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 Ray Paciga 

      USA 

 Jane Martin 

      USAF 

 Mike Poyner 

      USGG 

 Philip Mathis 

      USN 

 

The National American Legion Press   

Association (NALPA) is an organization 

of newsletter editors, writers, historians, 

public relations officers and                 

communications volunteers of The    

American Legion family and subsidiary 

organizations.  

       

NALPA encourages the exchange of    

ideas; promotes the development of local 

newsletters and public relations activities; 

strives to communicate the corporate goals 

of The American Legion family           

organizations and recognizes achievement 

through an annual newsletter and       

newspaper awards program. NALPA has 

been working to facilitate this             

communication at all levels of The    

American Legion family for more than   

75 years.  

         

As our post has been celebrating the    

25th Anniversary of the Bugle Call Rag, 

We have been reprinting winning editorial 

contributions written by Vic Mahoney, 

that were submitted to NALPA at the   

annual National American Legion       

Conventions.  Vic has been no stranger to 

the editorial awards over the years,      

winning eight times, strike that...nine 

times!!!  Just before Vic passed away in 

November, he wrote another award      

winning editorial  titled: “PRIDE.”  That 

editorial penmanship was first place    

winner of the William E. Rominger 

Award.  How fitting was that to be award-

ed posthumously?  Those of us who found 

out early about the results, have been  

grinning ear to ear for the Mahoney     

family.  Pride has been republished in this 

month’s Bugle Call Rag.   

 

Only slightly outdone by our Editor  

Emeritus, The Bugle Call Rag took 2nd 

place in the nation, with the R.C. Cann 

Best Paper Award.  This honor is         
specifically designed for posts with less 

than 250 members. 

                               - Todd Copley                   

                                 Bugle Call Rag Editor 

Amador Rodriguez, GA 5th District CC, 

excepts the NALPA awards on behalf of 

Post 134 and the Mahoney family 



The Bugle Call Rag 

PRIDE 
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus 

Editor’s Note:  Reprinted from October 2012, PRIDE is 

the 1st Place Editorial Winner at the 2013 National 

American Legion Convention. 

Pride is part of the human condition.  We all 

have it, in small or large doses.  

 

Some folks flaunt it, usually in some harmless 

way. 

 

You younger readers may recall entering a       

bar during WW II and finding it populated by 

Texans.  Some among them insisted upon     

feeding nickels into the juke box for a constant 

playing of “The Eyes of Texas Are Upon You.”  

The tune was hard enough to handle.  What was 

really obnoxious was the Texans demanding 

that everyone stand during the song as a tribute 

to their great state.  Pockets of violence often      

resulted.   

 

As a distinguished member of the community, 

you may have been invited to an ethnic wedding 

at which you expected to enjoy the cultural     

differences, the food, the toasts, the music, the 

dancing.  It wasn’t until you were cornered by 

an inebriated relative of the bride that you heard 

the sneer in “You aren’t Iranian, are you?”  You 

were welcome, of course, but you were deemed 

not worthy of the chieftain’s daughter. 

 

Where religious differences exist between you 

and the group at the moment, the expression of 

intolerance laced with pride is likely to be more 

subtle, less robust.  No welt is felt. 

 

These snippets are relatively harmless, even    

enjoyable if you are loose enough.  What is not 

enjoyable is the inordinate pride that shackles  

clear thinking, pride that is accompanied by 

touchiness.  You find such among those who 

were taught that a particular ethnic group or race 

or religious group is superior to all others,       

individually or combined.  That is the stuff of 

bigotry and prejudice.  It is what keeps the 

lumps in the melting pot. 

 

Each of us is an accident of birth.   

 

The color of our eyes or hair or skin, the 

strength of our skeletal frame, the capacity of 

our intellect, all of these come from afar and 

give no cause for declarations of pride.  What 

we are blessed with, we give thanks for; what 

we are lacking, we try to compensate for. 

 

Folks who rattle around with a showy pride in 

ancestry or heritage or affiliation dependent up-

on material wealth do not often find the true re-

spect that they seek. 

 

Justifiable pride is ours to express only if we 

have learned to respect our fellow man, if we 

have learned to discipline ourselves, if we have        

developed our skills, if we have arrived at an 

awareness of our frailty and of our transitory 

state. 

 

Education does not belong to the churches and 

schools alone.  It is in the family that our       

character is molded chiefly.  That’s where       

humility begins and where pride should find its 

minor role. 

 

We have a national election coming up.  Pride is 

running amok as campaign rhetoric becomes   

gibberish.  Now is the time to harness one’s 

pride in the discipline of the mind.  
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particularly depressing hidden message. 

"Nothing can be done! Navigation is closed!  

Icebergs have been reported!" 

Other possibilities: ME: Set the course! MO: I 

have struck a shoal! RI: There is a good holding 

ground in my area! AL: I have a doctor on 

board! (who presumably could help with the 

vomiting). 

Carol Johnson, the spokeswoman for the        

National Mall and Memorial Parks, said officials 

took Mr. Royer's concerns seriously but decided 

to make no change. 

"It is a memorial, it is not a ship," she said. "It's 

meant to be symbolic." 

Originally the main form of oceangoing       

communication, signal flag use by the Navy is 

limited, so limited in fact that in 2003 the job of 

signalman was eliminated. Nevertheless, in the 

tradition-bound service, mastery of antiquated 

communications is prized and signal flags 

revered. 

There are 51 standard signal flags, one for every 

letter of the alphabet and numbers from zero to 

nine, plus a handful of specialized flags. The M, 

or Mike, for example, is a white cross on a blue 

field. 

The International Code of Signals (1969 Edition, 

revised 2003) has codes ranging from A ("I have 

a diver down, steer clear") to ZZ ("Proceed to 

anchorage for health clearance.") Most of the 

three-letter codes are medical -- 18 relate to 

childbirth and six to venereal diseases. Others 

include: MCX ("Patient is delirious"), MOC 

("Patient is suffering from seasickness") and 
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WHEN THESE FLAGS GET RUN UP THE POLE, NOT EVERYONE SALUTES 

Navy Banners Can Be Read Two Ways; 

Alphabet Letters or 'Vomiting Is Present'? 

Wall Street Journal—Julian Barnes. 

WASHINGTON -- When the National Park   

Service wanted to dress up the U.S. Navy       

Memorial here, officials decided to fly signal 

flags, a colorful but archaic form of ship-to-ship 

communication. 

Visitors to the site today encounter two flagpoles 

designed to look like ships' masts, on which 14 

signal flags are arrayed in four groups. Each flag 

represents a letter. Together, they are supposed 

to spell: U-S-N-A-V-Y-M-E-M-O-R-I-A-L. 

Robert Royer is a lawyer and a yachtsman, a  

terrible combination as far as memorial officials 

are concerned. He says the flags represent a  

classic example of low seafaring standards.     

Mr. Royer, picking a fight with the Navy        

memorial officials, says at sea the flags would  

be read as codes, not letters. 

Indeed, there are several different ways to read 

signal flags. "Vomiting is present. Man        

overboard," the flags on one yardarm would 

read. M-E-M is the signal for vomiting. O means 

someone has fallen into the sea. 

Last year, officials from the U.S. Navy Memorial 

Foundation, which helps run the park, set up a 

meeting between Mr. Royer and park-service 

employees. Mr. Royer recalled officials        

nervously reviewing the codes, fearing that even 

if they weren't intentionally warning of           

regurgitation, they might be sending other 

strange messages to passersby. 

The pole featuring the flags US-NA-VY carries a 
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MJD ("Patient has flatulence.") 

Navy officials said the medical signals are rarely 

used on warships. They are designed instead to 

allow a doctor aboard any oceangoing vessel to 

communicate a full diagnostic work-up. 

For a year and a half, Mr. Royer has been      

pressing the memorial to change the flags. "I go 

by all the time," Mr. Royer said. "I look and I see 

they are still vomiting." 

It is possible that the memorial's signal flags have 

hidden meanings unknown even to Mr. Royer. 

While the International Code of Signals is public, 

the North Atlantic Treaty Organization code book 

isn't. While a few NATO codes, such as BZ, or 

Bravo Zulu, meaning "well done," have entered 

everyday Navy jargon, the full array remains 

classified. 

Pressed to reveal what the memorial flags reveal 

in NATO code, a Navy officer demurred. "If I 

looked up the codes for you," the officer said, "I 

would be like [NSA leaker] Edward Snowden 

and have to escape to Russia." 

Today, the most important use of signal flags is 

when two ships of separate navies pass each   

other. In recent years, the U.S. Navy has         

conducted impromptu signal flag exercises with 

their Chinese and Iranian counterparts. 

Lt. Courtney Hillson, a Navy spokeswoman who 

dedicated hours to memorizing the signal flags as 

a surface warfare officer, takes exception to the 

idea that the flags are obsolete. 

"If you go to any Navy ship right now, they have 

signal flags hoisted and they are communicating 

FLAGS...Continued from Page 3 

a message," said Lt. Hillson, who added that she 

reads the Navy Memorial flags only as letters. 

The U.S. Navy Memorial Foundation, which 

helps run the park, said that of the one million 

people who pass by every year only Mr. Royer 

has raised the issue of icebergs and illness. 

Mr. Royer, 63 years old, has loved flags since 

earning the now-discontinued merit badge for 

signaling as a Boy Scout. As it happens, he has 

another flag-related complaint. The memorial 

flagpoles feature a gaff, a metal spar that juts out 

at an angle. At sea, that is where the American 

flag is flown, and Mr. Royer thinks the same 

should be true at the memorial, instead of at the 

top. 

"It just grinds me because it is wrong," he said. 
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Retired Vice Adm. John Totushek, president of 

the memorial foundation, said flying American 

flags from the gaff would make the memorial 

different from other park service flagpoles and 

prompt complaints. 

He defends the memorial's signal flag display, 

too, but in this instance is ready to concede that 

Mr. Royer is correct about the struck shoals,   

icebergs, vomiting and all. Adm. Totushek came 

to that conclusion after looking up the codes in 

the manual. 

"I knew a fair amount of them when I was a  

midshipman because we had to," said Adm. 

Totushek. "I don't know them anymore." 

FLAGS...Continued from Page 4 
 

The signal flags at the U.S. Navy Memorial 

are supposed to read M-E-M-O-R-I-A-L               

(in reverse here, from right to left)  

ORATORICAL WINNER UPDATE 

Austin Broughton has been the Post 134 

Oratorical Winner that past two years, and 

the Georgia 5th District Winner in 2013.  

Ramon Garcia asked Austin if he would 

speak at the Georgian National Cemetery 

Memorial Day Ceremony in May.  Austin 

gladly excepted, and his speech not only 

was delivered with perfection, but opened 

a few doors for this fine young man.   

Congressman Phil Gingrey (GA 11th   

District) was so impressed, that Austin is 

now an intern in the Marietta Office, while 

starting his freshman year at Georgia State 

University.  If that wasn’t enough, Austin 

is now in the process of interviewing as an 

intern for Governor Nathan Deal. 

Some of us probably won’t be around   

25-30 years from now, but you can bet     

Austin’s goal of being President Of The 

United States Of America is well on the 

way to becoming a reality.   

These young men were sponsored by Post 134 and 

Sandy Springs Rotary Club.  You can expect to see 

them attend the September meeting to say a few 

words of appreciation.  Additionally, we have a 

couple candidates for the 2014 Oratorical Contest. 

North Springs High School  The Webber School 

Daniel Muehring    Benjamin Goldfein 

Steven Burgess 

     The Walker School 

Marietta High School   Josh Reini 

Jeffrey Alan “Bo” Cain, Jr.  Coleman Hedden 

NEW EAGLE SCOUTS 

Senior Vice Commander Derrico 

presented Certificates of Good  

Citizenship on behalf of American 

Legion Post 134, to the following 

new Eagle Scouts: 

 

William Knippenberg 

Owen Firebaugh 



PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

DINNER 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

COST $18.00 

(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride) 

First Class 

Fulton County Post 134  

Bugle Call Rag 

P.O. Box 8086 

Atlanta, GA 31106-0086 

 

Arnold Wall - Commander 

arcosign10@yahoo.com       678-530-0588 

 

Michael Derrico - SVC  

dragon717@bellsouth.net   404-508-0012 

 

John Ottley, Jr. - JVC 

jkottley2@gmail.com           770-410-1100 

 
    George Hooten 

    Victor Mahoney 

FOUNDING EDITORS OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER 

www.alpost134.org 

Next Meeting — September 12, 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 EC 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

SEPTEMBER SPEAKER 
 

MARK GARDNER 

Colonel (Ret), U.S. Army 

Col. Gardner is recently retired with 30 years of leadership   

experience in defense logistics operations and planning.  He is 

Director of Customer Program Management for Atlanta based, 

Final Mile Logistics, Inc.  His company was launched in 2010, 

and has established itself as a leader in supply chain            

management for the US armed forces in some of the most     

difficult combat zones around the world as well as supporting 

established military outposts essential to the national security of 

the United States.   


