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The Bugle Call Rag 

I t has been said that a nation which 

ignores its history has neither past 

nor future. 

Amid the hand-wringing and wailing 

“but, what can we do” about radical 

Islamist terrorism, it might be           

instructive to recall these five events 

from American history: 

1. In 1798, the Alien Friends Act 

(AFA) was signed into law. It     

allowed the President to imprison or 

deport aliens “considered dangerous 

to the peace and safety of the     

United States.” The Alien Enemies 

Act (AEA) allowed the same      

actions to be taken against citizens 

of hostile nations residing here. The 

AFA expired in 1800-01, but the 

AEA remains in effect and was 

used during WWII to detain, deport, 

or confiscate the property of, enemy 

citizens residing here. 

2. In response to threats against  

Washington, DC, Confederate    

spying, and, later, draft riots,    

President Abraham Lincoln        

suspended the writ of habeas      

corpus in 1861. His action was later    

upheld by Congress. All a jailer had 

to do was certify that a prisoner was 

being held under the authority of 

the President and give no further 

explanation. The writ was restored 

after the war. 

3. In 1915, a special squad was created 

within the New York City Police 

Department to seek out, and arrest, 

aliens or German sympathizers 

placing bombs or incendiary       

devices aboard cargo vessels taking 

foodstuffs or munitions to nations 

of the WWI Triple Entente 

(initially, Britain, France, and    

Russia). This was done in secrecy at 

first lest it interfere with President 

Woodrow Wilson’s original policy 

of U.S. neutrality toward WWI.  

4. In June, 1942, eight German       

saboteurs came ashore from           

U-boats, landing in New York and 

Florida. Two of them turned     

themselves in to the FBI. All were 

convicted by a military tribunal in 

July. Two received life sentences 

for squealing; the other six got the 

chair in August. Game over in about 

50 days. 

5. Two additional saboteurs landed 

from a U-Boat near Bar Harbor, 

ME, in November, 1944. They 

made it into Manhattan where one 

got cold feet. Both were tried by a 

military tribunal and sentenced to 

swing from a rope. The war ended 

before the sentence could be carried 

out and they were commuted. 

So, our nation has and can “do       

something” about terrorism if it has the 

will. It can be argued that those were 

different times. In a sense, however, so 

are these. 

Oratorical Contest 

As this issue of the BCR goes to bed, 

Post 134 is conducting its oratorical 

contest. Several students in high or  

middle school were invited to give oral         

presentations which defend sections of 

the U.S. Constitution.  One is              

pre-rehearsed; the other more            

extemporaneous. 

A sincere tip of the commander’s     
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garrison cap to Contest Chair Bob Moore whose hard 

work has resulted in another fine contest.  Our          

appreciation goes out also to those who served as   

judges and to Ramon Garcia for making his place of 

business (Floramart) available as the contest site. This 

year’s winner will receive $250 and be eligible to     

participate in the Legion’s 5th District contest on         

16 Feb 15. Second and third place winners get $150 and 

$100 respectively. 

Hopefully, the March newsletter will have photos and 

results of our post’s contest.  

Flag Disposal 

If anyone contacts you about disposal of a used United 

States flag, please have them get in touch with me. I 

will see to it that the banner is retired in a dignified and 

respectful manner. 

Sweetheart Month 

In recognition of St. Valentine’s Day (14 Feb) our post 

traditionally designates this as Sweetheart Month and 

urges members to bring their spouses or significant  

others to the 12 Feb 15 regular meeting. Kindly advise 

Junior Vice Commander Phil Mathis so he can be sure 

the restaurant’s headcount is correct. 

Of course, spouses, etc. always are welcome at any 

general membership meeting. 

Holiday Party 

Many thanks and a big salute to Roland Bryant for 

planning and executing another wonderful Post 134 

holiday party on 20 Dec 14 at the Druid Hills Country 

Club. It was a warm and ingratiating gathering in an 

exquisite setting. 

Gesture of Kindness 

On 10 Dec 14, I had lunch with Judy and a friend at a 

Japanese steak house. Yes, the kind where you sit 

around a grill and the chef juggles knives and           

exchanges pleasantries before getting down to business. 

When the bills came, there was some commotion and 

finger pointing from an African-American woman and 

her daughter. Another gentleman at the grill had       

instructed the waitress to add the couple’s bill to his 

tab. He nodded and wished the woman and daughter, 

“Merry Christmas.”  

It was a small and random act of kindness, but very 

moving. As Judy and I left we speculated that such  

gestures might go farther toward creating understanding 

among diverse peoples than tipping over police cars,  

lie-ins, die-ins, athletes wearing protest shirts, and the 

like.  
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John Ottley, Jr. 

TAPS 
Colonel (Ret) Jacques Partain, Jr. 

21 Feb 1918 - 28 Nov 2014 

Colonel (Ret) J.O. Partain, Jr., US Army veteran of World War II and long time member of American Legion 

Post 134, passed away at the age of 96.  Col. Partain attended North Fulton High School, Oglethorpe      

University, and Emory University where he was a brother of Kappa Alpha Order.  He enlisted in the U.S. 

Army in January 1941 as the first volunteer from Buckhead. He served in the South Pacific Theater in New Guinea and the Philippines.  He 

graduated from The Command and General Staff College and served as Chief of Staff for the 81st Army Reserve Command.  Col. Partain 

served as President of J.O. Partain and Company, a general insurance and real estate brokerage firm. In 1967 he was appointed to the 

Georgia State Board of Pardons and Paroles where he served until his retirement in 1982.  Col. Partain was a member of the Atlanta  

Lions Club, Reserve Officers Association, Grand Lodge of Georgia, and Yaarab Temple.  He was a longtime member of Westminster and 

Peachtree Road Presbyterian Churches.  In retirement he enjoyed traveling, riding and keeping horses, and spending time with his family.  

The long and distinguished life of Col. Partain was celebrated by his family in a graveside service with full military honors at Westview 

Cemetery.  Those wishing to honor Col. Partain may consider the Wounded Warrior Project, 4899 Belfort Road, Suite 300, Jacksonville, 

FL, 32256, or Salvation Army, Metro Atlanta Area Command, PO Box 930188, Norcross, GA, 30003-0188.  
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Editor’s note:  Post 134’s membership is unique, as 

Hap joins Charles Shepherd (See Sept 2012 BCR,    

issue) in receiving this honor.  You can find more     

articles that Hap has written in the following issues; 

Nov 2010, Jun 2012, March 2014.  Go to our website 

and click on “Newsletter.” 

 

FROM THE FRENCH  CONSUL 

 

In order to express France’s eternal gratitude to 

those who liberated it from oppression from      

1944-45, the Consul General of France in Atlanta, 

Denis Barbet, bestowed the Legion of Honor upon 

12 American WWII Veterans from Georgia during 

a ceremony held on January 27, 2015, at the Floyd 

Veterans Memorial Building in Atlanta.  

Founded by Napoleon Bonaparte in 1802, the National 

Order of the Legion of Honor is the highest honor in 

France. It recognizes eminent services to the French 

Republic. Foreign nationals who have served France or 

the ideals it upholds may receive a distinction from the 

Legion of Honor. American veterans who risked their 

lives during World War II and who fought on or over 

French territory qualify to be decorated as Knights of 

the Legion of Honor. Veterans must have fought in one 

of the four main campaigns of the Liberation of France: 

Normandy, Provence, Ardennes, or Northern France. 

Recipients of this honor are designated by the President 

of the Republic, François Hollande. 

ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITUTION 
By Bill Hendrick 

 

You don’t have to see many dead bodies sprawled all 

around you to realize you could be one too — at any 

instant — but you just have to “keep on going and do 

your job,” says William B. Johnson, 90, of 

Brookhaven, who remembers names of men he fought 

with and some who died as if he had lunch with them a 

just few days ago instead of 70 years. 

 

“I was within 50 feet of John Medo of California, 

working on a communications line, when a mortar hit, 

killing him with a piece of shrapnel in the spine,” says 

Johnson. “It makes you wonder if you’re going to get 

the next one. But you just go on. I was in combat for 60 
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CHANDLER RECEIVES THE FRENCH LEGION OF HONOR 

Legion of Honor...Continued on Page 4 



Page 4 

days and didn’t get hit. It’s just luck.” 

 

Johnson, a former corporal, is one of four local men, 

two from Sandy Springs and one from Dunwoody, who 

was honored with the National Order of the Legion of 

Honor, France’s highest award.  It is given to men who 

served in France, to express that country’s “eternal 

gratitude to those who liberated it from oppression 

from 1944-45.” 

 

Another is Frank Blackston, 91, of Dunwoody, who 

served as a sergeant in France, Germany, Austria, what 

was then Czechoslovakia and Holland, arriving just in 

time for the Battle of the Bulge, the worst conflict of 

World War II in terms of American deaths, with 

19,000 men killed. 

 

“I think it’s absolutely fantastic to get this award,’’ he 

says. “Less than two million of those in that battle are 

still alive. I faced the enemy for 68 days, and one    

minute is too long. When we crossed the Rhine,         

Gen. Patton was about 25 yards from me, and he     

saluted. We lost an awful lot of men. We lost out tank, 

our Sherman, and the next day got a better one, a           

Pershing.” 

 

Lloyd Pittman, a lieutenant and pilot of a B-24        

Liberator, flew missions over Germany night and day. 

 

“I consider myself a very lucky man,” he says. “All I 

did was drive the thing. I had a great crew. We got shot 

all up with flak and I didn’t get a scratch. It was scary 

every night, but you didn’t think about it. You had a 

job to do. And we had a lot of close calls. Once a night 

fighter slipped up behind us, our guys shooting at him 

the whole time. We dropped our bombs. I put it in a 

steep dive and we got out of there.” 

 

Retired Lt. Col. Farish C. “Hap” Chandler Jr., 93, 

served in World War II and Korea. He flew 35        

missions in World War II and 50 more in Korea. 

 

“I pushed my luck,” he laughs. “And I don’t think I 

deserve this great honor. What’s going on in France 

now is just another indication of their ability to        

survive.” 

 

In his missions over Europe, Chandler says, “we were 

shot up a lot but we got back, once on two engines. We 

made an emergency landing.” 

 

And he was one of the first Americans to see “too 

close” the brand new German jet fighter planes, which 

started flying too late to affect the war’s outcome. 

 

“It was amazing,” he says. “It just went ‘whoosh’. And 

there were two of them.” 

 

Blackston, who was wounded twice, has three     

daughters and eight grandchildren and has been      

married since 1949. Pittman’s wife is one year younger 

than he is. They had no children. Johnson has two  

children and two grandchildren, and Chandler four 

children, five grandchildren and four                       

great-grandchildren. 

  

Chandler’s father was wounded and left for dead on a 

battlefield in France in World War I.  A grandfather, a 

Confederate soldier, was wounded and left for dead 

after the Second Battle of Bull Run in 1862. 

 

“Life is fickle,” he says. “Your never know what is 

around the corner and what it means.” 
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Lt Col (Ret) F.C. “Hap” Chandler, 93, from 

Sandy Springs, GA.  Moments before being 

presented the French Legion Of Honor 



In 1945, the U.S. military expected up to 1 million casualties 

in the invasion of Japan, so the services stocked up on Purple 

Hearts. But Japan surrendered after the atomic bombings and 

Soviet invasion of Manchuria, leaving the services with    

hundreds of thousands of Purple Hearts that were no longer 

needed. 

As late as 1985, the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) still 

had about 120,000 refurbished Purple Heart sets dating back 

to World War II,  

There could be a small number of WWII-era medal sets still 

in the hands of military service customers and it is possible 

that recent and current issues of medals were made from 

stock produced in previous time periods. 

The DLA has ordered about 34,000 Purple Hearts since 1976, 

of which 21,000 were ordered in 2008,. 

Author D.M. Giangreco, who wrote a book about the planned 

invasion of Japan, maintains that the bulk of Purple Hearts in 

stock date back to World War II. His research found that most 

of the refurbished Purple Hearts were sent to military depots, 

units and hospitals between 1985 and 1999. 

Since then, about 6,800 troops have been killed in the wars in 

Iraq and Afghanistan and about 52,000 troops wounded,   

according to the latest Defense Department figures. Veterans 

are also regularly being awarded the Purple Heart              

retroactively, according to the Military Order of the Purple 

Heart. 

 

 

While Giangreco did not know the number of veterans who 

have been awarded the Purple Heart over the past 10 years, 

based on government figures, he estimated it is still less than 

the number of remaining World War II-era Purple Hearts. 

Purple Hearts from World War II had different ribbons than 

medals built nowadays, but the refurbished Purple Hearts 

have been given new ribbons to put them in line with current 

requirements, making the old and new awards look almost 

identical, Giangreco said. 

“You are talking about minute types of differences where 

only a specialist, somebody who really looks at this stuff, and 

looks at it often, can tell,” he said. 
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LTG Helmly served in numerous leadership roles 

in the United States Army for 36 years before he 

was promoted in 2002 to Lieutenant General and 

assumed duties as the Chief, Army Reserve and 

Commanding General, US Army Reserve        

Command. LG Helmly led the Army Reserve in 

sweeping changes to its structure, command and 

management organizations, and command/control 

and management practices which helped change 

the Army Reserve from an industrial age institution 

to a fully integrated information age part of the  

Army.  In June 2006 he was assigned as the Senior 

US Defense Representative to Pakistan in the US 

Embassy, Islamabad, Pakistan where he led all US 

military activities in that country including       

oversight of over $1.5 billion annually in US     

military assistance and coordination of Pakistani 

military activities with those of US and allied   

forces in Afghanistan.  In retirement, LTG Helmly 

resides in Georgia with his wife, Maria. 

FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKER 

James R. "Ron" Helmly is a retired Lieutenant 
General in the United States Army, and, until 
May 2006, was the commander of the United 

States Army Reserve. 

ARE PURPLE HEARTS FROM 1945 STILL BEING AWARDED? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_General
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lieutenant_General
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Reserve
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Reserve
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Next Meeting — February 12, 2015 
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NEW MEMBER WELCOME 

 

 

PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

COST $18.00 

ASA CANDLER V 

Asa Candler V is the newest member of 

Post 134. Two of his relatives are former 

members of Post 134, dating back to the 

day when our post had more than 300 

members.  After graduating from Emory 

University, Asa applied for a direct  

commission through the Georgia Air 

National Guard.  Completing flight 

school, he flew F-84s with the         

128th Fighter Bomber Squadron, 116th 

Fighter Bomb Wing, Dobbins AFB, GA. 


