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COMMANDER’S COLUMN
Thanks to the 2013-14 officers and
others who got us where we are today,
beginning
with
immediate
Past
Commander Arnold Wall and Senior
Vice Commander Mike Derrico. The
post recruited two new members and
member dues were 100% paid. Sam
Steger continued his invaluable work as
adjutant and Boys State project head.
Bryant Roland organized a successful
holiday party. He and David Davis, who
unselfishly contributes his time as our
CPA, kept us in the black. Fred Viele
saw to our representation at the Marietta
National Cemetery on Memorial Day,
chaired our Nominations Committee,
and worked untiringly on recruiting.
Ramon Garcia headed the oratorical
contest project and guided our
participation in Wreaths Across
America. Todd Copley kept us informed
and inspired with our superb Bugle Call
Rag, thanks largely to his writing ability
and computer wizardry. He and Mike
Noelte updated our post website.
Jack Abernathy supplied a number of
interesting speakers. J.R. McAliley and
Harry Mahoney kept us spiritually
motivated. Charles Shepherd’s monthly
raffle
added
to
our
treasury.
Bill Baker’s excellent post history is an
important part of our new member kit.
Others on the Executive Committee—
Don Teddlie, Loren Cook, James
Walters, and Bob Moore lent sage
counsel to Arnold. Todd, Mike, and
Charles presented Legion certificates to
Eagle Scouts.
As a final gesture, Arnold passed along
the ceremonial hat to your new post
commander.
Believed
to
have
originated with Todd, it will be worn
with respect and gratitude.

DUES
It would be great to see everyone’s dues
paid by September 30th. Obviously, this
is a major source of our post’s operating
budget.
Paying online is duck soup.


Have your Legion membership
number and a credit card ready.
Your number is on your
membership card. If your card isn’t
handy, you can get your number by
calling Legion National HQ at
(800).433-3318.



Go to Post 134’s website at
www.alpost134.org, or Google
American Legion Post 134.



Click on the Renew Online tab at
the left of the home page.



Click on the Renew Now button
which links you to national.



Type your membership number in
the member ID window and your
last name below that.



The site will present your member
contact info for changes or
corrections.



Proceed to the payment info, select
a credit card, and enter the card
info.



After you approve the payment
amount, you will get an emailed
receipt.
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Hometown Hero: Volunteer helps with arrangements
for veterans’ funerals
Tucker man there to make sure
burials go off in dignified
fashion.
By Bill Hendrick
For the AJC

August 6, 2014

Every Wednesday, rain or shine, in blazing heat or
bone chilling cold and from early morning until
evening, you’ll find 77-year-old Charles C. Capps
of Tucker at the sprawling 775-acre Georgia
National Cemetery, greeting families of deceased
veterans — men and women headed to their final
resting place in the lush green rolling hills of
western Cherokee County.
And some live veterans, too.
Dressed in a Navy blue blazer and sporting a red,
white and blue necktie, Capps is there to make sure
burials go off on time and in a dignified fashion.
He talks to a steady stream of mourners, hearse
drivers and funeral directors, ready to answer any
question and often directing long lines of cars.
On one recent morning, an aging Vietnam veteran
strode into the cemetery’s public information
center and sheepishly approached Capps.
“How much does it cost to be buried here,” he
asked.
“You’ve already paid for it,” Capps replied.
“He’s awesome,” said Marge Helgerson, director
of both the Marietta National Cemetery and
Georgia National. “All the volunteers are. They’ll
come whatever the weather. They greet the
families, which is wonderful because we don’t
have enough staff.”

Mary Mahoney, 71, of Decatur, said Capps “was a
friend of my husband, Victor. He is literally there
through rain, shine, sleet, snow. When my husband
was buried, I have this vivid picture in my mind of
Charles saluting the hearse. It’s very comforting to
mourners.”
Capps sees what he does as a privilege.
Sometimes, remains arrive in a hearse, with no
family members, including homeless men who’ve
died on the streets.
“No veteran should be buried alone,” he said. “We
make sure that doesn’t happen.”
The local Patriot Guard chapter, headed by George
Westbrook Jr., 67, said he can muster members in
a hurry, and has.
Georgian National Cemetery...Continued on Page 5
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Forward this to our adjutant, Sam Steger, at samsteger@comcast.net so he can update his records.

You’re done!
No check, postage, or hassle.

MEMBERSHIP
There is a joy in bringing another former service man
or woman into our group which, probably more than
most other civic organizations, really knows and
appreciates what it means to have served our country.
In a time when, percentagewise, fewer and fewer
Americans have been in uniform, this is one place
where service men and women can feel “at home.”
Sacrifice and commitment has enriched our lives. We
“get it.”
Do yourself and your post a favor by inviting a fellow
veteran to come as your guest to the September 11th
meeting. And don’t let them leave without an app.

HOLIDAY PARTY
This special event will be on Saturday, December 20th,
at Druid Hills Country Club. Mark your calendar now.
Bringing your spouse, or special friend, helps cement
our common ties and reinforces the value of Legion
membership.

SERVICE PROJECTS
Please begin thinking now about a grandchild or school
administrator who should know about our oratorical

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER
Distinguished Civil War historian Bradley Quinlin
has lectured widely on many aspects of that
conflict, now marking its 150th anniversary.
His most recent book, Duty Well Performed, is a
history of the 21st Ohio Volunteer Infantry which
fought at Chickamauga, Kennesaw Mountain, and
Atlanta.
Brad has done extensive research at the Kennesaw

contest in February, 2015, and/or Boys State in June,
2015. Both are superb civic and personal development
opportunities.
Too early? Not a bit. With school just getting
underway, it could be important to plant the idea of
participating before students and school administrators
get inundated with their duties, term papers, sports,
exams, and extra-curricular activities.
Georgia Boys State is a comprehensive one-week
course in state and local government sponsored by the
American Legion.
Qualified male high school rising seniors take part in a
practical government course designed to develop a
working knowledge of the structure of government and
to illustrate that our government is just what we make
it. Delegates organize a mythical 51st state.
Participation is an impressive item to include on a
college application and job applications.
Applicants for Boys State must have finished their
junior year in high school and have earned a 3.0 grade
average.
Only those who illustrate leadership,
character, scholarship, loyalty and service in their
schools and community should be considered. Merit
and ability are evaluated during the selection process.
Our post will choose up to seven candidates for the
Boys State program which will be conducted next June.
Interested candidates should contact their school
counselor or Sam Steger at Post 134 to obtain
additional information after they have received grades
for the first term of their junior year. Sam Steger may
be contacted at samsteger@comcast.net .

National Battlefield where he
uncovered new information about
the battles there and for Atlanta.
His painstaking work on unidentified
graves at the Marietta (GA) National
Cemetery earned him the honorary
title of official historian.
Brad has worked on several movie
sets, including Glory, Gettysburg,
and The Perfect Tribute.
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Causes and Casualties
Of The Great War

written by Lt Col John McCrae.

ACROSS
1.

The H1N1 influenza virus was a global pandemic in
1918, killing 3-6% of the global population, and was
commonly known as this flu.

DOWN

6.

Poisonous vapors used in chemical warfare to kill,
injure, or disable by inhalation or contact.

2.

An unfriendly or aggressive attitude or action.

3.

This type is fully automatic, mounted, or portable gun.

8.

A type of wire used in no man’s land to impede the
movement of infantry.

4.

Coalitions formed between multiple parties to advance
common goals.

9.

The belief of a government that a country should
maintain a strong martial capability and be prepared to
use it to defend national interests.

5.

An emotion induced by a perceived threat.

7.

An excavation in the ground that is generally deeper
than it is wide, built to protect soldiers on the front.

11. Influence and control over the behavior of people.
12. A feeling of satisfaction derived from one’s own
achievements or successes of one’s country.
14. He penned the book A Farewell to Arms based on his
experiences in Italy.
15. A German fighter pilot considered the top Ace of the
war, credited with 80 air combat victories.
16. The ideology of identifying strongly with one’s nation.
17. These wars include two southeastern Europe conflicts in
1912 and 1913. In the first, the Ottoman Empire was
defeated; in the second, Bulgaria was defeated.
18. Murder of a prominent person by a surprise attack.
19. This flower blows between the crosses in a poem

10. A policy of extending a country’s power and influence
through diplomacy or force.
11. He commanded the U.S. Tank Corps in WWI and led
Allied forces toward Berlin in WWII.
13. A situation in which people or groups are competing
with one another.
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NEW MEMBER PROFILE
Vernon Worthy transferred to our post from Post
400 in June 2013. A native of Lamar County, GA,
he attended Morris Brown College, and played
guard on the football team. In 1968, during his
senior year, Vernon’s draft lottery number was
called. He entered the Army and served as a
combat photographer in Vietnam.
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Vernon likes to ride his motorcycle, but his main
recreational interest is hunting. He has harvested
bear, wild boar, and whitetail deer. Not yet
checked off on his hunting bucket list are elk and
antelope.

After being honorably discharged, Vernon
returned to the Atlanta Police Department and
retired after completing 28.5 years. After
retirement, he accepted a position as Chief of the
Morehouse College campus police, where he
served for 17 years.
Vernon and his wife, Hilda, live on Clairmont
Terrace. They have four children.

Georgia National Cemetery...Continued from Page 2

“We had a case not long ago where there was a
homeless man found on the streets in
Lawrenceville,” Capps said. “He was given to a
funeral home which was able to find out he was a
veteran. We called George. We had full military
honors for him.”
Westbrook, a Vietnam veteran, said increasingly
these days, bodies come from VA medical centers.
Funeral homes know to contact the National
Cemetery Scheduling Office in St. Louis, he said,
and contact Helgerson’s staff.
The volunteers, Capps said, “are the face of the
cemetery. We speak with relatives, answer
questions, make sure there’s a flag, and are ready
to help people when their nerves are kind of raw.”
Korean War veteran Tom Doner, 80, who has “had
to cut back” to one day a week, said “it’s amazing
how many families come back and thank us for
what we’ve done.”
Volunteers like Todd Copley, an Iraq-Afghanistan

vet, serve both at the cemetery and on its advisory
council, which solicits funds for expenses not
covered by Georgia National’s budget and
organizes a number of major ceremonies, such as
one on Memorial Day.
“We have signage on roadways, the marble sign
that’s out front, and do outreach for the cemetery,”
said Vietnam vet Ramon Garcia. “A lot of people
don’t know the cemetery exists or where it is or
who’s eligible. We spread the word.”
The council also raises funds for wreaths to be
placed on all 10,000 graves in the national
Wreaths Across America campaign in the winter.
Donations should be earmarked for the Georgia
National Cemetery Advisory Council and sent to
Georgia National at 1080 Veterans Cemetery
Road, Canton, Ga., 30114.

www.alpost134.org
John Ottley, Jr. - Commander
jkottley2@gmail.com
770-410-1100

Crossword Answers

17. BALKAN

ACROSS

19. POPPY

18. ASSASSINATION

Dwight Hawksworth - SVC
hawks@mindspring.com
770-393-0021

1.

SPANISH

6.

GAS

DOWN

Philip Mathis - JVC
mathisp@bellsouth.net
404-735-4986

8.

BARBED

2.

HOSTILITY

9.

MILITARISM

3.

MACHINE

11. POWER

4.

ALLIANCES

12. PRIDE

5.

FEAR

14. HEMINGWAY

7.

TRENCH

15. REDBARON

10. IMPERIALISM

16. NATIONALISM

11. PATTON
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13. RIVALRY

PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT
TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
LUNCH 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM
COST $18.00
(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride)
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