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The Bugle Call Rag 

Al Alberghini 

For God and Country, 

WWII TRIVIA 
 
A German submarine,    
U-1206 was sunk by a 
malfunctioning toilet! 
 
The toilet leak in the   
forward section flooded 
the subs batteries 
(located beneath the   
toilet) causing them to 
release chlorine gas, 
forcing the commander 
of the sub to surface. 
Once surfaced, U-1206 
was discovered and 
bombed by British       
patrol planes. 
 
1 dead, three drown in 
heavy seas after      
abandoning the vessel, 
and 46 captured. 
 

Don’t forget to flush! 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

Gentlemen of the American Legion— 
Post 134, 

 

Belated Happy 4th of July!!  I hope you 
each had a great holiday celebrating the 
birth of our great nation!!  

 

In this part of the world, the 4th of July 
is just another day, but for us, we      
celebrated with our Italian relatives and 
friends in the Marche’ region with an 
American flag-decorated cake,      
champagne and Lady GaGa singing the 
National Anthem on an iPad!! It       
certainly was different from BBQ and 
beer and a good time was had by all in 
the restaurant!   

 

Being a bit of a history buff, I think 
back to the original 4th of July, 1776 and 
I’ve found that many friends and      
acquaintances have two misconceptions 
about the holiday: 

 

First, many people think the Declaration 
of Independence was signed on July 4, 
1776.  It was not. It was signed on July 
2nd and 3rd.  The Proclamation was    
issued (published) on July 4. 

 

Second, many people think July 4th 
marked the end of the Revolutionary 
War.  It didn’t.  It did mark a major 
event along the road to the               
Revolutionary War and certainly      
contributed to the major escalation of 
this war. 

 

So, when do historians say the         
Revolutionary War started? 

 

It was the Battle (skirmish) of          
Lexington and Concord on April 19, 
1775.  As a result of the Boston Tea 

Party, the British sent troops from New 
York to Boston. Do you remember               
Paul Revere’s famous ride?  
“One if by land, two if by sea….” This 
is that event. 

 

When the British reached Concord, they 
were fired upon by the militia (some say 
by accident) and returned fire. The   
result, two dead on each side. 

 

So this begs the question, which is: 
When did the Revolutionary War end? 

 

The beginning of the end was         
Washington’s defeat of the British at 
Yorktown in October, 1781. This marks 
the end of the shooting.  The war was 
formally ended by treaty in 1783.  To 
me, this should really be our             
Independence Day, and it is relatively             
unknown to everyone. 

 

One last random thought:  For his great 
contribution to winning the              
Revolutionary War, I would have 
thought that the continental Congress 
would have rushed to elect           
George Washington “Commander in 
Chief.”  Well, it took them until April 
30, 1789, about six years, before they 
did. 

 

I look forward to returning to the US 
and to joining you at our monthly   
meetings.  In the meantime, I thank all 
those who have taken over for me and 
carried on in my absence, especially          
Wiley Virden, who has taken on the 
“top job” without any additional pay – 
and on extremely short notice!  I       
appreciate all of your willingness and 
dedication to serve our Post., 
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Editor’s Note:  Are you tired of watching the RNC 

and DNC these past weeks? This article will     

refresh you.  Post 134 was able to send five young 

men to Georgia Boy’s State in July.  The following 

article is from The American Legion Boy’s Nation, 

that just finished up the last week of July in   

Washington, D.C.  The top candidates from    

Boy’s State are asked to attend Boy’s Nation. 

Our August meeting will have the Post 134    

Boy’s State representative and their parents in 

attendance.  You can expect to hear from them. 

By Andy Proffet  

It was a steamy Monday in Washington, D.C., but 
as always, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery was guarded by the 
sentinels of the Tomb Guard. 

The duty is a high honor, as is the placing of a 
wreath at the Tomb. That was a privilege Boys 
Nation senators Spencer Pipkin and Reid Stevens 
were grateful for after Monday’s ceremony, in 
which they laid a wreath on behalf of American 
Legion Boys Nation. 

“I expected to feel a bit of remorse, of sorrow, but 
it was a lot more overwhelming than I thought it 
would be," said Pipkin, of Valdosta, Ga. "It was a 
lot more emotional than I was prepared for it to 
be. … When you’re standing there (beforehand), 
you’re pretty nervous, you’re not exactly thinking 
about the sacrifice that was made, but when you 
walk up and you get to that line, you think, there 
are three people in there that we don’t know that 
gave it all, and they can’t have the dignity of hav-
ing their families know … it’s something that is 
kind of overwhelming." 

“When we placed that wreath, I was overcome 
with a sense of liberty and freedom, knowing the 
history of the Tomb of the Unknown and          
experiencing, seeing a wreath laid before, it was 
just great to have that opportunity for myself and 
be able to take part in such a great moment,” said 
Stevens, of Starkville, Miss. 

The two senators were joined in the ceremony by 
National Commander Dale Barnett and National 
Chaplain Randy Cash. 

“The wreath symbolizes us as Americans and   
patriots having the opportunity to give back to 
those who didn’t have the chance for a proper   
funeral,” Pipkin said. “It’s like Boys Nation and 
the other people that lay these wreaths paying 
their final respects to these persons.” 

Stevens said he had hoped he would be chosen. 
“Out of 98 guys to be one of the two is such a 
privilege,” he said. "I’ve seen (the wreath-laying) 
before, and I thought, that’s a really cool thing 
you get to place a wreath, you get all these people 
to watch that. But actually being down there, right 
in front of the Tomb with the soldiers and being 
able to place my hands on that wreath and lay it 
there was just an experience I would never have 
been able to expect.” 

After the wreath-laying ceremony, the Boys     
Nation delegates toured Arlington Cemetery, with 
a stop at the Iwo Jima Memorial on the way back 
to Marymount University, where they returned to 

BOY’S NATION...Continued on Page 3 

'IT’S SOMETHING THAT IS KIND OF OVERWHELMING' 

Boys National senators lay wreath at Tomb of 

Unknown Soldier at Arlington  
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BOY’S NATION...Continued from Page 2 

the business of establishing party platforms and 
selecting presidential candidates for the Federalist 
and Nationalist parties. The Nationalists selected 
Manny Jones of Bensalem, Pa., as their            
presidential candidate and Choteau Kammel of 
Omaha, Neb., as their vice presidential candidate. 
The Federalist ticket will be presidential nominee 
Anighya Crocker of Springfield, Tenn., and vice 
presidential candidate Rudy Ogburn of Raleigh, 
N.C. 

But, as Pipkin noted, Monday morning’s            
experience will leave a lasting impression, and 
gratitude to the Legionnaires and other veterans. 

“I think God has really blessed this nation with 

people that serve now, great people that have     

continued to serve even after they retire, or are  

discharged," he said. "I think it’s a great             

opportunity that these people bring to the table, and 

I think they bring a wealth of knowledge and it’s 

helping improve youth and helping us learn a lot, 

because we learn from people that are wiser than 

us." 

After Wednesday, the delegates at this year’s 
American Legion Boys Nation have two days left 
to conduct the business of their legislature. 

At the rate they’re going, Friday’s final Senate  
session could be a short one. 

The senators are blazing through their legislation, 
with every bill having passed through committee 

by Wednesday night–something long-time staffers 
don’t recall happening before. 

Helping speed up the process has been the use of 
electronic voting devices which allow the senators’ 
votes to quickly be tabulated. Boys Nation staff 
had discussed the possibility of purchasing such 
devices before, and senate and party counselor   
Jerry Kinder found a deal: 112 devices for $194. 

While the Boys Nation delegates have been hard at 
work on legislation, Wednesday also offered them 
the opportunity to get away from campus for a bit 
to experience “Twilight Tattoo” at Fort Myer. 

The concert features the 3rd U.S. Infantry        
Regiment, “The Old Guard,” and the U.S. Army 
Band “Pershing’s Own” paying tribute to the     
history of the U.S. military. 

Afterwards, Boys Nation delegates and the rest of 
the audience were able to talk and take pictures 
with the soldiers who performed in the show, 
which was moved inside because of the heat. 

RESHAPING AMERICA’S VIEWS OF VETERANS 

By  
David McCormick  
Published in the Wall Street Journal 
 

A  newspaper writer laments: “On their return 
home after their long absence from society, 

and from industry, many of these brave men . . . 
find it difficult to get the opportunity at once to 
return to their old avocations. Their places in the 

workshops or elsewhere are filled up; and having 
but little money, and having lost to some extent 
the facility for securing employment or the friends 
who might have helped them to find it, they are 
greatly discouraged and disheartened, and their 
families suffer.” 
 
Sound familiar? That’s the New York Times in  

VIEWS...Continued on Page 4 

http://quotes.wsj.com/NYT
http://quotes.wsj.com/NYT
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June 1865. And yet here we are, 150 years on, with 
vets dying while waiting for medical care, 50,000 
vets homeless, unemployment among post-9/11 
vets consistently above the average, and just half of 
those who go to college actually finishing.  
 
The tragedy persists, despite repeated recitations of 
the grim facts. We can’t change how America 
treats vets until we change how America perceives 
them. That requires stories, not facts. As the      
supreme storyteller Joseph Conrad said, “My task 
is to make you hear, to make you feel, and, above 
all, to make you see.” 
 
What stories should we be telling about vets? Not 
those we tell today. According to research by the 
veterans-support organization Got Your 6 (I’m on 
its advisory board), many people think of vets as 
“damaged leaders.” No wonder. The media and the 
entertainment industry treat veterans as heroes or 
charity cases. Hollywood being what it is, even the 
heroes on screen seem like they couldn’t hold 
down a regular job. 
 
All this obscures the millions of vets who want to 
reintegrate into civilian life. Worse, it makes many 
Americans uneasy around them. Sure, this guy 
could run the heck out of our logistics, but is he a 
ticking time-bomb? 

Actually, when danger erupts, the military guy is 
more likely to be charging to the rescue, like the 
Americans who tackled the terrorist on a train in 
France in August of 2015. You’re much safer with 
a vet next to you. 
 
Not that vets don’t need practical help. I’ve spent 
my career hiring vets whenever possible since I 
became one. The military’s black-and-white    
command environment is completely different 
from the civilian world. Most vets can’t write a 
civilian résumé. They don’t understand how      
important their leadership experience is. But they 
also don’t get that they won’t be given people to 
lead right away, any more than they would give a 
platoon to a bank president. 
 
Once they do get it, however, they offer gifts of 
leadership, stamina, discipline and loyalty honed in 
a school tougher than most of us ever step into. 
That’s why we see so many vets running big    
companies, including J&J, P&G, General Motors, 
McDonald’s and Walgreens. After 50 years, the 
number of vets on Capitol Hill is growing. Here is 
another greatest generation in the making, ours to 
foster or neglect. 
 
What we really most need is a long march through 
the institutions, to borrow a phrase. Send your kids 
to ROTC-friendly colleges. Don’t shell out for 
movies that offer a limited, fantasy view of the 
military. We must 
praise our vets’       
service. But praise is 
easy. What’s hard is 
helping vets return to 
civilian life. That will 
happen when we     
recognize most aren’t 
Hollywood heroes or 
damaged goods, but 
civic assets. 

 
Mr. McCormick, a 
Gulf War combat    
veteran, is president  
of the investment-
management firm 
Bridgewater Assoc. 

VIEWS... Continued from Page 3 

Fully realizing the benefits that vets can bring to 

civilian life means changing the distorted way they 

are perceived. 

http://quotes.wsj.com/MCD
http://quotes.wsj.com/MCD
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The American Legion’s uniform is solely the    
recognizable hat, similar to what most of us wore 
in the military. 

Ordering a Legion Hat 

1. Google www.legion.org 
2. Click on “SHOP ONLINE” 
3. FLAG  &  EMBLEM online will appear. 
4. Hover over — American Legion 
5. List of available items will appear. 
6. Click on Apparel — Caps (Uniform) 
7. A series of steps will guide you through the 

process of ordering a hat. 
8. In STEP ONE, Dept. box, select Georgia* 
9. In STEP TWO, Style, select City 

NOTE: Do NOT click on Country, even though 
the official name of our post is Fulton County Post 
134. Instead click on City. This will result in your 
getting a cap with “Atlanta, GA” under the legion 
crest on the left side of the cap. That is what you 
want, (See photo). 

 Complete the steps for the hat. 

NOTE: If you want to order something other than 
a hat, click on that item when hovering over 
American Legion on the FLAG  &  EMBLEM 

page.  If you prefer to order by phone, call      
(888) 453-4466. 

TIME TO ORDER YOUR UNIFORM FOR POST 134 

Jesse Campbell, the new 5th District Commander, swears in our new officers who were on hand for the last meeting.         

(L-R standing) Sam Steger, Adjutant; James Poulin, EXCOM; J.R. McAliley, Chaplain; Wiley Virden, SVC; Bill Nevins, JVC;   

Phil Mathis, Past Commander and Fred Viele, EXCOM.  Seated is Dwight Hawksworth who continues on the EXCOM. 

http://www.legion.org


Next Meeting — August 11, 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       

First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086 

Al Alberghini — Commander 

acalberghini@gmail.com       770-454-9881 

 

Wiley Virden — SVC  

wiley@j-binc.com      404-467-1461 

 

Bill Nevins — JVC 

nevinswm@bellsouth.net       404-881-1657 

 
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 

FOUNDING EDITORS  

 

Todd Copley — BCR Editor 

www.alpost134.org 

Phil Mathis receives the Distinguished Past Commander plaque 

given by the Post 134 EXCOM and presented by 5th District 

Commander Jesse Campbell.  

PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

SOCIAL 18:00       DINNER 19:00 

COST $25.00 


