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WWI Air Ace Injured in Crash Near Atlanta
[ere is an interesting local
n.gle to the story in a
cent BCR about Captain
dward Vernon Rickenacker, a WWI ace and,
ter, president of Eastern
Lirlines.
Capn' Eddie" almost was
killed in a 26 Feb 41 crash
near Atlanta Municipal
Airport (now HartsfieldJackson International). He
was a passenger on
Eastern's flight 21, originating at LaGuardia in New
York and destined for
Brownsville, TX, with
several intermediate stops,
one of which was Atlanta.
At 2338,
Atlanta Air
Traffic Control Center
(ATC) gave the local
altimeter setting to the DC3
airliner. The copilot dialed
in the wrong setting on the
altimeter on his side of the
instrument panel.
As a
result, his altimeter made it
appear that the plane was

I

almost 1,000 feet
than it actually was.
As the plane was descending in instrument nighi
conditions, Mr. Rickenbacker felt a slight bump when
the plane hit the top of
tree. He jumped out of hiss
seat and was heading for the
rear of the plane presumably
for a safer seat, when ii
crashed near Morrow, GA.
south of Atlanta. Eight oil
the 16 passengers were
killed. Rickenbacker wa
badly
injured. When hi
ambulance reached the
hospital, doctors ordered
him placed with the
deceased. Miraculously, hc
recovered.
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Christmas Party
Deadline Approaches:

The deadline for signing
u for the 14 Dec Post
134 Christmas Party is
fast approaching. If you
plan to attend, please
advise John Ottley at
jkoftley2gmail. corn
and get your check to him
not later than Thursday, 12
Dec, at:
4490 Old Burlington
Street,
Alpharetta, GA 300226239.
The price is $25 a person.
Your check should
made out to American
Legion Post 134.
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THE FOLLOWING HEARTFELT STORY WAS PASSED ALONG TO US BY HARRY LAMON,
A PAST COMMANDER OF POST 134.
Just before passenger boarding commenced, the lead
flight attendant told her captain, "We have an H.R.
(human remains) on this flight."
"Are they military?" he asked.
"Yes."
"Is an escort traveling with us?"
"Yes. I've already assigned him a seat".
"Would you please board him early and tell him to
come to the flight deck?"
A short while later a young army sergeant, his
uniform impeccable stepped through the cockpit
door. He explained that "his" soldier was on his way
back to his home in Virginia. "Is there anything I
can do for you?"
"No, sir."
"You have the toughest job in the military. All of us
in the crew appreciate the work you do for the
families." The captain and first officer stood and
shook his hand.
They completed their preflight checks, were pushed
back, taxied out, and took off. About 30 minutes into
our flight, the lead flight attendant called from the
cabin. She had just learned that the casualty's
mother, father, widow, and two-year-old daughter
also were aboard. They were upset because they had
been refused, for humanitarian concerns, to view
their son before takeoff. The flight was enroute to a
major hub where there would be a four-hour wait for
the connecting to Virginia. The father has asked the
flight attendant whether anything could be done to
allow them to be outside the cargo door to watch the
coffin being taken off the airplane.
The captain replied, "I'm on it." Normally, airborne
communication with the company occurs in the form
of e-mail like messages. The captain bypassed that
and contacted his dispatcher directly by radio. He
explained the situation and the family's request.
The dispatcher replied, "I understand and will be
back with you." Two hours went by and there was
no word from the dispatcher. Things would get busy
in the cockpit as they planned the initial descent.
The captain texted the dispatcher for an update.
The dispatcher texted back apologizing for then
delay. "Captain, sorry it has taken so long to get

back to you. The company has a policy on that and
that I had to check a few things.
"Upon your arrival, a dedicated escort team will
meet the aircraft. The team will escort the family to
the ramp and planeside. A van will be used to
load the remains with a secondary van for the
family. "The family will be taken to their connecting
flight's departure area where the remains can be
seen on the ramp. They will be in a private area
reserved for families of the deceased. When the
connecting aircraft arrives, the family will be
escorted onto the ramp and planeside to watch the
remains being loaded for the final leg home.
"Captain, most of us in flight control are
veterans. Please pass our condolences on to the
family. Thanks."
The captain thanked the dispatcher, printed out the
message, and gave it to the lead flight attendant to
pass on to the father. She said, "You have no idea
how much this will mean to them."

After the plane landed and was taxiing to the gate,
ground control advised the captain that all other
traffic was being held for his plane. The captain
realized that, once he turned the seat belt sign off, all
passengers would jam the aisles as usual trying to
get off.
He stopped the aircraft short of the gate and
announced on the PA, "Ladies and gentleman, this is
your captain. I have a special announcement. We
have a passenger on board who deserves our honor
and respect."
He gave the casualty's name, pointing out that he
had given his life for his country. He further
A HEARTFELT STORY.. continued on Page 3
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A Heartfelt Story,,. continuedfrom Page 2
explained that the soldier's escort and family also
were aboard.
The captain continued, "Once we get to the gate, I
would appreciate your remaining in your seats to
allow the family and escort to exit the aircraft first."
The plane continued to the gate, came to a stop, and
the crew started shutdown procedures. The captain
stepped out of the cockpit and found the two
forward flight attendants crying, something you just
do not see. Not a person in the cabin moved until the
family and escort had deplaned. As the family made
its way down the aisle, one passenger began to clap.
In moments everyone in the cabin was applauding.
As the family passed, other passengers uttered their
consolations.
Many of the passengers disembarking thanked the
captain me for the announcement. He replied,
"Thank you, but nothing I could have said would
have brought back that brave soldier."
If you were moved by this story, pray for the men
and women in our Armed Forces and veterans. Ask
others to do likewise. Thank you all who have
served, or are serving. We will not forget!

[INUPredictive Letter:
The following was excerpted from a letter from
J. Shipley Troth, of Wayne, PA, to the editor of Life
magazine. It was published 14 Nov 41, a mere 27
days before the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor.
How's this for an eerily accurate prediction?
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Sirs: Our failure to assume world leadership (after)
World War I (has made) our participation in the next
major European war.. . inevitable.
In the final analysis, Hitler's cause is hopeless. No
nation or combination of nations (can) win an all-out
war with America.
Every realist knows that...75% of American
industry must be producing war material (as
opposed to) the present 15%.
America will be forced by events beyond her
control to become the greatest military power the
world ever has known. Our world responsibility for
the next several centuries is as certain as (planetary)
orbits and the rising of tomorrow's sun. (What will
follow) is the greatest era of peace and prosperity in
recorded history.

Joint Post 134 - Knights Meeting
On 23 Oct 19, members of our post met jointly with
the Knights of Columbus council at All Saints
Catholic Church, 2443 Mt. Vernon Road,
Dunwoody, to hear Peachtree Corners Mayor Mike
Mason, a former Navy corpsman, describe the many
high-tech developments being employed in north
Gwinnett's newest city. Also taking the lectern was
retired Marine MG Denis Shortal, mayor of
Dunwoody.

From left in this photo are: COL Richard H. White,
board chair Georgia Military Veterans Hall of Fame;
Harwood Jones, grand knight of the All Saints KC;
Wulf Lindenau, Executive Committee member, Post
134; Mayor Mason; Mayor Shortal; and David Mason, Executive Committee member, Post 134.
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George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS
James Poulin - BCR Editor

Contributing Editor -John Ottley
Mike Fallaize - Consulting Editor
Phil Mathis - Editor emeritus
Next Regular Meeting

Tuesday 13 February, 2020
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Commander—Walt Conway
Sr Vice Commander—James Poulin
Jr Vice Commander—Carl Pirkie
Chaplain—JR. McAliley

Finance—Bryant Roland*
Adjutant—Mike Fall aize*
Historian—Al Alberghini*
Service Officer - Larry Robert

Executive Committee Members
Arnold Wall* (2018-2021)
WiilfLindenau (2019-2022)
Chuck Speight (2017-2020)
Munir El-Amin (2019-2022)
Herman Anderson (2019-2022)
Sam Steger* (Ex-Offico Member)

Fred Viele* (2018-2021)
John Ottley* (2017-2020)
James Poulin (2016-2019)
Dave Mason (2017-2019)
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DUNWOODY UNITED METHODIST CHURCHEPWORTH ROOM
1548 MT VERNON ROAD, DUNWOODY GA 30338
LUNCH 11:45AM- 1:00 PM COST $10.00

Next Executive Committee Meeting
Thursday 9 January, 2020.
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