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May Meeting Cancelled
and for the duration of the Coronavirus Emergency
Commander's Comments
"Our flag does not fly because the wind moves it. It flies with the last
breath of each soldier who dies protecting it" - Unknown -

Memorial Day
"Our flag does not fly because
the wind moves it. It flies with
the last breath of each soldier
who dies protecting it" Unknown
There are various and challenged
accounts concerning the origins of
Memorial Day or Decoration Day.
One of the earliest claims was that it
was created by former slaves to honor
dead Union soldiers who had been
buried in a mass grave. In May 1865,
freed blacks in Charleston, South
Carolina reburied these Union prisoners of war and held a dedication and
celebration. More in line with our
recognized national celebration, the
credit might lie with Maj. General
John A. Logan, the commander in
chief of the Grand Army of the
Republic, who issued an order in 1868
for the annual decoration of war
graves on May 30th. However,
according to the United States Library
of Congress website, "Southern
women decorated the graves of
soldiers even before the Civil War's
End." Records show that by 1865,
Mississippi, Virginia, Georgia and
South Carolina all had precedent
observations for Memorial Day. In
all, no less than 25 communities have
been named in connection with the
origin of Memorial Day. One of those
places is Waterloo, New York; and in
1966 President Lyndon B. Johnson

signed a proclamation recognizing it
as the birthplace of Memorial Day.
Additionally, the holiday was
observed in the past on different dates.
In 1971 Memorial Day became a
national holiday by an act of Congress
and is celebrated annually on the last
Monday in May. Memorial Day now
commemorates soldiers who died in
all our wars and conflicts.
For many today, Memorial Day is
seen merely as a three-day weekend; a
happy time to celebrate the beginning
of summer. We celebrate with trips to
the beaches, barbeques, pool parties
and car trips. While even in its earliest
days when known as Decoration Day,
there were parades and celebrations,
the real purpose was to honor the war
dead.
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2020 - 2021 Elections and
Conventions
As you are aware by now,
our National Organization
has decided through Resolution 3 that the National
Convention scheduled in
Louisville, Ky this year is
cancelled. They have also
decided through that same
So, it would seem to me that Legion- Resolution that all National
naires share a solemn duty to remind
Officers, all commissions
all Americans of the sacred meaning
and committee members will
of Memorial Day. We need to remind be retained and stay in place
ourselves of the sacrifice made by the until they resign or are
men and women who gave their lives replaced or reappointed
for our Country to ensure we continue during the October 2021
meeting of the National
to enjoy the freedom and liberty
Executive Committee.
encompassed in the United States
The Department of Georgia
Constitution. We must continue to
honor traditional duties of decorating voted to follow the lead of
National to have officers and
the graves with flowers and flags.
committee members stay in
Participate in parades. Teach our
place until the new election
youth of the meaning of the
year of 2021 -2022 and that
Importance of duty and sacrifice to
this apply to District and
our nation.
Post officers and committee
members.
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Tempest over a Teapot
The next time you order iced or hot tea, you will be
drinking the beverage which set America on its
course to liberty and independence.
An impossible suggestion? Maybe, but read on.
England had spent vast sums protecting its New
World colonists from native American violence
during the Seven Years War (we call it the French
and Indian War) 1756-63. British King George III
(1738-1820) thought it reasonable that his nation's
nearly depleted treasury be replenished in part by
taxing the war's principal beneficiaries, the
American colonists.
In 1765, England imposed the Stamp Act. It required
a royal stamp with a face value
ranging from a halfpenny up to 20
shillings be purchased and affixed to
printed documents, such as deeds,
wills, newspapers, licenses, bonds,
pamphlets, even playing cards used
in the colonies. Samuel A. Johnson
explains in An Interpretation of
American History that the act made involuntary tax
collectors of newspaper men and attorneys, two
groups likely to rouse public opinion.
Even today, Americans hate taxes, but at least they
elect the Congress which imposes them. Colonists
had no say in who sat in the British Parliament. In
fact, 90% of Great Britain's citizens did not own
property, and thus couldn't vote, but nevertheless
were lawfully taxed by Parliament.
Historians Samuel Eliot Morrison and Henry Steele
Commager note in The Growth of the American
Republic that tax stamps, unheard of in the colonies,
were nothing new to British citizens. George Grenville, the Earl of Bute (1712-70), British prime
minister 1763-65, said, "No tax, appears so easy and
equitable as a stamp duty".
The Sons of Liberty, founded in Boston as an
outgrowth of the Boston Loyal Nine and Caucus
Club, didn't see it that way. In fact, Eliot and
Morrison describe the colonies' reaction to the
stamps as "astonishingly violent". The act aroused
hostility in all 13 colonies.
On 14 Aug 1765 Sons of Liberty members hanged
in effigy Boston merchant Andrew Oliver (1706-74)
from the "Liberty Tree", a magnificent elm at
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Washington and Essex streets near Boston Common. Others set fire to the mansion of British-appointed Lieutenant Governor Thomas Hutchinson (1711-80) and
scattered his library to the winds.
Oliver, the commissioner appointed to collect Stamp
Act fees, was a member of the Massachusetts
Assembly and later provincial lieutenant governor.
He resigned as stamp act commissioner 17 Aug 65,
not having collected a penny.
Illustrating the level of public sentiment, a high state
official ordered a militia colonel to beat an alarm
when he saw the Sons of Liberty gathering. "I
can't," the officer replied, "My drummers are in the
mob!"
Prominent Bostonian Sons of Liberty included John
Hancock (1737-93)
(left), whose flamboyant signature was to
appear later on the
Declaration of Independence, Samuel Adams (1722- 1803),
clerk of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and delegate to the
First Continental Congress, (pre-treasonous) Benedict Arnold (1740-1801), Patrick Henry (1736-99)
of "give me liberty" fame, and Paul Revere (17341828), noted midnight rider.
Pressure from manufacturers who lost money when
Americans boycotted English goods led Parliament
to repeal the Stamp Act on 18 Mar 1766. However,
it passed the Declaratory Act the same day, putting
itself on record as having the same authority to tax
American colonists as it did non-propertied residents
of Great Britain.
Disturbed by the ineffective Stamp Act, Charles
Townshend (1725-67), England's
chancellor of the exchequer (a combination treasurer and tax commissioner)
was instrumental in persuading Parliament to pass the five Townshend Revenue Acts between 07 Jun 1767 and 06
Jul 1768. These created a series of taxes on various
essential goods imported by the colonists including
paint, paper, glass, lead, and that most essential
British and colonial beverage, tea.

Tempest over a Teapot... Continued on Page 3

I

j Page
Tempest over a Teapot... Continued from Page 2

Benjamin Franklin (1706-90) had notified Parliament that the colonists intended to manufacture
many of its commonly needed goods. Townshend
cleverly designed the revenue acts specifically to tax
goods which would be difficult for the colonies to
produce.
The Townshend Acts also:
• Established a customs board to collect the taxes.
• Set up courts to prosecute smugglers of nonBritish imports and convict them without using
local juries.
• Authorized the searching of colonial houses and
businesses for smuggled goods.
Not only did colonists reject the Declaratory Act
thesis; they were upset that some of the Townshend
revenues would be used to pay the salaries of royally
appointed colonial governors. Heretofore, the
various elected colonial assemblies paid them, thus
enjoying some measure of influence over the
governors.
Numerous boycotts of English goods occurred with
two notable exceptions: fishing hooks and wire.
Responding to the boycotts, and at the request of
Massachusetts Governor Sir Francis Bernard (171279), Britain sent troops to occupy Boston. They
arrived 28 Sep 1768. Tension continued to mount,
leading to the "Boston Massacre" of 05 Mar 1770.
Ironically, that very day British Prime Minister Lord
Frederick North (1732-90), second earl of Guilford,
asked Parliament to repeal the Townshend Acts.
Lord North is credited by some historians as having
lost England's American colonies.
On 12 Apr 1770, Parliament did repeal those taxes
save one, that on tea. It was retained in the Tea Act
of 10 May 1773. King George TTT stated, "We must
not retreat, there must always be one tax to keep up
the right, and T approve the tea duty."
This was particularly irksome to the colonists who
consumed some 1.2 million pounds of tea annually
The act also gave the financially troubled British
East India Company (BET) exclusive rights to sell
tea in the American colonies. BET ships need no
longer stop in England before reaching the colonies
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This avoided an import duty on tea, but there still
was that nagging tea tax. Some colonists refused
outright to buy BET tea.
Crafty and enterprising New Englanders, including,
some historians say, Hancock and Adams, had been
smuggling in cheaper Dutch tea all along, an activity
which increased after the Tea Act.
On 16 Dec 1773, the vessel Dartmouth, loaded to
the gills with BET tea chests, moored at Griffin's
Wharf in Boston Harbor. It soon was followed by
two other ships, Beaver and Eleanor, also full of BET
tea from China.
Ironically, all three ships had been built in, and were
owned by, Americans. John Rowe (1715-1787),
owner of Eleanor, is quoted as having said that day,
"Perhaps salt water will mix with tea tonight."
The Sons of Liberty met at Boston's Old South
Meeting House and vowed not to pay taxes on the
newly-arrived cargo. Not only that, they didn't want
it unloaded, stored, sold, or used.
Massachusetts Bay Colony's acting Provincial
Governor Thomas Hutchinson, appointed by, and
loyal to, the British throne and its enterprises,
ordered the three ships unloaded and the tea tax
paid.
The Sons of Liberty weren't buying his edict. That
night, a large group of them, some disguised as native American Mohawks, boarded the ships, and in
about three hours
•
chopped
-

some 45 tons of tea
over the railings.
Francis Akeley (1731-75), a self-employed wheelwright, was the only "Son" identified by the British.
He was arrested and jailed, dying later in the Battle
of Breed's Hill.
John Adams wrote, "Many persons wish that as
many dead (English) carcasses were floating in the
harbor as there are chests of tea."
Other BET tea ships didn't fare as badly. In Charleston, SC, tea was unloaded, but not offered for sale.
In Philadelphia and New York, BET tea was rejected
and sent to England.
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The delegates moved to reassemble on 01 Dec 74
unless the Intolerable Acts were repealed. They
weren't.

Historian Julian Hawthorne noted, "Massachusetts
and, through her the other colonies, gave notice to
(King George III) that he had "passed the limits of
(acceptable) tyranny" and "the next argument must
be held at the musket's mouth."

The Second Continental Congress was convened in
Philadelphia 10 May 1775. Randolph again presided
until he was recalled to serve as speaker of the
Virginia House of Burgesses. He was replaced by
John Hancock on 24 May 1775.

The Boston Tea Party committed patriots to violent
action against the throne while inflaming public
opinion in England, strengthened hard-nosed members of Parliament and the British cabinet, and
resulted in even harsher punishments.

Hancock was able to take the helm thanks in no
small part to Dr. Joseph Warren (1741-75), a Boston
physician and member of the Sons of Liberty. Warren had learned on the night of 18 Apr 1775 that
British regulars would attempt to seize colonial
weapons and munitions
.
at Concord, MA, the
following day. As the
regulars passed Lexington, MA, enroute, they
intended to arrest Hancock and Samuel Adams who had taken refuge there. Although Henry Wadsworth Longfellow's
immortal poem names only one rider, Warren actually dispatched two horsemen, silversmith Paul Revere and tanner William Dawes to warn Hancock
and Adams as well as patriots in Concord, of the
pending British moves. Both riders set out about
2300 hours, taking different routes.

These came in the form of the five Coercive Acts
passed by Parliament between March and June,
1774. They:
•

Closed the port of Boston until the dumped tea
was paid for.

•

Weakened the Massachusetts government by
making some formerly elective offices appointive and limiting town meetings to one a year.

•

Moved all capital offense trials to England.

•

Ordered British soldiers quartered in private
(colonist) homes when there were insufficient
barracks.

•

Expanded the southern border of Canada into the
Ohio Valley.

The Coercive Acts led to stiffened determination
among the colonies to take more decisive action
toward independence. Twelve of the 13 colonies
sent representatives to a 27 May 1774 meeting at
Raleigh Tavern in Williamsburg, VA. Those delegates in turn called for a congress to be formed by
the 13 colonies. On 05 Sep 1774, representatives of
12 colonies assembled in Philadelphia. The meeting
would come to be known as the First Continental
Congress.
Peyton Randolph (1721-75), speaker of the Virginia
House of Burgesses, was elected president of the congress
which met in Carpenter's Hall
ç
until 26 Oct 74. It assembled a
list of grievances against the
crown. Delegates resolved to
boycott imported English
goods and organize resistance to King George III in
all 13 colonies if England did not address their complaints.

Around midnight, when Revere neared the house
where Hancock and Adams were staying, a sentry
asked him to hold down the noise. Revere replied,
"You'll have noise enough before long. The Regulars are coming out!"
Dawes reined in about 0030 hours. He and Revere
set off for Concord at approximately 0100 hours.
Enroute they encountered fellow patriot Dr. Samuel
Prescott (1751-77), a Concord physician, who had
been visiting his fiancée in Lexington. Prescott rode
along with them. In the vicinity of Hartwell's Tavern, Lincoln, MA, all three were stopped by a fourman British advance scouting party.
Prescott and Dawes escaped and galloped on to warn
the people of Concord. Revere was detained for
questioning and relieved of his horse. He walked
back to Lexington, arriving after British regulars had
marched into the village at 0500 hours on 19 Apr
1775. Accordingly, some historians contend that,
Tempest over a
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Longfellow's poem notwithstanding, Revere technically
never "finished" his ride.
In the confrontation between Lexington militiamen and
British infantry, militia commander, CPT John Parker, a
farmer by trade, is quoted as
ordering his men not to fire
"unless fired upon". That would
suggest that a Redcoat triggered
the first musket. Many credit
that shot as the opening round of the American Revolution
Actually, the muskets had spoken before the colonists
had declared their independence from Britain.
The Second Continental Congress did not convene until
10 May 1775—almost a month after Lexington and Concord.
On 07 Jun 1776, Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee
(1732-94) (right) moved for independence from the crown. His motion was
tabled. Four days later, the Congress
appointed a committee of John Adams
(1735-1826), Benjamin Franklin,
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826), Robert
Robert Livingston (1746-1813), and
Roger Sherman (1721-93), to draft a
formal declaration of independence.
Their work was presented to the Congress 28 Jun 1776.
On 02 Jul 1776, the Congress approved Lee's motion,
technically qualifying that date as Independence Day.
John Adams wrote that it would go down as" the most
memorable" date in American history, but it didn't.
Still undecided was the wording of the committee's declaration. The text—largely Jefferson's work--was debated
and nit-picked for two more days before Congress approved the declaration on 04 Jul 1776.
Historians thus can argue whether Lee or Jefferson is truly the author of our nation's independence.
The final work was yet to be done, however
Due to the absence of some delegates on the Fourth of July, signing
of the document (left) was not completed until 02 Aug 1776. So, if a
deal is not complete until all parties
have signed, is August 2nd really
Independence Day?
Perhaps further complicating the matter is that, in response to the 17 Jun 1775 battle of Breed's Hill outside
Boston, George III already had declared that the colonies
were in a "state of armed and avowed rebellion" against

It is not known whether colonists hoisted cups of tea to
celebrate the Declaration, but that certainly would have
been appropriate.

Start and Grow Your Business
Here are five Small Business Administration (SBA) resources available today to our country's service members
reach the American Dream of owning a business:
1. Transition Assistance: SBA and its resource partners
support active duty and transitioning service members,
veterans, and military spouses through Boots to Business,
part of the Department of Defense's Transition Assistance Program. Find a Boots to Business education and
training program here: https:Hsbavets.force.com/s/
2. Entrepreneurial Training: On your entrepreneurship
mission, you may need additional training to help you
start, grow, or expand your business. Whether you're a
female veteran, service-disabled veteran, or looking to
learn business fundamentals, you can tap into SBA's entrepreneurial training programs for help. Resource partners include Women's Business Centers that assist women in starting and growing small businesses; Small Business Development Centers that offer free, one-on-one
counseling and low-cost training services; and SCORE a
network of thousands of volunteer business counselors
around the country that provides free in-person and
online counseling as well as educational workshops.
3. Access to Capital: It may be time to consider funding
options for your business - whether it's capital to start
the company or funding to help you expand. SBA and its
network of resources understand that funding and capital
may be a barrier for veterans on their mission to start or
scale up your business. The network of local offices, resource partners, and organizations is available to help
entrepreneurs identify lenders and understand different
financing options. SBA's Lender Match is a free online
referral tool that connects small businesses with participating SBA-approved lenders.
4. Government Contracting: Are you looking to pursue
government contracting opportunities to help your business grow? At this stage of your mission, SBA and its
partners can help you through the Veteran Federal Procurement Entrepreneurship Training Program where you
can learn how to navigate the complexities of government contracting. Learn more about government contracting here https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting
5. SBA District Offices can connect you to local SBA
resources, mentors and training. Visit www.SBA.gov for
more information and to find a local office.
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Commander—Walt Conway

Finance—Bryant Roland*

Sr Vice Commander—James Poulin
Jr Vice Commander—Carl Pirkie

Adjutant—Mike Fallaize*
Historian Al Alberghini*

Chaplain—JR. McAliley

Service Officer - Larry Robert

Executive Committee Members
Arnold Wall* (2018-2021)

Fred Viele* (2018-2021)
John Ottley* (2017-2020)

Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022)
Phil Mathis* (2017-2020)

Chuck Speight (2017-2020)

James Poulin (2016-2019)

Munir El-Amin (2019-2022)

Dave Mason (2017-2019)

Herman Anderson (2019-2022)

Sam Steger* (Ex-Offico Member)

* Past Commanders
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