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COMMANDER’S COLUMN

T

he past three years as your
commander
have
been
somewhat turbulent for me, but
transparent to you, thanks to a
wonderful group of officers and
Executive Committee members. The first
six months on my tenure were quiet,
dedicated to learning the job, and taking
advice from past commanders who kept
me on the straight and narrow path of
running the post. I also learned quickly
that a good adjutant like Herman
Abernathy and Sam Steger are the
“Grunts” for: behind the scenes
paperwork, membership renewal, and
special projects that always pop up.
Keeping our post fiscally fit will keep a
commander out of trouble too. Bryant
Roland and David Davis have been there
from my first days in the American
Legion, and will continue to serve for
fiscal years to come.
The honeymoon was over in December
2010, when I deployed to Iraq. Time
away from the home front and
commander duties was frequent, with a
normal cycle of five months gone, two
months home over the next 2-1/2 years. I
didn’t think it was fair to our
Legionnaires that I serve as your leader in
that capacity, so I tried to step down, but
our Executive Committee would not hear
that proposition. Many thanks to Norm
Harbaugh for running the post in my
absence the first year, and for the last
year, Arnold Wall and Mike Derrico for
filling the void. While deployed, thank
goodness for the modern technology of
e-mail and computer publishing. Some of
the commander duties could be performed
from afar, along with the editor duties of
The Bugle Call Rag (BCR) during
Operations IRAQI and ENDURING
FREEDOM.
It was nice to take
advantage of the “FREE MAIL”
privileges afforded service members

engaged in the combat zone. I calculated
a $165.00 savings to Post 134 in stamps,
so it’s to our advantage to keep our editor
forward deployed all the time (read: heavy
sarcasm).
As my three terms serving as your post
commander has come to an end, I’m also
retiring from the United States Air Force
after serving almost 28 years. I’m not one
of those guys that have been counting
down the time to the day, when I could
leave. It’s been quite the opposite; not
wanting to leave. I loved my job flying,
and I thank God every day that I could
make a living doing something I loved so
much. I reached my military shelf life
according to the regulations, so the
military personnel folks are putting this
old bull out to pasture. Many of you have
experienced the same thing, it’s just my
turn. The civilian job market has been
horrible, with the unemployment rate
being double for returning veterans, as
compared to the national average. I
experienced this first hand as I began
aggressively searching the market for
“ANY” job. I couldn’t get an interview to
save my life! Finally through networking,
I was able to land a job as a C-130J
Publications Technical Writer, Editor, and
Proofreader. Funny how all those lessons
on preparing the BCR have paid off. It’s
also funny that I’m in charge of all the
Technical Order Manuals for the Iraqis.
The same people that were lobbing
mortars into our compound at Balad Air
Base a couple of years ago are now
ordering six C-130J’s from Lockheed
Martin. It’s the modern day Marshall
Plan.
I leave you in good hands with the 20132014 slate of Post 134 leadership. Thanks
for your continued support of our post,
and the American Legion.

Todd
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Remember Me?
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus
Editor’s Note:
We continue to
celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the
BCR with one of Vic’s best
editorials...ever!!! “Remember Me”
won 1st Place at the 2006 National
American Legion Convention. You’ll
have no doubt in your mind why this
journalistic gem won.

If you’ve been wondering about
me, I’m here on Cloud Nine.
Yup, that’s what I call this
place—Cloud Nine. No, I don’t
know how long I’ve been here.
Time has no standing here.
I like it here. It’s feathery soft,
bright, quiet as a mountain
meadow, and peaceful. I can flit
about here like a butterfly. I don’t
get tired or hungry. I’m no longer
grungy. Best of all, I’m no longer
afraid.
I’m not alone, or course. This is a
huge place.
I don’t know
everyone here, but we all get
along smilingly. I run into guys
from the Post. Some of them you
may remember. Max Blumberg,
Tom Reid, Jim Davis, Render
Braswell, Bob Forbes, George
Hightower, and Tom Turbiville.
I heard that Floyd McRae checked
in recently. We all moved around
a lot and swap stories and look

down through the big blue
beneath us to cluck over what we
see going on.
The men and women here are
from every branch of the service.
They all have stories that are
heavy with irony and wrapped in
humor. We’ve all been around:
Pearl, Bataan, Kaserine Pass, the
‘Canal, Coral Sea, Midway,
Aleutians, Sicily, Anzio, Omaha
Beach,
Saint-Lô,
Ploeşti,
Schweinfurt, Pusan, Khe Sanh,
Da Nang, Hamburger Hill, Grenada, Lebanon, Panama, Persian
Gulf, Iraq. See what I mean?
There are all kinds of clouds
around us and above us. Rank
still has its privileges, you know.
Just above us are some big names:
Pershing,
Marshall,
Nimitz,
Halsey, Audie Murphy, Patton,
Ike, MacArthur. They don’t have
any more than we do. They’re
simply a cut above us.
No
complaints
about
that.
Everybody’s happy.
Lately, there’s been some big time
clucking over what we see
beneath the blue. You get the
feeling that everyone of us is
thinking about all the bleeding
and shivering and dying we did to
rid you all of the evil people in the

world. From what we see, evil
people pop up all the time—like
ugly weeds. Digging them out
seems like an on-going job.
Sometimes we want to yell down
to you and warn you to face the
evil head-on before it spreads.
No, we aren’t into bragging about
how we did things, what we put
up with to save your world. All
that homesickness and flopping in
mud and cussing drudgery and
flailing in oil-heavy water and
shaking in anxiety and smelling
our sweat-soaked fear—all that
stuff is the stuff of our stories.
What we are sad about—and
“sad” may not be the appropriate
word here—is that we seem to be
forgotten. The young don’t know
us or what we did. Yeah, I know.
There’s Memorial Day and
Veterans Day parades and
speeches. We get a smile out of
them, but you know what would
make Cloud Nine guys really
pleased?
I’ll tell you: To
remember us. You know—maybe
each night after lights out you
would look up through the
darkness and listen for us
whispering: Remember me?
Remember me?

Remember me?

Among the first 'Germans' captured at Normandy were several
Koreans. They had been forced to fight for the Japanese Army until
they were captured by the Russians and forced to fight for the
Russian Army until they were captured by the Germans and forced to
fight for the German Army until they were captured by the US Army.
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Flag Day—June 14, 2013
The following is a suggested Flag Day Speech
produced by the The American Legion Public
Relations Division. It is a message intended to help
prepare any one of us who may be called upon to
address a group or community, wanting a veteran
speaker for their program.
Today, we honor not only the flag of our great
country, but what it symbolizes. We are honoring
freedom. We are honoring the freedom to worship
as we please, to speak as we please and to vote as
we please. We are honoring the hardworking men
and women who have made this the greatest and
most successful country that the planet has ever
known. Flag Day is America’s Day.
The 13 stripes on our flag are not just symbolic of
the original colonies but they are symbolic of the
founding fathers who hailed from those colonies.
They are symbolic of their dreams for a great
Republic, dreams that have been forged into reality
by all the men and women who have defended this
great nation.
George Washington once said of the original Flag,
“We take the stars from Heaven, the red from our
mother country, separating it by white stripes, thus
showing that we have separated from her, and the
white stripes shall go down to posterity representing
liberty.”
Larry Eckhardt uses the flag to honor America’s
fallen heroes. He is not a veteran nor are there

service members in his family. He is simply a
patriot.
In 2006 the native of Little York, Illinois, attended a
funeral for a soldier in his area. When there weren’t
enough flags there to satisfy Larry, he bought 150
more. He loaded his truck and started hauling them
to military funerals throughout Illinois. His
inventory has grown to more than 2,200 flags and
he has expanded his reach to cover several states.
Larry and his volunteers line the flags up to cover
14 miles of a fallen hero’s final journey.
“I’m news that shouldn’t be news,” Larry told the
Evansville Courier Press. “My hope is that others
will take up what I’m doing in other states. I really
want this idea to spread so that every time a fallen
hero comes home – no matter where – there is an
individual, group, or organization ready to provide
the flags for their funeral.”
The American Legion provides honors at military
funerals in many communities. We do so – not just
because we are veterans – but because, like Larry,
we love our flag.
As school children, we pledged to it. As Scouts, we
saluted it. As veterans, we fought for it. And as
Americans, we cherish it.
In 1989 the Supreme Court mistakenly ruled that
flag desecration laws were invalid because of First
Amendment free speech protections. The case,

Page 4

Flag Day...Continued from Page 3

Texas vs. Johnson, confused outrageous conduct
with speech and robbed legislatures of their ability
to pass reasonable laws prohibiting that conduct.
Supreme Court Justice John Paul Stevens dissented
from the Flag desecration ruling. He wrote,
“sanctioning the public desecration of the flag will
tarnish its value – both for those who cherish the
ideals for which it waves and for those that desire to
don the robes of martyrdom by burning it.
“That tarnish is not justified by the trivial burden on
free expression occasioned by requiring that an
available, alternative mode of expression –
including uttering words critical of the flag…be
employed.”
For nearly a quarter century The American Legion
has been fighting for a constitutional amendment
that would restore the right of the American people
to once again protect their flag – OUR FLAG –
from desecration.
All 50 state legislatures have petitioned Congress
for a constitutional amendment that would restore to
Congress the authority to prohibit flag desecration.
Poll after poll shows the overwhelming majority of
the American people want to see their flag
protected.
Lopsided majorities in both houses of Congress
have supported it. The House of Representatives has
passed such an amendment in six consecutive votes
and the Senate failing by only one vote of a needed
two-thirds supermajority in the 109th Congress.
But The American Legion is persistent and we
continue to support this worthy fight. Rep. Jo Ann
Emerson of Missouri has introduced House Joint
Resolution 19, which would once again protect the
flag. It is up to “We the People,” to tell our
Representatives to pass H.J. Res 19 and for the
United States Senate to follow suit.
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The American Legion also believes that the Pledge
of Allegiance should be recited frequently and in its
current form. When President Eisenhower added
“Under God” to the Pledge on Flag Day in 1954, he
said, “From this day forward millions of our schoolchildren will daily proclaim in every city and town,
every village and rural school house, the dedication
of our nation and our people to the Almighty. To
anyone who truly loves America, nothing could be
more inspiring than to contemplate the rededication
of our youth, on each school morning, to our
country’s true meaning.”
Eisenhower’s addition of “Under God,” was
universally accepted at the time. “In this way,” he
said, “we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual
weapons which forever will be our country’s most
powerful resource, in peace or war.”
The Flag of the United States is also a reminder of
the possibilities and potential of the United States. It
is the only flag to have ever been placed on the
moon. This was not done as symbol of seizure or
sovereignty, but as astronaut Buzz Aldrin said, “a
philosophical moment of achievement.” And it is an
achievement that the United States has
accomplished six times.
The flag has been an inspiration on many American
battlefields and provided a comforting presence to
rescue workers at New York’s Ground Zero and
further south as it draped the west wall of the
Pentagon in the days following the 9/11 attacks. It is
both a rallying symbol to Americans and a sign of
defiance to her enemies. It was, after all, following
the bombardment at Fort McHenry that Francis
Scott Key famously observed, “that our Flag was
still there.”
And with the help of American patriots, that Flag
will continue to fly forever.
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CAMPFIRE STORIES

H

arrison Stepat, from Troop 994 chartered to
Hillside United Methodist Church, was
recently named "Eagle Scout of the Year"
by the American Legion, Department of Georgia and helping the FBI apprehend a fugitive terrorist is
only one of the reasons.
Harrison earned his Eagle Scout rank in October of
2012, and continues to serve through Scouting. He is
currently one of the National Youth Leadership
Training Course Leaders, and has served his Troop as
Senior Patrol Leader.
His Eagle Project was to create collection points for
flag retirement in our community and promote
awareness on flag retirement etiquette. He worked
with six other Boy Scout Troops in the area to create
a system where the individual units would maintain,
monitor, and appropriately retire flags from the
community.
He was involved in the apprehension of an FBI
fugitive by noticing the picture and peculiar behavior
of an individual in his community. His attention to
detail and alertness resulted in the FBI's arrest of a
known terrorist fugitive.
In addition to Scouting, Harrison is active in his
church youth ministry program and is a member of
the Sons of The American Legion Program where he
routinely supports the efforts of Memorial Day and
Veterans Day events held in our area by acting as
Color Guard, Honor Guard, and performing flag
retirement ceremonies. Harrison was nominated for

this honor by Legion Post 316 of South
Cherokee County. He made his way through the
other nominees in Region Nine before
advancing to state. His name is now in the
running for the National Eagle Scout of the
Year award, where he is expected to be a strong
contender for the title and a $10,000
scholarship.
The American Legion congratulates Harrison
on this great accomplishment.
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