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The Rough Riders had to Walk
An explosion sank the American
battleship USS Maine in Havana
harbor on 15 Feb 1898 with a loss of

260 sailors. Congress reacted by
declaring war on Spain 20 Apr 1898.
President William McKinley, Jr. (1843190 1), who had campaigned for
Cuban independence, needed to
muster a strong ground force swiftly.
At the war's outbreak, our regular
Army was small, understaffed, and
disorganized when compared with its
status at the end the Civil War in
1865. As we will see, our military sea
transport and quartermaster capabilities were lacking as well. From among
the 125,000 volunteers who
answered the President's call, three
volunteer cavalry regiments were
formed. Of these three, only the I st
United States Volunteer Cavalry
Regiment, nicknamed The Rough
Riders, saw action in the Spanish
American War. The Rough Riders are
not to be confused with the I st
United States Cavalry, a regular Army
regiment which also saw combat in
the war.

Contrary to popular opinion, the
Rough Riders were not initially commanded by Assistant Secretary of
the Navy Theodore Roosevelt
(1858-1919). He
was, however, influential in its organization and recruitment. The Army
was not about to give that prized
command slot to a civilian, at least
not at the outset. The Rough Riders'
first commander was regular Army
Colonel Leonard Wood (1860-1927).
He previously had earned the
Congressional Medal of Honor during
the Indian wars. Roosevelt was
designated second in command and
given the rank of lieutenant colonel.
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Another of the unit's nicknames was
"Wood's Weary Walkers" due to the
fact that, despite being a cavalry unit,
they fought in Cuba as dismounted
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infantry. In the confusion and haste of loading
scarce transport ships for Cuba, eight of the volunteer regiment's 12 companies, and most of its
horses, were left behind in Tampa, their port of
embarkation. A shortage of khaki cloth forced some
soldiers to fight in the Army's heavy blue winter
uniform.
Later, Wood was promoted to brigadier general and
assigned command of a cavalry brigade in Cuba,
consisting of the Rough Riders and two regular
Army regiments, the 10th Cavalry, and the aforementioned 1st Cavalry.
After Wood's promotion, Teddy was placed in
command of the volunteer cavalry regiment. He
renamed it "Roosevelt's Rough Riders." Not to
accuse a former president of plagiarism, but apparently Teddy "borrowed" that name from William
Frederick "Wild Bill" Cody (1846-1917) who, by
1893, had named his world-famous western
traveling show "Buffalo Bill's Wild West and
Congress of Rough Riders of the World".
On 01 Jul 98, the American V Corps, consisting of
the 1st Infantry Division and the cavalry brigade,
attacked a fortified ridge line 1.2 miles east of
Santiago de Cuba. This high ground was identified
as San Juan Hill and/or San Juan Heights. Roosevelt's mission was to capture the far right of the
objective, an area designated Kettle Hill. V Corps
was successful and the battle turned out to be the
decisive engagement of that phase of the war. The
actual fighting in Cuba lasted 10 days.
No doubt aided by Teddy's own subsequent and
colorful description
of the battle and a
silent movie, history
has tended to identify the volunteer
cavalrymen as the
"heroes of San Juan
Hill" and credited
them with "winning the Spanish American War".
Without taking away any credit won or deserved, it
would be technically more accurate to describe
the Rough Riders as heroes of Kettle Hill and having
won the decisive battle in Cuba. (The Rough Riders
did not participate in the Philippines).
- S
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For his actions, Roosevelt was recommended for the
Congressional Medal of Honor, but, possibly due to
political interference, did not receive it.
On 15 Sep 98 The Rough Riders turned in all government property and were disbanded at Montauk,
NY. That would not, however, be Roosevelt's last
venture into Army recruiting.
In 1900, President McKinley successfully sought
and won a second presidential term with Roosevelt
as his running mate. An assassin shot McKinley on
06 Sep 01, at the Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, NY. He died eight days later and Vice President
Theodore Roosevelt
assumed the office. In
the 1904 presidential
election, Roosevelt won
a second term in his
own right by defeating
Democratic nominee
Alton Brooks Parker.
Teddy announced that he would not attempt a third
term and stepped down after Republican William
Howard Taft defeated Democratic contender
William Jennings Bryan in the 1908 election.
Woodrow Wilson was our president when Germany
launched World War I by declaring war on Russia
01 Aug 14.
Theodore Roosevelt demanded a harsh policy
against Germany and was strongly critical of President Wilson's trying to keep America neutral. On
02 Apr 17 events led to Wilson's asking Congress to
declare war on Germany which it did.
In anticipation of our entering the war, Roosevelt
felt that, in March, 1917, Congress had authorized
him to raise a maximum of four American divisions
of volunteers similar to the Rough Riders. Among
the 18 men Teddy selected as recruiters was the legendary western and Boer War scout
Frederick Russell Burnham, then 55,
and anxious to get into the war. Burnham had supported Roosevelt's belligerent attitude toward Germany and his
prior exploits had caught Teddy's eye.
Historian Steve Kemper writes in A
Splendid Savage that Burnham agreed
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to raise four companies of soldiers for Roosevelt,
mostly from the American West.
Roosevelt said of Burnham, "He is a scout and
hunter of courage and ability. He is the ideal scout
and, when enlisted in the military service.. .is bound
to be of the greatest benefit."
By early April of 1917, Burnham reportedly had
20,000 volunteers, approximately one division,
committed to serve.
Someone may have blown the whistle on Roosevelt's enthusiasm. On 18 May 17, he finally got
around to telegraphing Wilson to "ask permission to
raise two divisions" for "service at the front". Also,
he wanted to come to Washington to see what
supplies might be available for his volunteers.
Kemper states that Roosevelt was a likely Republican contestant for president in the forthcoming 1920
election. That, plus Roosevelt's earlier criticism of
Wilson, prompted the President to reply on 19 May
17, "I regret that I cannot comply with your
request." He assured Roosevelt that his decision was
not personal, but was based "entirely on considerations of public policy."
Two days later, Roosevelt told all his volunteers that
Wilson had refused to let his divisions be organized
and declined his desire to command them, concluding "Our only course is to disband." No doubt, many
of the Roosevelt recruits were among the 300,000
who later volunteered for service in the war.
Wilson then announced to the
press that an American Expeditionary
Force (AEF) would
indeed be organized, but that
General John Joseph "Black Jack" Pershing, not Roosevelt, would
command it. Undeterred, Burnham found another
way to serve his nation. He looked up men from his
western scouting days who had prospected for gold
and silver. They led him to tungsten and manganese deposits which were vital in making weapons
and ammunition for the war.
The British used mounted cavalry in the early stages
of WWI. When they charged, German machine
guns and artillery decimated them. Four U.S.
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mounted cavalry regiments were sent to France, but
were used mostly as scouting units and rear area security. In the 12-16 Sep 18 Battle of Saint-Mihiel,
however, at Vieville, Troop F of the 2nd U.S. Cavalry staged the
AEF's only
horse- mounted
charge of the
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As Wilson conconsidered another presidential run in 1920, but his health deteriorated and he died in 1919.

UARY SPEAKER
The speaker at our Thursday, 13 February regular
meeting, is John Ottley Jr., his presentation is "A
Bad Day at Clark Field". John is a 1953 graduate
of Davidson College, earned a masters degree from
Columbia University in 1954. Commissioned
through ROTC, he served as an infantry platoon
leader in the 1st Armored Division before attending
Army flight school and subsequently flying fixed
and rotary wing Army aircraft in the Panama Canal
Zone. After being released from active duty, he
joined the 108th Division (Training) (USAR) in
Charlotte, NC as aviation officer. Subsequently he
served with the 81st Aviation Battalion (USAR), in
Atlanta and ended his military career at the rank of
Colonel as headquarters commandant of the
(reactivated) Third U.S. Army at Ft. McPherson.
John's awards include Expert Infantryman Badge,
Master Aviator Badge, and the Legion of Honor. His
civilian career included journalism, creative writing,
and association management.

Christmas Pa
The Post 134 Christmas Party was held on
14 December at the La Petite Violette restaurant.
The party was well attended with 20 partygoers
including 13 Legion members, 3 spouses, 4 guests,
and our entertainer Chris Moorman. Chris dazzled
us with magic tricks at our tables before the party
and on the stage during the party. Magic is his
hobby that he does for his own enjoyment and he is
good at it. His performance left us all in awe and
wondering how he did it. The food was good and the
mingling was enjoyable."
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Commander—Walt Conway
Sr Vice Commander—James Poulin
Jr Vice Commander—Carl Pirkie
Chaplain—JR. McAliley

Finance—Bryant Roland*
Adjutant—Mike Fallaize*
Historian—Al Alberghini*
Service Officer - Larry Robert

Executive Committee Members
Arnold Wall* (2018-2021)
Wulf Lindenau (2019-2022)
Phil Mathis* (2017-2020)
James Poulin (2016-2019)

Fred Viele* (2018-2021)
John Ottley* (2017-2020)
Chuck Speight (2017-2020)
Munir El-Amin (2019-2022)

Dave Mason (2017-2019)

Herman Anderson (2019-2022)

Sam Steger (Ex-Offico Member)

* Past Commanders
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