(18 15-97), agreed to a truce with 
Union MG Edward Richard Sprigg 
Canby (1817-73), commander of the 
(federal) Department of New Mexico. 
This effectively ended Confederate 
resistance in Texas and, for all intents 
and purposes, slavery. 

LTG Phillip Henry Sheridan (183 1- 
88), commander of the 	 -- 
Military Division of 
the Southwest since 17 
May 1865, assigned 
MG Gordon Granger 
(1821-76) (right) to 
command the Department of Texas 
on 10 Jun 1865. 
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Editor's Comments 
Many thanks to John Ottley 
for providing the 
"Juneteenth": Right Celebra-
tion, but Wrong Day? 
Article. I found it very 
enlightening and not 
exactly what I was taught in 
school. It is important to get 
it right. Growing up in 
Wyoming, I had never heard 
of this holiday until this 
year, 

The author acknowledges 
that anyone can select any 
date he wishes, name it 
whatever he chooses, and 
celebrate it in any fashion he 
wishes. 

July Meeting Cancelled 
and for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic 

Commander's Comments 

Granger arrived in Galveston, TX, 	Janes Poulin, Editor 
with 2000 federal troops on 18 Jun 
1865. On the following day, 
"Juneteenth", from the steps of Ashton 
Villa, 	F 

": Right Celebration, but Wrong Day? continues on Page 2 
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"Juneteenth": Right Celebration, but 
Wrong Day? 

Granger read Federal Order #3 which declared, 
somewhat tardily, that all in Texas who had been 
slaves were then free. 

This declaration gave origin to the "Juneteenth" 
celebration which some believe marked the end of 
slavery in the U.S. 

Granger also declared that the Civil War was over. 
Problem: it wasn't. One Confederate general in the 
western theater hadn't surrendered. 

He was BG Stand Watie, (right) a native Cherokee, 
born in Calhoun, GA, in 1806. His 
tribal name was Degatawa. 

At the outbreak of the Civil War in 
1861, he organized a native Amer-
ican cavalry unit, the 1st Cherokee 
Mounted Rifles. Appointed its 
commanding colonel, he would, in 
1864, become the only native American to reach the 
grade of brigadier general in the 	Confederate ar- 
my during the war. His men participated in the bat-
tles of Wilson's Creek and Pea Ridge as well as in 
lesser-known operations. 

Watie (1806-7 1) didn't concede until 23 Jun 1865, 
five days after Granger announced, gratuitously, as 
it would turn out, that the war was "over". 

Watie surrendered to Union Army LTC Asa 
Carrington Matthews (1833-1908) in Doaksville, a 
town in the Choctaw Nation (now the state of 
Oklahoma). 

Like many prominent native Americans of the time, 
Watie owned slaves. Thus, it is reasonable to 
conclude that slavery did not end in America until 
23 Jun 1865. 

Or, as we shall see, perhaps even later. 

Even after Watie' s concession, a small band of Con-
federate navy sailors contin-
ued hostile action. This was 
the crew of the Confederate 
States Ship Shenandoah, a 
former British vessel bought 
in 1864 by the Rebel govern- 

ment and refitted as a raider. It 	continued terror- 
izing commercial ships in the Bering Sea until 03 
Aug 1865, when its skipper, LCDR James Iredell 

Waddell (1824-86) learned of Kirby Smith's surren-
der. The ship made its way to Liverpool, England, 
where it furled its giant Confederate flag for the last 
time on 06 Nov 1865. 

This may come as a surprise to armchair historians 
who think the war concluded when Confederate 
General Robert Edward Lee (1807-70) capitulated to 
Union General of the Army Ulysses S. Grant (1822-
85) at Appomattox Courthouse, VA, on 09 Apr 
1865. Technically, Lee surrendered only the 28,000 
surviving troops of his Army of Northern Virginia. 

Some historians contend that the war ended with the 
10 May 1865 capture of fleeing Confederate Presi-
dent Jefferson Finis Davis (1808-89) in Irwinville, 
GA. (An apt middle name, as it would turn out.) 

The theory goes that Davis's capture ended the Con-
federacy and thus the war and, with it, de jure 
slavery. Actually, Davis had convened the final 
meeting of his cabinet on 05 May 1865 in Washing-
ton, GA. There a motion to dissolve the Confederacy 
passed. 

The 13th Amendment to the Constitution—ratified 
06 Dec 1865--outlawed slavery in the U.S. 

If a war is not over until someone in high authority 
says it is, the Civil War didn't end until 02 Apr 1866 
when President Andrew Johnson (1808-75) 
proclaimed that the insurrection had ceased in all 
former Confederate states except Texas. The Lone 
Star state had not yet formed a state government. 

Johnson, (below) vice president at the time of 
Lincoln's 15 Apr 1865 assas-
sination, had been sworn in 
quickly thereafter as our 17th 
president. On 20 Aug 1866, 
he issued a final proclamation 
that the war was over after 

the Texas state government had been perfected. 

Many a schoolboy might offer that slavery ended in 
America with the 22 Sep 1862 signing of The Eman-
cipation Proclamation (Proclamation 95) by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln (1809-65). The proclamation, 
which took effect 01 Jan 1863, applied only to 
slaves in those Confederate states (or portions of 
those states) which had by then come back under 
federal control. 

In fairness, it must be noted that a Union Army 
native American officer also achieved the rank of 

"Juneteenth ": Right Celebration, but Wrong Day? continues on Page 3 
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"Juneteenth": Right Celebration, but 
• Wrong Day? Continued. 

general, although not until after the 
Civil War. 

He was Ely Samuel Parker (Seneca 
tribal name Hasanoanda). As a lieuten- 
ant colonel, he served as adjutant and 
secretary to Grant. Reportedly, Parker 
was instrumental in drafting the surrender terms 
which Lee signed at Appomattox. 

Parker (1828-95) appears in several illustrations 
depicting the surrender conference. He was accorded 
the brevet (temporary) rank of brigadier general on 
02 Mar 1867. 

So, when did slavery end in America? The reader 
may choose among several possible dates, none of 
which, however, would be "Juneteenth". 

Invasion Welmost Forgot 

In the early phase of World War II, with Germany 
and Japan gobbling up nations right and left in 
Europe and the Pacific, one 1940 invasion almost 
slipped under history's radar. It was that of Iceland 
by Britain. 

After Denmark fell to Der Fuhrer in April, 1940, 
Britain feared 

- 	- that Iceland 
.I 	would be next. 

German naval - and air assets 
on Iceland 

would have created an intolerable threat" to the 
north Atlantic convoys on which Britain so vitally 
depended. 

After imposing rigid controls on Iceland's exports to 
the Third Reich, Britain tried diplomacy. She 
offered cooperation with neutral Iceland, asked for a 
declaration of alliance with the UK, and promised to 
help Iceland maintain its independence. Admittedly, 
defense installations would be built, and forces sta-
tioned, there. Iceland, an independent kingdom since 
1918, said no. 

On 06 May 40, British First Lord of the Admiralty 
Sir Winston Leonard Spencer- Churchill (1864-
1965) told the War Cabinet, "If we further negotiate 
(with Iceland), Germany may hear of it and move 
first." The cabinet approved an invasion, titled 

"Operation Fork". 

A unit of 746 Royal Marines was hustled to the port 
at Glenoch, Scotland, so quickly that some men 
were not able to zero their weapons. They were has-
tened aboard two cruisers--HMS Berwick and Glas-
gow--in such a rush that considerable equipment 
was left on the pier. The cruisers put to sea at 0400 
hours on 08 May 40. 

Resistance, if any, was expected from German resi-
dents and/or consul staff and the 60-man Iceland Po-
lice Department. 

At 0147 hours on 10 May 40, Berwick launched a 
single-engine Super-
marine Walrus am-
phibious biplane to 
scout the Reykjavik 
area for U-boats. Any 
lurking there would 

seriously impede the Marines' embarkation. 

The pilot was told to strictly avoid flying over Rey-
kjavik which he then proceeded to do, circling it 
several times. Iceland had no air force, so the noise 
awakened a number of persons including Einar 
Arnalds, the police chief He thought the plane was 
from a British warship bringing a new consul. It is 
not recorded why Einar figured the consul would 
arrive at such an ungodly hour and with no welcom-
ing ceremony. 

At 0340 hours, one of Einar's officers saw a fleet 
approaching the harbor. He called the chief because 
existing neutrality laws did not permit foreign ships 
to land or planes to fly over. Deciding the fleet was 
British and that this problem was way above his pay 
grade, Einar phoned the foreign ministry. Whoever 
was on duty told him to go out there and warn the 
commander he was about to violate Iceland's 
neutrality. 

Einar arranged to be rowed out to 
HMS Fearless, a destroyer which 
was ferrying some 400 mostly 
seasick Marines to shore. The 
captain refused to see him. 

By the time Einar returned, a 
crowd had gathered at the docks 
to see what was going on. British 
Consul Charles Smith asked 
Einar, "Would you mind moving the crowd back so 
that the soldiers can land?" Impressed by Smith's 

The Friendly Invasion We Almost Forgot... Continued on Page 4 
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courtesy, Einar replied, "Certainly." 

High on the Marines' to-do list was reaching the 
German consulate before it could flash word to 
Adolph Hitler (1889-1945) that the British had land-
ed. The commander knocked on the door. German 
Consul Dr. Werner Gerlach (1891-1963) opened it 
and protested that Iceland's neutrality was being 
breached. The Marine wryly noted that Denmark 
also had been neutral. 

In both instances, geography overruled neutrality 

That evening the Icelandic government protested to 
the world that its neutrality had been flagrantly vio-
lated and its independence infringed. 

On 17 May 40, some 4,000 Canadian troops arrived 
to relieve the Royal Marines. 

Highlighting for America the importance of Iceland 
was the 31 Oct 41 sinking 
of the destroyer US  Reu-
ben James (DD 245) by 

- 	- - 	 Germany's U-552 as 
James neared Reykjavik. 
She was the first U.S. Na- 
vy ship sunk by hostile 
action in the European 

Theater of War. James was helping escort Convoy 
HX 156 which steamed out of Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
on 22 Oct 41 bound for Liverpool. James, which 
lost 100 of its 143-man crew, was to shepherd the 
convoy to Iceland where Royal Navy ships would 
take over for the last leg to Liverpool. 

In early June, 1942, U.S. President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt (1882-1945) decided to occupy Iceland 
although the U.S. was not in a declared war. His 
chief of naval operations, Admiral Harold Rainsford 
"Betty" Stark (1880-1972), described it as 
"practically an act of war". 

According to Jonathan Dimbleby, Roosevelt rea-
soned that, if he did not act then, Hitler might beat 
him to the draw. Jumping off from Norway to in-
vade Iceland, Germany could further imperil the 
already dicey north Atlantic convoy routes. 

Yes, Iceland already was occupied by Britain, but 
the President knew that putting U.S. troops on Ice-
land would signal his commitment to Churchill. 
FDR believed he could sell the idea to the American 
people as an act of defense against Nazi aggression. 

The Bugle Call Rag 

On 07 Jul 41, In accordance with Roosevelt's deci-
sion--but still five months prior to America's 11 Dec 
41 declaration of war on Germany--the U.S. under-
took the defense of Iceland in place of Britain. 

The 194 officers and 3,714 enlisted of the 1st Provi-
sional Brigade, USMC, 
began coming ashore in 
Reykjavik on 08 Jul 41. 
The landing was completed 
12 Jul 14. Later the brigade 
was replaced by U.S. Army 
personnel. After the 07 Dec 

in 
41 Pearl Harbor attack, and 

before the war's end, American forces in Iceland 
grew to more than 30,000, constituting about 25% of 
the island's population. 

Were they glad to see us? 

Churchill had claimed that Britain's invasion of 
Iceland "enjoyed the concurrence of its people". 
That was a stretch. The islanders hadn't been 
warned in advance and protested the invasion furi-
ously, going so far as to compare it with Hitler's 
running roughshod over Europe. 

Dimbleby notes that, while the island underwent an 
economic revival during its occupation, many citi-
zens felt a loss of sovereignty. 

As was somewhat the case during the 1943-44 pre-
D-Day buildup of American troops in the UK, histo-
rians say there was considerable social upheaval in 
Iceland. What else might one expect of lonely GIs 
almost 3600 miles from home? Foreign soldiers 
reportedly sired some 332 children during the occu-
pation. 

On 17 Jun 44, Iceland voted to become an independ-
ent republic and, in 1944, was 
a founding member of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation. In October, 1946, the 
U.S. and Iceland agreed that 
the U.S. need no longer guar- 

antee the island's defense. 

In 2018, Iceland was "invaded" by 2.8 million per-
sons. This time, however, they were most welcomed 
tourists. In recent years, he island was among the top 
50 destinations of U.S. tourists traveling overseas 
until the failure of Iceland's airline and the Corona-
virus hysteria cut deeply into those figures. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The following is an 
excerpt from the history of our post 

written by our former historian, CAPT 
William H. Baker, USNR (Ret). 

Atlanta's first Legion post, chartered 18 Jun 
19, was named for LT Charles D. Montgom-
ery, a casualty of World War I. 

In 1933, a group of members of American 
Legion Post #1 decided--for reasons 
unrecorded, to form a separate post. 

They were led by Frank Keinpton, son of the 
Fulton County Daily Reporter's founder, and 
Elbert Parr Tuttle, prominent attorney and 
future Army Reserve brigadier. 

These men outlined a distinct set of guide-
lines, including preserving the comradeship 
of World War I, abstaining from petty 
politics, and fostering patriotism. 

Eleven veterans attended the first organiza-
tional meeting at the Piedmont Hotel on 25 
Apr 33. The Piedmont, which opened 15 Jan 
03, occupied an entire block of downtown 
Atlanta between Luckie, Forsyth, Peachtree, 
and Broad streets. 

Named temporary chairman of the new post 
was Trammel Scott, a major in WWI and 
minor league baseball standout. Tom Cornell 
was designated secretary. 

Tasked with drafting a constitution and 
bylaws were James Bankston, Keinpton, and 
Fonville McWhorter, a major in WWI, 
assistant cashier of Central Bank & Trust. 

McWhorter previously had served as marshal 
of the day in a 1922 citywide celebration 
honoring the visit of French Marshal Ferdi-
nand Foch, commander in chief of Allied 
armies in France. 

Those present at the organizational session 
were asked to bring additional candidates for 
membership to the next meeting. 

The second organizational meeting was at 
the Piedmont on 03 May 33. Some 25 
potential members were present. Contrary to 
the tradition of naming Legion posts for 
World War I soldiers, these men chose the 
name, "Fulton County Post". Two days later, 
the group applied for a charter from the 
Legion's national headquarters in Indianapo-
lis. It was granted 21 May 33, designating it 
Fulton County Post 134. There were 38 char-
ter members of the new post. 

Post 134's first meeting opened at 1830 
hours on 24 May 33 in The Lawyers Club 
located in the Citizens and Southern National 
Bank Building at 50 Broad Street. 

Editor's Note: 

This years Independence celebration is 
different than any I have experienced, We 
have the Corona Virus and lockdown 
preempting outdoor celebration and "Black 
Lives Matter" events that affect us all in 
many ways. As a nation, we must work 
through these problems and rise to the 
expectations of our founding fathers. 

Photo from the Apollo 11 Mission. 
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