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COMMANDER’S COLUMN
It’s hard to believe that we have moved
fully into the fall of this year. I think
we can all attest to what many people
have said through the years: the older
you get, the faster time goes by. It’s
true.

membership and spouses as well. For
starters, while we will maintain our
traditions each month (reading of the
preamble, the Pledge, etc.), we will
also be injecting a bit of humor and
conviviality along the way.

I read recently that only about five
percent of the men and women who
fought in WWII survive today – and
that we lose about 500 of these heroes
each week.

As far as functions go, we have two
big ones coming up, our Christmas
Party and our Oratorical Contest.

We only need look at our own Post 134
to know this is true, having lost
Charlie Shepherd, “Pete” Cross and
“Hap” Chandler this year alone.
This brings into clear focus that while
we mourn the loss of these true heroes,
we must re-double our efforts to enlist
new members – and we must begin
right now. I ask you all to try to find at
least one person you can invite to
attend one of our meetings with an eye
toward inviting them to join our Post.
It also brings to mind that some of our
members are no longer able to get to
meetings on their own, for one reason
or another. This is something I’d like
us to address.
One of the things we discussed at our
EXCOM meeting was putting together
a Rideshare Program so members who
are able to provide rides could team up
with those members who need rides to
get to the meetings.
I’m asking for a member who is
willing to take on this task to contact
me via email to begin setting this up.
See back page of this newsletter to
contact me.
We are making strides toward
re-invigorating our meetings as well as
our functions to make them more
inviting not only to prospective
members, but to our current

Wiley Virden has agreed to chair this
year’s Christmas party. He and his
committee of eager “elves” are hard at
work identifying a “super” location
and program for the event and they’re
sure members and their spouses and
guest will enjoy themselves. As soon
as a date is announced, be sure to mark
your calendars. If you have any ideas
or suggestions, please contact Wiley
ASAP.
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Bill Nevins is working hard on plans
for a great Oratorical Contest. We will
be casting a wide net as far as schools
and contestants go. We will also be
holding the event at a new location this
year since our previous location will be
unavailable. I hope you will offer your
help when it is requested.
We’re hoping to grow the Oratorical
Contest each year into a premier event
and we’d like as many members on
board as possible. This is certainly not
a one-man job by a long shot.
And, finally, a note about dues. If you
have not yet paid your American
Legion dues for this year, please take a
minute and send it in now. We count
on everyone doing his part in a timely
manner so we can meet our
obligations. Thank you for your
cooperation. I appreciate it.

For God and Country,
Al Alberghini

WE’RE MOVING
IN 2017
Petite Aberge is moving
to a new location in
January, 2017. The new
location may not be a
good fit for our post.
Our EXCOM is working
diligently to secure a new
meeting
location.
Standby for updates
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RESOLVING THE NATIONAL ANTHEM CONTROVERSY
By Edward “Otto” Pernotto

Editor’s Note: Otto has been a life long friend of mine.
He commissioned me as a 2Lt and decommissioned me
when I retired from the USAF. Five years ago, he
showed up at the WWII Memorial in Washington, D.C.
to give five of our post members a personal tour during
an Honor Flight. A great American and historian.

N

ational Football League (NFL) entertainer
Colin Kaepernick’s method of protest,
kneeling during the National Anthem, is slowly
growing. These protests take the form of taking a
knee, raising a fist or some other behavior, rather
than standing at attention with hand over heart and
facing the flag or music (if no flag is present) as
defined in the United States Code, the official
compilation of federal statutes. So far, most have
identified this as a free speech issue rather than a
violation of US Code.
My Grandfather, Joe Conway, played pro football
in 1914 for the Youngstown Ohio Patricians, the
only pro football team founded in a church. One
of the best sources on early pro football, “The
Sunday Game” by Keith McClellan, outlines how
pro football was essentially shut down as World
War I approached, with over 20% of the players
taking officer commissions, more attending
training camps, many serving overseas and several
earning awards for valor. According to McClellan,
in 1917 the National Anthem was played by bands
before games, a tradition ever since, and the
Dayton Triangles had the local Wright Field Army
Aviators fly over and drop the game ball, thus
beginning the flyby tradition.
During WWII, many players joined the fight,
causing major disruptions to the game. According
to the Pro Football Hall of Fame website, twenty
one NFL players were killed in the war while

three with football connections earned the
Congressional Medal of Honor. More recent pro
players with military service include Dallas
Cowboy and Navy’s Heisman Trophy winner
Roger Staubach, who volunteered for Vietnam
service, and Pittsburg’s famed Rocky Bleier. After
his rookie year, Bleier was drafted then
volunteered for Vietnam, wounded in combat, and
was awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart.
He later rejoined the Steelers with an incredible
career. And who can forget Arizona Cardinal great
Pat Tillman volunteering for the US Army
Rangers but later tragically killed in a tragic
“friendly fire” incident. There is a long and proud
connection of pro football and military service.
These recent protests are framed as a freedom of
speech issue and I do not seek to silence those
who feel their concerns should be highlighted.
However, there are so many ways to bring issues
to light, from news conferences, to social media,
acts of service to their communities, that
disrespecting the flag and the National Anthem is
unnecessary. The flag flies on US Embassies
around the world as a beacon of freedom, it’s
worn on the uniforms of our Armed Forces and
first responders and it drapes the caskets of service
members, including my father and four of his
brothers, as they were taken to their final resting
place.
With NFL viewership reportedly down over 11%,
and the protests spreading into colleges and high
schools, advertisers may be getting concerned.
Additionally, there is a growing rift between many
fans and the millionaire players and the billionaire
owners of the NFL. It’s time to bring this sad
chapter of protest to a conclusion. I believe there
is a way out for all concerned.
My recommendation is for the NFL Owners and
Players Associations to agree to follow the US
Code for the National Anthem. All employees of
the NFL including owners, staff, officials and
players will render the appropriate respect to the
flag during the Anthem. If any individual feels
they cannot do so, they will remove themselves
from sight and wait until the ceremony is
NFL...Continued on Page 4
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OUR DEBT TO VETERANS
Echoes from the Hills
By Bob N. Justus
Editor’s Note: Bob Justus has been a pen pal friend of
mine for over five years, supporting me with letters of
encouragement on two separate deployments to Iraq
and the Persian Gulf. He is no stranger to the Bugle
Call Rag, writing an article in the September 2012
edition, and a poem, “I Am A Soldier, Brave And
True,”published in the November 2011 issue.

N

ovember 11 is Veterans’ Day. It began as
Armistice Day, commemorating the end of
World War I on Nov. 11, 1918. In 1927 President
Calvin Coolidge, by request of Congress, issued an
order for officials to display the United States flag
on all government buildings. After World War II
sentiment grew to honor all veterans, and on May
24, 1954, Congress enacted a law changing the
name to Veterans’ Day.
Our debt to veterans remains since they ever must
stand guard or fight enemies. They die or are
wounded daily and come home in caskets or on
stretchers. In combat areas or in far flung
detachments they serve their country and freedom.
They are my elite class and heroes.
As a child born in the Great Depression and
attending a one-room school in Germany Valley,
Rabun Co., Ga., I learned to be a patriot and
support our men and women in uniform. During
this time of world upheaval, millions of citizens –
The Greatest Generation – served and fought in
uniform or labored in factories turning out war
materials for America and her allies.
When my turn came I served in the 3rd Bomb
Group in Korea. As events turned out I remained in
uniform for 20 years, taking my family from base
to base around America and spending a three year
tour in the Philippines. My last overseas tour was
in Vietnam. It was my lot with many others to go
to wars our political leaders would not allow us to
fight to win. We still have a leadership problem.
Today our military personnel are the best ever and
they are called upon repeatedly to fight in Iraq or
Afghanistan or serve in remote spots in the

Balkans or Southeast Asia. They attain knowledge
and skills and take frequent deployments to fight
today’s wars beyond what I experienced.
Americans should thank God for them daily and
pray for His guidance and protection.
I wrote some 50 veteran stories as a volunteer since
1995. I know America’s freedom and prosperity
came because from the Revolutionary War until
today, we owe a debt to veterans, those serving
now as well as those who served in the past. Most
survivors came home to rear families and remained
silent about their deeds. Following is a portion of a
poem I wrote regarding our veterans.
I am the Silent Soldier: I hear the call of distant
drums and know my nation is at war. From the
farms or city slums I have never traveled far; but
now I hear the sound of guns.
Why leave home and go to fight I have no words to
tell you. It is about freedom’s light and my part I
have to do to replace the wrong with right.
How can words explain how dear are buddies
wounded or dead? I see them fight tho’ full of fearand fall on ground grown red, a sacrifice because
they care.
I come home to freedom’s nest to see free folks on
the go, with no time to listen or rest, tho’ they do
not seem to know that from them freedom can be
wrest.
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HTTP://WWW.CLEVELAND.COM/BROWNS/INDEX.SSF/2015/11/100_YEARS_AGO_YOUNGSTOWN_PATRI.HTML

NFL...Continued from Page 2

completed. If they persist in protesting, they
should be fined heavily, with the money going to
charities benefitting families of fallen military and
first responders. The NFL already limits “free
speech” with fines for taunting or excessive
celebrations and or even patriotic shoes as worn
by Tennessee Titans Averee Williamson.
If the NFL does nothing to resolve this situation, I
recommend the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs issue
the following provisions: A prohibition on US
military color guards, no use of service members
to unfurl giant flags, no uniformed military
presence of any kind at games and, finally, no
flyovers of military aircraft. Oh, yes, a ban on all
military commercials for NFL games. And for a
National Security Special Event like the Super
Bowl, all US Federal government services
including law enforcement, security, etc… will be
fully reimbursed by the NFL.
Free speech is one of the very things for which I
served for thirty years in uniform, but asking

people to show respect for our national symbols is
not an infringement on anyone’s free speech. It
show’s respect to the history of pro football, to the
very tenets of our nation and to all those that have
or continue to serve.

Edward “Otto” Pernotto, Colonel US Air Force
Reserve (Ret.) is a graduate of The Ohio State
University with thirty years of military service and
multiple overseas deployments. In 2015, he led the
commemoration of the 1915 Pro Football
Champion Youngstown Patricians.
More
information on the 100th anniversary of the
Patricians can be found on the website above.

POST 134 CHRISTMAS PARTY INFORMATION
When: Saturday, December 17, 2016
Where: Petite Auberge
When: Refreshments and socializing at noon; lunch at 12:45.
Who: Legionnaires and their guests.
What: Your choice of sliced bistro steak, salmon piccata, or
chicken Florentine.
Price: $25/person. Includes small salad, entrée, dessert
(strawberries Romanoff or cheesecake), coffee or iced tea,
and gratuity. Dessert choice can be made at your table.
Reservations: Prefer to have checks and entree choice for
each attendee in hand by December 1, 2016. No payment at
the door. No walk-ins. No refunds after December 15th.
Send check made out to “American Legion Post 134” and
entrée choice to:
John Ottley
4490 Old Burlington St.
Alpharetta, GA 30022
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Robert L. veal, jr.
Post 134 Commander, 1974-75
November 3, 1934 — September 17, 2016
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Mr. Veal was a 1952 graduate of Darlington High
School in Rome and was on the baseball team.
Mr. Veal attended Washington Lee University
from 1952-1953 in Lexington, Virginia,
transferring to West Point in 1953, graduating in
1957. While at West Point he participated in
football, track, lacrosse, debate, fishing and
hunting club. After graduating from West Point he
worked at Douglas Aircraft in Southern California
for three months before reporting to the Air Force.
He obtained flight training at Bartow Air Force
Base in Mobile, Alabama and later served as
communication skills instructor at Lackland Air
Force Base Officer Candidate School. He worked
as a licensed stock broker while in the Air Force in
San Antonio, Texas, where he met his future wife,
Kay Francis Wolfe. They were married June 24,
1958 in Nuevo Loredo, Mexico. In 1959, he left
the Air Force for the private sector, coming home
to Cartersville, Georgia.

F.C. Hap chandler, jr.
Post 134 Commander, 2001—2002
July 28, 1921 — October 10, 2016

Hap was born in Toccoa, GA., graduating from
Toccoa High School in 1938, went on to Wheaton
College and later graduated from the University of
Georgia in 1947. He is preceded in death by his
wife Sarah Margaret Willins Chandler of
Edinburgh, Scotland. He is survived by his four
children, five grandchildren and six great
grandchildren. Hap joined the Army Air Corp

1942. After 28 years of active duty, he retired as a
Lt. Colonel in 1969. He served in WWII, Korean
War and Viet Nam War. He served as a member of
the Mighty 8th Air Force, earned the Distinguished
Flying Cross, 4 Battle Stars in Europe, 2 Battle
Stars in Korea as well as 2 Presidential Unit
Citations. His duties took him to 6 continents and
all 50 states before he retired from the Air Force.
He took on 2 other careers in Atlanta: Cousins
Property Management and later with the
engineering firm designing the Atlanta MARTA
rail system. Hap continued his love for his USAF
becoming the President of the 8th Air Force
Historical Society, Founding Committee of Mighty
8th Air Force Museum in Savannah, GA, President
of 2nd Air Division Association, Trustee of
Mighty 8th Air Force Museum, National Aviation
Committee
Chairman,
Georgia
Aviation
Chairman, Sandy Springs Veteran of the Year and
member of Sandy Springs Rotary Club.
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NOVEMBER SPEAKER

Al Alberghini — Commander
acalberghini@gmail.com
770-454-9881
Wiley Virden — SVC
wiley@j-binc.com
404-467-1461
Bill Nevins — JVC
nevinswm@bellsouth.net
404-881-1657
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS
Todd Copley — BCR Editor

Next Meeting — November 10, 2016
Sun
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NORMAN BLACK
Serving as a U.S. Navy journalist, in the western Pacific during
WWII; Norman reported for United Press International and edited
copy for Associated Press, both in New York City; and then worked
as a reporter, in NJ, for the Newark Evening and Sunday News.
Black previously published Combat Veterans of World War II, a
two-volume set of autobiographical interviews of men that fought in
North Africa, Europe, Pacific islands, China, and Burma. His first
work was Ice, Fire, and Blood, a military history novel about an
eight-month period in the Korean War when the Chinese intervened
and smashed UN and South Korean armies.
Norman holds a diploma from the U.S. Navy’s Journalist “A”
School; BA and MS degrees in education, from Wagner College; and
an MS degree in journalism from Columbia University.
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT
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TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
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LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM
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COST $20.00
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