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The Bugle Call Rag 

R amon Garcia shared with me an 

article from the 10/19/14      

Washington Times which made me 

proud of our post, but, in another sense, 

disappointed. 

A female USAR soldier, with a         

deployment to Iraq under her belt, 

looked into membership in the VFW, 

presumably in the DC area. Some lame 

brain chauvinist asked if what she really 

wanted was an application for her 

spouse. 

The soldier is quoted as vowing, after 

that, she will not join either the VFW or 

the Legion because these organizations 

are “out of touch” with younger former 

service personnel who want to “do more 

than drink and smoke with older vets.” 

She wants to be “out in her community 

and involved with groups interested in 

jogging and volunteering.” She is  

turned off by organizations which   

communicate only by snail mail, meet 

in dimly lit halls, are unwelcoming to 

younger vets, and begin drinking at     

10 a.m. 

When I compare her comments with 

what goes on at our post, I wish I could 

personally—and proudly—show her 

how wrong she is. 

If we could have her as a guest at Post 

134, she would be greeted warmly and 

enthusiastically by vets of several wars 

each of whom would thank her for her 

service and present her with more   

community volunteer service            

opportunities than she could handle. 

Examples: helping recruit young men 

and women for our oratorical contest, 

Boy Scout medal program, and       

Boys State. Not to mention the scores of 

other volunteer projects in which we’re 

involved outside of the Legion. 

She would be ushered into a              

well-appointed and brightly lit          

restaurant and would not find any     

Legionnaires drinking at 10 a.m. 

Instantly she would be impressed by 

intelligent, well-spoken members who 

keep themselves informed on current 

affairs. They would appreciate her    

sacrifices because they’ve made many 

of their own. 

She would be inspired by stimulating 

speakers and a world-class newsletter.  

OK, maybe she wouldn’t find all of us 

out jogging before dawn, but we       

certainly wouldn’t give her the        

runaround. 

It’s disappointing to consider the      

possibility that some former service 

members in our own community might 

share this woman’s mistaken             

impressions simply because they have 

not had an opportunity to meet the 

members of Post 134 and hear our    

enlightening and upbeat programs. 

We can overcome this by inviting     

veterans as guests to our meetings and 

asking them to join us. 

Won’t you join me in this effort?  I like 

Commander...Continued on Page 2 

COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

George Washington lost 

more battles than he won.  

But his overall strategies 

of avoiding big battles, 

using guerrilla tactics, 

and protracting the war 

led America to victory. 
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to look at it as sharing something great with a friend. 

They Also Serve 

A recent Wall Street Journal column points out that 

family members should be honored on Veterans Day as 

well in recognition of their sacrifice when persons in 

uniform are away from home.  

I emailed my children immediately thereafter thanking 

them for their uncomplaining support of my absences 

on training weekends, week nights away from home 

driving helicopters through dark skies, “extra” flight 

missions,  and summer vacations they didn’t go on   

because dad was away at annual duty. 

They’re patriots, all. 

Wreaths Across America 

The goal of Wreaths Across America is to place a    

holiday wreath on the grave of every serviceman buried 

in our national cemeteries. 

Post 134 budgets an annual contribution to this worthy 

project. I hope each member received my somewhat 

tardy message about individual contributions.   

If you wish to participate in the laying of wreaths at the 

Georgia National Cemetery, it will begin at 1030 hours 

on Saturday, December 13, 2014, followed by a       

ceremony at 1200 hours. The cemetery is at 2025 

Mount Carmel Church Lane in Canton, GA. 

 

Oratorical Contest 

 

Thanks to Bob Moore’s fine work, we have our first 

candidate for this enriching civic experience. He is 

Brannon Anthony. 

 

Our Post 134 contest will be at 0900 on Saturday,    

January 31, 2015, at the Pete Garcia Company 

(Floramart), 5154 Peachtree Industrial Blvd., Atlanta. 

Phone: 770-458-8888. You’ll find the contest           

interesting and the Garcia showrooms entrancing.   

 

A tip of the hat to Ramon Garcia for making his space 

available yet again for this event. 

 

We need one or two more contestants. This is not     

restricted to genius-level students who would shine on 

the school debate team. Each contestant makes his/her 

own presentation and does not have to confront the  

arguments of others.  

 

There are three prizes. As things stand now, the odds 

are excellent of winning one of them. 

 

New Members 

 

A big salute to Fred Viele for his superb work in asking 

area Legionnaires not currently assigned to a post to 

attend our meetings. Also appreciate others who 

brought potential members as guests to the November 

meeting. 

 

VA Customer Service 

 

The Reserve Notes blog reports that the VA is opening 

a customer service bureau to train workers how to    

improve customer satisfaction. Three quick steps for-

ward would be to stop lying to the Congress, emphasize 

treatment to vets with service-connected problems, and 

start giving reasonable appointment times. 

 

Just in case you forgot: the VA was started largely at 

the Legion’s insistence after WWI.  
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John Ottley, Jr. 

TAPS IN MEMORIAM—Dec 2013 - Dec 2014 

 William N. Martin 

 David B. Evans 

 Warren P, Sewell, Jr. 
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By Dale L. Walker 

On Patrol Magazine—USO, Fall 2014 

 

I n the space of two hours on Dec 7, 1941, 353      

Japanese fighters, bombers and torpedo planes sank 

4 U.S. battleships, 3 cruisers and 3 destroyers,         

destroyed 161 American aircraft, and killed 2,117   

Army, Navy and Marine Corps personnel and 57     

civilians. 

One day after the assault on the U.S. naval base at 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, President Franklin Roosevelt 

made an impassioned seven-minute speech before a 

joint session of Congress.  An hour after he uttered the 

phrase, “a date which will live in infamy,” and with the 

wreckage at Pearl still smoldering, Congress declared 

war against Japan. 

Three days after the attack, the United States had its 

first World War II hero. 

The arena for Army Air Forces Captain Colin Kelly’s 

act of valor was Clark Field, 40 miles northwest of  

Manila, on the Philippine island of Luzon.  The air 

base, a former Army fort in American possession since 

1903, was used as a landing field for medium bombers 

in the 1930s.  By the summer and fall of 1941, it had 

become especially strategic in light of an expected war 

with an increasingly belligerent Japan. 

At daybreak on December 10, 1941, three B-17s of the 

U.S. 14th Bomb Squadron, 19th Bomb Group, landed 

at Clark Field in a driving rain.  Their squadron      

commander, Major Emmett “Rosy” O’Donnell, Jr., 

briefed the crews.  After Pearl Harbor, the Japanese 

struck Clark and other American installations near  

Manila.  The three newly arrived B-17s were to       

proceed at once to Formosa—now known as Taiwan—

500 miles north, and attack airfields there.  They were 

to fly to Formosa without refueling or completing their 

bomb loading and without a fighter escort. 

Of the three pilots, Captain Colin Purdie Kelly, Jr., 26, 

There’s a There’s a   

STARSTAR--SPANGLEDSPANGLED  

  BANNER BANNER   
waving somewherewaving somewhere  
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a 1937 West Point graduate from Madison, Florida, 

was the most experienced in the B-17.  Kelly was the 

first Army officer to fly the Boeing “Flying Fortress” 

in the Far East.  He was a handsome, cheery, devoted 

airman from the time he caught a ride with an itinerant 

barnstormer.  He also was married and father of a six-

month-old son. 

Off the north coast of Luzon on the morning of        

December 10, the Americans spotted a Japanese      

invasion force headed south.  Kelly’s B-17, with only 

three 600-pound bombs aboard, got the bombardier’s 

signal and released the bombs in sequence on the    

biggest of the enemy ships—variously described as a 

transport or light cruiser—and watched a huge blast 

blossom on its deck. 

There was no time to celebrate, however, for, as the    

B-17 turned back toward Clark Field, it was attacked 

by a swarm of fighters led by Japan’s great ace,      

Sub-Lieutenant Saburo Sakai, who was credited with 

destroying 64 planes—mostly American—in combat. 

The big bomber was hit again and again, killing the 

waist gunner and severely wounding another man.  

With the instrument panel hopelessly damaged, the left 

wing ablaze and fire spreading into the flight deck, 

Kelly ordered the other six crew members to don their 

parachutes while he remained at the controls, trying to 

steady the plane.  As Kelly’s copilot, 2nd Lieutenant 

Donald Robins, moved to the upper escape hatch, the 

bomber exploded in a ball of flame and debris, ejecting 

Robins—badly burned but alive—clear of the aircraft. 

Colin Kelly’s body was found at the crash site, a short 

distance from the Clark Field runway, with his        

parachute unopened. 

 

General Douglas MacArthur awarded him a           

posthumous Distinguished Service Cross, the Army 

and Army Air Forces’ second highest award for valor. 

After the war, his remains were buried with military 

honors in his hometown of Madison, Florida. 

Before he passed in 1945, Roosevelt wrote a letter  

addressed to “the President of the United States in 

1956” asking that Kelly’s son be given an appointment 

to his father’s alma mater.  The request was fulfilled 

and Colin P. Kelly III, graduated from the U.S.       

Military Academy and served in the Army as a      

chaplain. 

By March 1942, with patriotic fervor sweeping the 

country, Colin Kelly’s name and deeds were endlessly 

recounted in newspaper stories, often coupling his   

heroism to the biblical (John 15:13) precept that, 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay 

down his life for his friends.” 

In addition, a song released that year, written by Paul 

Roberts and Shelby Darnell, and vocalized by          

Arkansas musician Elton Britt, sold more than a      

million copies and linked Kelly’s name to some of 

American’s greatest heroes: 

There’s a Star-Spangled Banner waving somewhere 

In a distant land so many miles away. 

Only Uncle Sam’s great heroes get to go there 

Where I wish that I could also live some day. 

I’ll see Lincoln, Custer, Washington and Perry, 

And Nathan Hale and Colin Kelly, too. 

There’s a Star-Spangled Banner waving somewhere, 

Waving o’er the land of heroes brave and true.  

The Bugle Call Rag 
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NEW MEMBER PROFILE 

 

 

 

 

 

WALTER  

CONWAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

W alt served in the United State Air Force 

(1949-1953) during the Korean War as a 

radio operator aboard various aircraft.  His primary 

missions were serving on transport aircraft ferrying 

wounded Korean battlefield soldiers to hospitals in 

the United States.  His final assignment was aboard 

RB-29 aircraft, flying reconnaissance missions out 

of Alaska. 

 

Following his time in the military, Walt spent 16 

years in the Philadelphia Police Department before 

joining the Office of Inspector General, U.S.      

Department of Housing and Urban Development, 

in 1973 as a criminal investigator.  In 1980, he     

transferred to Atlanta as the Regional Inspector 

General for Investigations with responsibilities for 

overseeing policies in the U.S. Southeast Region, 

Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands. 

American Legion Post 555, located inside the     

Miami Correctional Facility in Bunker Hill, Ind., 

about 70 miles north of Indianapolis, is one of six 

prison Legion posts in the state of Indiana. Since it 

was chartered in 2009, Post 555’s more than 70 

members have donated nearly $24,000 to their   

local community, including a $1,000 donation to 

Legion’s Operation Comfort Warriors (OCW)   

program. 

American Legion Past National Commander Jim 

Koutz visited Post 555 members in late July to  

personally accept the OCW donation. 

“I was asked by many fellow Legionnaires, ‘Why 

would you want to have a Legion post in a prison?’ 

My answer, ‘Because they were veterans first,’” 

Koutz said. 

Post 555 members are able to fundraise and give 

back to their community by hosting food drives 

within the correctional facility. Inmates there work 

for state prison pay, which is 12 to 20 cents an 

hour. 

“Yes, these men are incarcerated, but they are    

veterans who were proud to serve their country and 

are now proud to serve their community," Koutz 

said.” 

“There is pride in everything that they do,” said 

Mark Sevier, superintendent of the Miami         

Correctional Facility. “Being a member of the    

Legion is part of their makeup in making them a 

better person.” 

PRISON POST DONATES $24,000 TO COMMUNITY 



First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086 

 

John Ottley, Jr. - Commander 

jkottley2@gmail.com           770-410-1100 

 

Dwight Hawksworth - SVC  

hawks@mindspring.com      770-393-0021 

 

Philip Mathis - JVC 

mathisp@bellsouth.net       404-735-4986 

 
    George Hooten & Victor Mahoney 
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Next Meeting — CHIRSTMAS PARTY 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24  26 27 

28 29 30 31    

       

Saturday, December, 20, 2014    11:30 AM 
DRUID HILLS GOLF CLUB — 740 CLIFTON ROAD NE 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED! 

All this for $50 per person / $55 per person after December 15, 2014  

Make check payable to:  American Legion Post 134.  Your payment is your reserva-

tion.  RESERVE EARLY !!!! 

Mail Checks to:  Bryant Roland, 21 Mount Paran Rd., Atlanta, GA 30327 


