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oday we are facing an
unprecedented global crisis
resulting from the Coronavirus pandemic. An event so
devastating, not only in widespread
illness and death affecting so many,
but also in terms of the extreme
disruption to our daily lives. So, the
question arises as to what extent
should we Legionnaires deal with this
crisis.
While we may be wondering what will
happen to ourselves and our fellow
citizens, we must realize that we are
all in this together. We Legionnaires
must rise to this event and provide
leadership. This means listening to and
adhering to the advice of our government leaders and medical community.
We Legionnaires have served our
county in times of adversity many
times in the past and will do so in the
future. Today's veterans have shown
devotion to "God and Country" by our
service in our country's wars and in
conflicts from World War II through
subsequent military actions.
So today, let us endure this Coronavirus emergency with a resolve to
avoid confusion or panic. We must
ensure that we adhere to the recommended precautions we can take to
help ourselves, family, and community
to lessen everyone's chances of contracting this disease. Do not forget our
fellow Legionnaires who may be in
need of checking up on (Buddy
Check).
What we are facing is temporary and

while our Post meetings and activities
are cancelled for now, you can be sure
that we will resume all meetings and
activities as soon as feasible.
Walter Conway, Commander, Post
134.
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help others.
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A MARINE HERO'S STORY
EDITOR'S NOTE: The BCR thanks Post 134
member Jim Masak for the following story.
On 15 Nov 03, an 85-year-old retired Marine Corps
colonel died of congestive heart failure in La Quinta,
CA. Mitchell Paige, a native of Charleroi, PA, was
a WWII hero of the Guadalcanal invasion.
Although they probably don't realize it, his face is
known to youngsters nationwide.
The 1st Marine Division came ashore unopposed on
--,Guadalcanal 07 Aug 42. They
_.
look the enemy totally by
surprise. Troops building the
airfield tied into the jungle.
Marines soon named the airstrip Henderson Field and set
about completing it for Allied use. The calm that initially prevailed soon
would be shattered as the Japanese rushed reinforcements to the island.
On the night of 25 Oct 42. then-Platoon Sergeant
Mitchell Paige and his 33
infantrymen set about
carefully emplacing four
water-cooled .30-caliber
Browning Model 1917
machine guns on high
ground overlooking the airstrip. An assault by up to
2.000 confident Japanese soldiers was expected.
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By dawn the following morning, the Japanese 29th
Infantry Regiment had lost 553 killed or missing and
479 wounded among its 2,554 men. The Japanese
I tli Regiment's losses were uncounted, but, Marine
burial parties handled 975 Japanese bodies.
Among the 90 American dead and seriously wound-q ed that night were all the
-,
,
men in Mitchell Paige's
-platoon, except one. As the
seemingly endless attacks
wore on, Paige moved up
- r
and down his line, pulling
his dead and wounded
comrades back into their
gun positions and firing a few bursts from each of
the four Bronings. Some glowed cherry red. He
tried to convince the enemy that his platoon's
positions were still manned.

•

When morning broke, Paige's battalion XO found
Paige the only man in his unit still alive. He sat
alone in his position among bodies stacked like
cordwood. One hill: one Marine.
Some enemy soldiers remained on the ridge, perhaps
gathering courage for another attack. The XO
gathered three enlisted communication personnel,
several riflemen, a few company messengers, a
cook, and a few messrnen who had brought food to
the position the evening before. Led by Paige, this
ad hoc force of 17 Marines attacked at 5:40 a.m.
They cleared the ridge.
The citation for Paige's Congressional Medal of
Honor reads: "When the enemy broke through the
line directly in front of his position,
P/Sgt. Paige, commanding a machinegun section with tearless determination, continued to direct the
tire of his gunners until all his men
were either killed or wounded.
Alone, against the deadly hail of
Japanese shells, he fought with his
gun and when it was destroyed, took
over another, moving from gun to gun, never ceasing his withering tire".
Paige later became a commissioned officer, rising to
the rank of colonel at retirement and serving as XO
of the Marine Barracks in San Diego, CA. After 23
years of service, he was laid to rest in Riverside
(CA) National Cemetery.
Struck by the Barbie doll's popularity, an official at
Hassenfeld Brothers (Hasbro
Toys), Pawtucket, RI, wanted to
bring out a line of military dolls for
boys. The story goes that he telephoned COL Paige for permission
to use his face as the model for the
Marine figure in the GI Joe line.
Paige thought the man was joking,
but said, "Sure, why not?" The little figures became an instant hit
when they were introduced in
1964. Suddenly, it was OK for boys to play with
dolls.
Few, if any, knew their Marine figure was modeled
after a genuine USMC hero of one of WWII's most
critical battles.

Better to beg forgiveness
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BETTER TO BEG FORGIVENESS
Have you heard the saying "It's Better to Beg
Forgiveness than to Ask For Permission"?
LTC Chuck Pitman, USMC, lent a new dimension to that
phrase on 07 Jan 73.
When he turned on his TV, a horrible scene was unfolding. A gunman was on top of a downtown New Orleans
hotel and was shooting and killing first responders. The
sniper had a full view of all corners. Any attempt to enter
the hotel was met with murderous gunfire.
At that time, Pitman oversaw Marine Air Reserve training in Louisiana. He didn't think twice about asking permission to help. Instead, he grabbed another pilot and
two crew members, fired up a Marine Reserve twinengine Boeing Vertol CH-46 Sea Knight helicopter, and
headed toward the Crescent City.
The incident had begun several days earlier on New
Year's Eve. News accounts stated that
the shooter, Mark Essex, was a Navy
vet who had been discharged due to
behavioral issues. He ended up in
New Orleans, where he fell in with
radical groups. Reportedly, Essex had
grown angrier over time with what he
perceived to be injustices in the Navy
and later as a civilian. After learning
of a civil rights protest in which two
students from Southern University were killed by police,
Essex lost it, according to police.
He allegedly went to New Orleans police headquarters
and shot dead an African-American policer cadet in the
back. He then fled and tried to break into a warehouse.
When officers arrived, Essex ambushed them, mortally
wounding one. By the time backup arrived, he had
vanished into the night.
Essex reappeared and entered the Howard Johnson Hotel
in downtown New Orleans. He reportedly murdered a
newlywed couple and two hotel managers and then set
several room fires on his way to the roof
There, Essex set up an ambush. The shooting and fires
would draw first responders. He would kill them as they
arrived.
Allegedly, Essex killed three responding police officers
and wounded several more. He pinned down anyone who
attempted to move toward the hotel and was completely
concealed from return fire by concrete barriers on the
roof
Pitman flew the CH-46 toward the hotel without a firm
idea what he was going to do. He landed in an empty
parking lot nearby. Cops on the scene sought his advice.
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His immediate instinct: take the high ground. Essex
controlled the roof, so Pittman would go higher.
He loaded several New Orleans cops and took off, flying
passes over the roof, decelerating, and turning to give the
police clear shots. It wasn't working. Essex fired at the
aircraft, but took cover when it closed in.
Pitman noticed this and kept making passes to lure Essex
into thinking this was the best he could do. After one
pass, however, he suddenly turned, catching Essex in the
open. The police unloaded on the sniper. More than 200
rounds struck home.
Pitman was lauded as a hero by the police and citizens of
New Orleans and just about everybody except the Marine
Corps.
It turns out that, in his enthusiasm to end a very bad
situation, Pitman had broken a few rules and regulations
forbidding military intervention in civilian police matters.
It would have been OK to rescue flood victims, but going
after a deadly criminal who already had killed six
innocent persons was a no-no according to nitpicking
Navy lawyers.
You would think that the Marine Corps would've given
him a medal. Instead, they initiated court-martial
proceedings.
Democratic Congressman and House Armed Services
Committee Chairman Felix Edward Herbert intervened
and put an end to the military lawyers' foolishness.
Having served 18 consecutive terms in Congress
representing Louisiana's First District, Hebert knew
military BS when he saw it.
Charles Henry Pitman, a native of Chicago was born 20
Oct 35 in Chicago. He held the rank of lieutenant general
and was Deputy Chief of Staff of Marine aviation when
he died of cancer 13 Feb 20 at age 84.
His career spanned over 40 years, including three combat
tours in Vietnam. He also was involved in Operation
Eagle Claw, the attempted rescue of the American
hostages in Tehran in 1980, later commanding an air
wing.
His decorations included the Silver Star, four Distinguished Flying Crosses, a Bronze Star and a Purple
Heart.
His life is a testament that he did indeed, earn forgiveness.
EDITOR'S NOTE: The BCR thanks
retired USAF fighter/bomber pilot
Wayne Waddell, and a hero in his own
right, for this story. Waddell survived 7.5
years in the Hanoi Hilton and related
North Vietnamese prisons after having
been shot down in a bombing raid during
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