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This Month in History 
May 5, 1865 - Decoration Day was first 

observed in the U.S., with the tradition of 

decorating soldiers' graves from the Civil 

War with flowers. The observance date was 

later moved to May 30th and included 

American graves from World War I and 

World War II, and became better known as 

Memorial Day. In 1971, Congress moved 

Memorial Day to the last Monday in May, 

thus creating a three-day holiday weekend 

May 5, 1961 - Alan Shepard became the 

first American in space. He piloted the 

spacecraft Freedom 7 during a 15-minute 

28-second suborbital flight that reached an 

altitude of 116 miles (186 kilometers) above 

the earth. Shepard’s success occurred 23 

days after the Russians had launched the 

first-ever human in space, cosmonaut Yuri 

Gagarin, during an era of intense technologi-

cal competition between the Russians and 

Americans called the Space Race.  

May 8, 1942 - During World War II in the 

Pacific, the Battle of the Coral Sea began in 

which Japan would suffer its first defeat of 

the war. The battle, fought off New Guinea, 

marked the first time in history that two 

opposing naval forces fought by only using 

aircraft without the opposing ships ever 

sighting each other.  

In the April issue of the Bugle Call Rag we 

were told why and how the Manhattan Pro-

ject started.  We’ll pick-up from when 

Colonel Groves joins the project. 

 

Q: How did COL Leslie 

Richard Groves, Jr., 

(right) enter the picture? 

A: Groves commanded 

the Corps’s Construction 

Division and had super-

vised building the Penta-

gon. He worked closely 

with James Marshall at the Manhattan 

Project’s beginning.  

Q: Did James Marshall and Groves 

choose a single path for separating U-

235 from U-238? 

A: No, because at first, no one was cer-

tain of the best way to do it. Initially, it 

was undertaken at three locations: (a) 

the University of California at Berkeley, 

(b) Columbia University in New York, 

and (c) the Carnegie Institution for Sci-

ence in DC.  

Simultaneously, research on building 

nuclear reactors went forward at Colum-

bia and the Metallurgical Laboratory at 

the University of Chicago.  

Q: At some point, did Groves take over 

the entire Manhattan Project?  

A: Yes. He was testifying at a Congres-

sional hearing on 17 Sep 42 when he 

was called aside and told that he had 

been selected for a very important job. 

If done right, it would go a long way 

toward winning the war. Groves hoped 

that meant a combat command. When 

told it was the Manhattan Project, he 

said diffidently, “Oh, that.”  

He brightened considerably, however, 

when told that he would be promoted to 

brigadier general to supervise “that”. 

Groves took overall command of the 

project 22 Sep 42.  

Q: Were the various nuclear scientists 

fond of Groves and happy to work for 

him to serve the nation’s best interests? 

A: No. These men lived in rarefied at-

mospheres, were darlings of their re-

spective academic institutions, and were 

accustomed to getting what they 

wanted. They resented being told what 

to do and when to do it—especially by 

an overbearing and regimented Army 

officer.  

By the same token, however, the project 

presented them an unprecedented oppor-

tunity to work together with the best 

scientists in their fields.  

Q: Why were the nuclear bombs built at 

Los Alamos? 

A:  The Los Ala-

mos Ranch 

School, atop a 

mesa in New 

Mexico, was cho-

sen as being suffi-

ciently isolated in 

case of a nuclear accident. The school 

was evicted 07 Dec 42 so that work 

could start on the lab. 
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Massive, and inordinately expensive, efforts to pro-

duce U-235 at Oak Ridge, TN, and Hanford, WA, re-

sulted in a meager 55 kilograms. It was delivered to 

Los Alamos in July, 1945. Two nuclear bombs were 

built, one using fission; the second fusion, or implo-

sion.  

Of the two, the fis-

sion bomb was easier 

to build and detonate. 

The implosion 

method promised 

more destructive 

power. It was, how-

ever, so much more complex that the scientists wanted 

to test it before sending it a into combat1. A site was 

selected on the bombing range of Alamogordo Army 

Airfield2 in Otero County, NM. A 100-ft. steel stand 

was built to simulate the weapon’s being air-dropped. 

The test device, nicknamed “the gadget”, was success-

fully detonated at 5:30 a.m. on 16 Jul 45.  

The blast was so pervasive that, to maintain secrecy, 

Groves had to invent a cover story. He told the media 

that an Alamogordo ammo dump had blown up.  

Q: Since Russia was at that time an ally, did Roose-

velt and Churchill want to keep the USSR fully ad-

vised of our nuclear weapons progress? 

A: Yes and no. Understanding the flaws of commu-

nism as well as Adolph Hitler and George Frost 

Kenan, Churchill wanted to keep Russia out of the 

loop. Roosevelt was OK with informing Russia, but 

went along with Churchill. Truth be known, they 

found out anyway. 

Groves discovered that, as early as August, 1943, So-

viet agents were snooping on the project. He informed 

FDR who discounted the potential danger.  

On 31 Dec 44, Stimson told the President that Russia 

had acquired no “real knowledge” of the program. 

On 06 Nov 47, Soviet Foreign Minister Vyacheslav 

Mikhailovich Molotov stated publicly that the atom 

bomb had long ceased to be a secret.  

In 1992, Russian Intelligence Service—successor to 

the KGB—revealed that Soviet spies had penetrated 

the project’s “most sensitive and secret” areas at Los 

Alamos. 

Klaus Fuchs, (below) a German communist and son of 

a Lutheran minister, moved to England and went to 

work with Peierls. In mid-1942 he began giving Rus-

sia secret information from the British nuclear pro-

gram. Fuchs and Peierls went to 

Columbia University and, in 

August, 1944, Fuchs got through 

the vetting process and gained a 

post in theoretical physics at Los 

Alamos. He continued feeding 

top secret information to the 

Russians.  

After WWII, he was convicted 

of breaking the UK’s Official 

Secrets Act on 01 Mar 50 and imprisoned in Great 

Britain. He was released on 23 Jun 59 and returned to 

East Germany. He died in Berlin 20 Jan 88. 

Q: Did the Germans ever succeed in making an A-

bomb? 

A: In late 1944, a U.S. intelligence unit discovered 

that the German nuclear program barely had advanced 

beyond the research stage. Germany surrendered 07 

May 45.  

 

Q: Was a nuclear bomb dropped on Germany? 

A: No. None was ready when the Germans surren-

dered. 

Q: Was a special U.S. Army Air Force unit created to 

drop the nuclear weapons on Ja-

pan? 

A: Yes, the 509th Composite 

Group, officially activated 17 Dec 

443. Its commander was COL Paul 

Warfield Tibbets (right) a veteran 

bomber pilot in the European air 

campaign. 
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1—The test was code-named Trinity. 

2—Now Holloman AFB.  
3—The 41st anniversary of Orville Wright’s first flight at Kitty 

Hawk, NC. 
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Q: What was the unit’s strength? 

A: 1800 airmen and 15 four-engine Boeing B-29s4 

modified to transport nuclear weapons. 

Q: How were they modified? 

A: As manufactured, the B-29 could carry 20,000 

pounds of bombs in bomb bay racks. The Silverplate 

B-29’s were configured to carry a single nuclear bomb 

weighing up to 10,000 pounds which was way too big 

to fit in the original bomb racks. 

Q: Did the 509th have anything uncommon to other 

bombing units? 

A: Yes. A small medical team of radiology specialists.  

Q: Where was the 509th based after deploying to the 

Pacific? 

A: North Field, Tinian Island, in the Marianas. The 

group arrived in May, 1945. 

Q: Was any Allied plane, other than the B-29 Super-

fortress, capable of dropping either of the two nuclear 

bomb in existence at that time? 

A: Only the British four-engine Avro Lancaster.  

Q: After FDR’s death 12 Apr 45, did former VP 

Harry S. Truman have any reservations about drop-

ping the bombs on Japan? 

A: As pointed out in a previous footnote, Truman had 

been kept completely in the dark about the Manhattan 

Project. His first inkling was a 25 Apr 45 briefing by 

Stimson and Groves.  

The newly elevated president did not, as usually por-

trayed, decide at once and without hesitation to use the 

bombs. Instead, he put the matter before a special ad-

visory body, the Interim Committee. All of its mem-

bers strongly favored dropping the bombs. One histo-

rian writes that, “from this point on, Truman effec-

tively lost control over the decision”.  

The Interim Committee became the guiding voice on 

nuclear weapons policy. It deliberated almost two 

months before getting back to Truman. Its recommen-

dation on 01 Jun 45: use the weapons on Japan with 

no prior warning.  

Five days later, Stimson went to Truman hoping for a 

decision. The President hadn’t yet made up his mind. 

Stimson and Groves nevertheless proceeded as if Tru-

man had given them the go ahead. 

Hedging his bets, on 18 Jun 45, Truman told the chiefs 

of staff to proceed with plans to invade the Japanese 

mainland. 

Q: Did anyone have second thoughts about using nu-

clear bombs? 

A: Definitely. 

Under Secretary of the Navy Ralph Austin Bard 

changed his mind about no prior warning. On 27 Jun 

45, he protested that “humanitarian considerations” 

dictated that the bomb might not even be necessary.  

Bard had heard that Japan was making peace feelers. 

He pleaded for giving Japan two to three days’ ad-

vance warning. His objection was not purely humani-

tarian. There was concern that, if the bomb ended the 

conflict, the Navy would end up second in importance 

to the Army Air Force after the war. 

Roosevelt’s trusted Naval aide, Admiral William 

Daniel Leahy, thought the bombs wouldn’t go off. 

Then, lo and behold, a group of scientists from the 

University of Chicago reactor program protested. 

They were led by, of all people, Leo Szilard who 

wrote the original letter to Roosevelt.  

These learned men pouted that dropping the bomb 

without prior warning would damage America’s repu-

tation.  

They wanted to see a demo bomb dropped in some 

remote area of Japan as a warning and urged that Con-

gress be brought in on the decision. 

Up and Atom—Continued on Page 4 
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Secretary of State James Francis 

Byrnes (right) wisely observed that, if 

Congress became involved, they 

would question what the nation got 

for all that money. 

Szilard’s protest reached Groves 25 

Jul 45. He passed it along to Stimson. 

It hit the war secretary’s  desk 01 Aug 

45. Too late. Plans for Tibbets to drop 

the first bomb five days later were too far along to 

cancel.  

Q: Was a warning of any kind given to Japan? 

A: Yes, at the Potsdam5 Conference on 26 Jul 45, Tru-

man, British Prime Minister Clement Richard Attlee, 

and Chiang Kai Shek, chairman of Nationalist China, 

demanded that Japan surrender unconditionally or face 

“prompt and utter destruction.” They added, “We shall 

brook no delay.” 

Q: What was Japan’s response? 

A: It rejected the declaration on 28 Jul 45.  

 

Q: Were both nuclear bombs delivered to Tinian by 

the cruiser USS Indianapolis? 

A: The main components of Little Boy, (below) the 

fission weapon, were delivered to Tinian from Califor-

nia on 26 Jul 45 by the 

Indianapolis6. A four-

engine Douglas C-54 

Skymaster flew the fu-

sion bomb’s plutonium 

core to Tinian on 28 Jul 

45 and its other parts ar-

rived by B-29 on 02 Aug 

45.   

Q: Prior to takeoff, was anything unusual issued to the 

crews of the the Little Boy mission? 

A: Flight Surgeon John Young gave each aircraft 

commander a box of cyanide pills for use by their 

crews if they had been shot down and captured in Ja-

pan. 

Q: Was there a deception plan prior to the Hiroshima 

raid? 

A: Yes, and a clever one at that. The Army Air Force 

sent groups of two or three B-29s over Japan only to 

turn around and return to Tinian. As a consequence, 

on 06 Aug 45, the Japanese showed little interest in 

Tibbets’s B-29, the Enola Gay. As it approached Hi-

roshima, enemy fighter control radios were quiet.  

Tibbets climbed to 30,700 feet before releasing the 

9,000-pound fission bomb at 8:15 a.m. It fell to 1,969 

feet before detonating—exactly as planned for opti-

mum effect. 

Q: What made Little Boy detonate?  

A: A cordite charge fired a block of U-235 into a ura-

nium core.  

Q: Did Japan surrender after the Hiroshima bombing? 

A: No, and conventional bombing of Japan7 resumed.  

Up and Atom—Final Installment in the June BCR 
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5—A Berlin suburb.  
6 -Sunk 30 Jul 45 by a Japanese sub on its return trip. Many of its 

crew were devoured by sharks.  

Memorial Day Ceremonies Around 

Atlanta  

Georgia National Cemetery  

Saturday, May 26 2018 

10:00 am  

2025 Mount Carmel Lane Canton, Georgia 30114 770.479.9300  

 

Marietta National Cemetery  

Monday, May 28, 2018  

12:00 pm  

500 Washington Avenue Marietta, Georgia 30060 866.236.8159  
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JROTC Cadet Second 

Lieutenant Karla Tejada 

(left), of Roswell Road, 

receives the American 

Legion Post 134 award 

for scholastic excel-

lence. Tejada, a mem-

ber of the battalion 

staff, is a sophomore at 

North Springs Charter 

High. Presenting the award is Post 134 Adju-

tant Sam Steger, of Greensward Drive, Atlanta.  
 

Army JROTC Cadet 

Staff Sergeant Ari 

Rivera (left), of The 

Valley, NE, in Sandy 

Springs, receives the 

American Legion 

Post 134 award for 

military excellence. 

Rivera is a sopho-

more at North 

Springs Charter High.  

Alexander Roberson 

(right), of Woodland 

Avenue in Atlanta’s Or-

mewood Park 

neighborhood, receives 

an award for scholastic 

excellence from Sam 

Steger, adjutant, Post 

134 of the AmerIcan 

Legion. Roberson, a jun-

ior, at Maynard Jackson High School, is a cadet 

major in the school’s Junior ROTC battalion 

and serves as executive officer.  

 

Kayla Vactor (right), of 

Cooper Street in Atlanta’s 

Mechanicsville neighbor-

hood, receives an award 

for military excellence 

from Sam Steger, adjutant, 

Post 134 of the AmerIcan 

Legion. Vactor, a junior, at 

Maynard Jackson High 

School, is a cadet captain 

in the school’s Junior 

ROTC battalion.  
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1548 MT VERNON ROAD, DUNWOODY GA 30338 

LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM — COST $10.00 

Happy Memorial Day 
Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, hon-

oring the men and women who died while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial 

Day 2018 occurs on Monday, May 28. Originally known as Decoration Day, it 

originated in the years following the Civil War and became an official federal 

holiday in 1971. Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or 

memorials, holding family gatherings and participating in parades. Unofficially, it 

marks the beginning of the summer season.  


