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The Bugle Call Rag 

W e note with profound regret 

several recent deaths: Jim 

Fallaize on April 1 and Gen. Ralph 

Moor on April 12,  as well as the 

March deaths of Anne Dale      

Shepherd and Betty Powell. The 

long gray line inevitably thins. We 

are the less for it. Our thoughts go 

out to the bereaved along with our 

appreciation for new members who 

are so essential to the future of Post 

134. 

The remarkable native American 

chief Tecumseh urged us not to plea 

for more time at the end, but to die 

like heroes going home. That       

certainly can be said of these four. 

Vietnam Certificates of Honor  

The Georgia Department of            

Veterans Services wants to issue          

certificates of honor to all who 

served in Vietnam between 3 Aug 

60 and  7 May 75. 

If this is you, or someone you know, 

please send the servicemember’s 

name, branch of service, rank, and 

dates of service in the ‘Nam to Bob 

Atkinson at (404) 376-7812, or by 

email to atkinson2569@gmail.com. 

They didn’t mention it, but an      

address also might be helpful. 

We’re advised that the information 

will not be shared with others. 

To those who were spattered with 

blood at the airport upon returning to 

CONUS, or called baby killers, this 

recognition may seem a long time in 

coming. 

Not so at Post 134. 

We know you didn’t go there on  

vacation and we respect your       

service. Did then. Do now. 

Post 134 Elections 

As you will see elsewhere in this 

issue, Nominating Committee  

Chairman Fred Viele has presented a 

full and outstanding slate of officers 

and Executive Committee members 

for 2015-16. The members will vote 

on these candidates at the regular 

meeting on 14 May 15.  

That would be a good day for    

maximum attendance. 

Scholarships 

The Legion’s Georgia Department 

has six scholarships, valued at 

$1,000 each, available to children or 

grandchildren of department     

members (which includes our post). 

The deadline for applications is      

15 Jun 15.  

Six questions on the application   

require essay-type answers, so, if 

your child or grandchild wants to 

apply, don’t dawdle. 

If you want an application, contact 

me prior to 26 Apr 15 at             

jkottley2@gmail.com or (770) 410-

1100. After that, contact Adjutant 

Sam Steger. 

The Noblest Page in Mankind’s 

History 

Thus 19th Century Hungarian       
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GA National Cemetery 

Canton, GA 

Saturday — May 23th 

0900 — Flag placement 

1000 — Ceremony 

 

Marietta National Cemetery 

Marietta, GA 

Monday — May 25th 

1200 — Ceremony 

 

Both venues will feature 

patriotic music, posting of 

the colors, prayers, a gun 

salute and inspiring     

speakers. All veterans, as 

well the general public, are 

invited to attend what will 

be a meaningful and   

memorable ceremony.  

mailto:atkinson2569@gmail.com
mailto:jkottley2@gmail.com
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For God and Country, 

nationalist Lajos Kossuth describes our            

Declaration of Independence. 

In the 05 Jul 15 Wall Street Journal, David 

Armitage notes that more than half of the 193    

nations currently represented at the UN have a 

founding declaration resembling ours. 

However, while many nations have asserted their 

right to independence, fewer have insisted that 

their citizens were created equal and endowed by 

their Creator with unalienable rights. That makes 

Thomas Jefferson’s document stand as a beacon to 

freedom-loving persons everywhere. 

Lest we forget, however, Jefferson (and his edi-

tors) limited these rights to life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. They did not write “the    

possession of happiness”. Nor did they list many 

other things that we seem today to think of as 

rights. 

Was it the Admiralty’s Fault? 

The 100th anniversary of the 07 May 1915 sinking 

of RMS Lusitania by German submarine U-20 stirs 

anew arguments surrounding that tragic loss of 

1,198 persons, including 128 Americans. 

Was the liner carrying war materiel for British 

troops in World War I? Yes, including 4.2 million 

rounds of .303 rifle ammunition and almost 5,000 

artillery shells. 

Had Germany warned passengers and crew? Yes. 

Before Lusitania left New York for Liverpool, the 

German embassy advertised in leading New York 

newspapers that ships sailing into the war zone 

were liable to destruction and passengers sailing 

thereon would do so “at their own risk”. 

Was Captain William Turner at fault for turning 

directly into the pursuing sub’s line of fire? Yes. 

Did the sinking, more than anything else, draw the 

U.S. into WWI? No. President Woodrow Wilson 

was outraged, calling German submarine warfare 

against commerce “a war against mankind”, but 

did not ask Congress for a declaration of war 

against Germany until 02 Apr 1917. The January, 

1917, Zimmerman telegram was the straw which 

broke the camel’s back. 

These, and other contributing causes, can be      

debated. What cannot is the British Admiralty’s 

secret abandonment of Cruiser Rules. 

Under these rules, originating at the 1899 and 1907 

Hague Conventions, called for submarines to warn 

enemy merchant vessels with a shot across the bow 

or semaphore signal. The challenged ship was to 

heave to and allow a boarding party to inspect its 

cargo. If the cargo included contraband—such as 

that carried by Lusitania—the crew and passengers 

were to be allowed time to abandon ship before it 

was sunk. The target ship was not to display false 

flags, be armed, or escorted by armed craft. 

Greg King and Penny Wilson, authors of           

Lusitania, note that, in January, 1915, the          

Admiralty secretly ordered British vessels     

henceforth to disregard Cruiser Rules. Germany 

found the communiqué when it captured a mer-

chant ship.  

From that time forward, U-boats gave no advance 

warning. While submerged, U-20 fired one or two 

torpedoes (the number still is debated) at            

Lusitania, sinking her in 18 minutes. 
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John Ottley, Jr. 

NEW MEMBER PROFILES 

Wiley Virden 

A native of Griffin, GA, Wiley attended Griffin High 

School and Darlington School in Rome, GA. After 

graduating from Darlington in 1949, he played football 

for the University of Florida. Joining the Army, during 

the Korean War, Wiley played on the Oklahoma      

National Guard’s 45th Thunderbird Infantry Division 

football team in Japan. In December, 1951, the division 

was deployed to Korea. During the war’s waning 

months, Wiley was awarded the Silver Star for         

gallantry as UN and Chinese/North Korean forces tried 

to gain advantage in the truce talks by taking high 

ground in the vicinity of the 38th Parallel.  

Wiley...Continued on Page 5 
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By Bryant Roland, Post 134 Treasurer 

Members of this Post are rich with Pride and            

collectively possess a wealth of dedication and loyalty.  

Currently we are moving rapidly toward fiscal year 

(FY) 2016 – July 1, 2015.  It is time to develop a new 

budget, plan for our yearly programs, and stabilize our 

operating expenses.  

What constitutes the strong pride we are so fortunate to 

enjoy?  Is it the excellent monthly guest speakers?  Yes.  

Is it the exceptional quality and leadership of our   

Commanders and Officers?  Yes.  Could it be the     

camaraderie with other Post members?  Yes.  Perhaps it 

is the satisfaction of the success of our selected        

programs – Wreaths Across America – Boy State –  

Oratorical – Veterans/Memorial Day – Our Award 

Winning Newsletter, and dedicated Editor are both  

recognized as top-notch and definitely contribute to our 

pride. 

Actually it is the combination of all these activities.  

But none of these can occur, nor survive or grow    

without the single common bonding ingredient for each 

of them, i.e., money/currency/green – known to us as 

Finance.   

Most members have been told that our sole source of 

revenue is derived from the payment of membership 

dues.  But did you know it is not the full amount of 

dues?  Post 134 retains just slightly over 50% of your 

dues and 44% goes to the National Headquarters? 

Nonetheless, we have been and are currently fortunate 

to have a limited number of contributors or donors who 

enhance our financial status.  Most of these gifts come 

with a request for anonymity which is always honored 

until the member approves release of identity.   

We are proud to have a totally involved Certified    

Public Accountant in our post.  Our Financial        

Statements prepared monthly are professionally       

certified and meet accepted compliance standards and 

accountability practices.  Statements are reviewed     

internally, scrutinized, audited and presented to and 

approved by the members of the  Executive Committee. 
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Growing up in the Buckhead area and attended 

Rivers and Hope ES, James’ family moved to   

Atlanta. After attending O'Keefe JHS. he entered 

Tech High. Although he had been accepted to 

Georgia Tech upon graduation from Tech High, he 

joined the United States Navy. After a bout with 

Scarlet Fever, he eventually was assigned to the 

USS Maryland (BB-46) Battleship in New       

Caledonia. He served as a gunners mate 3rd class 

assigned to a sixteen inch gun turret. In 1946, Jim 

returned to Atlanta and began attending Georgia 

State University, which was the evening school for 

the University of Georgia. That same year he    

Taps for Fallaize...Continued on Page 4 

July 6, 1925 

to 

April 1, 2015 

JAMES B. FALLAIZE 

http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/navy/?personid=174636210&affiliateID=1031
http://www.legacy.com/memorial-sites/university-of-georgia/?personid=174636210&affiliateID=1031
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B orn in a country        

farmhouse on Dec 18, 

1912 in the Waltertown     

community of Georgia, just a 

few miles from Waycross. The 

Moor family had settled there 

to engage in the “Waltertown 

Experiment” of growing 

peaches in the South Georgia 

area more noted for growing 

pine trees. During his forma-

tive years, Ralph grew up picking peaches in the field 

and driving the wagon  carrying the peaches to market. 

He would always tell of his adventures with Jim and 

Elic - the family's mule team, Sookie the milk cow, and 

Bess the family horse. At the time, he didn't even miss 

the lack of indoor plumbing and electricity.  

Commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Adjutant 

General’s Corp of the U.S. Army prior to the outbreak 

of World War II. He served for several years in the 

War Department Headquarters in Washington DC. 

When General Douglas McArthur returned to the   

Philippine Islands, as a Major, Ralph volunteered to 

serve on his staff and worked to help plan for the     

anticipated invasion of the Japanese homeland. He was 

scheduled to be on the third wave of the invasion force. 

Fortunately the war ended before the invasion could be 

accomplished. After the war, Ralph continued to serve 

his country and commanded a unit in the Georgia    

National Guard, rising to the rank of Brigadier General 

upon his retirement. Over his distinguished career, 

Ralph served in several capacities in both the          

government of the State of Georgia and United States 

Civil Service. He served on the Washington, D. C. staff 

of several of Georgia’s Senators (from the golden years 

of Southern politics) , and Served as Dean of Men at 

South Georgia College for several years. While his first 

job with the State of Georgia was working he Georgia 

Board of Regents as an assistant to Dr. Steadman   

Vincent Sanford (of Sanford Stadium fame); during the 

latter years of his service to the state, Ralph served as 

Commissioner for the Georgia State Merit System. He 

spearheaded the development of procedures that      

ensured that the state employed the best and most  

highly talented and qualified employees.  A long time 

member of our post, General Moor was buried at the 

Georgia National Cemetery in Canton, GA. 

The Bugle Call Rag 

entered the insurance industry by accepting a job 

with the Maryland Casualty Company. It was 

there that he met his soon to be wife of 67 years, 

Marie Cochran. In 1959, he entered the             

independent insurance agency business by     

forming the Morris-Fallaize Insurance Agency. As 

things changed, he had an opportunity to form his 

own agency with his wife and son in 1977. The 

Fallaize Insurance Agency continues today with 

his son and grandson as the perpetuation of the 

family business. Jim was extremely active in the 

insurance industry serving as the president of the 

Independent Insurance Agents of Georgia and  

Atlanta. He also served on many committees in 

the association as well as those established by the 

Georgia Insurance Department. Jim was also very 

active in his community. He was a faithful    

Christian beginning his journey in 1937 when he 

joined Covenant Presbyterian Church in Atlanta. 

He attended several churches in Atlanta most    

notably Rock Springs Presbyterian where his son, 

daughter and grandson were married. At the time 

of his death he was a member of Peachtree      

Corners Presbyterian. He has served as a deacon, 

elder and Sunday school leader. He was involved 

with the Boy Scouts of America for many years 

and has maintained his membership in the    

American Legion Post 134, Fulton Co., GA, since 

1955.  

Taps for Fallaize... Continued from Page 3 
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After being released 

from active duty, 

Wiley completed 

his education at 

Georgia State. He 

entered the in-

surance business 

and helped form the 

company now 

known as Johnson 

& Bryan, Inc. 

He has served as 

president of two 

Kiwanis clubs—

Peachtree Atlanta 

and Buckhead—and was elected lieutenant governor of 

Kiwanis’s First District. Virden received the Hixon 

Award, the highest given by Kiwanis International. He 

also was a member of the Atlanta Jaycees. He was on 

the board of Big Brothers Big Sisters Atlanta while  

consecutively mentoring four young men. 

His hobbies include tennis and golf. 

Wiley has been long-time member of the Cherokee 

Town and Country Club and the Country Club of     

Sapphire Valley, NC. 

Now semi-retired, Virden is a student of the American 

Revolution, specializing in the life of Gilbert du Motier, 

the Marquis de Lafayette. Wiley has given more than 30 

talks on Lafayette to civic organizations. He also has a 

keen interest in the life of Charles Lindbergh.  

 

Munir El-Amin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A native of Andalusia, AL, he was brought up in      

Niagara Falls, New York.  After completing basic    

training at Sampson AFB (Seneca Lake, NY—closed in 

1956), under the 3650th Military Training Wing,  Munir 

was assigned to maintain aircraft and personnel records 

at Dover AFB, Delaware.  

Dover AFB is home to the largest military mortuary in 

the DoD, and has been used for processing military  

personnel killed in both war and peacetime; the remains 

of those killed overseas are traditionally brought to   

Dover before being transferred to family. The Carson 

Center for Mortuary Affairs has also been used to   

identify remains of civilians: in 1978 for the victims of 

the Jonestown mass murder/suicide, in 1986 for      

identifying the remains of the crew of the Space      

Shuttle Challenger, and in 2003 for the crew of the 

Space Shuttle Columbia. It was also a major site for 

identifying the remains of military personnel killed in 

the 9/11 attacks. 

Munir says that it was a very moving experience to see 

large Air Force cargo aircraft, such as the experimental 

Convair XC-99, discharging our nation’s honored dead. 

The XC-99 was the largest piston-engine land-based 

transport aircraft ever built. It was developed from the 

Convair B-36 “Peacemakers” strategic bomber. 

He achieved the rank of Airman First Class (formerly 

senior airman) and was honorably discharged after a 

four-year tour of duty. While at Dover, he earned a high 

school degree by completing the GED program. 

After retiring from the USAF, he was a security officer 

with the DeKalb School System, from which he is now 

retired. One of his memorable experiences was getting a 

tip that contraband material was in the trunk of a       

student’s car. It turned out to be an AK-47 rifle which, 

Munir says, “never made it into the school.” 

Speaking of his membership, Munir said, “You know, 

in the American Legion, it doesn’t matter what rank you 

achieved, or what your MOS was; the important thing is 

that you were honorably discharged. Honorable is the 

only way to go.” 

Wiley Virden...Continued from Page 2 
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2015-2016 Post Officers * 

 

Commander Phil Mathis         Finance           Bryant Roland 

Sr. VC  Asa Candler         Adjutant           Sam Steger 

Jr. VC   Loren Cook         Historian           Bill Baker  

Chaplain   Rev. J. R.McAliley III    Past Commander     John Ottley, Jr. 

Service Officer Rev. Larry Robert 

 

Executive Committee Members 
    

James Walters (2013-2016)      Ramon Garcia      (2013-2016) 

Al Alberghini (2015-2016)**       Arnold Wall            (2015-2018) 

Walter Conway (2015-2018)      Todd Copley           (2014-2017) 

Fred Viele (2014-2017)      John Ottley, Jr.        (2015-2017)*** 

Dwight Hawksworth (2015-2018) 

* The American Legion Fiscal Year is July 1, 2015 —Jun 30, 2016 

** Replaced Loren Cook, nominee for JVC       *** Replaces Bob Morore, relocated to VA 


