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June Meeting Cancelled
and for the duration of the Covid-19 pandemic
Commander's Comments
Here is trusting that everyone and
their families and loved ones are doing
well. There is an air of promise as we
prepare to resume our daily activities,
notwithstanding new and odd behaviors. Vulnerable individuals will have
to be sensitive to their social settings,
perhaps more so. Taking precautions
to distance ourselves during meetings
and dining; engaging in outdoors activities; donning masks, temperature
tastings, and who knows what all becomes the norm in our daily lives. So,
in keeping with current government
guidelines Post 134 will hold off on
any meetings or activities until July
2020. Additionally, ExCom meetings
are suspended for the foreseeable
future. All ExCom committee reports,
and business will be included in the
Regular Member meeting agenda.
As veterans of numerous wars and
conflicts, we Legionnaires have
endured worse disruptions to our lives,
and have had to make sacrifices. We
and all Americans will overcome and
see the end of this Covid-19 pandemic
as was the case with other epidemic
and pandemics.
Continued God's blessings on all.

Companies hiring during
COVID-19 outbreak
ATLANTA - Even though a lot of
small businesses have been forced to
close because of the coronavirus outbreak, there are plenty of businesses

that are operational and still hoping to
hire.

Ace Hardware:
Ace, the retailer-owned hardware cooperative, wants to hire 30,000 new
full-time, part-time, and seasonal
workers.
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Allied Universal:
Allied Universal, one of the top security and facility services companies in
North America, wants to hire an additional 100,000 employees by the end
of 2020.

Editor's Comments
We have decided to provide
Amazon:
information on employers
Amazon plans to hire 100,000 people planning to add jobs during
across the U.S. to keep up with a crush the Covid-19 Pandemic. It is
of orders as the coronavirus spreads
our hope that this will help
and keeps more people at home, shop- you or family members and
friends find much needed
ping online.
employment during this
Americold Realty Trust:
Grocery store employees have found crisis. So many jobs have
been lost, furloughed or put
themselves on the frontlines of this
on hold for an indefinite
pandemic, but there are more people
time, this is truly a crisis we
working hard behind the scenes for
have not seen in our lifecompanies like Americold Realty
times and we must all pull
Trust to make sure grocery stores and together to help one another.
other food retailers remain stocked
with essential items.
Americold is an Atlanta-based compa- More listings will appear in
ny and the largest publicly-traded cold next months Bugle Call Rag
but if you would like the
storage operator in the world. The
complete list, email me at
company employs approximately
jlpoulin@earthlink.net and
1,200 people in the greater Atlanta
I will send it to you.
and North Georgia area, and
is currently hiring for positions in its Janes Poulin, Editor
warehouses across the country and
Atlanta headquarters.
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The Story of Bubster

Enter the Bubster. We put his head about two feet

EDITOR'S NOTE: The BCR is indebted to Steve
Seymour, of Raleigh, NC, for this story. Steve is a
former Vietnam combat Green Beret, the best friend
a guy could ask for, and an extraordinarily talented
fly fisherman. His Green Beret buddy, Warren
Castaneira, narrates the tale.

from the Gook and pull the hood off I pinch the
back of Bubba's neck. He roars in the dink's face
and gives him a dose of tiger breath.

We got Bubba in Laos after his mom stepped on a
land mine in 1968. He was only two days old. I had
him in my jungle jacket wrapped in a towel when we
were extracted by an Army helicopter.

When it was our unit's turn to go stateside, the natural question arose: what the hell do with Bubba?

After the prisoner changes his underwear, he sings
like the Mormon Tabernacle Choir.

If he wanted to get in your bunk with you, you just
turned over and made room for him.

We couldn't release him back into the jungle. He
wouldn't have made it. The only animals he knew
were Special Forces, Seals, and other special ops
types.
We got creative. Taking advantage of our special
commo, we called a research zoo in Sydney, Australia. When we asked whether they wanted a free
tiger, the lady on the other end of the line thought
we were joking. When she realized it was for real,
she almost fainted with delight. Then she asked how
we could get Bubba to her zoo.

To discipline him, you grabbed a handful of hair and
flesh on his shoulder and simply said, "No". He never snarled or bit. He just complied.

I don't want to mention Air America here, but let me
just say that, as a result of our "connections", we
managed to get the Bubster flown to Australia.

It's a shame that so many tigers were killed over
there. From stories I heard, most were killed for
sport, not in self-defense.

I got off the plane in Sydney leading Bubba beside
me on a dog leash. The zoo lady went nuts when he
stopped beside her and looked up as if asking what
he should do next.

We fed him milk and he flourished
growing much larger than a typical'
Asian tiger. Bubba developed a liking for
beer, slurping down two cans a day.
Afterward, he would retire to a corner of
our hooch, roll over on his back, and
snore like it was his last day on earth.

-

The Bubster never had to be
kept in a cage while he was
with us. Here he was, getting
love from a bunch of very
dangerous men whose hearts
melted when they met him.
For sure, these guys didn't
have much else to love in
those days.
The CIA suits back in DC wondered how our intelligence was so much more accurate than that from
other units.
Here's why.
Picture us "interviewing" an
NVA prisoner strapped into a
chair and telling us in multiple
languages to go f--- ourselves.
The hood goes back on and we
tell the prisoner either he spills
thebeansorwefehmo
e
a
tiger He laughs and says we're crazy.

He was in for a different life at the zoo. They didn't
keep animals penned. Visitors were the ones behind
bars or glass.
After Bubba figured out the male-female thing, nature took its course. We heard that he had sired tons
of babies.
I was back in Sydney in 1987 and saw a bronze
plaque describing the Special Forces tiger which the
zoo acquired in 1969. According to the plaque, he
lived to 85—in tiger years.
Every time I hear a tiger make those special noises,
my head and heart go back to a tiny little baby we
found in Laos.
God, I miss him!

A March without End...Begins on Page 3
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March without End
The night of 24/25 Aug 1940, two German Heinkel
HE 111 bombers accidentally bombed London
during WW2. Distinguished British heinkelHeinkelistorian John Basil Collier described it as "the
moment that set the world inexorably on the march
toward Hiroshima". Snappy prose, but he may have
been off by at least a century.
In 1848, Venice fought to break away from Austria
to which it had been ceded by,
Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821)
in the 17 Oct 1797 Treaty of
Campo Fornio.
The ensuing conflict saw the first
recorded intentional aerial bombing of a city. Austrians attached
explosives to unmanned balloons
and, on 22 Aug 1849 (15 Jul by
one account),
released them to drift over Venice
They did little damage. Some even blew back over
Austrian troops. Venice—part of the Republic of
San Marco surrendered after the attack.
Though not directed at a city, balloon bombs had
been tried as early as 1812 according to Charles A.
Ziegler in Technology and Culture. Russians released armed balloons over Napoleon's invading
army.
The August, 1940, incident wasn't Germany's first
bombing of London. On 31 May 1915, during
WW1, a Luftwaffe
zeppelin dropped a
ton of bombs on
Britain's capital,
killing seven and
wounding 35. By the
11 Nov 1918 war's
end, Germany had bombed London seven times accounting for 670 civilian deaths.
Today's aerial strategy may have originated with
Italian aviation theorist General Giulio Douhet
(1869-1930). Believing that mastery of the air was
key to victory, Douhet advocated total war, including bombing civilians. His 1921 The Command of
the Air became the bible of air strategy.
Between the two world wars, however, there was
considerable moralizing against terror bombing of
cities.
In 1923, Britain, France, Italy, Japan, and the United

I

States agreed at The Hague on rules for air warfare.
One prohibited aerial bombing simply to terrorize or
injure the civilians. The five governments never
ratified these rules, so they were not legally binding.
At the 1932 Geneva Disarmament Conference, most
of the world's powers agreed that air attacks on civilians violated
_______
the laws of
war. Britain
argued for
separate
definitions of
strategic and tactical air. The French proposed that
the League of Nations control all strategic aircraft.
Ambassador Hugh Simons Gibson (1883-1954) led
America's delegation to the convention. Interestingly, on 04 Apr 1932, U.S. Army Chief of Staff General Douglas MacArthur (1880-1964) told Gibson
that he favored abolishing military aviation altogether.

-

Ominously, Adolph Hitler (1889-1945) withdrew
from both the conference and the League of Nations
on 14 Oct 1933. The Geneva session ended in 1934
with no significant agreements
A 26 Apr 1937 bombing during the Spanish Civil
War drew world attention. More
than 20 German aircraft dropped
24 tons of bombs on the city of
Guernica in the Basque territory
'
of northern Spain. Much of
western civilization saw it as an
act of wanton inhumanity.

4AW

In what appeared to be a major propaganda coup, the
bombing was commemorated in several artistic
works: sculpture, musical compositions, poems, and
paintings, the most famous of which is Guernica by
Pablo Ruiz Picasso (1881-1973).
Russia sent men and materiel to aid the communist
Republicans. Hitler, a fanatic anti-Communist,
dispatched his Condor Legion to assist General
Paulino Francisco Franco Bahamonde (1892-1975),
commanding Spain's nationalist army. Legion
Commander LTC Wolfram von Richtofen ordered
the air raid on Guernica, hoping to disable several
leftist battalions, three arms factories and a key
bridge.
Later in 1937, Japan launched full-time war with
China after the Marco Polo Bridge incident near
A March without End... Continued on Page 4
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Peking (Beijing). During the period, 14-16 Aug
1937, Japanese Navy Mitsubishi G3M "Nell"
twin-engine bombers pelted the city of Shanghai
Sharply reacting, the U.S. State Department in 1937
stated righteously, "Any general bombing of an
extensive area wherein there resides a large population engaged in peaceful pursuits is unwarranted and
contrary to the principles of law and humanity."
On 16 June 1938, British Prime Minister Arthur
Neville Chamberlain (1869-1940) declared to Parliament that "Britain will never resort to a deliberate
attack on (civilians) merely for the purpose of terrorism." He claimed that bombing cities was against
international law and so instructed the Royal Air
Force (RAF).
After Hitler invaded Poland 01 Sep 1939, U.S.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882-1945)
begged the belligerents to refrain from the "inhuman
barbarism" of attacking civilian centers. "Such
assaults", he noted, had "resulted in the maiming
and in the death of thousands of defenseless men,
women, and children." He added that the bombings
had "sickened the hearts of every civilized man and
woman, and profoundly shocked the conscience of
humanity." In response to FDR's appeal, Hitler
pledged he would confine his air arm to attacking
military targets only. Chamberlain echoed his 1936
proviso against terror bombing.
In less than a year, both Berlin and London would
violate their pledges.
Following a 16 Mar 1940 German air raid against
military targets in Britain's Orkney Islands, the RAF
mounted its first attack against a German land target,
a seaplane base on the island of Sylt in the North
Sea.
On 13 May 1940, as German Panzer tanks rolled
across the Low Countries, the
•
Luftwaffe bombed central
Rotterdam the Netherlands
killing some 800-to-900 civil-

In response, Britain's new prime minister, Winston
Spencer Churchill (1874-1965) and the War Cabinet
authorized RAF Bomber Command to attack railroad marshalling yards and synthetic oil plants in the
Ruhr and Rhineland districts of mainland Germany
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on 15-16 May 1940.
Historian Donald L. Miller speculates in Masters of
the Air that Churchill knew there would be civilian
casualties and that Germany probably would strike
back at London.
Despite these raids, Hitler initially avoided intentionally targeting major British cities. He chose
instead to concentrate air raids on English weapons
and aircraft manufacturing plants. This was not out
of humanitarian considerations, but rather to soften
Britain's capability to resist a German seaborne
invasion scheduled for 15 Sep 1940, or encourage a
negotiated peace.
Loyal to the Fuhrer' s plan, German Air Marshal
Herman Goering (1893-1946) specifically ordered
his bombers not to hit major British cities.
Germany's intended target that fateful August, 1940,
night were ports and an oil
depot where the Thames
River meets the sea beyond
its journey through London.
In The Splendid and the
Vile, historian Erik Larson
notes that damage was relatively light and casualties
few. The bombing was
blamed on a navigational error by the crews of two
twin-engine bombers.
Whether it was an accident is hotly debated in the
Battle of Britain Historical Society's daily log and
by Winston S. Ramsey in The Blitz—Then and
Now.
Goering anticipated that one of Hitler's legendary
rages would light off when he heard. Larson, and a
contributor to Skeptics web site, both wrote that
Goering demanded to know which crews were
responsible for the error and threatened to transfer
them to the infantry.
The English public was outraged. Churchill believed
it was a deliberate attack and ordered the RAF to
bomb Berlin's Tempelhof Airport the next evening
(25/26 Aug 1940).
A flight of 92 two-engine bombers, Vickers LN5 14
Wellingtons and Handley Page HP52 Hampdens,
took off and 85 reached the target, inflicting minimal property damage. Nonetheless, Germans were
without Endoutbreak ... Continued on
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Allied and Japanese officials signed the formal
surrender documents on the battleship USS Missouri
in Tokyo Bay.
stunned by the attack on their nation's capital. Goering had assured them that it could never happen. On
04 Sep 1940, Hitler had threatened, "When the British air force drops two or three or four thousand kilograms of bombs, then we will, in one night, drop
150, 230, 300 or 400 kilograms on them. When they
(attack) our cities, then we will raze theirs to the
ground!"
Beginning on 07 Sep 1940, and for a total of more
than 11 consecutive weeks, London was attacked by
German aircraft. These raids became known as The
Blitz.

Perhaps the march to Hiroshima will never end.
The U.S. Strategic Air Command was on high alert
should the Soviets initiate nuclear conflict during the
Cold War. Boeing B-52 Stratofortresses, airborne
around the clock, had precise targeting directions to
nuke and level every Russian city of consequence.
Later, during the Vietnam War, many senior U.S.
military officers believed, and do to this date, that
we could have "won" had we but persisted in bombing the North Vietnam capital, Hanoi, into oblivion.

Although of no comfort to those who lost loved ones
and property, or suffered extreme anxiety, strategists
argue that Hitler's switch to terror raids was a fatal
error.

Online Website Sources

Up to that point, the Luftwaffe had done serious
damage to RAF airfields
W- 4 dpw
- and supporting installations. Diverting German
resources to The Blitz
gave the RAF an opportunity to rebuild damaged
air bases, train new
pilots, and repair aircraft, thus maintaining air
superiority over Britain. Without that, Hitler's
planned invasion of Britain, code-named Operation
Sea Lion, couldn't succeed. He postponed the invasion 17 Sep 1940, a major turning point of WW2 in
Europe. Sea Lion was permanently canceled and the
last of its designated troops reassigned on 13 Feb
1942.

Constitutional Rights Foundation

II

Regardless of when it began, the "march to Hiroshima" ended 06 Aug 1945 when "Enola Gay", a fourengine American Boeing B-29, dropped the atomic
fission weapon, "Little Boy", on that Japanese city.
Or did it?
WW2 in the Pacific continued beyond Hiroshima
The atomic fusion weapon, "Fat Man", was released
over Nagasaki, Japan by another B-29 on 09 Aug
1945, but still the war went on.
To the disappointment of most Japanese civilians
and high army officers, who were ready to die in
defense of their home islands, Emperor Hirohito
(1901-1989) surrendered Japanese military forces
and his empire 15 Aug 1945. On 02 Sep 1945,
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Commander—Walt Conway

Finance—Bryant Roland*

Sr Vice Commander—James Poulin
Jr Vice Commander—Carl Pirkie

Adjutant—Mike Fallaize*
Historian Al Alberghini*

Chaplain—JR. McAliley

Service Officer - Larry Robert

Executive Committee Members
Arnold Wall* (2018-2021)

Fred Viele* (2018-2021)
John Ottley* (2017-2020)

Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022)
Phil Mathis* (2017-2020)

Chuck Speight (2017-2020)

James Poulin (2016-2019)

Munir El-Amin (2019-2022)

Dave Mason (2017-2019)

Herman Anderson (2019-2022)

Sam Steger* (Ex-Offico Member)

* Past Commanders
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