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He is engraved in stone in the Nation-
al War Memorial in Washington, DC 
back in a small alcove where very few 
people have seen it. For the WWII 
generation, this will bring back memo-
ries. For you younger folks, it's a bit of 
trivia that is a part of our American 
history. Anyone born in 1913 to about 
1950, is familiar with Kilroy. No one 
knew why he was so well known but 
everybody seemed to get into it. So 
who was Kilroy? 

In 1946 the American Transit Associ-
ation, through its radio program, 
"Speak to America,"  sponsored a 
nationwide contest to find the real 
Kilroy, offering a prize of a real 
trolley car to the person who could 

prove himself to be the genuine 
article. Almost 40 men stepped for-
ward to make that claim, but only 
James Kilroy from Halifax, Massa-
chusetts, had evidence of his 
identity. 

'Kilroy' was a 46-year old shipyard 
worker during the war who worked as 
a checker at the Fore River Shipyard 
in Quincy. His job was to go around & 
check on the number of rivets com-
pleted. Riveters were on piecework & 
got paid by the rivet. He would count 
a block of rivets & put a check mark 
in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the 
rivets wouldn't be counted twice. 
When Kilroy went off duty, the rivet-
ers would erase the mark. Later on, an 
off-shift inspector would come 
through & count the rivets a second 
time, resulting in double pay for the 
riveters. 

One day Kilroy's boss called him into 
his office. The foreman was upset 
about all the wages being paid to 
riveters, & asked him to investigate. It 
was then he realized what had been 
going on. The tight spaces he had to 
crawl in to check the rivets didn't lend 
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In Memoriam 

The son of Post 134 

member Asa Candler, Asa 

VI, passed away after a 

long struggle with cancer. 

Services were held on 28 

Feb 20 at Florence Can-

dler Chapel, Westview 

Cemetery. Donations to 

Post 134 in his memory 

are tax deductible. 

Asa was recruited to 

membership in Post 134 

by our Past Post 

Commander Wylie 

Virden (deceased). 

March Speaker 

Roger W. Wise, Jr, a 

recent inductee into the 

Georgia Veterans Hall of 

Fame. 

Next Regular Meeting March 12, 2020 

Who Was Kilroy? 
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Who Was Kilroy?... Continued from Page 1 
His message apparently rang a bell with the service-
men, because they picked it up & spread it all over 
Europe & the South Pacific. 

Themselves to lugging around a paint can & brush, 
so Kilroy decided to Stick with the waxy chalk. He 
continued to put his check mark on each job he in-
spected, but added 'KILROY WAS HERE' in king-
sized letters next to the check & eventually added 
the sketch of the chap with the long nose peering 
over the fence & that became part of the Kilroy 
message. 

Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe 
away his marks. Ordinarily the rivets & chalk marks 
would have been covered up with paint. With the 
war on, however, ships were leaving the Quincy 
Yard so fast that there wasn't time to paint them. As 
a result, Kilroy's inspection "trademark" was seen by 
thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships 
the yard produced. 

Before war's end, "Kilroy" had been here, there, & 
everywhere on the long hauls to Berlin & Tokyo. To 
the troops outbound in those ships, however, he was 
a complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that 
someone named Kilroy had "been there first." 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The "Kilroy Was Here" picture 
was included in one of my grade school history 
books but not with this complete explanation. 

Post 134 Bylaws Changes 

At the regular meeting of Post 134 on 13 Feb 20, 
those present voted unanimously to amend Article 
IV, section 1, of the post's bylaws by substituting 
the following membership eligibility criteria. 

"Persons who have served on active duty in the 
United States Armed Forces since December 7, 1941 
and have been honorably discharged or are still 
serving, are eligible for membership in the American 
Legion. All active duty members of the U.S. Armed 
Forces are eligible to join the American Legion at 
this time. Persons who have served on active duty 
with the U.S, Merchant Marine between 7 Dec 1941 
and 31 Dec 1946 (WWII) and have been honorably 
discharged are eligible for membership." 

134 Bylaws Changes Continued on Page 3 



A former Post 134 commander may have influenced 
The American Legion's liberalized membership cri-
teria which took effect this year. A decade ago, Vic-
tor Mahoney wrote national headquarters that mem-
bership restrictions were hurting our post's effort to 
maintain its roster strength. 

Mahoney (left) noted, "Our 
members dwindle each year as 
death and relocation and 
crippling illness take heir toll. 
Efforts to find eligible replace-
ments become roadblocks, es-
pecially when honorably dis-
charged members of the mili-
tary discover that they are not 
eligible because their honora-
ble service does not fit the 
dates (specified in the criteria 
of that time)." 

Mahoney concluded "I call upon the American 
Legion leaders to consider seriously and quickly the 
necessity of removing dates of the eligibility 
markers. The continuing existence of our organiza-
tion may well depend such a move." 

At the time of this letter, Legion membership was 
restricted to persons who had served during speci-
fied wars in American History. 
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This year, membership has been declared open to 
"persons who have served on active duty in the 
United Stated Armed Forces since December 7, 
1941, and have been honorably discharged or are 
still serving." The only exception applies to former 
members of the Merchant Marines. 

Mahoney, who was a founding editor of our post 
newsletter, The Bugle Call Rag, was told by legion 
higher-ups that his suggested change "would never 
go anywhere". 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Thanks to Past Commander 
Ramon Garcia for sharing Mahoney's letter and 
Vic's widow for the photo. 

'greens Supports 

Walgreens recently has announced a commitment to 
hire 5,000 veterans over the course of five years 
through their Helping Veterans with Educational and 
Retail Opportunities Program (HERO). HERO helps 
veterans transition into a retail management career 
such as assistant store manager, trainee, and Ort 
lead. 

Participants will have the opportunity to work 
towards a Bachelor's degree with tuition assistance 
and discounts available. Also, the GI Bill paired 
through Southern New Hampshire University 
provides a guaranteed 80 - 90% coverage of tuition 
costs to achieve a Bachelor's degree. 

Walgreens is an Employer Support of Guard and 
Reserve (ESGR) company and has pledged to recog-
nize, honor and enforce the Uniformed Service 
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act, and to 
ensure Walgreens managers and supervisors have 
the tools they need to effectively manage team mem-
bers who serve in the National Guard and Reserve. 

Walgreens is also proud to offer Military Leave and 
Military Bridge Pay to eligible team members and 
employee store discounts are extended to spouses 
and eligible dependents. 

To search for a career in the HERO program, visit 
https://jobs.walgreens.com/search-jobs/HERO/  1242-19097/1 

ost 134 Bylaws changes 

This brings our post's criteria into line with a recent 
change at national HQ, made possible by passage of 
The Legion Act by Congress. 

Prior to this amendment, to join the Legion, an 
applicant must have served honorably on active duty 
during specified calendar periods which coincided 
with specific declared wars. This omitted other 
periods of honorable service, such as the Cold War, 
in which a person may have made a significant 
contribution to our nation's defense, but could not 
join the Legion. 

Former Post 134 Commander Contributions 
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Walt Conway - Commander 
wconway30©att.net 	404-3 10-8553 

James Poulin - SVC 
jpoulin©earthlink.net  770-674-2537 

Carl Pirkle - JVC 
pirkleplus©bellsouth.net  404-325-0262 

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
FOUNDING EDITORS 

James Poulin - BCR Editor 

Next Meeting - March 12, 2020 
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2019-2020 Post Officers 

Commander—Walt Conway 	 Finance—Bryant Roland* 

Sr lice Commander—James Poulin 	Adjutant—Mike Fallaize* 

Jr Vice Commander—Carl Pirkie 	 Historian Al Alberghini* 

Chaplain—IR. McAlilev 	 Service Officer - Larry Robert 

Executive Committee Members 

Arnold Wall*  (2018-2021) Fred Viele*  (2018-2021) 

Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022) John Ottlev*  (2017-2020) 

Phil Mathis*  (2017-2020) Chuck Speight (2017-2020) 

James Poulin (2016-2019) Munir El-Amin (2019-2022) 

Dave Mason (2017-2019) Herman Anderson (2019-2022) 

Sam Steger*  (Ex-Offico Member) 

* Past Commanders 

8 	9 	10 	II 	12 	13 	14 

DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH- 
15 16 17 	18 	19 20 21 	

EPWORTH ROOM 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
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