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COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

For God and Country, 

P ost 134 had a busy year in 

2015.  The Post was well           

represented at 2015 Boys State with six 

young men from Atlanta Area schools; 

Ryan Bell, Michael Devlin,              

Asher Flanagan, Lanarion Norwood Jr., 

Emmanuel Patterson and Thomas E. 

Thomas.  We witnessed Charles 

Shephard, one of our Past Commanders, 

formally presented with his Silver Star 

for Valor in World War II and his     

installation into the Georgia Veterans 

Military Hall of Fame.  Wreaths Across 

America had 100% coverage of grave 

sites across the country.  We also had an 

outstanding Christmas Party in 2015 and 

I would like to thank Bryant Roland for 

organizing the party this year at the   

Druid Hills Golf Club and John Ottley 

for providing an interesting presentation 

on the sinking of the Lusitania that he 

was able to provide us on very short 

notice. 

We’re starting out 2016 quickly with the 

Post Oratorical Contest on February 6, 

2016 at 9AM at the Pete Garcia      

Company, 5154 Peachtree Industrial 

Boulevard, Atlanta, GA 30341.  We  

currently have 3 contestants scheduled 

so far.  Thanks go out to Walter Conway 

for his excellent work as chairman of 

the Oratorical Committee, Ramon    

Garcia for allowing us to use the venue 

and all the other volunteers who have 

helped organize this event.  We’re   

finding that getting candidates for     

Oratorical is a year-round activity and 

need all members to assist in getting out 

the word to area high schools and 

JROTC units. Next up is Boys State in 

June, so efforts are underway to signup 

rising High School Juniors.  

ORATORICAL 

CONTEST 
 

Editor's Note:  When the  last 

issue of the BCR ran, the   

contest was set for a different 

date.  Circumstances required 

a slide to the right by two 

weeks.  Walt Conway, Post 

134 Contest Chairman stated, 

“Let’s get the word out and 

have a good turn out of  our 

members.” If you are interest-

ed in participating, contact 

Walt Conway at                

wconway30@att.net or (404) 

310-8553. 
 

 

CONTEST  

 

February 6, 2016, 0900, at the 

Pete Garcia Company, 5145 

Peachtree Industrial Blvd, 

Atlanta, GA. (770) 458-8888. 

O n behalf of Commander Phil and 

Finance Officer Bryant, I want to 

personally thank everyone who        

responded positively to my request for 

donations to help Post 134 finish its 

fiscal year in the black.  

 

We faced a budgeted deficit of $875. 

We hoped voluntary contributions 

would keep us from having to dip into 

our reserve funds to deal with that. 

 

I am delighted to report that             

contributions received to date will 

erase that deficit and—barring         

unforeseen expenses--put us into a 

strong financial position by the end of 

the current fiscal year on 30 Jun 16. 

 

Instead of sending a contribution, some 

of you agreed to personally underwrite 

Post activities and projects. The end 

result is the same and these responses 

were every bit as welcome as cash. 

 

Each member who dug into his pocket 

to help us out of this situation went 

over and above the call of duty and 

showed genuine concern for our post’s 

financial well-being.  
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By Mark St. John Erickson  

Daily Press / Associated Press 

Published: January 1, 2016 

 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. — When the war to end 

all wars erupted in August 1914, the armies of   

Europe were stunned by the harrowing casualties 

inflicted by landmark advances in weaponry. 

 

The machine gun alone mowed down thousands 

during the first months of the war, and — when the 

combatants tried to retreat to their trenches — 

thousands more fell in thunderous artillery barrages 

that rained exploding shrapnel down on the        

unprotected heads of the soldiers. 

 

More than half a year passed before — in February 

1915 — the French army introduced a steel skull-

cap that gave its soldiers their first defense against 

the deadly shells. 

 

But as a new exhibit at the Virginia War Museum 

shows, the urgent need to revive something that 

had been obsolete for centuries still seemed so new 

and strange that — when hundreds of      thousands 

of American troops began joining the war in late 

1917 — the first units arrived with felt campaign 

hats rather than steel helmets. 

 

"When they got there, the British said, 'you've got 

to have helmets' — and we didn't have any. So we 

arranged to buy 400,000 British helmets pretty 

quickly," said Virginia War Museum Foundation 

President Larry Munnikhuysen. 

 

"The War Department didn't like it. They wanted 

an American helmet that would represent the  

country and enable its soldiers to stand out. But 

that was a lot harder to do than anyone expected." 

 

'Steel pots' 

 

Made up of 43 helmets from 17 countries, the new 

display — called "Steel Pots — Helmets of World 

War I" — draws on the War Museum's nationally 

known collection as well as the holdings of two 

prominent private collectors, Alexandro de 

Quesada of Florida and Tom Buck of Virginia 

Beach. 

 

Together, they create an unusually broad and deep 

survey that former museum director John V.   

Quarstein describes as "fabulous." 

 

"It's one of the finest arrays of World War I       

helmets ever assembled," he said. 

 

"There's not a single style or version that's missing 

— and some of them are unbelievably rare." 

 

In addition to the pioneering steel bowl worn under 

the French soldiers' cloth caps, the exhibit includes 

the famous M15 Adrian helmet that not only      

replaced the original "calote" but also sparked a 

raft of knock-offs among the armies of more than 

20 other nations. 

 

"The calote made a huge difference. It was        

constructed of pretty heavy gauge steel, and it did 

the trick when it came to protecting the soldiers' 

heads from shrapnel," said Munnikhuysen, who is 

a member of the Company of Military Historians. 

 

"But it's the Adrian that was copied by so many 

other countries." 

HELMETS...Continued on Page 3 

STEEL POTS 
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After 100 years, the distinctive French helmet is 

still a widely recognized icon of the first world 

war. 
 

So is the German Stahlhelm — or steel helmet — 

that was modeled after medieval examples yet soon 

recognized by both sides as one of the most        

effective helmets ever developed, Munnikhuysen 

says. 
 

Among its early features was a heavy armor plate 

— known as the Stirnpanzer — that could be     

attached to mounting lugs and pulled down to   

provide extra protection for the face whenever the 

wearer was exposed to enemy fire. 
 

Though it recalls something from the Middle Ages 

today, the visor represented the most modern de-

velopment in military headgear design when the 

coal scuttle-shaped helmet was introduced in 1916. 
 

"It literally could stop a bullet — it's that heavy," 

Munnikhuysen says, "especially compared to the 

helmet, which was primarily designed to stop    

flying shrapnel fragments. 
 

"But all that weight made it a bad solution for     

soldiers on the battlefield." 

 

American made 
 

So formidable did the German helmet's reputation 

become by 1917 that — when American designers 

and armor historians began trying to come up with 

a national pattern of their own — they did         

everything they could to imitate but not resemble 

the enemy icon. 
 

The difficulty of their task can be seen in a series 

of experimental forms that the Army Ordnance  

Department — working under the direction of  

Metropolitan Museum of Art armor curator Maj. 

Bashford Dean — produced in 1917 and 1918, 

then tested on troops in the field with repeated  

failure. 

"There are few places where you'll see so many 

examples of the experimental helmets made by the 

United States," War Museum Curator Dick 

Hoffeditz says, describing the rarity of the array. 
 

"But when the soldiers tried them out, they voted 

against them because of the resemblance to the 

Stahlhelm. They didn't want to look like Germans." 
 

Almost every one of the American experiments 

ended up echoing that distinctive shape in some 

unavoidable way, with the most despised looking 

the most like the German model. 
 

And those that didn't — like the so-called "Liberty 

Bell" pattern designated as a replacement helmet 

late in the war — sparked other complaints that 

were just as damning. 
 

"They hated it — and they compared its dome-like 

shape to that of a Chinese fisherman's hat,"     

Munnikhuysen said. 
 

"But it's a good design — and you can see how it 

could have evolved into the M1 steel pot used in 

World War II if it hadn't been dropped." 
 

Despite their record of strong reservations, the 

American troops quickly embraced the so-called 

"dishpan" design copied from the British Mark I 

helmet — and the new U.S. M1917 soon became 

an indispensable part of the familiar battlefield  

silhouette by which friends and foes alike        

identified the country's World War I "Doughboys." 
 

Many soldiers developed such deep affection for 

these helmets that they were reluctant to give them 

up at the end of the war, causing War Department 

officials charged with recovering the government's 

property some unexpected consternation. 
 

"There was so much resistance that they finally 

relented and decided the soldiers could take them 

back with them," Munnikhuysen said. 
 

"That's how attached they became to their          

helmets." 

HELMETS... Continued from Page 2 
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Attention, all bleating, chest-pounding zealots and 

idealists who have vomited their righteousness all 

over the airwaves, editorial pages, and op-ed pages 

to the effect that restricting—or even temporarily 

delaying--immigration by Syrian refuges is “not 

who we are”, “unconstitutional”, “dishonorable” 

or “un-American”.  
 

Let’s go back less than 115 years in American  

history and compare those opinions with the facts 

of yesteryear.  

 

The Immigration Act of 1903 excluded anarchists, 

beggars, and importers of prostitutes, regardless of 

their country of origin, religious beliefs, or        

persecution status. 

 

The Naturalization Act of 1906 made some 

knowledge of English a requirement for            

citizenship. 

 

The Immigration act of 1907 restricted              

immigration for certain classes of disabled and 

diseased people. 

 

The Immigration Act of 1917 restricted             

immigration from anywhere in Asia and             

introduced a reading test for all immigrants over 

fourteen years of age (with some exceptions).  

 

The Immigration Act of 1918 expanded on the 

1917 act by excluding, or allowing the deportation 

of anarchists. It defined an “anarchist” as anyone 

who: 

 

1. Advises, advocates, teaches the overthrow by 

force or violence the Government of the    

United States or who is a member of an       

organization advocating that.  

 

2. Advocates or teaches that there is a duty or 

necessity of unlawfully assaulting or killing of 

any officer or officers of the Government of 

the United States. 

3. Advocates  the unlawful damage, injury, or 

destruction of property, or sabotage. 

 

It also cracked down on publishing, circulating, or 

distributing material which advocated or taught the 

above. 

 

The Emergency Quota Act of 1921 restricted    

annual immigration from a given country to 3% of 

the number of people from that country already 

living in the U.S. in the year 1910. 

 

The Immigration Act of 1924 introduced           

nationality quotas, aimed at freezing the current 

ethnic distribution in response to rising              

immigration from Southern and Eastern             

Europe.  Total annual immigration was capped at 

150,000. All laborers from Asiatic nations were 

excluded but exceptions existed for professionals, 

clergy, and students to obtain visas. 

 

This is not to say that “who we were” is “who we 

are”, but it certainly points out that, when the  

Congress has the backbone to do so, we can, and 

did, put the brakes on persons who were           

considered undesirable at the time.  

 

This also is not to say that the 1917-18 acts did not 

impinge on our First Amendment rights. Desperate 

times often call for desperate measures as we saw 

in 1758 with the Alien and Sedition Acts and      

25 May 1861, when President Lincoln, himself a  

lawyer, saw fit to suspend the writ of habeas     

corpus. 

 

It is interesting to see how a determined Congress 

can get past all the wringing of hands, insistence 

on diversity, and nanny state shilly-shallying     

going on in the U.S. today over the admission of 

Syrian refugees.  

EDITORIAL ON SYRIAN IMMIGRATION 

John Ottley, Jr. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_Act_of_1903
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naturalization_Act_of_1906
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_act_of_1907
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_Act_of_1917
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_Act_of_1918
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emergency_Quota_Act
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigration_Act_of_1924
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Colonel Malcom is a native of Monroe, Georgia.  Receiving his Bachelors degree in from North Georgia 

College in 1950, he was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant in the infantry.  He is a combat veteran of 

Korea and Vietnam. 
 

Colonel Malcom is known throughout the Armed Forces as laying the 

foundation for today’s Special Forces Operations.  He is the author of 

“White Tigers—My Secret War in North Korea”.  He is on the  

speaking circuit and speaks about 25 times each year across the      

nation.  He also teaches several classes each year at the                 

John F. Kennedy Special Forces School, Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 
 

There were 22,000 North Korean guerrillas operating behind the lines 

in North Korea being led and supplied by U.S. Special Forces and the 

CIA. This operation was classified TOP SECRET for more than 40 

years. It was finally down-graded to unclassified in 1990. 
 

On October 21, 2005, the History Channel released a one-hour        

documentary film on Col Malcom’s book.  The film is part of a new 

series called, “Hero’s Under Fire” and is a true story about Special 

Forces and CIA operations during the Korean War. 
 

Col Malcom is the recipient of many awards, to include the Silver Star.  Please come out to hear him 

speak at our February post meeting.  Details on page 6. 

FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER 

Colonel Ben Malcom, United States Army (Ret) 

Merchant Marine and Coast Guard veteran Mike Poynor  

(AL Post 134) represented merchant mariners in ceremony.  

Photo with wife Carol Ann and Coast Guard flag and seal  

Wreaths delivered early morning by volunteer truck drivers 

and placed on graves by Scouts, Civil Air Patrol, ROTC,    

students and other volunteers. (December 12, 2015) 

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA—GEORGIA NATIONAL CEMETERY 



Next Meeting — February 11, 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29      

       

First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086 

Philip Mathis — Commander 

mathisp@bellsouth.net       404-735-4986 

 

Asa Candler, V — SVC  

asa5@candlermgt.com      404-791-4713 

 

Fred Viele - JVC 

fred.viele@gmail.com       770-889-3319 

 
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 

FOUNDING EDITORS  

 

Todd Copley — BCR Editor 

www.alpost134.org 

PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 11:45 AM - 1:00 PM 

COST $18.00 

(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride) 

Selfless service is what makes Post 134 the great organization that 

it is. Few assets are more valuable than caring and committed  

members. You made it obvious yet again that we have them.  

 

On a final note, your Executive Committee is seriously considering 

steps to bring our revenues more closely in balance with our    

budgeted expenses in hopes of not having to ask you to do this   

every year. 

 

                                         Sincerely, 

                                            John Ottley, Jr. 

                                           Past Commander  
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