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COMMANDER’S COLUMN
Happy New Year!!
I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful
Christmas, Hanukkah, and New Year celebrations and that you are ready to begin
2017 in good health and spirits.
I’d like to begin this month’s Commander’s
Corner by expressing my thanks on several
fronts:
First, thanks to Wiley Virden and his
merry band of elves for organizing a great
Christmas party at Petite Auberge, our final
celebration there as they prepare to open
at their new location, La Violette.
Our distaff guests were especially lovely
and made us all look better than we usually
do dressed as they were in their holiday
finery. Our meal was delicious and the
entertainment was enjoyed by all in attendance.
Second, thanks to John Ottley, who
worked long and hard on finding new meeting places for our monthly meetings as well
as our ExComm meetings.
As you know, cost, menu selections and
location were of the utmost concerns and I
appreciate the seriousness with John and
his Committee members took this responsibility. It was no easy task. Details are as
follows:
Beginning January 5, 2017, our ExComm meetings will take place at
JChristopher Restaurant in Dunwoody at noon.
Beginning January 12, 2017 our regu-

lar monthly meetings will take place
at noon at Dunwoody United Methodist Church in Dunwoody. And…
Third, thank you to those of you who responded by donating to any of the charitable causes for active as well as deceased
service members that I mentioned in my
last BCR.
Inside this issue:
We all know how it feels to be so far away
from home, especially during the holidays.
And for Gold Star families, it is an especially
difficult time of year, but seeing or knowing
that there’s a wreath on a loved one’s
grave can help make it a bit easier.
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As you know from our Treasurer’s reports,
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our Post is operating at budget, without a
financial cushion to speak of. None of us
likes this, especially since it limits us in ways
we’d rather not have to think about.
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I’d like us to be thinking ahead to a way to
resolve this issue and add to our financial
reserves – hopefully in as fun and as
painless a manner as possible. This way,
we’ll also be able to respond to charitable
matters as well others without worry.
If you have an idea, please do not hesitate
to forward it to me ASAP
(acalberghini@gmail.com) so I can add it to
the list I’m compiling.
I hope to be able to discuss the possibilities
at our January meeting. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you there.
For God and Country,
Al

"New Year's Day.. Now is the
accepted time to make your
regular annual good resolutions.
Next week you can begin paving
hell with them as usual." — Mark

Hap’s Wars

Before his death on October 10, 2016,, Post
134 Past Commander Farish C. “Hap” Chandler completed work on his memoir, Hap’s
Wars.
This 111-page, generously illustrated volume
recounts his harrowing experiences as lead
navigator on a four-engined Consolidated B24
in the deadly skies over Europe during World
War II.
He also vividly describes his recall to active
duty to the Korean War in which he served
as a navigator/bombardier in twin-engined
Douglas A-26 prowler –hunters. His crew
sought targets of opportunity in the black of
night over North Korea. One daring mission
resulted in his earning the Distinguished Flying Cross.
After ulcers marked the end of his air crew
days, Hap served the remainder of his distinguished Air Force career as a sharp-eyed and
dedicated logistics officer, mostly in Georgia.
Written in a fluid, first-person style, Hap
downplays the hazards experienced by young
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men of The Greatest Generation who
boarded Eighth Air Force bombers day after
day in East Anglia, England, to wreak havoc on
the Continent. Each knew all too well that his
chances of making it home were slimmer than
a U.S. Marine’s in the Pacific.
After retiring from active service, Hap was a
key supporter of the world-class Mighty
Eighth Air Force Museum in Pooler, GA, near
Savannah.
The book acknowledges Hap’s fellow Post
134 Legionnaire, Past Commander Todd Copley, for his help in researching and proofing
the manuscript, and for his remarkable computer graphic contributions.
The book is available for $15—which includes
postage—from Hap’s daughter, Laura Chandler at 470 Brookfield Dr., Atlanta, GA 303422708. Make your check payable to Laura and
be sure to include your surface mail address.
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NEW MEMBER PROFILE NEW MEMBER PROFILE

2016 Post134 Christmas party at Petite Auberge
Post members and guests were entertained with
Christmas Carols sang by Diamond Dominy shown
below.

New member Chuck Speight, is a native of Rome,
GA. Before earning a bachelor of business administration degree from Georgia State in 1973, he
served three years in the Navy (1963-66) as an
electronics technician and radio maintenance and
repairman.
He was stationed aboard the USS Shangri-La
(CV38) an Essex-class aircraft carrier. He also had
duty at the Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, naval station.
Presently retired, his leisure activities include running, biking, and golf. He and his wife, Ann, reside in
Doraville and are active in the Unity Church.
Chuck joined Post 134 because of his interest in
military history—especially that of WWII. He was
recruited by our fellow member, Arnold Wall.

American Legion POST 134
Oratorical Contest
When: February 4, 2017, Start time is 12:30 pm
Where: Location is TBD
Who: We need members to attend a support our
contestants

IN MEMORIAM
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Everett E Pritchard DOB—1/20/1926, Died—11/30/2016
Past Commander of Post 134 1997-1998

January Speaker
Sue VerHoef
Sue is Director of Oral History and Genealogy at the Kenan
Research Center, Atlanta History Center. She is a graduate
of Brigham Young University (BA, International Relations)
and the University of West Georgia (MA, History with Museum Studies Certificate). Sue produces public genealogy
programming for the Atlanta History Center and manages
the Center’s oral history initiatives, including the Veterans
History Project, a collection in excess of 600 oral history
interviews collected since 1999 in partnership with the Library of Congress
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