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COMMANDER’S COLUMN 

The information age has been upon 

us for 20 years now.  Many of you 

have embraced the change, some 

have not, which is fine.  There are 

many of us that look backward 

from where we stand in time, and 

think, “How could I do without a 

cell phone or computer?”  As your 

commander, I can honestly say that 

it sure makes my life easier from a 

communication process.  I’ve read, 

before the Bugle Call Rag was 

born, that they use to send out  

postcards as a reminder to our 

members that our post meeting was 

coming up.  Do you know where I 

read that?  By going online to our 

post website and looking in the  

archives of the site.  There is a lot 

of good reading if you have the 

time.  In the top corner of every 

BCR, is the post website address, 

which is filled with all kinds of   

information that each Legion   

member should know as we recruit 

new members into our post.  The 

info is right under our nose if you 

know where to look. 

 

As of July 2012, I’ve started adding 

all the BCR back issues that I’ve 

produced as your editor.   

 

 

 

Use this for lost issues, or for send-

ing a copy to a potential member.  

The BCR will help tell our story. 
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GO TO “MAIN MENU,” 

THEN “NEWSLETTERS” 

The President of the  United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress      

(9 July 1918), amended by a (25 July 1963), has awarded the SILVER STAR to 

 

SECOND LIEUTENANT ROBERT R. MOORE, JR. 

101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION 

 

For Gallantry: in action on 13 July 1969, during combat operations against an 

armed enemy of the United States, as Platoon Leader, Company A, 3d Battalion, 

506th Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne Division, while serving in the Republic of 

Vietnam.  Second Lieutenant Moore led his platoon in an engagement with enemy 

forces, resulting in the recovery of useful intelligence and no American casualties.  

Despite being seriously wounded by the detonation of a booby trap, Second      

Lieutenant Moore continued to direct his men until the platoon had regrouped and 

secured the area for evacuation.  His actions greatly enhanced the unit’s ability to 

successfully complete the mission.  Second Lieutenant Moore’s distinctive         

accomplishments are in keeping with finest tradition of military service and reflect 

great credit upon himself, the 101st Airborne Division, and the United States Army. 
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Now Hear This 
Victor A. Mahoney - Editor Emeritus 

 

Milton Shelnutt died in late June this year.  He had 

been recruited by George Hooten from the Alert   

Sunday School class of Decatur First Baptist Church, 

along with Dr. Grimes, H.T. Marshall, and Alan 

Sheeley.  They sat together at every Post meeting.  

They are all in Post Everlasting now.  Thinking about 

them led me to the problem we have in recruiting  

replacements. 

 

Recruiting members for our Post is not as easy today 

as it was a couple of decades ago.  We don’t have 

access to a waiting list of eligible veterans who are 

anxious to be part of Post 134 because of its          

reputation as an “elitist” group.  One Past             

Commander, now deceased, actually claimed that in 

“his day” there was a list of hundreds seeking        

acceptance in our Post.  The claim may well have 

been an honest one, but I suspect that exaggeration 

played a part. 

 

There is an element of truth, however, to the “elitist” 

reputation.  Our Post was and still is the attraction for 

lawyers, doctors, dentists, engineers, business      

owners, corporation chiefs, accountants, higher     

education leaders.  The vast majority of these high 

performers had been commissioned officers in the 

military.  We had a nest of generals, one admiral, an 

array of colonels and Navy captains. And a host of 

junior officers.  There were only two former enlisted 

men on the roster when the feisty Colonel Joe Puett 

(RIP) charmed me into transferring from my New 

York Post to become the third.  Strangely enough, 

each of the three was later elected Post Commander.  

So much for “elitism.” 

 

As the WW II Veterans died off, their slots were 

filled by Veterans of Korea, Vietnam, Grenada,    

Panama, and Gulf.  Unfortunately, the thousands of 

veterans of the dangerous Cold War have not been 

eligible.  We now look for those who served in Iraq 

and Afghanistan to join us.   

 

Recruiting new members, as you have noted, has been 

noticeably difficult in recent years.  Your analysis of 

the possible reasons for the difficulty ought to become 

part of the drive to build our roster into the hundreds 

again. 

 

We need a fresh, bold approach.  The freshness and 

boldness have begun with the appointment of Jack 

Abernathy and Mike Derrico to lead our membership 

drive.  Their enthusiasm and willingness to lead this 

drive will be a pleasant change for us.  Our support of 

their efforts,  however, will be paramount for them. 

 

Yes, the sense of “elitism” will be with us still.  It is 

not arrogance. It is not prejudice.  It is simply that we 

are a bit formal in dress and use of language and in 

welcoming our guests.  We enjoy breaking bread        

together.  We enjoy giving attention to speakers who 

accept our invitations.  We enjoy sharing our feelings 

in gentlemanly discourse.  We are serious about the 

American Legion as it is captured in the Preamble to 

our Constitution:  “… to consecrate and sanctify our 

comradeship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness.” 
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The American Legion year is July 1st through 

June 30th.  Every member's annual dues are due 

on July 1.  So, your DUES ARE DUE!!!   

 

Please send a check for $45 (or any amount 

above your dues if you want to offset printing 

cost of the Bugle Call Rag newsletter) to: 

 

American Legion Post 134 

P.O. Box 8086  

Atlanta GA 31106-0086  

 

Commander’s Note:  We’ve only collected 18% of the 

dues from our 84 members as I go to press with this issue. 



Page 3 Volume XV, No. 6 

From The Marietta Daily Journal (July 17, 2012)  

MARIETTA — Retired Army Capt. Robert 

“Bob” Moore Jr. said he was surprised on June 6 

to hear he had received the Silver Star for his  

actions in Vietnam more than four decades ago. 

 

Moore, now 66, said he knew an award applica-

tion had been resubmitted two years ago, and that 

the office of U.S. Rep Phil Gingrey (R-Marietta) 

was working on his behalf. But the application 

that was submitted sought a Bronze Star, so 

Moore was taken aback when he found out the 

Awards and Decorations Branch determined he 

had earned the Silver Star, the Army’s third  

highest honor.  

 

“I was stunned. I started crying,” he said. “It 

brings closure to my Vietnam experience.” 

 

On Friday — the 43rd anniversary of the day 

when Moore lead his platoon to regroup and   

secure the area after a booby trap exploded while 

on a search and destroy mission in the Phan Thiet 

area east of Saigon — a flag was flown in his 

honor over the U.S. Capitol in Washington. On 

Monday, he received the award, as well as the 

flag, at a half-hour ceremony before 250 people 

at the Joint Headquarters Building at Clay       

National Guard Center in Marietta. 

 

“Captain Moore exemplified the kind of leader-

ship and courage that many of us can only dream 

of,” Gingrey said. “He’s the epitome of a hero.” 

 

Gingrey said his office got involved in trying to 

secure Moore’s honors after being notified of his 

acts by one of Moore’s colleagues in healthcare 

administration.  

 

“As it turned out, when they went back and did 

the history of what happened and interviewed 

witnesses, they upgraded that medal to a Silver 

Star,” Gingrey said after the ceremony. “Believe 

you me, they went through this with a fine-

toothed comb. You don’t pick these things up at 

the Varsity. It took several months of intense 

work.”  

 

Moore, at the time a second lieutenant, was on 

his second six-month tour of duty in Vietnam in 

July 1969, leading a platoon in Company A, 3d 

Battalion, 506th Infantry Regiment of the 101st 

Airborne Division out of Fort Campbell, Ky.  

 

His commanding officer, Capt. Robert Catchings, 

said Moore had volunteered to have his platoon 

lead the way across a treacherous minefield after 

Catchings had been threatened with a court mar-

tial by an inexperienced battalion commander. 

 

“Bob came up and said, we don’t want to lose 

you, we will volunteer to go,” Catchings, a native 

Bob Moore Jr. awarded Silver Star 43 years after 

heroic action in Vietnam 

U.S. Rep. Phil Gingrey, right, presents retired Army Capt. 

Bob Moore, Jr. with an American Flag which Gingrey had 

flown at the Capitol on July 13, the same day that Moore 

was injured and continued to lead his platoon in Vietnam 43 

years earlier.  
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of Thomasville, recalled.  

 

After following Moore’s platoon, Catchings said 

they crossed over several booby traps in the pitch 

darkness. 

 

“I was close enough to hear the sound of the  

booby trap, so I was able to hit the ground,” 

Catchings said. 

 

Moore lost his left kneecap during the explosion, 

and only recently had shrapnel removed from his 

right leg. Catchings said one man died in the   

incident, while others were wounded, including a 

platoon sergeant who lost both his legs. 

 

“Bob was functioning as if nothing had happened 

to him,” Catchings said. “We were able to clear 

out the area, it was in a wooded area, for a med 

evac.” 

 

Catchings said Moore was nominated for a 

Bronze Star shortly after the incident, but the  

paperwork was lost.  

 

Maj. Gen. Jim Butterworth, Adjutant General of 

the Georgia National Guard, which hosted the 

ceremony, said the hostility that many Vietnam 

veterans received when they returned home    

prevented some heroes from receiving the   

recognition they deserved. 

 

“Somebody had to pick up the issue, and say this 

deserves the recognition,” Butterworth said. “To 

use Calvin Coolidge’s quote, ‘A nation that     

forgets its defenders will soon itself be forgot-

ten.’ We’re not forgetting, and I think that’s one 

of the keys.”  

 

Moore comes from a family where military     

service is expected. His father, Robert Moore Sr., 

was pictured in a Pulitzer Prize winning photo-

graph when he returned to Iowa from service in 

World War II in 1943. Moore met his wife, 

Lynn, in 1970 when both were serving in the  

military. The two have lived in the Atlanta area 

since 1977. 

 

Moore, who worked his way up from private to 

captain after volunteering for the Army, was 

moved by the turnout for Monday’s ceremony. 

He said that when he talked to John O’Keefe, a 

Gingrey staffer who had helped with his paper-

work, he asked if he was supposed to just go to 

Gingrey’s office to pick up the Silver Star. 

 

“He said, ‘That won’t happen,’” Moore said.  

 

Moore said he hopes today’s servicemen and 

women won’t have to wait as long for recogni-

tion as he did. 

 

“I want (the public) to be more attentive to appre-

ciating what the soldiers today are going through 

in Afghanistan and Iraq,” he said. “Be as appre-

ciative as they could humanly be for their        

service.”  

Members of Post 134 and 5th District surround Bob Moore 
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Green Beans Coffee Company got its start with, 
and has a unique dedication to, the troops of the 
United States military. Within our cafes at home 
and around the world, Green Beans Coffee of-
fers the men and women of the U.S. Armed 
Forces the highest quality coffee and tea bever-
ages in an inviting environment where soldiers, 
airmen, sailors and marines can relax and feel 
at home. 

U.S. Army personnel at nearby Eskan Village 
caught word about the new coffeehouse, and 
soon after, invited Jason to open a cafe on the 
US Army base. Within months of operating at 
Eskan Village, the Air Force extended an invita-
tion for a further 3 locations at the Prince Sultan 
Air Base, in Al-Kharj KSA. 
 
Today, Green Beans Coffee Company serves 
military personnel in Afghanistan, Iraq, Kyrgyz-
stan, Kuwait, Qatar, Djibouti, Africa and domesti-
cally at military bases across North America. 
The company has not only grown in locations, 
but also in its mission to support our men and 
women in uniform. 
 
Our fifteen-year heritage of supporting those that 
put their lives at stake in service to our country is 
firmly rooted and non-negotiable. That tradition 
of caring is the foundation of our operating phi-
losophy and carries over in our commitment of 
giving back on a national level, where a portion 
of every sale is donated to charities like TAPS 
and Soldiers Angels that strive to improve the 
life for disabled armed services members, mili-
tary families and their children. 
 

http://www.greenbeanscoffee.com/coj/ 

HONOR AIR FLIGHTS TO WASHINGTON D.C. 

Thanks to the generous sponsorship of Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage in Atlanta, the 
Roswell Rotary Club will be able to have their 
5th Honor Air day trip to the World War II       
Memorial on October 10, 2012. 

They will escort up to sixty of Atlanta, Georgia’s 
World War II veterans to Washington, D.C. It is 
the intention of this Honor Air group to honor as 
many of these “ordinary people who saved the 
world” as possible by providing them a         
completely free day trip to visit their Memorial. 

 
Here is how the Honor Air works: up to sixty 
World War II veterans plus guardians, doctors 
and emergency personnel will gather in early 
morning hours and travel by motor coach to the 
Atlanta airport. They will fly on a chartered plane 
to Washington, D.C. where they will be escorted 

on buses from the Ronald Reagan Washington 
National Airport to the World War II Memorial. 
They will also visit the Vietnam and Korean   
Memorials and the Tomb of Unknown Soldier. 
That same day they will return to the Reagan 
airport, fly back to Atlanta and then by bus to 
Roswell. For every one or two veterans, a      
volunteer guardian will be along to personally 
assist them. Paramedics and wheelchairs will be 
available for the journey.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT 

SAM STEGER 

FOR MORE INFO 

 

GET REGISTERED 

ASAP! 



PETITE AUBERGE RESTAURANT 

TOCO HILLS SHOPPING CENTER 

LUNCH 1130 - 1300 

COST $17.00 

(Call the JVC if you need help with a ride) 

First Class 

Lt Col Todd Copley  

746 EAS / C-130 Ops 

APO, AE  09309 
Todd Copley  - Commander 

tcopley220@yahoo.com    DEPLOYED 

 

Arnold Wall - SVC 

arcosign10@yahoo.com       678-530-0588 

                   

   Michael Derrico - JVC  

dragon717@bellsouth.net   404-508-0012 

 

    George Hooten 

    Victor Mahoney 
FOUNDING EDITORS OF THIS NEWSLETTER 

www.alpost134.org 

Next Meeting — August 9, 2012 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 EC 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

 

FREE 

AUGUST GUEST SPEAKER 

Col Brent Bracewell 

Director, Joint Staff GANG 

 

He serves as a principal advisor 

to the Adjutant General and is 

responsible for assisting the     

Adjutant General in formulating, 

developing and coordinating all 

programs, policies and plans   

affecting the Georgia National 

Guard and its more than 11,000 

citizen Soldiers and 3,500 Air  

National Guard personnel.  


