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The Bugle Call Rag 

This is Post 134’s seventh year 

fully involved with the planning 

and execution of WAA at Georgia 

National  Cemetery. 

I urge you to make individual 

donations of $15 per wreath or     

3 for $30.  Send checks to: 

GNC Advisory Council 

2025 Mount Carmel Church Ln 

Canton GA 30114 
 

For additional information about 

the wreath program, visit        

ganationalcemetery.org, and 

click on “Make a Donation.”  

Credit cards accepted. 

- Or - 

Contact Wreaths Across America 

at 1-877-385-9504, Ext 506 (or 

ask for bookkeeping).  Be sure to 

use the code below for Georgia 

National Cemetery. 

Cemetery Code: GANCCA 

Sponsor Group: GA0023 

 

Post 134 will gather in mass for 

the December 12, 2015 ceremony, 

at noon.  Mark your calendar 

today. VETERANS DAY...Continued on Page 2 

WAA 

From the American Legion Media and  

Communication Office.  This speech is an 

aid to any Legionnaire who may be giving a 

speech for a Veteran’s Day event. 

 

T he great novelist C.S. Lewis once 

said, “All that we fear from all 

kinds of adversity…is collected together 

in the life of the soldier on active      

service. Like sickness, it threatens pain 

and death. Like poverty, it threatens ill 

lodging, cold, heat, thirst and hunger. 

Like  slavery, it threatens toil,           

humiliation, injustice, and arbitrary rule. 

Like exile, it separates you from all you 

love.” 

 

Most veterans, whether they               

experienced a field training exercise or 

intense combat, have distinct memories 

of ill lodging, discomfort, arbitrary rule 

and separation. It goes part and parcel 

with military life and it is why we hold 

veterans in such high esteem. 

 

But then there are those who face pain 

and death so others can be spared. Such 

was the case of two American veterans 

and their longtime friend when they 

bravely stopped a terrorist attack aboard 

a train bound for Paris this summer. 

Airman First Class Spencer Stone,    

Army Specialist Alek Skarlatos and  

Anthony Sadler could have run from the 

danger when a heavily armed gunman 

boarded the train.  

 

Instead, Specialist Skarlatos said, “Let’s 

go” as the men ran toward a future that 

could have easily meant instant death or 

maiming for them and all of the other 

innocent people within range. 

 

Fortunately, this story is mostly         

remembered not for the horrific tragedy 

that nearly happened but for the heroism 

that did. 

 

Even after enduring serious stab wounds 

that were inflicted as he disarmed the 

gunman, Airman Stone administered  

life-saving first aid to a passenger that 

was shot. 

 

The terrorist was carrying 270 rounds of 

ammunition. But because of the actions 

of these three young Americans, the 

death toll aboard the train was zero. 

 

President Obama praised the men as the 

“very best of America.” Defense      

Secretary Ashton Carter called the    

incident, “an amazing story, right out of 

a movie.” 

 

The American Legion believes it is not 

surprising. While we take nothing away 

from the heroic actions of Spencer, Alek 

and Anthony, America’s military men 

and women risk life and limb every day 

so that we can be free. 

 

From Bunker Hill to Baghdad, there has 

always been a select group of        

Americans willing to fight and possibly 
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die for a cause greater than their self-preservation. 

 

And while we set aside November 11th as a special 

day to honor and remember our veterans, we should 

continuously endeavor to serve our veterans as well as 

they have served their nation.  

 

We must honor all of their families and not just with 

Blue and Gold Star Banners, but with compassionate 

hearts. PTSD, Traumatic Brain Injury and life-altering 

war wounds not only affect the veteran, but can also 

take an enormous toll on the family as well. 

 

The American Legion shows its support through     

numerous programs such as the Family Support      

Network, Temporary Financial Assistance, the        

National Emergency Fund and Operation Comfort 

Warriors, just to name a few. 

 

Sometimes all that is needed is a simple ‘thank you’ 

directed at the veteran or the family member for his or 

her sacrifice. 

 

Part of that sacrifice too often includes unemployment 

or underemployment when the veteran’s military    

service is over. 

 

Companies should understand that it’s smart business 

to hire veterans, and when members of the Guard and 

Reserves deploy, it is America’s business to ensure 

that their civilian careers do not suffer. 

 

We must not forget the unique needs of women       

veterans. There are more than 1.8 million women in 

America today who have worn the uniform.  

 

Women are major contributors to our military        

readiness and many have given their lives in the Global 

War on Terrorism. VA must adequately treat breast 

and cervical cancer as well as trauma that may have 

resulted from domestic violence, sexual harassment 

and assault. 

 

It is tragic that the men and women who allow us to be 

safe in our homes are often without homes themselves 

when they shed their uniforms. 

 

One-in-four of America’s homeless population are  

veterans.  

 

Nine-out-of-ten were honorably discharged and nearly 

half served during the Vietnam War.  

 

Too often today’s tattered citizen of the street was  

yesterday’s toast-of-the-town in a crisp uniform with 

rows of shining medals. This is hardly the “thanks of a 

grateful nation.” 

 

While fewer than 10 percent of Americans can claim 

the honorable title “U.S. military veteran,” this special 

group often provides the vital services that enable our 

communities to function. 

 

Chances are that if you surveyed your local police or 

fire department, you would find that a                      

disproportionately high percentage of its members are 

veterans. When an emergency hits, there is a good 

chance that it is a veteran that is first to respond. 

 

Whether it’s a school teacher, construction worker or 

first responder, military veterans take their missions 

seriously. They vote in higher percentages than      

nonveterans, they are more likely to volunteer in their 

communities and they are less likely to live in poverty. 

 

In short, veterans make our communities better. 

 

Born of their extraordinary accomplishments comes 

our extraordinary debt.  And for those                      

accomplishments and for their dedication, we must 

always be grateful.  

 

In this spirit, American Legion National Commander 

Dale Barnett has been leading Veterans Awareness 

Walks in communities across the country. 

 

“We walk not for ourselves,” Commander Barnett 

says. “But those who have marched for us.” 

 

Whether it’s a physical walk or another gesture of   

appreciation, we must almost always remember that 

each veteran represents an oath taken that included a 

willingness to die for this country if called upon. 

 

It is what President Lincoln characterized as “the last 

full measure of devotion.” 

 

Whenever we hear a politician rail about the high cost 

of veterans’ benefits, it is up to us to remind the critic 

VETERANS DAY...Continued on Page 3 

VETERANS DAY... Continued from Page 1 
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about the high cost of being a veteran. 

 

It is a cost – blood, sweat, and sacrifice – that has    

produced and protected the greatest nation on earth. 

God bless you all for being here, God bless our        

veterans and God bless America. 

 

                         # # # 

VETERANS DAY...Continued from Page 2 

T he American Legion 

National Executive 

Committee approved a $5 

dues increase during the 

organization’s 97th na-

tional convention in Bal-

timore in early Septem-

ber. This represents the 

first National Headquar-

ters per-capita dues in-

crease in nearly a decade, 

during which time the 

U.S. cost of living has 

increased 13 percent.  

HISTORY OF DUES INCREASES 

 
Since 1919, there have been only 8 national dues    

increases. The first came 30 years after the              

organization began, and the rest followed on average  

6 years apart.  

ECONOMIC FACTORS 

 

 Membership has fallen 16.01% since the 2007 

dues increase, resulting in a national revenue    

decline of $5,679,896 per year. 

 U.S. cost of living has increased 13% since the last 

dues increase. 

 Interest income from American Legion             

investments is down 35.1%, due to the recession 

and the general state of the U.S. economy,        

resulting in $1,246,033 less income per year. 

 Credit card processing fees have increased 320%, 

resulting in $513,635 in additional cost since the 

2007 dues increase. 

 Employee health insurance has increased 13.29%, 

resulting in $262,000 in additional annual cost 

since 2007. 

 Inflation has eroded the value of each dollar at a 

rate of 1.44% per year, resulting in more than $1 

million of additional annual cost since the last dues 

increase. 

 

HOW WILL THIS  

AFFECT POST 134? 
 
This increase applies to the part of the annual dues the 

post has to forward to National Legion. The Post 134 

Executive Committee voted to raise the post dues by 

$5.00, to $50.00 total each year to cover the            

increase.  Otherwise the amount that the post retains to 

fund post operations would be reduced by $5.00, 

which would not be adequate to fund post operations.   

  

The post dues increase will only affect new members 

who join after January 1, 2016.  Existing members are 

paid up through June 30, 2016 and will not owe the 

increased amount until July 1, 2016 when annual dues 

for 2016-2017 will be due. 

 
www.legion.org/publications/229938/2016-national-dues-increase 
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T he Georgia Military Veterans’ Hall of Fame 

(GMVHOF) Board of Directors recently        

evaluated seventy-one Georgia Veteran’s Nomination 

Packets,.  Each packet was scored by the GMVHOF 

Independent Selection Committee, which is comprised 

of six highly honorable and dedicated Georgia        

Veterans. This evaluation and selection process was 

done in total secrecy and absolutely void of any outside 

influence.  

 

US Army, 1Lt Charles Shepherd, Jr., was one of fifteen 

selected from the seventy-one candidates.  His sterling 

active duty record and post military life were           

instrumental in selection for this rare and noble honor. 

The GMVHOF Class of 2015 is the third annual class 

inducted since the Hall's inception in 2013. In 2013 and 

2014 eighteen and sixteen Georgia Veterans were    

inducted, respectively. 

 

The purpose of the Hall of Fame is to honor Georgia 

Military Veterans; to educate Georgia citizens,           

especially young Americans, of the sacrifices for    

freedom; and to inform the public of the Inductee's  

outstanding accomplishments. The three categories that 

make up the GMVHOF are VALOR,            

ACHIEVEMENT, and SERVICE. The Hall’s Bylaws 

require that no more than ten maybe selected for valor 

and no more than five may be selected from the      

combined categories of achievement and service for an 

annual total of fifteen. If Medal of Honor Recipients 

are nominated, they are automatically inducted and are 

in addition to the fifteen. The Class of 2015 had ten 

selected for valorous acts in combat, one for            

extraordinary achievement while on active duty, and 

four for service to our community, state, and nation 

after active duty. 

GEORGIA MILITARY VETERANS’ HALL OF FAME 

On Saturday, 7 Nov 2015, 

beginning at 6:00 PM,     

Long-time Post 134 member, 

Charlie Shepherd will be  

inducted into the GMVHOF.  

This annual event is open to 

the public. Individual tickets 

may be purchased for $55 and 

can be bought by using     

PayPal on www.gmvhof.org. 

 

Saint Luke Ministry Center 

301 11th Street 

Columbus, Georgia 

A fter four years In the Air Force, Claude began his 

career in the computer industry in 1960. He   

graduated from the Metropolitan School of Business &            

Automation Institute in Dallas, Texas where he studied 

accounting and information technology.  Following   

14 years in the information technology business, in 

1974 Claude began a new career in international trade, 

spending four years traveling throughout Europe as a 

representative of companies in Gothenburg, Sweden, 

and Cardiff, Wales. In 1987, he became the Chief   

Financial Officer of Dynasty Holding Company, a 

newly formed Chinese company in Atlanta, Georgia. 

Dynasty was owned by the CITIC Group in Beijing, 

China. Since CITIC was the leading company for   

China’s foreign investments, this placed him in the 

unique position to see the start of what has become one 

of the economic miracles of the 21st century. He has 

traveled extensively throughout China. 

 

After 60+ trips to China and back, he decided to retire. 

About a year following his retirement he became bored 

and when to Home Depot and talked to them about 

employment. They hired him as their representative in 

China so it was back and forth to China again. He 

spent almost ten years with The Home Depot ending 

his career as a Manager in the finance department in 

2009. 

NOVEMBER 

SPEAKER 

 
Mr. Claude Collins 

 

TOPIC 

 
“A Look at               

China’s Economy” 
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The U.S.S. Constitution (Old Ironsides), as a  

combat vessel, carried 48,600 gallons of fresh  

water for her crew of 475 officers and men. This 

was sufficient to last six months of sustained    

operations at sea. She carried no evaporators (i.e., 

Fresh water distillers).  

  

However, let it be noted that according to her 

ship's log, "On July 27, 1798, the                  

U.S.S. Constitution sailed from Boston with a full 

complement of 475 officers and men, 48,600    

gallons of fresh water, 7,400 cannon shot, 11,600 

pounds of black powder and 79,400 gallons of 

rum."  

  

Her mission: "To destroy and harass English    

shipping."  

  

Making Jamaica on 6 October, she took on 826 

pounds of flour and 68,300 gallons of rum.  

 

 Then she headed for the Azores, arriving there 12 

November. She provisioned with 550 pounds of 

beef and 64,300 gallons of Portuguese wine.  

  

On 18 November, she set sail for England. In the 

ensuing days she defeated five British men-of-war 

and captured and scuttled 12 English merchant 

ships, salvaging only the rum aboard each.  

 

By 26 January, her powder and shot were          

exhausted. Nevertheless, although unarmed she 

made a night raid up the Firth of Clyde in       

Scotland. Her landing party captured a whisky  

distillery and transferred 40,000 gallons of single 

malt Scotch aboard by dawn. Then she headed 

home.  

  

The U.S.S. Constitution arrived in Boston on      

20 February 1799, with no cannon shot, no food, 

no powder, no rum, no wine, no whisky, and 

38,600 gallons of water.  

OLD IRONSIDES - A TALL SHIP TALE 



Next Meeting — November 12, 2015 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10  12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25  27 28 

29 30      

       

First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086 

Philip Mathis — Commander 

mathisp@bellsouth.net       404-735-4986 

 

Asa Candler, V — SVC  

asa5@candlermgt.com      404-791-4713 

 

Fred Viele - JVC 

fred.viele@gmail.com       770-889-3319 

 
George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 

FOUNDING EDITORS  

 

Todd Copley — BCR Editor 

www.alpost134.org 

Saturday, December 19, 2015    11:30 AM 
DRUID HILLS GOLF CLUB — 740 CLIFTON ROAD NE — RESERVATIONS REQUIRED! 

All this for $50 per person / $55 per person after December 14, 2015  

Make check payable to:  American Legion Post 134 

Mail Checks to:  Bryant Roland, 21 Mount Param Road NW, Atlanta, GA 30427 

CHRISTMAS PARTY IS COMING! 


