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T his month I’d like to pass on a   

passage from the Meaning of 

the Preamble of the American      

Legion Constitution on its definition 

on Americanism.  “To foster and    

perpetuate a 100 percent       

Americanism - Americanism is the 

gist of the American ideals of     

freedom, justice, individual rights 

and unlimited opportunities.  It    

embraces all freedoms we cherish 

and all the rights that are guaranteed 

to us.  It is the very opposite of    

hatred, bigotry and intolerance.  

Americanism is the creed that has 

blazed the world-wide trail for     

justice, fair play, decency, belief in 

God, private enterprise, universal 

education, and progress in all human 

endeavors. It puts a premium on the 

virtues of loyalty, patriotism, hard 

work and thrift.”  

Post 134 

Executive  

Committee Meeting 

 

Until further notice, the 

Executive Committee, 

which normally meets a 

week prior to the normal 

post meeting to conduct 

the business of the post, 

will now meet at 11:00 on 

the second Thursday of the 

month.  The regular post 

meeting will immediately 

follow at 11:45 AM for 

lunch. 

For God and Country, 

Phil Mathis 

AUGUST GUEST SPEAKER 

Dr. Frank  Bell, M.D 

Frank Bell grew up in the Atlanta 

area and attended Emory University.  

He graduated from Yale University 

School of Medicine and trained in 

Ophthalmology in New York and 

Boston.  For seven years he was on 

the Ophthalmology faculty at Emory 

University School of Medicine,   

specializing in retinal detachment 

surgery.  He then entered private 

practice at St. Joseph’s Hospital until 

he retired. Dr. Bell has had a lifelong 

interest in history and finds the 

events of the Great Depression and 

World War II especially fascinating. 

How Hitler's Many Medical Problems Hindered His Decision-Making 

BRITISH PROPAGANDA POSTER 



The Bugle Call Rag Page 2 

BRYCEON J. SUMNER, SR., ("BJ"), age 

90, passed away at his home in Tucker, GA, on    

Memorial Day, May 25 from complications with 

Lyme's disease. 

 

BJ, a past President and 43 year member of the 

Decatur Rotary club (and 17 year member of the 

Tifton, GA Rotary Club) retired as an AVP from 

the Georgia Power Company and spent many 

wonderful retirement years with his family as a 

husband, father and grandfather. BJ was also a 

decorated veteran of WWII and retired from the 

Army Reserves as a Brigadier General. BJ     

graduated from Dora High School in Dora, AL 

and received a Bachelor's degree in business from 

Auburn University. BJ was a member of the Oak 

Grove United Methodist Church. BJ lived a life, 

"Service above self", the Rotary Motto, in       

everything he did and with others.  

 

ALEXANDER H. LORCH, Alexander H., 

92, Marietta. 

Editor’s Note: Both gentlemen were long standing   
members of Post 134, although inactive over the past 

decade, they still kept up their Legion membership and 

enjoyed the updates in the Bugle Call Rag.  At the time 
of going to press, there was very little information on 

Mr. Lorch. 

KOREAN WAR VETERANS CALL FOR FORMAL END OF WAR 

The three remaining Korean War veterans in 

Congress introduced legislation on July 27 calling 

for a formal end to the war after 62 years in a 

state of armistice. The resolution—authored by 

Rep. Charles Rangel (D-N.Y.), Rep. John        

Conyers (D-Mich.), and Rep. Sam Johnson      

(R-Texas)—pays tribute to the war's veterans, its 

victims, and divided families; calls on the        

international community to support the formation 

of a unified Korea and assist efforts to promote 

denuclearization, economic prosperity, human 

rights and the rule of law on the Peninsula. "The 

fact that the Korean Peninsula is still technically 

in a state of war is wrong," Johnson said in a joint 

statement. "The people of Korea, our American 

veterans who served during this war, and their 

families all deserve the closure that a formal    

ending to this conflict—and reunification of 

North and South Korea—would bring." Some 5.7 

million Americans served in the war, and the US 

suffered 54,246 casualties from 1950 to 1953. 

The war also claimed the lives of 2.5 million   

Korean civilians and the separation of 10 million 

families.  

http://r.listpilot.net/c/afa/9uidsfk/lddgf


By MATTHEW PENNINGTON  

 

WASHINGTON (AP) — A major 

Japanese corporation will offer a 

landmark apology this weekend for 

using U.S. prisoners of war for 

forced labor during World War II, according to the 

Simon Wiesenthal Center that is hosting the event. 

 

A senior executive of Mitsubishi Materials Corp. 

will apologize to 94-year-old James Murphy, of 

Santa Maria, California, and relatives of other   

former POWs who toiled at plants its predecessor 

company operated in Japan during the conflict. 

 

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, associate dean at the  

center — an organization that primarily educates 

about the Holocaust — called it an important   

gesture, coming as it does ahead of the 70th      

anniversary in August of the end of the war that 

has heightened scrutiny of Japan's attitude to its 

past abuses. 

 

"As far as I know, this is a piece of history," said 

Cooper, who is helping moderate the closed-door 

meeting Sunday at the center's Museum of       

Tolerance in Los Angeles. "It's the first time a  

major Japanese company has ever made such a 

gesture. We hope this will spur other companies to 

join in and do the same." 

 

A press release from the Wiesenthal Center said 

the apology will be made by Hikaru Kimura,    

senior executive officer for Mitsubishi Materials 

Corp. The company did not immediately respond 

to a call seeking comment late Monday. 

Mitsubishi Materials U.S.A. Corp. said Tuesday it 

had no information about it. 

 

Masato Otaka, spokesman for the Japanese      

Embassy in Washington, said to the extent of his 

knowledge, it was an initiative of Mitsubishi    

Materials. He said the Japanese government has 

no involvement. 

Japan's government issued a formal apology to 

American POWs in 2009 and again in 2010, but 

until now, the dwindling ranks of veterans have 

gained little traction in their demand that Japanese 

corporations that used them as slaves at mines and 

industrial plants under often brutal conditions do 

the same. 

 

Some 12,000 American prisoners were shipped to 

Japan and forced to work at more than 50 sites to 

support imperial Japan's war effort, and about 10 

percent died, according to Kinue Tokudome,     

director of the U.S.-Japan Dialogue on POWs, 

who has spearheaded the lobbying effort for   

companies to apologize. 

 

Japan's government recently acknowledged that 

tens of thousands of South Koreans, Chinese and 

World War II POWs were conscripted to fill labor 

shortages at factories, mines and other sites as part 

of its successful attempt to win U.N. world       

heritage status for 23 historical Japanese industrial 

sites. 

 

Tokudome said Mitsubishi Materials will be   

apologizing for its use of forced labor by some 

900 American troops at four locations operated by 
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70 Years...Continued on Page 4 

IN THIS 1942 FILE PHOTO PROVIDED BY THE USMC,           

JAPANESE SOLDIERS STAND GUARD OVER AMERICAN 

POW’S, JUST BEFORE THE BATAAN DEATH MARCH 

http://www.ap.org/
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its predecessor company, Mitsubishi Mining Co. 

Only two living survivors of that ordeal could be 

located to accept the apology, and of them, only 

Murphy is fit enough to make the trip to Los     

Angeles. 

 

Speaking by phone from Santa Maria, California, 

Murphy recounted how he was shipped to Japan as 

a POW, two-and-a-half years following his      

capture in the Philippines where he was serving as 

a radio operator for the U.S. Army Air Corps. He 

had survived the notorious Bataan Death March, 

when thousands of Americans and Filipinos are 

believed to have perished as they were made to 

trudge 65 miles to prison camps after their defeat 

by Japanese forces. 

 

Murphy spent one year at a copper mine near  

Hanawa with about 500 other POWs, an            

experience he described as "a complete horror." 

 

"It was slavery in every way: no food, no        

medicine, no clothing, no sanitation," Murphy 

said, adding that it was all the more painful    

knowing that Mitsubishi built fighter aircraft used 

against American forces. 

 

He said he forgave his captors after the war, but 

has hankered for an apology for 70 years. He    

participated in a class action lawsuit attempting to 

sue the Japanese government for the year he spent 

in the copper mine, which failed. No money is  

being offered by the corporation, but Murphy said 

he considered the upcoming apology "a big deal." 

 

Murphy said if other companies followed suit, it 

would help provide closure for surviving POWs 

and build a better relationship between Japan and 

the United States, already close allies. 

 

Another former POW, Lester Tenney, 94, who met 

briefly with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

during a high-profile visit to Washington in April, 

reserved comment on the planned apology until he 

hears it, but added, "At least it is a step in the right 

direction after all these years." 

 

Tenney was forced to work for coal mine near the 

town of Omuta run by Mitsui Mining Company 

during the war. He will also attend Sunday's event. 

 

A delegation from Mitsubishi Materials will then 

travel Tuesday to a small museum in Wellsburg, 

West Virginia, which commemorates American 

POWs who survived the Bataan Death March. A 

statement from the museum says the delegation 

will announce a donation to support educational 

programming at the museum, and Edward       

Jackfert, a former POW, will thank Mitsubishi 

Materials "for being the first Japanese company to 

come forth and publicly apologize." 
 

Ninety-three-year-old Private First Class William L. Eldridge, 

survivor of the Bataan Death March in World War II, waits for 
the opening ceremonies to start at the 26th Bataan Memorial 
Death March at White Sands Missile Range in New Mexico, on 

Sunday, March 22, 2015. (AP Photo/Las Cruces Sun-News, Jett 

Loe)  
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K eeping up a distinguished Post 134 family 

tradition, our newest member is Mike      

Fallaize, son of long-time, and recently deceased 

member, Jim. Mike joined the Post 134 in July. 

 

Mike, 62, owns the Fallaize Insurance Agency. He 

served aboard the destroyer USS Cone (DD866) 

during the Vietnam era. His    

decorations include the National 

Defense Service Medal and     

Vietnam Service Medal with combat action      

ribbon. 

 

He entered the Navy in 1971 and completed     

training in propulsion and engineering. After his 

release from active duty in 1973, he was        

transferred to the Naval Reserve. 

 

A native of Charlotte, NC, he has a business     

degree from Georgia State. Mike and Beth live in 

Norcross and have two sons, Jim, 33, and Mike, 

Jr., 30. 

MIKE FALLAIZE—NEW POST 134 MEMBER 

The American Legion - July 30, 2015 

American Legion National Commander Michael 

Helm praised Congress for passing a measure to 

fill a $3.4 billion funding gap, which threatened to 

close VA hospitals and clinics across the country. 

“While it’s frustrating that VA did not do a better 

job of budgeting, we need to look to the future,” 

Helm said. “Earlier this month, I called on      

Congress to do its job, and now it has delivered. 

Under this legislation, VA will be able to pay for 

the expensive but essential Hepatitis C medication 

that veterans need. This bill also reforms the   

Veterans Choice Fund by moving to consolidate 

seven different programs that had conflicting and 

confusing criteria. Veterans should not have to 

pay the price for the administrative mistakes made 

by others. We appreciate that Congress has      

provided the needed funding and reforms. Some 

of the problems at VA that caused this budget 

shortfall could happen again if we don’t hold VA 

accountable. Therefore, we call on President 

Obama to put aside his earlier threat to veto the 

VA Accountability Act of 2015 and sign it       

immediately if it passes in the Senate.” 

 

Legion commends Congress for VA bill 
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

DINNER 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM 

COST $18.00 

(Call the SVC if you need help with a ride) 

The American Legion year is July 1st through June 

30th.  Every member's annual dues are due on July 

1.  So, your DUES ARE DUE!!!  Renewal online is 

the preferred method.  Go to our post website and 

click on “Renew Online” and follow the directions, 

or 

Please send a check for $45 (or any amount above 

your dues if you want to offset printing cost of the 

Bugle Call Rag newsletter) to: 

 

American Legion Post 134 

P.O. Box 8086  

Atlanta GA 31106-0086  


