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MATTERS OF THE HEART
Mary Mahoney

S

ome envision the heart to be the
center of the human body. Its
life-sustaining function is what keeps us
alive. Subsequently, it has become the
symbol of love and of deep feelings—
something above and beyond a physical
organ.
In this age of commercialism and
communication overload, hearts and
flowers abound during the month of
February. Greeting cards festooned with
red hearts and love poems are in stores
everywhere. Commercials urge us to
order red roses for our loved ones.
Last Valentine’s Day, I visited the
cemetery to spend some time at my
husband’s grave. I arranged a bouquet of
red flowers next to his white marble
stone and told him how much I loved and
missed him. While I knelt in front of his
gravestone, a woman came up from
behind me carrying a gorgeous bouquet
of fresh red roses in a vase. She bent to
arrange the flowers on the gravestone
directly behind my husband’s. I told her
I had never seen such beautiful roses—
each was a perfect shape and opened to
release that lovely scent particular to
roses.
She told me this was her first
Valentine’s Day without her husband,
and I said, “Me too.” She said they
always exchanged roses on Valentine’s
Day and she wanted to bring him some
today. We read each other’s husband’s
gravestones and realized that they had
died exactly a month apart—mine on
November 14, hers on December 14.
“And look at us now,” she said. “Here
we are meeting on February 14. It was
meant to be.”

I’m not usually a public hugger of
strangers, but when she approached me
with arms outstretched, it seemed both
natural and comforting. “I hope I see
you again,” I told her. I haven’t, but I’ve
seen evidence of her—another dozen red
roses on Veterans’ Day and again at
Christmas. Whenever I see that the
letters on her husband’s gravestone are
becoming dusty or in need of a brushing,
I do it for her. I know she would do the
same for me.
Several years back, Vic was asked by
Ramon (then Commander of Post 134) if
he would speak on the subject of love for
the February monthly Legion meeting, to
which wives, friends, and sweethearts
were invited. He did. I can’t remember
all of what he said about love, but I
remember the poem he read by
Elizabeth Barrett Browning:
How Do I Love Thee? (Sonnet 43)
How do I love thee? Let me count the ways.
I love thee to the depth and breadth and height
My soul can reach, when feeling out of sight
For the ends of being and ideal grace.
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I love thee to the level of every day's
Most quiet need, by sun and candle-light.
I love thee freely, as men strive for right.
I love thee purely, as they turn from praise.
I love thee with the passion put to use
In my old griefs, and with my childhood's faith.
I love thee with a love I seemed to lose
With my lost saints. I love thee with the breath,
Smiles, tears, of all my life! — and, if God choose,
I shall but love thee better after death.

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING
CENTER
FEBRUARY 13, 2014
LUNCH 1130 - 1300
COST $18.00
Call the JVC if you
need help with a ride
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POST 134 - WILLIAM T. COPLEY ORATORICAL CONTEST
Daniel Muehring is the 1st place winner and recipient of the $250 cash
prize. He is currently a high school senior attending North Springs
Charter High School in Fulton County. In 2013 he represented Post 134 at
the Georgia Boys State Program, and has been involved in activities such
as Mock Trial and the DeKalb County Juvenile "Teen Court." He plans
to attend a four-year college after he graduates, and intends to either study
economics or engineering.

Ben Tuttle was first runner up and winner of
the $150 cash prize. He is a senior at Saint
Pius X High School with his twin sister
Courtney. He is the school president and a
member of the basketball and men's volleyball
teams. Next fall, Ben hopes to attend the
University of Georgia on the HOPE
scholarship.

T

he oration must be on some aspect of the
Constitution (8-10 minutes), with emphasis on a
citizen’s duties and obligations to our government.
The same subject and oration used in the department
contest must be used in the national contest.

vast majority of the prepared oration and/or assigned
topic must still be delivered in English. Singing is not
permitted and will result in immediate disqualification. The contestant may, however, quote a verse(s)
of a song(s) provided proper attribution is made.

It is acceptable to utilize or incorporate short phrases
in a foreign language to develop the argument,
establish a point, etc. It should be understood that the

The assigned topic discourse must not consume less
than three (3) minutes or more than five (5) minutes
for delivery. The purpose of the assigned topic

2014 JUDGES AND CONTESTANTS

L-R: Michael Derrico, Ben Tuttle, Charles Capps, Daniel Muehring, Bob Moore
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discourse is to test the speaker's knowledge of the
subject, the extent of his or her research, and the ability
to discuss the topic as related to the basic principles of
government under the Constitution.
The assigned topic shall be drawn by the contest
official in full view of the audience immediately before
the last speaker begins delivery of his or her prepared
oration and will be made known to the audience and
each contestant approximately five (5) minutes prior to
the time of delivery. The topic will be on some phase of
the U.S. Constitution, selected from Articles and
Sections as listed under assigned topics for the current
year's contest in this brochure.
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speak in the English language on the same assigned
topic.
Editor’s Note: Amendment 1, 4, 13, and 21 were the assigned
topics for 2014. Amendment 4 was randomly chosen out of a hat.

Amendment 4
The right of the people to be secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable
searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no
Warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause,
supported by Oath or affirmation, and particularly
describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

All contestants at each contest level are required to
GEN. RALPH MOOR TURNS 101 YEARS YOUNG
From the HALLMARKER NEWSLETTER

A

s Hallmark’s oldest resident, General Moor was
once asked to name his greatest achievement. He
replied, “Marrying three wives.” The third was a J.C.
Penney heiress.
Gen. Moor also has two
sons and innumerable step
children and grandchildren.
He retains his sunny
demeanor. Asked to advise
people how to live to a ripe
age, he say, “Don’t smoke
and be sure to exercise.”
His grandfather served in
the Confederate Army at
age 16, and survived the
war. Gen. Moor was raised in Marietta Square and
rode a trolley car into Atlanta to attend Georgia Tech
Evening School of Commerce while he worked as a
secretary in the B. Mifflin Hood Brick Company. He
graduated in 1937, majoring in commerce. Moor
taught economics and was the academic dean at South
Georgia College.
A child of the Depression, he developed a course to

teach young people how to get out of debt. In an
interview with the Georgia State University Magazine,
he remarked, “The desperate financial conditions of
many people—bankruptcies, crime, homelessness, and
repossessions—have been matters of much concern to
me in recent years.” He served as executive secretary
in the office of the combative Senator Richard B.
Russell, whom he recalled as being “a tough but nice
guy.”
He has traveled in all 50 states and around the world on
the Concorde. In the War Department, General Moor
had the unenviable job of corresponding with the
families whose sons and daughters were casualties. He
had the same assignment at General MacArthur’s
Pacific headquarters in Manila.
After obtaining a Master of Arts degree in personnel
administration at George Washington University, he
served with the U.S. Office of Education and led Georgia’s Office of Personnel Management, where he
helped establish the state’s retirement system. He once
met Martin Luther King, Jr. at Georgia State University
where he was lecturing.
General Moor is a member of American Legion Fulton
County Post 134 and faithfully attends its monthly
meetings. He watches movies, and not surprisingly his
favorite is Gone With the Wind.
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William n. martin
May 25, 1925 — November 15, 2013

B

ill Martin, a Lula, Georgia native, joined the
Army Air Corps Cadet Program in 1943 and
entered flight training as a flight engineer. Bill
spent his Army career in training at several locations including basic training at Amarillo, TX, and
then continued his training at Stevens Point, WI.

DAVID B. EVANS
July 12, 1939 — Dec 28, 2013

D

avid B. Evans, an Akron, Ohio native and
graduate of Purdue University, joined the
United States Navy and was commissioned as an
ENS, serving as communications officer on the
USS Kearsarge from 1961—1965.
He felt
honored to have participated in the retrieval of the
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He was discharged in 1946 as a Sergeant, while
training in the B-29, at Stockton Field, CA.
Bill married in 1947 and began studies at Georgia
Tech. He then transferred to study nights at Univ.
of Georgia where he earned a BS degree in
Industrial Management. He enjoyed a successful
career with Atlantic Steel. After about 20 years
through, he decided to start up his own business,
Martin Electric. He grew the business from the
mid-60’s until he retired in the late 80’s. Bill was
very active in the Shriners. He is past Potentate of
the Shrine Temple, and has been active in the
direction of the Shrine’s twenty-two pediatric,
orthopedic specialty
hospitals around the
country. In 1979 he headed up that group as chair,
and was instrumental in starting an annual
fundraising program for all of the hospitals.
Bill was a longtime member of the American
Legion, and served as Post 134’s commander from
1996-1997.
Mercury astronauts in the early days of the US
Space program. He was extremely proud of his
Naval service and continued his dedication as a
member of his local American Legion Post 134.
David was the embodiment of the Rotary motto
"Service Above Self.” For more than 30 years, he
was an active member in numerous civic
organizations, an ardent supporter of "All Things
Sandy Springs" and a champion of its road to
cityhood. He was a past president of the Chamber
of Commerce and on its Foundation Committee to
create Leadership Sandy Springs. He was past
president of the Rotary Club of Sandy Springs and
a Rotary International Paul Harris Fellow. David
held many leadership positions and served on
numerous boards of various organizations. He was
instrumental
in
starting
Sandy
Springs
Revitalization and the Sandy Springs Business
Association. Most recently he was nominated to
the Ethics Committee of the City of
Sandy Springs. David was truly a fixture in the
Sandy Springs community.
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F

or those who have backgrounds in the military, the challenge
coin is a familiar token. But to those outside the traditions of the
military, it can be difficult to understand the symbolism of the small
medallions.
These coins, which are often minted for individual units, featuring
symbols, insignia and mottos from the unit that make them distinct
from one another, are an embodiment of the pride servicemen feel for
their units. They are common to all branches of the United States
military. Though other militaries of the world maintain similar traditions, they are not always indigenous, and many have caught the tradition after meeting American soldiers. Challenge coins are an example, often considered something of an "Americanism."
In modern times, challenge coins have also been used by law enforcement agencies and fire departments, as well as heritage institutions
connected with military traditions. The coins are often used to identify the bearer as a member of a particular group, and in bars the world
over, the coins are used to issue challenges to fellow members of the
group. When one member slams a coin on to the bar, all other group
members must display their coin, or be forced to buy a round of
drinks for the group.
Although their specific origin is not known, challenge coins likely
had a much more somber purpose at one time. Many will describe
stories harkening back to World War I, when American pilots carried
the coins to prove their identity to French soldiers should they happen
to be shot down. Yet, there are other rumors that the tradition began
with the Office of Strategic Services, and its clandestine operations in
Europe during World War II, when coins were used as credentials
among agents who had never met one another. Many stories also
outline a much later origin for the coins, including some suggesting
that the coins originated in Vietnam among the Special Forces units.
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It is possible, of course, that the traditions that surround challenge
coins simply grew out of the much older tradition of carrying coins to
war as a way of remembering home. This was common during the
Civil War, as the coins were a light and durable memento of home
and family. Many veterans would later retain these coins as lasting
remembrances of their Civil War experiences.
Research reveals that the first properly documented use of a purposely minted "Challenge Coin" within a unit would not occur until the
Korean war, when Col. William "Buffalo Bill" Quinn had coins minted for the members of his 17th Infantry Regiment between 1950 and
1951 . The coins featured revered symbols from the unit's long history
on both sides. Showing 1812, the date of the unit's founding, a small
fort symbolic of the 17th's involvement in Cuba in 1898. A cross,
which is said to harken back to the unit's service in the Civil War, is
also present on the coin, as is a buffalo, said to be symbolic of Quinn
himself.
The use of the coins by Special Forces in Vietnam is what led to their
rapid spread and increased popularity among the military as a whole,
where the coins are not treated as mere tokens, but hold great value to
those who have received them. Commanders utilize them as on the
spot awards for those in their service, and the coins are often used as a
heartfelt expression of gratitude. Challenge Coins in this context are
often handed off during a firm handshake.
For those of us who have received one from a serviceman, it can be a
powerful experience that is not soon forgotten. Who knows-perhaps a
few rounds will be purchased at the O'Club by members who do not
have a coin on hand!
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FEBRUARY GUEST SPEAKERS

Arnold Wall - Commander
arcosign10@yahoo.com
678-530-0588

HILBERT & HOWARD MARGOL

Michael Derrico - SVC
dragon717@bellsouth.net 404-508-0012
John Ottley, Jr. - JVC
jkottley2@gmail.com
770-410-1100
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During combat in France and Germany, they were involved in the
liberation of the Dachau Concentration Camp. The war in the
European Theatre ended on May 8, 1945, and the twins ended up
on Occupation Duty in Salzburg, Austria. Both brothers were
discharged from the Army on April 9, 1946. They continued
their studies at the University of Florida and graduated in 1948.
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Todd Copley - Current BCR Editor

Born 10 minutes apart on February 22, 1924, these two brothers
joined the Army Reserve, and were called to active duty in April
1943. The Army would not allow brothers to serve together in
the same combat unit so they were separated. However, in the
case of twins, President Roosevelt made an exception. Their
mother wrote a letter to President Roosevelt, requesting that her
twin sons be allowed to serve together and, by order of the
President, they served together in Battery B, 392nd Field Artillery
Bn., 42nd Infantry “Rainbow” Division.
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