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COMMANDER’S COLUMN
Where do new members come from?
How do we identify prospective new
members? How do we motivate
them to join us? That is the question
the
American
Legion,
the
neighborhood golf course, your local
church and the playboy club are all
asking these days. The question
arises at every Post 134 committee
meeting. Nobody has the answer in
this era of busy, busy people going
about their lives engaged with their
families and the dominant social
media taking place on the internet.

For me, it was fairly simple. Sam
Steger one day invited me to a
Thursday meeting. I had worked for
Sam for over a decade and known
him for 20+ years. It was easy to say
yes. At the time, he was Post
Commander. I don’t recall who the

At the start of World War I,
blood
transfusions
were
performed by sewing a forearm
artery of the donor to the vein of
the wounded—with no matching
of blood types. The process was
often fatal, but by the end of the

speaker that day was, but the speaker
was good, the food was good as
always at Petite Auberge, and the
members were gracious. Joining was
simple.
That’s it. Nothing complicated. Just
an invitation from a respected friend.
Perhaps you have a similar story.
Perhaps you have already brought
someone. Think about who you may
know. Bring them to a meeting and
give them the opportunity to join.
In June and September, meetings
were held at 6:00 P.M. instead of the
traditional noon starting time. Let us
know what you think about the
different time. Would you like to
continue with later meetings on
occasion?
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Save the Dates


Dec 21– Post 134
Christmas Party



Feb 8—Oratorical
Contest

Just a reminder, the Christmas Party
is scheduled for December 21 at the
Druid Hills Golf Club. Make your
reservations and plan to have a great
time.

war, military surgeons proved
the viability of the blood bank
system. All they needed was the
technology to store blood safely
for long periods of time. That
arrived in World War II. By the
time
the
Allies
invaded
Normandy, the military and Red
Cross had developed such a

comprehensive system that there
was a reserve blood supply for
every soldier and sailor who
participated in the invasion. By
the end of the war, military
surgeons returned 1.3 million
plasma
units
to
civilian
authorities and the blood bank
was here to stay.
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NOT SO
NOT
LONG
SO LONG
AGO AGO
Victor A. Victor
Mahoney
A. Mahoney
- Editor Emeritus
- Editor Emeritus

Editor’s Note: We continue to celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of the BCR with Vic’s editorial
reprinted from June 2006, which is the 2st Place
Editorial Winner at the 2007 National American
Legion Convention.
You can spot them in nursing homes, in assisted
living quarters, in gated communities, or on a
park bench. Many of them are church-goers and
in civic organizations. The hearty ones also like
to go to Legion or VFW Post meetings. You’ll
notice that they are a bit slow afoot and that their
waistline has thickened. Their cataracts have
been blasted away so their sighting is tolerable.
Memory of things recent is a problem. Names
escape them.
Car keys have a way of
disappearing. Recall of the distant past, through,
is as clear as a mirror. They take life seriously.
They learned that, even at its longest, life is
short. They can use June 6, 1944, as a sort of
road marker for themselves. For them, 62 years
are not so long ago. It’s like yesterday—at
times.
They can go back further, or course. The Great
Depression marked their childhood and youth.
They can tell you about hunger, about real
poverty, about envying a family that had a radio
or one whose father found a job. They weren’t
concerned about clothing styles. What was
clean, though weathered, was good enough.
Holes in the soles of their shoes they padded with
newspaper.
School was dutiful learning. There were no
cafeterias or fancy gyms or school busses or grief
counselors. Completing high school was an
achievement, not an award for attendance.
College, naturally, was for the rich.

Home was the keystone where obedience and
common sense were honed. Yes, sometimes
mother was the only parent because father had
left to find work—and never returned. Yet the
poor survived because those with little helped
those with less.
While the Nazis were catching world attention,
these young Americans were looking for jobs.
Their interest in Europe was minimal. Isolationism was what they heard about and read about.
Mussolini was laughable. Japan was far away
and filled with little people. Their new President,
FDR, was filled with plans for their lives.
When Pearl Harbor shocked them, however,
these Americans who had done without and who
had struggled through hard times and who had
little interest in saving the world, now became
saviors. They became the “boots on the ground”
in Africa, in Europe, in Asia, in the Pacific
islands. Men and women flocked the war plants.
They young men flew the planes; crewed the
ships; did the dying. They broke the Nazi’s back
and incinerated the Japs. What had been an
unprepared civilian army became a muscular
warning to the world.
We are losing about 1,200 of these former
civilian warriors every day. They didn’t ask for
the label The Greatest Generation, but it’s a label
they deserve. The young people today don’t
know why the label is used. They should.
What grandpa did was not so long ago.
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RESEARCHING YOUR FAMILY’S MILITARY HISTORY

O

nline tools and websites that help people
connect the branches of their family trees
have made genealogy research simpler. But what
about familial military history? Unfortunately, it’s
not as simple—but identifying a military branch is
a good place to start.
Photos, letters or medals can help determine this
basic information, and they might even be able to
help discern the time period for which your loved
one served. Armed with this basic information,
you can explore even more, such as: What rank did
he have? Was he involved in combat? What parts
of the world did he visit?
Like with general genealogy, there are reference
tools available online for researching your family’s
military history. A great place to look is the
National Archives. You may obtain official
military records through the National Archives at
St. Louis, www.archives.gov/st-louis/. As long as
the person you are searching for has left service
more than 62 years ago—in 2013, he would have
been discharged before 1951—you can use a
request for archival records.
Records of
individuals enlisted less than 62 years ago are
non-archival and remain in the legal custody of the
Department of Defense, so they can only be given
to the next of kin.
The National Archives offers several ways to
request information: online, via fax or through the
mail by filling out its standard request form. It is
helpful to provide as much information as
possible—such as Social Security number or
branch of service—when filling out your request to
see the most results.
Another online resource is the Veterans History
Project, loc.gov/vets. The project, part of the
Library of Congress American Folklife Center,
collects and preserves oral histories of American’s

wartime veterans. The website has a searchable
database, and you can find information on veterans
from a variety of categories, such as conflict,
branch, service location and rank.
It may take time and persistence to piece together
the military parts of your family tree, but it is well
worth the journey—you might have a hero in your
family and not even know it.
MILITARY HISTORY RESOURCES
WEBSITES:
 National Archives, www.archives.gov/
 Veterans History Project, www.loc.gov/vets/
 www.ancestry.com/
BOOKS
 U.S. Military Records: A Guide to Federal & State
Sources, Colonial America to the Present by James
C. Neagles
 World War II Military Records:
A Family
Historian’s Guide by Debra Johnson Know
LOCATIONS:
 National Archives and Records Administration,
700 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington D.C.
(Research Center Hours: 9 am to 5 pm Mon-Sat)
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LOCAL SCOUTS EARN
THE EAGLE RANK
Charles Shepherd and Todd Copley presented Certificates of
Citizenship on behalf of American Legion Post 134 and the
Military Order of the World Wars (MOWW), to newly minted
Eagle Scouts; Christopher Kidd, James Friedrich, and
Conner Ashford. All boys are members of Troop 700 in
Kennesaw, Georgia. Todd served as their Scoutmaster when
they first joined the Boy Scouts of America.

MOWW CERTIFICATES

Scouting is the American Legion’s first and oldest partner,
sharing many common values. We teach our kids that words
like honor, duty, service, sacrifice, and discipline are not punch
lines to current jokes, but rather they are watchwords. They
are watchwords scouts can build their lives. Scouts live by a
code; a Scout Oath and a Scout Law and a filter through which
to make the difficult decisions they have to face. Scouting
teaches that. The American Legion lives that.
Currently, there are over 2,500 Legion-sponsored Scout units.
In fact, many Legionnaires were involved in Scouting during
their youth and are still linked to the organization.
It is an extraordinary relationship that we have with Scouting
and that is why our relationship is so strong. It comes down to
our roots. We really came on the scene at the same time.
Scouting was formed in 1910, and the American Legion was
formed in 1919, but it was World War I that really brought us
together. The Boy Scouts really came on the scene with their
War Service. The Scouts had more young men in uniform
serving America during World War I than we had men in the
military fighting the war. Scouts were in every community
growing gardens. They had an ‘every Scout feed a soldier
campaign’ where we would ship food grown by our families
overseas. They ran peach pit drives collecting trainloads of
peach pits to be used in gas masks. They did every bond sale
imaginable; four different bond sales were directly run by the
BSA. Scouting came in after all the other professional
salesmen were done. In fact, President Roosevelt called the
Boy Scouts the ‘cleaners and the reapers.’ They came in after
everybody else and sold more bonds that anybody else. They
did the same thing in World War II. Our country had Scouts
pulling coast watchers duties (and) couriers running messages.
Our kids really engaged in the war service because that’s what
America needed.

LEGION CERTIFICATES

Congratulations Christopher, James, and Connor for their hard
work and effort. All boys are Seniors at Harrison High School.
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TAPS
NORMAN R. HARBAUGH
September 8, 1924 — September 20, 2013
Captain (Ret), USN — 27 years of service

REVERSE PSYCHOLOGY
Norman R. Harbaugh - Supply Officer — USS Bainbridge CGN25
Most of my experiences in helping to build and
outfit USS Bainbridge involved confrontations
and hard sell tactics – holding the contractor to
specifications, badgering the builder for extras
here and there, and insisting on quality
workmanship. There was one instance, however,
when a soft sell approach worked beautifully.
We had just won our plea for the installation of a
soda fountain which had not been anticipated or
authorized in the original design of the ship. It
would follow, logically, that we would need
another cash register to maintain proper control
and accountability of money received from the
sale of “frozen delights”. Accordingly, I
submitted a request for an additional cash
register to be added to our allowance list. The
Bureau denied our request immediately, informing me that we were allowed two cash registers –
and two only!
I got on the phone as soon as the denial arrived
and told the Bureau representative that I was
satisfied with their decision, but had only one
further request. Since the Board of Inspection
and Survey would be making the first inspection
of my spaces and equipment, followed by routine
inspections in the future, I would need a letter of
authorization to deviate from the conventional
practice of control and accountability of funds.
If the Bureau would just write a letter,
authorizing me to use a cigar box (specs: heavy
cardboard or light weight wood, with a rubber

band for security) in lieu of the usual cash
register for sales in our soda fountain, I would be
adequately covered concerning personal liability
and fiduciary responsibility. I asked that they
please make sure the letter is on official
letterhead stationery and signed by a responsible
official because the Bureau of Supplies and
Accounts is very narrow minded about deviations
from their standard procedures involving the
handling of money.
By return mail, I received authorization to add a
third cash register to our allowance list. It seems
like no body ever explained it to them like that
before.
Wisdom derived from the overall BAINBRIDGE
experience:
You can turn sunsets into sunrises by staying
focused on the positive aspects of whatever
you encounter and attempt to do. Let the
challenges of the seemingly impossible become
the benchmarks for acceptable performance,
and never look back!!
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OCTOBER SPEAKER

Arnold Wall - Commander
arcosign10@yahoo.com
678-530-0588
Michael Derrico - SVC
dragon717@bellsouth.net 404-508-0012

Sean King
Captain, USN (Ret)

John Ottley, Jr. - JVC
jkottley2@gmail.com
770-410-1100
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PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT
TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER
LUNCH 11:30 AM– 1:00 PM
COST $18.00
(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride)
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P.O. Box 8086

Next Meeting — October 10, 2013

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086

Todd Copley - Current BCR Editor

Captain King is currently the Senior Department Head for
a nationally distinguished Navy Junior ROTC program at
Kennesaw Mountain High School, Cobb County School
District, Kennesaw, Georgia. Additionally he proudly
served as the Commanding Officer of NAS Atlanta from
2003-2006. Come welcome him to our distinguished post.

First Class

George Hooten & Victor Mahoney
FOUNDING EDITORS

